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INTERNATIONAL PEN Writers in Prison Committee

International PEN is the leading voice of literature worldwide, bringing together poets, novelists, essayists, historians, critics, translatc
editors, journalists and screenwriters. Its members are united in a common concern for the craft and art of writing artchantdmmi
freedom of expression through the written word. Through its Centres, PEN operates on all five continents with 144 centesind€?2

Founded in London in 1921, PEN connects an international community of writers. It is a forum where writers meet freestthdiscu
work. It is also a voice speaking out for writers silenced in their own countries.

TheWritersin Prison Committee of International PEN was set up in 1960 as a result of mounting concern about attempts to silence ci
ical voices around the world through the detention of writers. It works on behalf of all those who are detained or otheraiseddr their
opinions expressed in writing and for writers who are under attack for their peaceful political activities or for thegbréheticerofession,
provided that they did not use violence or advocate violence or racial hatred.

Member centres of International PEN are active in campaigning for an improvement in the conditions of persecuted writeraletsl jo
They send letters to the governments concerned and lobby their own governments to campaign for the release of detainddowviiees-
tigations in cases of torture and killings. Through writing to the families and, where possible, directly to prisoneisjitleegrrouragement
and hope.

International PEN has consultative status at the United Nations and with UNESCO.

INTERNATIONAL PEN CHARTER

The PEN Charter is based on resolutions passed at its international congresses and may be summarised as follows:

PEN affirmsthat:

1. Literature knows no frontiers and must remain common currency among people in spite of political or international upheavals.

2. In all circumstances, and particularly in time of war, works of art, the patrimony of humanity at large, should be tdfedrtpumational
or political passion.

3. Members of P.E.N. should at all times use what influence they have in favour of good understanding and mutual respecttiosisyeen
they pledge themselves to do their utmost to dispel race, class and national hatreds, and to champion the ideal of otigihgmmanity
peace in one world.

4. PE.N. stands for the principle of unhampered transmission of thought within each nation and between all nations, angledgebers
themselves to oppose any form of suppression of freedom of expression in the country and community to which they belcsy, as wi
throughout the world wherever this is possible. P.E.N. declares for a free press and opposes arbitrary censorship éademelof p
believes that the necessary advance of the world towards a more highly organized political and economic order rendérssanfiefe cr
governments, administrations and institutions imperative. And since freedom implies voluntary restraint, members pletigestttemse
oppose such evils of a free press as mendacious publication, deliberate falsehood and distortion of facts for politszaiarehdsr

Membership of P.E.N. is open to all qualified writers, editors and translators who subscribe to these aims, without régaatitio etonic
origin, language, colour or religion.

INFORMATION SOURCES

The WIPC gathers its information from a wide variety of sources. It seeks to confirm its information through two indepewcdsnt/'¢oere

its information is unconfirmed, it will either take not action, or send an appeal worded to reflect the fact that the inisrasayienincom-
plete. Sources include press reports, reports form individuals in the region in question, reports from other human rigR&ENjrmmembers
themselves, embassy officials, academics, prisoners’ families, lawyers and friends, and exile groups. It also works tithahié@G@s,

such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. It is a founder member of IFEX — the International Freedom of Expres
Exchange. IFEX is a collaborative, on-line service in which several groups involved in the campaign for free expressionnpatim
Other members include Article 19, the Committee to Protect Journalists, Index on Censorship, the International Fedeuatialists dod
Reporters sans Frontieres, as well as regional and national groups. For further details see the IFEX website www.IFEX.org

Our work would be impossible without our Sponsors who include:

OXFAM/NOVIB, Swedish International Development Foundation, Norwegian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Swedish Ministryuné Cult
the Fritt Ord Foundation, Individual donations and membership fees from PEN members

Bank details: International PEN Foundation Account, National Westminster Bank, 134 Aldersgate Street, London EC1A 4JB. 8»@%&¥ Account: 81901763.
Registered Charity no: 1010627
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The Writersin Prison Committee of International PEN records of persecuted writers are updated daily. For up-to-date information on a
particular country (or countries), contact the Writers in Prison Committee headquarters in London.

Anyone wishing to take action on any individual mentioned in this Caselist should contact the Writers in Prison Committegdrsadq
for any update there may be on the case and for advice on appeals.

Explanation of Terms Used
Important: Please Read

Main Cases
Those cases listed as ‘main cases’ are those where the Writers in Prison Committee is confident that:

i. the person is a writer or journalist or is persecuted because of their writings;
ii. the person has not used violence towards his or her aims or advocated racial hatred.

In these cases, the Writers in Prison Committee will take all possible action for their release or for compensation.Heressgsisoner is
held without charge or trial for a considerable length of time, the Writers in Prison Committee will consider them to hmsenuentil and
unless information is provided which shows that they have used violence or advocated racial hatred.

Judicial concern

These are cases where the main concern includes convictions based on trial proceedings which were manifestly unfaie, avheseribes
concerns regarding allegations of torture or where there are other irregularities in the judicial process. In theseWesss, ith@rison
Committee calls for a re-trial following fair trial practice or is calling for an investigation of the alleged malpracficethode found guilty
of committing such acts as torture to be brought to justice.

Investigation case
An investigation case is one where the Writers in Prison Committee:

i needs more information to ascertain whether a person is a writer or is persecuted for their writings;
ii. is not clear as to whether or not he or she has used violence or advocated racial hatred;

iii. has insufficient information to confirm that the event has taken place;

iv is seeking confirmation that the person is still detained.

The Writers in Prison Committee publishes details of investigation cases so as to provide a complete account of repestagiastis
individuals practicising their right to free expression in all countries. However, it will not usually call for their r€aasesufficient
information is available, their cases will be reclassified as a main case or dropped as appropriate.

* by a name indicates that the case is new to the Committee’s list since the last Writers in Prison Committee reponte pbineviast dated
December 2009.



Caselist January to June 2010 be released on medical grounds, despite it being endorsed by the prison
International PENAMritersin Prison Committee doctor. The Cameroonian government has not responded to allegations
Details current up to 31 June 2010 that security agents used psychological and physical torture to force
Ngota and the other journalists to reveal their sources for the document
on which the allegations against Esso were bas&sulernment
response: A 26 April statement issued by the President’s office stated
that the judicial authorities would carry out an impartial investigation but
denied that the case was “a matter of restriction of freedom of the press”
A F R I CA or that Ngota had died because of a lack of medical care. On 28 April, a
minister publically disclosed that Ngota had tested positive for HIV
while in prison and had died of infections arising from this condition, a
claim refuted by Ngota’s widow. A letter to PEN from the Minister of
State dated 17 May stated that Ngota had been receiving treatment for his
ANGOLA health complaints in prison prior to his death. It also said that Ngota had
sent an “apology letter” to the Minister regarding the forgery matter prior
to his arrest. As of 11 June, the authorities had not yet released details of
Case closed A the findings from the investigation into Ngota’s ded&ackground:
Felisberto DE GRACA CAMPQOS: director of the private weekly Ngota, who had worked as a journalist for 15 years, launChas®roon
Semanéario Angolense, was convicted of ‘insult, slander, calumny and Express in 2002-2003 and worked for several other publications on a
infringement of rights’ and given an eight-month prison sentence on Zkeelance basis. He was reportedly well-known locally for his investiga-
September 2007. The newspaper was also fined 18.7 million kwantians on public corruption in the oil sector. He is survived by his wife and
(US$250,000) for criminal libel. The charges were filed by a formetwo children. [RAN 32/10]
minister of justice who had complained about articles published by the .
newspaper in 2001 and 2004 alleging trafficking of influence. On #nprisoned: main case
November 2007, Graga Campos was provisionally released pending thapiro DE MBANGA (real name: Pierre Roger Lambo Sandjo): a
outcome of an appeal. On 23 June 2008, he was reportedly sentencedéd known singer-songwriteDate of arrest: 9 April 2008.Sentence:
six months in prison on the same charges. His lawyer stated that #mee yearsExpires: April 2011. Charge: Incitement to riot and
appeal had been launched and accepted, and that the sentence wouldlawmiaging propertyetails of arrest: Mbanga, who is also a member of
be implemented. As of January 2009, Graca Campos was still waiting five opposition party Social Democratic Front (SDF), was arrested in
the outcome of his appeal. No further news as of 30 June 2010; cddbanga City on 9 April 2008, accused of instigating mass demonstra-
closed due to lack of information. [RAN 43/07 and updates]. tions and strikes against the high cost of living which took place in
Cameroon at the end of February and which the authorities say led to the
CAMEROON deaths of at least 40 people. However, according to the Media
Foundation for Western Africa (MFWA), his arrest stemmed from a song
L he wrote entitled “Constipated Constitution” which warns President Biya
Died in custody of the dangers of the constitutional amendments. The Constitutional
*Germain S. (“Bibi”) NGOTA NGOTA: founder and editor of the Amendment Bill, which was adopted on 10 April 2008, allows an unlim-
private bimonthly newspapeZameroon Express, died in Kondengui ited number of presidential mandates, as well as granting the president
prison in the capital Yaoundé on 22 April 2010. His health had deteriammunity for any acts committed while in office. Mbanga was detained
rated since he was imprisoned in February 2010 and according to laisMbanga Principal PrisoRetails of trial: On 9 July 2008, Mbanga
death certificate he died from a lack of medical attentietails of was formally charged and on 24 September 2008, he was found guilty of
arrest: Ngota (38) was arrested on 15 February along with editorsaking part in riots against the high cost of living in Cameroon in
HarrysRobert Mintya of Le Devoir andSer ge Sabouang of La Nation, February 2008 and sentenced to three years in prison. The songwriter
in connection with a criminal complaint from presidential aide Laurentvas convicted of three of the six charges against him: “complicity in
Esso in response to their investigation of allegations of corruptiolooting, destruction of property, arson, obstructing streets, degrading the
involving Esso and the state-run oil company, National Hydrocarborublic or classified property, and forming illegal gatherings”. He was
Company (SNH) (see entry for Mintya and Sabouang below). The joualso ordered to pay a fine of 280 million CFA francs (US$640,000)
nalists were transferred to Kondengui prison in March pending triapayable to the company Société des Plantations de Mbanga (SPM) and
Three weeks before his arrest, Ngota had been picked up by Cameradba Ministry of Finance as compensation for damage caused during the
intelligence agency (DGRE) agents while being treated for high bloodots. Mbanga was reportedly convicted on the grounds that his presence
pressure at a hospital in Yaoundé and was held incommunicado withaluring the protests, as a local leader, had galvanised the rioters. It was
charge with Mintya, Sabouang and repor@amon Hervé Nko'o of  further argued that he would not have been allowed to film the events, as
Bebela. Conditions/ treatament in custody: Ngota was reportedly held he did, had he been an outsider. This therefore made him an accomplice.
in a part of Kondengui prison where hardened criminals are housed aAdwever, according to local press reports, the riots were widely televised
where the conditions are extremely harsh. Shortly before his death he feal none of the journalists who filmed the footage have been brought to
complained of fatigue, gout and joint pain. He had reportedly alstial. Moreover, Mbanga'’s sentence is twice that received by the actual
suffered from high blood pressure, a hernia and asthma. Howevégaders of the riots, who were handed 18-month prison terms the month
according to Ngota’s mother, the authorities rejected a plea for Ngota after the riots and subsequently received a presidential pardon. The




government has reportedly denied that the case is politically motivatellvié had decided to suspend publicationLaf Nouvelle Presse for
Mbanga appealed the sentenBkace of detention: New Bell prison,  economic reasonslew information: On 19 March 2010 it was reported
Douala. Appeal: On 24 June 2009, an appeal court in Yaoundé&hat Mvié and Nwé had been detained at Kondengui central prison in
confirmed Mbanga’s three-year prison sentence. The fines for allegedfnoundé following a court hearing the previous day. The next hearing
damaging property were also upheld, even though the company SPM heals scheduled for 14 April. Appeal ongoing as of 30 June 2010; Mvié
reportedly long since withdrawn from the case. Mbanga was also orderadd Nwé have apparently been freed.
to pay the costs of the trial. The fines and trial costs were to be paid .
immediately or be converted into an extra 18 months in prison. THaref detention
appeal court reportedly ignored the defence’s arguments that as Mb&&jmon Hervé NKO’ O and Serge SABOUANG: respectively reporter
was convicted as an accomplice he should not be given a heavfer the Douala-based weekly newspaBebela and editor of the fort-
sentence than the main instigators of the riots, most of whom had by theightly newspapeta Nation, were arrested by members of the intelli-
been released. Mbanga'’s lawyers reportedly planned to take the appealeoce agency General Directorate for External Investigation (DGRE) on
the Supreme Court in Yaoundérison conditions/ health concerns: 5 February 2010 and held at DGRE headquarters in Yaoundé. When
Prison conditions, including food and hygiene, are said to be poor ainko’'o was arrested, his home was searched and later ransacked. The
Mbanga has reportedly developed health problems since his imprisgnurnalists were apparently arrested in connection with a criminal
ment. In March 2009 it was reported that his health was deteriorating andmplaint from presidential aide Laurent Esso in response to their inves-
that October 2009 it was reported that Mbanga had been suffering frdaigation of allegations of corruption involving Esso and the state-run oil
the effects of typhoid fever for several months. His lawyer wasompany, National Hydrocarbons Company (SNH). They were released
attempting to have him released on humanitarian grounds pending lois 12 February, having been held for a week. The publishers of two other
appeal before the Supreme Codgw information: In March 2010, the privately-owned newspapers, the I&ermain “Bibi” Ngota Ngota of
NGO Independent Commission against Corruption and Discriminatiotihe Cameroun Express (see ‘Died in custody’ above) afbbert Mintsa
(COMICODI) wrote to President Biya asking for a pardon for Mbangaf Le Devoir, were also briefly detained in relation to the same case on 5
and another political prisoner on the basis of numerous alleged irregul&ebruary.
ities in their trials. However, Mbanga responded that he would reject a
presidential pardon were it offered to him. As of 19 April, Mbanga'd1arassed
appeal was still pending before the Supreme Court, following numerddadege Christelle BOWA (f): journalist with the Yaoundé-based daily
delays. Mbanga is still detained at New Bell prison, where conditions arewspapelLe Messager, was reportedly detained and questioned by
reportedly very poor and where he is housed in a cell with 36 othagents of the State Secretariat for Defence (SED) on 17 January 2010.
inmates. Mbanga reportedly continues to suffer from ill health. On 18ccording to Bowa, she went to SED to meet a former secretary-general
June 2010, a group of US lawyers working with Freedom Now submitteaf the presidency who was detained there for misappropriating public
Mbanga’s case to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentionfunds in order to ask him to confirm information contained in a document
Awards. In November 2008, Mbanga was a recipient of that's year'she had in her possession. However, when Bowa tried to retrieve her
Oxfam/Novib PEN Award for Free Expression. In November 2009, h&lentity card after meeting the former official, she was detained and taken
was awarded the Freedom to Create Imprisoned Artist Prize. [RAM the judicial investigations branch. She was held for nearly two hours,
39/08 and updates] during which time she was reportedly searched, interrogated and threat-
. ened. Her documents and notes were also confiscated.
On trial
Jacques Blaise MVIE and Charles René NWE: deputy managing Released
director and editor respectively of the independent weekly newshaper Lewis MEDJO: journalist and publisher of the Douala weekigtente
Nouvelle Presse, were sentenced to five years in prison for allegedlyibre, served 20 months in prison for “publishing false news” and was
publishing “defence secrets” in a closed hearing by a military court in theleased on 16 May 2010. Medjo was arrested on 22 September 2008 for
capital Yaoundé on 3 June 2009. The journalists were not present aradious articles. One of the pieces reportedly stated that President Biya
were only informed of the hearing after it had taken place. They wekgas going to force the first president of the Supreme Court, a loyal ally of
also fined 500,000 CFA francs (approx. 760 Euros) each and issuedBiga’s, to take early retirement in 2009. On 7 January 2009, Medjo was
arrest warrant. However, as of 18 June 2009 neither of the two journalistaind guilty of “spreading false news” about President Biya and
had been arrested. The case stems from a series of articles publisheskeintenced to three years in prison and a fine of approximately 3,000
2006 and 2007 that reportedly revealed the positions of the Camerooniuros. His sentence was later reduced to 20 months on appeal. Medjo
army on the Bakassi peninsula on the border with Nigeria in westemas released on 16 May 2010, having served his sentence in full. He said
Cameroon. It is believed that the Nigerian army used these reports to plenwas in poor health. He has reportedly lost hearing in his right ear as a
an attack on the Cameroon positions in which 21 soldiers were killed. Assult of a severe ear infection while in prison and may require surgery.
part of the same case, a soldier was sentenced to four years in prison ldedreportedly also suffered two heart attacks, dental and respiratory
a fine of 400,000 CFA francs (approx. 610 Euros). Mvié reportedly wroteroblems while in prison, yet had little or no access to medical care.
to President Paul Biya to ask for his intervention for “unfair” treatmenMedjo said that some contributors to his newspaper had received anony-
by the Minister of Defence. However the minister has reportedly deniedous threats since his release. [RAN 61/08 and updates]
having anything to do with the case or sentencing, stating that the leddichel MOMBIO: editor of the bimonthly newspapdr’ Ouest
proceedings were initiated by the Public Ministry which considered th&épublicain, based in Bafoussam, western Cameroon. Mombio was
the Defence Minister had been insulted. As of late 2009, Mvié and Nwarested on 4 September 2008 and charged with attempted fraud, black-
remained free pending appeal. On 13 January 2010, it was reported thetil and insult for a 26 August 2008 column that was critical of5



Scientific Research Minister Madeleine Tchuinté. He was convicted gost-mortemOther attacks: A similar fire reportedly occurred the same

blackmailing and insulting the Scientific Research Minister on 1®wening at the French home of exiled political dissident Benjamin

October 2009 and sentenced to 14 months in prison and a numberTotingamani. Three days before the fires took plaéeinda had

fines. The fraud charge was dropped. Released in November 20@@blished an interview with Toungamani in which he accused President

having served his sentence in full. Denis Sassou-Nguessou of corruption. Toungamani was at home at the
time of the fire but was not injured. He said that an insurance investigator
traced the origin to a short circuit in a washing machine, but he requested

CHAD police to investigateBackground: Ossébi and Toungamani were report-
. edly planning to become co-plaintiffs in an international legal complaint
On trial against President Sassou-Nguesso and the presidents of neighbouring

Yaldet Begoto OULATAR: managing editor of the newspaper Equatorial Guinea and Gabon. Ossébi was following the case closely and
N’ Djamena Bi Hebdo, is reportedly facing prosecution for defamation inwas writing a blog about it. He had also alleged in a column in January
a case brought against the newspaper by a former public works minis2@09 that the state-run national petroleum authority had requested
On 9 August 2009, the paper published an article alleging that théS$100 billion from a French bank due to government mismanagement
minister was involved in embezzlement; the minister was fired a fewf oil profits. The authorities have reportedly not responded to these alle-
days later. The former minister then filed a defamation case agairgdtions. Ossébi’'s death came amid the run-up to the 2009 presidential
Oulatar, promising to “get even” with the journalist even if he lost theslections, which took place in July and saw President Sassou-Nguesso
case. Oulatar faces a possible prison sentence if convicted. He was dueetelected. I nvestigation: As of April 2009 the investigation was
appear in court on 8 December 2009, but the hearing was postponed mngoing. It was reported that the official Brazzaville fire service report
week. No further news as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an update.had identified the cause of the blaze as a “short circuit,” although the
. commander of the Brazzaville fire rescue centre has reportedly acknowl-
Kidnapped - released edged that this finding was not based on any forensic investigation. The
Innocent EBODE: editor of the N'Djamena-based weekly newspaperemains of Ossébi’s house were reportedly demolished and cleared away
La Woix, was reportedly abducted from his home in N’'Djamena 2@Qvithin days of the fire, destroying potential evidence. At the beginning of
December 2009. Ebodé is said to have been kidnapped by three meduty 2009, it was reported that the authorities had not publicly disclosed a
plainclothes who arrived at his house in a car with no licence plates. Opelice commission report on the investigation into Ossébi’s death that
of the men forced Ebodé into the car without identifying himself ohad been prepared weeks before. The report had been passed to the
explaining why he was being taken away. He has not been seen or heardgistrate in charge of the investigation, by then reappointed to another
from since. The Minister of Interior reportedly stated that Ebodé, who igsost. Neither the police nor the new investigative magistrate would
a Cameroonian national, was in Cameroon but according to other sourcesnment on the repottlpdate: The case was reportedly unsolved as of
he may still have been in Chad. Ebodé had been deported from Chad2Rebruary 2010, the first anniversary of Ossébi’s death. No further news;
14 October 2009 on the grounds that his papers were allegedly notREN is seeking to confirm that the investigation is ongoing.
order but returned to Chad after a court ordés@toix to be suspended
at the start of December 2009 on the grounds that it did not have an

editor. Reportedly still detained as of 7 January 280 infor mation: DEMOC RATIC REPU BLIC OF

Apparently free as of May 2010; the date and circumstances of his
release are not clear. CONGO

Imprisoned: main case

CONGO, THE REPUBL'C OF *Jullson ENINGA: managing director of the daily newspahetournal,

was arrested on 13 April 2010 and held at the prosecutor’s office of the
(CONGO BRAZZAV"_LE) Kinshasa district court. He had gone to the prosecutor’s office in
response to a summons by the attorney general regdreidmirnal’s
. . o . decision to publish, without commentary, a statement by the Democratic
Killed: official investigation ongoing Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR), the Hutu rebel forces operating in
Bruno Jacquet OSSEBI: political columnist forMwinda (‘Light’), a  the east of the country, in September 20@Journal has been charged
pro-opposition online newspaper based in France, and blogger, died owizh “spreading propaganda” for the FDLR and has been suspended by
February 2009 of injuries sustained during a fire at his home in thtbe Minister of Communications and Media. Reportedly still detained as
Congolese capital, Brazzaville, 12 days before. The circumstances of 2 May; PEN is seeking an update.
fire and Ossébi’s death are thought to be suspicious. It is feared that the .
fire may have been set in retaliation for his criticism of the governme#rief detention
and allegations of high-level corruptiomjuries and death: Ossébi *Popol NTULA VITA: publisher of the weekly newspagdez Tonnerre,
(44) suffered second-degree burns in a fire at his home on 21 Janubased in Boma, Bas Congo province, was arrested at the Boma District
2009 that killed his girlfriend and her young sons. He was thought to &ourt prosecutor’s office after he responded to a summons on 13 April
making a good recovery and his death on 2 February was unexpect2@10 following a defamation complaint brought by the town mayor. The
Ossébi, who had dual Congolese and French citizenship, was schedutethplaint stemmed from a piece published in the 13 March issue of the
to be evacuated to France for medical treatment the next day. The capagper, which criticised the mayor's administration. Ntula was taken into
of his death was said to be a “cardio-respiratory arrest”. There was oostody and held at the central prison in Boma. He was released on bail



of 300,000 FC (approx. US$337) on 15 May, after spending 32 days imdependent media in Eritrea, only journalists in the pay of the CIA. In a
detention. TV interview in June 2009, the President said that he did not know what
crime Dawit Isaac had committed but that he had made a “big mistake”.
He added that the Eritrean authorities would not release Isaac or put him
EQUATORIAL GUINEA on trial and that they have their “own ways of dealing with that”. In
. . November 2009, a spokesperson for the Eritrean Ministry of
Brief detention Information, Emmanuel Hadgo, reportedly stated that he was not aware
*Samuel OBIANG MBANA: correspondent for Agence France-Pressef any imprisoned journalists in the countrealth concerns/ prison
(AFP) and for a radio station, was detained by police in the capitabnditions: It was reported in April 2004 that we journalists were being
Malabo on 14 April 20100biang Mbana was arrested by presidential held in secret security sections of ti¥land é police stations in the
security agents at Malabo international airport where he had gone ¢apital Asmara. It is believed that they have since been moved to prisons
cover arrivals for an extraordinary summit of heads of state of the Centialvarious locations, where conditions are reputed to be brutal. There are
African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC). The head ofserious concerns about severe ill treatment, possible torture, poor health
presidential security tol®biang Mbana that he should have had accred-and lack of access to medical care, as highlighted by the reported deaths
itation to cover the arrivals. The journalist was taken to the police stati@f four journalists in custody (see below). In September 2009, Reporters
in Malabo where he was held for five hours before being releasedithout Borders reported that many of the imprisoned journalists were
Obiang Mbana has been AFP correspondent since October 2009, whéreing held in metal containers or underground cells in Adi Abeito mili-
he replaced Rodrigo Angue Nguema, who was imprisoned for fodary prison (northwest of Asmara), Eiraeiro prison (near the locality of
months at Black Beach prison over a defamation case brought agai@sthtelay) and in the Dahlak archipelaBeported deathsin custody:
him by the head of the national airline Ceiba (see previous case list). In 2007, it emerged that four of the journalists who were arrested in
September 2001 had reportedly died in custody between 2005 and early
2007: Said Abdelkader (Admas), Medhanie Haile (Keste Debena),

ERITREA Yusuf Mohamed Ali (Tsigenay), Fesshaye Yohannes “Joshua” (co-
. . owner of Setit, playwright and poet). Their deaths were attributed to
Imprisoned: main cases harsh conditions and lack of medical attention. Some sources indicate
. . that that Yohannes had been tortured prior to his death, including having
Detained in September 2001: his fingernails ripped out. Media censorship and the fact that Eritrea is

Emanuel ASRAT (editor-in-chief of Zemen — ‘Time' ), Temesken closed to human rights investigators means that these reports remain
GHEBREYESUS (sports reporter dfeste Debena - ‘Rainbow’ - born unconfirmedACPHR ruling: In May 2007, the African Commission on

c. 1967), Mattewos HABTEAB (chief editor ofMegaleh - ‘ Echo’ - born Human and People’s Rights (ACPHR) of the African Union ruled that
c. 1973), Dawit HABTEMICHAEL (assistant chief editor dflegaleh-  the detention of the journalists was arbitrary and unlawful and called on
born c. 1973), Dawit | SAAC (co-owner ofSetit, playwright and writer-  the Eritrean government to release and compensate the detainees.
born 1964), Date of arrest: in the days following 23 September 2001. Information on Dawit Isaac: Isaac, who spent a number of years in
Sentence: it is thought that none have been put on triétails of Sweden during the Eritrean war of independence and the border dispute
arrest: According to news reports, presidential adviser Yemandetween Eritrea and Ethiopia, holds Swedish citizenship. In November
Gebremeskel stated that these journalists (and the four others who 2681, the Swedish local consul held a brief meeting with Isaac in jail. In
thought to have subsequently died in custody — see below) may ha&pril 2002, it was reported that Isaac had been hospitalized suffering
been arrested for avoiding national service. The detentions came in fin@m injuries sustained through his torture. In November 2005, Isaac was
wake of the closing down of all eight independent newspapers by theriefly released for a medical check-up and was allowed to call his family
authorities on 18 September 2001 (these include the we&kdigaieh, and friends in Sweden. This was due to pressure by groups in Sweden but
Setit, Tsigenay, Zemen, Wintana, and Admas). Since then, only state- did not lead to Isaac’s release: he was returned to prison two days later
owned newspapers have been publisi@ficial position: The authori-  with no explanation. Since then Isaac has reportedly been moved to
ties have either denied that a clampdown took place, claiming insteaerious prisons around the country. As of December 2008, he was report-
that the journalists have merely been sent to carry out their nationadily being held at a maximum-security prison in Embatkala, 35km
service, or that the closures and mass arrests were necessary for the sakiheast of Asmara, which is said to be have one of the worst regimes in
of national unity or were effected because of the newspapers’ failure Eitrea. In January 2009, he was reportedly transferred from prison to an
comply with laws covering media licences. However, a more likehAir Force hospital in Asmara as a result of serious illness but was later
explanation is that the crackdown was an attempt to stamp out criticisraturned to prisonUpdate on Isaac: The latest reports indicate that

of the Eritrean government’s treatment of students and politicdsaac is being held at Eiraeiro prison camp, 10 miles north of the capital
dissenters, and of its conflict with Ethiopia. All those detained have hassmara, along with a number of the other detained journalists. As of
their bank accounts frozen and assets confiscated. In April 2003anuary 2010, Isaac was reportedly being kept in solitary confinement, in
President Isaias Afewerki told Radio France Internationale that the joua-tiny cell with no windows and was in very poor physical and mental
nalists listed as arrested or missing had been bribed by forces opposetigalth. He and the other inmates are reportedly not allowed any contact
the government to cause division. He stated, “You cannot say a spy isvah each other or the outside world, are routinely shackled and receive
journalist...In the middle of the war we had to check them. We had to s@&most no medical care. Many are in a very poor psychological state. In
enough is enough.” In a 2004 interview, President Afewerki commentedid April 2010, the Swedish MEP (Member of the European Parliament)
that he did not know Fesshaye Yohannes, who is understood to have die@-Britt Svensson reportedly stated that the Eritrean ambassador in
in jail in 2007 (see below). He also stated that there had never been d&ryssels, Girma Asmerom Tesfay, had told her in a meeting that Isadc



was to be formally charged with a crime and taken to court. Howevesind Radio Bana, formerly worked fésigenay); Bereket M1SGHINA

this was swiftly denied by the Eritrean embassy in Brustgldate on (“Wedi Misghina”) (playwright and actor and staff member at Radio
other journalists: On 18 February 2010, Reporters Without BordersBana).Date of arrest: 22 February 2009, during a raid on Radio Bana,
reported that Emanuel Asrat and Dawit Habtemichael, like Isaac, webased in Addis Ababa, during which at least 50 employees were arrested
being held at Eiraeiro prison camp (cells 25 and 12 respectivelypy the security forces. By April 2009, most had been released but a
However, an April 2010 article by the Committee to Protect Journalistsumber remain in detentioReasons for arrest: No reason has been
cited a report by Radio Wegehta, an opposition station based in Ethiopigyen for the journalists’ arrest and they have apparently not been
in which an alleged former prison guard at Eiraeiro stated thatharged with any offence. However, it is thought that Asfha and
Habtemichael had died in custody, in addition to the four journalist®lisghina might have been arrested due to their close working relation-
named above; this death is unconfirmed. The former guard reportediizip with foreigners and a programme broadcast on Radio Bana in
also said that Yusuf Mohamed Ali had died in June 2003 as a result &dnuary 2009 about participatory government. Radio Bana produces
extreme heat, Medhanie Haile had died due to lack of medical treatmesducational programs for the Ministry of EducatiBlace of detention:

while Fesshaye Yohannes “Joshua” and Said Abdelkader had commitfédy Srwa prison (Fisseha, Kiflu and Misghina); unknown (Asfha).
suicide. These reports are likewise unconfirntéchorary Members: Other information: Kiflu and Misghina were reportedly first held at the
American PEN, PEN Canada, Swedish PEN (Dawit Isaac). Isaac wB®bozito detention centre and then at the military prison in Adi Abeito,
awarded the 2009 Tucholsky Award by Swedish PEN. to the northwest of Asmara. On the night of 22 May 2009, along with
Mahmud AHMED SHERIFFO, Haile WOLDETESNAE, Petros  other prisoners (including Mulubrhan Habtegebriel — see below), they
SOLOMON, Saleh Idris KEKIA, General Ogbe ABRAHA, Astier were reportedly taken to an unknown destination in armored cars before
FESHATSION, Berhane GHEBRE EGHZABIHER, Hamid being sent back to Adi Abeito. Fisseha, who was 27 at the time of her
HIMID, Estifanos SEYOUM, Germano NAT| and Beraki GHEBRE arrest, was initially taken to Adi Abeito but was subsequently transferred
SELASSIE: former Minister of Local Government, former Minister of to the nearby May Srwa prison. Misghina is said to come from a very
Trade and Industry, former Minister of Fisheries, former Minister oprominent family in Keren in northern Eritrea. He was reportedly
Transportation and Communication, and former Chief of Staff of théortured in 2002 after a screening of his fifstametat. Asfha, who was
Defence Force and Minister of Trade and Industry respectively (the findlought to be aged 30 at the time of her arrest, is from Adi Keyih in the
six were also former members of government), have been detained sisceith of the country. Kiflu is married with two childréew infor ma-

18 or 19 September 2001 after the publication in May 2001 of an opéion: On 18 February 2010, Reporters Without Borders reported that
letter critical of the government addressed to members of the rulifgsseha, Kiflu and Misghina were being held in May Srwa prison, to the
People’s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) party. All 11 weneorth of the capital Asmara. On 23 May 2010, Reporters Without
members of the so-called G-15, a group of 15 PFDJ senior officials wiprders said that Fisseha had been kept in solitary confinement for a
signed the letter. They were arrested in Asmara on 18 and 19 Septemibember of weeks for unknown reasons. No further news of Asfha.

2001 and accused of crimes against national security and sovereigntyMAllubrhan HABTEGEBRIEL : journalist for the independent newspa-
twelfth G15 member was also arrested but was released when persMeqgaleh and Setit, as well as an essayist, commentator and trans-
recanted. The three remaining members were abroad at the time of ta®r for Radio Zara and the state-run newspéafaelas Eritrea. Date of
arrests and have not returned to Eritrea. In February 2002, in the fiestrest: 2008.Reason for arrest: Not known.Place of detention: Adi
parliamentary session since 2000, President Issayas Afewerki declaoeito military prison Other information: Along with other prisoners
that the G-15 members had “committed treason by abandoning the véiycluding Bereket Misghina and Meles Negusse Kiflu — see above),
values and principles the Eritrean people fought for”. The Nationakportedly taken to an unknown destination in armored cars on the night
Assembly therefore “strongly condemned them for the crimes thegf 22 May 2009 before being sent back to Adi Abeito. No further news as
committed against the people and their country”. After such statementit30 June 2010.

seems highly improbable that the eleven currently held will receive a faiWedi I TAY: freelance journalist, former journalist f&este Debeng;

trial. They have been held incommunicado ever since and it is not knowsriter and essayisDate of arrest: Unknown.Place of detention: A
whether they have been formally charged. According to Amnestijospital in AsmaraOther information: Itay was in his 40s at the time of
International, their family and friends have faced persecution whenevhis arrest and is now said to be seriously ill. He is reportedly a former
they have tried to speak out against the detentions. In April 2008hember of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF). No further
Amnesty International reported that the G-15 members remainatkws as of 30 June 2010.

detained incommunicado without charge or trial. At least one of them, . .

General Ogbe Abraha, had reportedly died in custody due to the haidrief detention

conditions and lack of access to medical treatment. Astier Feshatsion¥téasythem MEBRAHTU: journalist employed by the news agency
said to be suffering from stomach ulceXew information: According  Newsroom and former employee of Radio Dimtsi Hafash. According to a
to a May 2010 report by Amnesty International, in early 2009 there we May 2010 report by Reporters Without Borders, Mebrahtu is believed
unconfirmed reports that nine out of 11 of the former government offto have spent about six months in Adi Abeito military prison in late 2009
cials known as the G-15 had died in detention since 2002. and early 2010.

Detained after 2001:

Yirgalem ASFHA (f) (essayist and journalist - staff member at Radio
Bana, former art critic for the independent weekly newspZpeen,;
Yirgalem FISSEHA MEBRAHTU (f) (poet and journalist for Radio
Bana);Meles Negusse KIFL U: (writer, poet and journalist - Radio Zara



ETHIOPIA On trial

. . Amare AREGAWI: editor of the pro-government weekly Amharic-
Imprisoned: main cases language newspap@&he Reporter, was arrested and briefly detained in
*Ezedin MOHAMED: editor of the Islamic newspapét-Quds, was  August 2008 and is now on trial for libel. The case was brought by the
sentenced to one year in prison on 29 January 2010. The exact natur&ohdar-based brewery Dashen following a July 2B&&rter article
the charges were not clear but they were thought to relate to a Janutragt quoted two former Dashen employees as saying they were wrong-
2008 column that criticized Prime Minister Meles Zenawi for statementfully dismissed Arrest and detention: Aregawi was arrested by police
he made during an interview with the British newspdjerGuardian. from the Amhara region at his office in Addis Ababa on 22 August 2008
The Al-Quds column reportedly challenged Zenawi's characterization ofind taken to the headquarters of the Addis Ababa police. The police were
his country as “Orthodox Christian Ethiopia”. (To reBEue Guardian reportedly also looking for deputy editBshete Assefa and the author of
interview, click here:_http://wwwuadian.co.uk/verld/2008/jan/25/}. the offending article, reportdieshome Niku, but neither of them were in
Mohamed is reportedly serving his sentence at Kality Prison outside tkiee office at the time. Aregawi was then transferred to a prison in Gondar,
capital Addis AbabaBackground: Mohamed was previously arrested north of the capital, where he appeared in court on 25 August 2008. The
on criminal defamation charges in February 2008, along AlHQuds  prosecutor and judge reportedly offered to release the editor on bail in
publisherM aria Kadim and Selefia editor | brahim Mohamed Ali. The  Gondar, but he refused on the grounds that it was illegal for him to have
three were held in custody for two weeks before being released on bailen taken there (under a new press law adopted in July 2008, defama-
20,000 Birr (approx. US$2,127) each. Kadim was later acquitted btibn cases should be tried in the place where the alleged offence took
Mohamed Ali was fined 10,000 birrs (US$800) (see below for more oplace, in this case Addis Ababa, whéfee Reporter is registered).
Mohamed Ali). Aregawi was finally released on bail after being held for six days.
Ibrahim MOHAMED ALI and Asrat WEDAJO: respectively editor Attack: On 31 October 2008, Aregawi was reportedly assaulted by
of the weekly Muslim-oriented newspapeal &iyya and former editor of  unidentified individuals when leaving a meeting at his son’s school. He
the now-defuncgeife Nebelbal weekly.Date of arrest: 24 August 2009.  was hit in the back of the head and left unconscious, and was later taken
Sentence: one yearExpires. 23 August 2010Prison: Kality Prison,  to hospital. Four men were later arrested in connection with the attack.
outside Addis Ababaetails: Ali and Wedajo were each sentenced toThe motive of the crime was not known but Aregawi and dReporter
one year in prison on 24 August 2009 for publishing articles on sensitigaff had reportedly received anonymous threats in connection with a
issues several years ago. They were taken to Kality Prison outside 8eries of reports alleging that people close to a Saudi-Ethiopian billion-
capital Addis Ababa immediately to begin serving their sentences. Ttaére had mismanaged his investments. As of August 2009, the investiga-
two journalists were reportedly convicted on several charges undgon into the attack had stalled because the individuals who ordered the
Ethiopia’s criminal code and its now-obsolete Press Proclamation aftack had reportedly left the country. The assailants had reportedly been
1992. The latter was reformed as the Freedom of the Mass Media atodtured while in police custodfackground: Aregawi ran Ethiopia’s
Access to Information Proclamation, which officially took effect inpublic television after the fall of the Derg dictatorship in 1991 and is
December 2008. The charges against Wedajo stemmed from a 20@portedly a former high official of the ruling EPRDF paRsporter is a
article containing allegations of human rights violations against theide-circulation newspaper that reportedly defended the violent 2005
ethnic Oromos, Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group. Mohamed Ali wapost-election crackdown on the independent media and government
charged in connection with a 2007 piece, written by a guest columnigtpponents. The board chairman of the Dashen brewery, which is an
which was critical of the Ethiopian Ministry of Education’s plans toinvestment of the EPRDF’'s Endowment Fund for the Rehabilitation of
restrict the use of headscarves by female Muslim students at publiggray, is Bereket Simon, a senior adviser to Prime Minister Meles
education institutions. Mohamed reportedly planned to appeal the ongenawi. New information: As of early February 2010, the trial was
year prison sentence; Wedajo reportedly could not afford a lawyer butahgoing and a ruling was expected by early September. The court was
was thought he may be able to lodge an appeal regarfiessous  reportedly expected to rule in favour of Aregawi or fine him rather than
charges. Mohamed Ali has previously been imprisoned for publishinggiving him a prison sentence. No further news as of 30 June; PEN is
similar stories: in 2008 he, along witiaria Kadim and Ezedin seeking an update.
Mohamed, publisher and editor of the newspapéiQuds, were jailed Dawit KEBEDE and Wesenseged GEBREKIDAN: editors of
for almost two weeks in February 2008 for reprinting articles from théwramba Times andHarambe respectively, are on trial for “incitement”.
website EthiopianMuslims.net criticizing the Ministry’s proposal toKebede is also facing prosecution for criminal defamation. On 7 August
restrict religious practices in public schools. On that occasion, Kadi®008, Kebede and Gebrekidan were arrested and released on bail. The
was acquitted but Mohamed Ali was fined 10,000 birrs (US$800). Hpolice were reportedly acting on orders from the Ministry of Justice,
reportedly faced further charges relating to coverage of religious matterghich had requested a criminal investigation into the two papers.
Background: Seife Nebelbal was banned during the government crack- Awramba Timeswas charged for an editorial, interview and opinion piece
down on the media in 2008ew information: Wedajo was released had that had appeared in five different issues, wHaeambe was charged for
been released on parole after spending eight months in prison. Howewereditorial and opinion piece that had appeared in three separate issues.
he reportedly had other legal cases pending and was facing a possiBekground: At the beginning of August 200&wramba Times had
further prison sentence. PEN is seeking confirmation of Wedajolseen warned by police that they would block the distribution of the news-
release. No further news of Mohamed Ali; PEN is seeking an update. paper if it persisted in covering a new political opposition movement,
Ginbot 7. Ginbot 7, which is named after the day on which the disputed
2005 elections were held, is led Bgrhanu Nega, a formerly impris-
oned academic (see previous case lists). Kebede and Gebrekidan w8re
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jailed alongside Nega in 2005 and spent 21 months in jail before beifigllowing Gabon’s disputed presidential polls. Following the paper’s
released on a conditional pardon in August 200%v charges. On 27  publication of interviews with Port-Gentil residents which suggested that
November 2008, it was reported that Kebede had appeared beforenare people had been killed than reported by the government, security
federal criminal court charged with defaming a pro-government politicagents briefly detainetl’Union editor Albert Yangari, and raided
leader named Ayele Chamiso. Chamiso leads a small faction of CUD, tMoulenda’s house. Moulenda went into temporary hiding after report-
main opposition group in the 2005 elections, which is now allied with thedly receiving telephone death threats that made reference to editor
EPRDF ruling party. Kebede was released on baditement trial: In Norbert Zongo, who was murdered in 1998.

late February 2009, it was reported that the public prosecutor had filed

criminal charges against both Kebede and Gebrekidan at the federal

court. Both were granted bail. Gebrekidan was unable to pay post bGAMBIA

and was imprisoned for a few weeks until local journalists raised the™ | .

money. A final ruling in both cases was reportedly expected bynprisoned: main case

September 2010. If convicted, the journalists face a possible pris@hief” Ebrimah MANNEH: reporter and sub-editor with the pro-
sentenceNew information: As of March 2010, no progress had beengovernmentDaily Observer, was reportedly arrested by two National
reported in the incitement case; PEN is seeking an update. On 29 Junéytiélligence Agency (NIA) officers on 7 July 2006 and has held been in
was reported thafwramba Times' mail was being tampered with. incommunicado detention by the NIA at various sites ever since, seem-
According to Kebede, the paper had complained to the Ethiopian Postadly without having been charged with any offence. The NIA has repeat-
Service at least three times since 6 June after finding opened asdly denied that they have the journalist in their custody; the government
destroyed envelopes in its mailbox the national postal headquartersalso denies any knowledge of his case. It is believed that the reason for

Addis Ababa. Manneh’s arrest is that he is alleged to have had contact with a foreign
journalist before the July 2006 African Union Summit held in the
Case closed Gambian capital Banjul. Manneh apparently gave this journalist informa-

Mesfin NEGASH and Girma TESFAW: editor-in-chief and deputy tion deemed by the Gambian government to have been damaging to the
editor-in-chief, respectively, of the newspapddis Neger, were arrested country’s image. According to a former colleague, Ousman Darboe,
on 30 May 2008, charged with criminal defamation and released on bMlanneh reprinted a BBC story critical of President Yahya Jammeh’s
the same day. The suit was reportedly brought by a pro-governmesgmocratic credentials; his decision was later overruled by editors and the
faction of the opposition group Coalition for Unity and Democracyrelevant issue of th®bserver withdrawn. Manneh has reportedly been
(CUD). As of August 2009, no case had been filed against the journalisteved around the country throughout his detention and although the local
and it was thought the case may have been dropped. Both journalists feftdia has reported seeing him on several occasions, the government
the country in late 2009 after the newspaper was threatened with prosemained silent on the subject until April 2009 (see belbagt sighting:
cution for terrorism. As of 30 June 2010, both journalists were stilManneh was reportedly seen on 26 July 2007 at Gambia’s main hospital
abroad and awaiting resettlement in a third country; case closed. where he was receiving treatment for high blood pressure. He was said to
be very weak and was accompanied by members of the Police Intervention
Unit (PIU), a paramilitary wing of the Gambian Police Force and Prison

GABON Service. Prior to the sighting Manneh had apparently been detained at
Mile Two Central prison on the outskirts of Banjul, before being briefly
Suspended sentence admitted to Gamtel Ward Hospital and then being transferred to a military

*Jonas MOULENDA: reporter with the state-owned daily newspaperclinic in Banjul. ECOWAS hearing: On 5 June 2008, the Community
L’Union, was found guilty of criminal defamation and given a suspende@ourt of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States
three-month prison sentence and a fine of 500,000 CFA francs (US$9@EICOWAS) in Nigeria declared Manneh’s arrest and detention illegal and
by a court in the capital Libreville on 7 June 2010. The charges relateddadered the Gambian authorities to release him. The court also awarded
a November 2009 article in which Moulenda raised questions about tManneh US$100,000 in compensation from the Gambian government.
unsolved murder of René Ziza, government official who was creditethe government refused to cooperate throughout the court proceedings
with fighting corruption while in charge of Gabon’s maritime transportnd has yet to comply with the rulin@fficial position: On 6 April 2009,
agency, the Council of Shippers. Moulenda’s article alleged that ahe Gambian authorities finally broke their silence with regards to
internal audit under Ziza had uncovered the embezzlement of more thislanneh’s disappearance when the Attorney General and Minister of
1 billion CFA francs (US$1.7 million), possibly leading some unnamedustice publicly stated that the journalist was not in police custody and
agency officials to order his murder. As a result of the article, Ziza'sjected the ECOWAS rulingJN ruling: In November 2009, the United
predecessor as head of the Council filed a complaint against Moulendiations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention issued an opinion stating
The ruling was appealed against by both the defense and the public pribst the Gambian government’s arrest and continued detention of Manneh
ecutor; the latter had reportedly also requested Moulenda’s acquittale without legal justification and in violation of international law, and
during the trial due to lack of evidence. The case had been dismissed da#ed for Manneh to be released immediatBlgcent information: On
to procedural irregularities on two separate occasions since 20Q% April, 2009 a report by Agence France-Presse quoted an unnamed
Moulenda’s lawyer said he believed that these requests were ignored ¢hadice source as saying that Manneh had been removed from Mile Two
to political interference.Background: Moulenda and other staff prison in the middle of the night some time in 2008, and speculating that
members ak’Union have reportedly faced harassment since Septembéhne journalist was dead. However, on 27 April 2009 it was reported that
2009, when Moulenda published an exclusive investigative report on tieeedible sources had said that Manneh was still dlipdate: As of 7 July
oil city of Port-Gentil, which had been devastated by deadly violenc2010, Manneh had been missing for four years.



pretences, and released on bail. The original charges of “publishing and
Death threats disseminating false news” were dropped on 9 April but the charges of
*Abdoulie JOHN: correspondent for Associated Press news agency arfdlsifying citizenship documents stood, despite a key government
an editor of the UK-based website Jollof News, reportedly receiveditness having testified that Saine’s proof of being Gambian is authentic.
several anonymous telephone threats in June 2010, including on 20 Juda,29 July it was reported that Saine had been acquitted of obtaining a
when he received a call followed by a text message that read: “Todaypassport and birth certificate under false pretences in June 2009, but that
the last day you will insult people.” John believes that the threats atke charges of publishing “false information” with relation to the 30
linked to his coverage of domestic political issues for Jollof News, andanuary article on a diplomatic reshuffle had been revived. Saine was
fears that they come from Gambian security operatives. He reported thiso one of six journalists jailed for a month for alleged sedition in
incidents to police in Serrekunda, who referred him to the police headwugust/ September 2009 before being pardoned and released (see
quarters in the capital Banjuackground: John is the former deputy previous case list). In early 2010 it was reported that none of the charges
editor-in-chief and production manager of the government-controlledgainst Saine had been pursued; case closed.
newspapeDaily Observer in Banjul, where he worked until August
2009 when he was dismissed, according to John for political reasons.

Case closed G U I N EA (CO NAKRY)

Abdul Hamid ADIAMOH: publisher and editor of the independent Brief detention

Banjul-based newspap@vday, and a Nigerian national, suffered judicia Mohamed FOFANA: intern at the Conakry-based weekly newspaper
harassment by the Gambian authorities in 2008 and 2009. The harass$ndépendant, was arrested at the offices of the state transport company
ment is thought to be related to Adiamoh’s hiring of journalist BuyeSoguitrans in Conakry on 11 May 2010 and detained overnight. He had
Jammeh, who was dismissed from the pro-governdaihy Observer in reportedly gone to Soguitrans to inquire about the announced bankruptcy
March 2008 for being an executive member of the Gambian Press Uniai.the company when the director general of Soguitrans ordered her
On 26 August 2008, Adiamoh was arrested and charged with “publishimggiards to arrest him. The guards reportedly beat Fofana and seized his
with seditious intention” an article and photographs about children whequipment before taking him to PM3 military prison. He was released on
skipped school in order to look for metal scraps in rubbish dumps. Hee evening of 12 May following negotiations between the newspaper
was released on bail the next day. He had reportedly been arrested and the army. Fofana’s arrest came one week after the National
detained on two previous occasions in relation to the same matter. ATeansition Council adopted a new law decriminalising press offences.
hearing on 10 September 2008, a police officer testifying for the prosecu-

tion alleged that Adiamoh had not paid his taxes since 2006 and did not

have the required business permit. The next day, the editor was arres@iUlNEA-BlSSAU

again by the police’s Serious Crime Unit, reportedly for tax evasion, an

a ban was placed on the newspaper. On 8 June 2009, Adiamoh Rgath threats/ attacked

arrested again after his newspaper published a story that falsely repdriedo de BARROS: owner and publisher of the independent daily news-
the dismissal of two state ministers by President Yahya Jammeh. ThaperDiéario de Bissau, was reportedly attacked at the paper’s premises
newspaper retracted the story on 11 June 2009, apologised to the minis-15 May 2010 by a businessman he believes to be linked to drug traf-
ters named in the article and stopped further circulation of the edition fitkers. That day, Barros received a phone call from the businessman
question. Adiamoh was granted bail on 15 June, after a week in detesaying he was waiting for him at the newspaper. When Barros arrived, he
tion, and the next day was found guilty of “publishing false information’found the businessman waiting with his driver. The former reportedly
and fined 50,000 Gambian dalasis (approx. US$1,890). It was reportesulted Barros and two of his fellow journalists and threatened them
that should he fail to pay the fine, he would be imprisoned for six monthwith death. Barros believes that the attack was di@&ao de Bissau's

No further news on either matter as of 30 June 2010; case closed du@tiblication of a number of articles about drug trafficking in Guinea-
lack of information. Bissau, the latest of which focused on the victims of drug traffickers
Pap SAINE: publisher and editor of the independent daily newspapewithout naming any names. According to Barros, the businessman, who
The Point and correspondent in Gambia for Reuters news agency, wasclose to the drug traffickers, felt targeted by the latest article and that
subject to extensive judicial harassment in 2009. On 2 February 2008 did not want to see any more such reports in the newspaper. A struggle
Saine was arrested after refusing to disclose his sources for a 30 Janwaryued, during which the businessman and his driver reportedly tried to
article on the alleged arrest and imprisonment of a Gambian diplomatrangle Barros. Before leaving, the businessman and his driver smashed
On 4 February he appeared in court charged with “publishing arall the computers, hard disks and printers in the newsroom. Barros has
disseminating false news” and was released on bail of 50,000 daldi$¢éd a complaint and is waiting for the matter to go to court. Both
(approx. US$1,890). He was re-arrested on 9 February and interrogates$ailants were held for nine hours at the headquarters of the Bissau judi-
for several hours about another 30 January article on a reshuffle of diptial police before being releasdhckground: Two of Barros’ newspa-
matic staff at the Gambian Embassy in Washington DC, USA, befoggers, O Expresso Bissau and O Correio da Guiné-Bissau, were
being charged with another offence of “false publication and broadeportedly closed down in the 1990s for political reasons.

casting”. On 20 February, police came to Bo@nt offices three times,

unsuccessfully demanding that the staff members reveal their sources;

Saine was not present at the time. On 24 February new charges were

brought against Saine, who was accused of being Senegalese and

obtaining a Gambian passport and a birth certificate under false 11
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French investigation and had cooperated fully with all of Judge Ramaél's
IVORY COAST requests.

Killed: official investigation ongoing Threatened

Guy-André KIEFFER: writer and independent reporter with joint*Patrice YAO: managing editor of the pro-opposition Abidjan-based
French and Canadian nationality, disappeared on 16 April 2004 anddaily newspapete Nouveau Réveil, and other employees from the
now assumed to have been killed. According to Reporters withomtedia group, reportedly received threatening text messages and tele-
Borders (RSF), he was “abducted from the car park of an Abidjan supgrhone calls on 5 May 2010, which warned the recipients to be careful.
market, at around 1pm on 16 April 2004 after falling into a trap set foBome of the messages described the employees of Le Réveil group as
him by a member of President Laurent Gbagbo’s entourage"pro-rebels who want to burn the country down” and said that they knew
Background: The journalist and writer, who had lived with his family in where they lived. The threats reportedly came at a time when a coalition
the Ivory Coast for several years, was the Abidjan correspondent for thé the four main opposition parties, known as the Rallye des
French publicatio.a Lettre du Continent, had written for French busi- Houphouétistes pour la Démocratie et pour la Paix (RHDP), was
ness publicatiom.a Tribune and other publications. He also reportedly preparing for a peaceful march scheduled for 15 May.
wrote for the Ivorian press under a pseudonym and was collaborating on

a book with Louis-André Dacoury-Tabley, foreign affairs coordinator fofarassed

the Patriotic Movement of the Cote d'Ivoifgl¢uvement patriotiquede *Diarrassouba YOUSSOUF and Dembele AL SENI: respectively

Cote d'lvoire— MPCI). In addition to his work as a journalist and writer, publisher and reporter of the privately-owned Abidjan-based newspaper
Kieffer has also worked as a cocoa and coffee trade expert for a firmIExpression, were reportedly questioned by the police for over ten
consultants and has conducted numerous investigations into the coffemurs on 25 May 2010, about an 8 February article on the alleged casual-
and cocoa sectors, some of which have exposed -corruptioties of a paramilitary group’s clampdown on demonstrations earlier that
Investigation: Following Kieffer's disappearance, rumours circulated inmonth. The two were interrogated on a range of issues including the
the Ivory Coast that the body of a white man had been found in a subunbention of the article in question and their political affiliations.

of Abidjan. Michel Legré, the brother-in-law of President Gbagbo’s wifel.’ Expression had alleged that the Mama Militia, a paramilitary group in
Simone Gbagbo, was reportedly the last person to have seen Kieffae Abidjan district of Gagnoa, killed five protesters and injured several
before his disappearance. Legré named eight suspects whom he claimtters in an attempt to suppress demonstrations protesting President
had kidnapped Kieffer on behalf of the head of presidential security. Heaurent Gbagbo’s call for the dissolution of the government and the
was subsequently charged with ‘accessory to kidnapping’, ‘unlawfuhdependent Electoral Commission (CEl). It was reportedly the second
confinement’ and murder and held in an Abidjan detention centre fortame that Youssouf had been summoned for questioning on the demon-
year and half before being granted provisional release in October 20G&ations. On 7 May, he was summoned by the Regional Police
On 11 January 2006, Jean-Tony Oulai, an Ivorian army captain wi@ommander for allegedly relaying information to France 24 television
claims to have belonged to the Ivorian special services, was arrest&dtion and other Ivorian media. Al Seni, who wrote the offending article,
outside Paris; the French judicial authorities announced that he was tovias asked to report to the police again on 26 May; he was later released
formally investigated on suspicion of kidnapping and illegally detainingvithout charge.

Kieffer. Oulai was reportedly rearrested on 16 October 2007 for violating

his bail conditions and failing to respond to summons. French judge

Parick Ramaél, in charge of investigating the disappearance, has repdk EN'YA

edly faced constant obstruction by the Ivorian authorities during his o o .

many visits to the Ivory Coast. In July 2008 it was reported that Simorf§illed: official investigation ongoing

Gbagbo and former Ivorian economy minister, Paul-Antoine BohoufRrancis NYARURI: journalist for the independent newspajidaekly
Bouabré, had been summoned for questioning in Paris by Ramae€itizen (under the pen name Mong'are Mokua), disappeared on 15
According to Ramaél, Gbagbo and Bouabré’s names have repeatedgnuary 2009. Nyaruri left his residence in Nyamira, western Kenya, on
being mentioned during interviews with other witnesses and suspectse morning of 15 January and travelled 30km to Kisii to purchase
However, they failed to appear at Ramaél’s office on 10 July 2008, lateonstruction materials. His wife spoke to him later that morning; that was
denying that they had received the summons. In October 2009, it wte last time he was heard from. His family reported his disappearance to
reported that a man claiming to be a soldier in the Ivorian army said thiéte Nyamira police but it is understood that no missing person'’s report
Kieffer had been killed by members of Simone Gbagbo’s entourageas circulated to other police stations or to the provincial headquarters.
without her knowledge, during a botched interrogation within the presNyaruri was found decapitated two weeks later, on 29 January 2009, with
dential compound. However, in apparent response to the new testimohis hands bound and with marks on his body in Kodere Forest near
the Ivorian state prosecutor Raymond Tchimou stated that Kieffer hadyamira. Prior to his disappearance, Nyaruri had written a series of arti-
been taken out of the country and is still alive. Tchimou offered no othetes exposing financial and other malpractice by the local police depart-
explanations or details on the journalist’s purported whereabNets. ment. The last article he wrote, which appeared two days before he
information: On 15 April 2010, press conferences were held in Paridisappeared, implicated local police in a public transport racket. He had
and Abidjan to mark the sixth anniversary of Kieffer’'s disappearanceeportedly received threats from police officers in the area as a result of
Suspect Jean-Tony Oulai was due to be provisionally released the nthé articles and had reportedly told friends and colleagues that he feared
day after two and a half years in detention. The lawyer of the Ivoriafor his life. A team of senior police officers was reportedly sent to
First Lady Simone Gbagbo, who attended the Paris press conferenbgamira to investigate the murdénvestigation: On 8 June 2009 it was
reportedly insisted that the Ivorian authorities were not blocking theeported that two key witnesses, Nyaruri's family lawyer and a



policeman, had had gone into hiding after receiving death threats. Thad suspects that they were being illegally abducted when the accident
lawyer had been pushing for the arrest of Nyaruri’s suspected killers; tbecurred. The case was dismissed as the police had failed to charge the
policeman had been providing protection to the lawyer and had beemen within the required 24-hour period. Okoiti went on to sue the
instrumental in the arrest of two key suspects. The threats warned thenAttorney General and the Police Commissioner for putting his life in
drop the case. It is suspected that senior policemen from Nyamira mdsnger and violating his constitutional rights through malicious arrest
have masterminded the murder and be responsible for attempting to séald detention, among other things. The case moved to court on 10
the investigation. The police officers in charge of investigating th®ecember 2008. According to Okoiti, the presiding judge disqualified
murder had also received repeated threats; one of them reportedly filedimself on the grounds that the accused had raised fundamental issues
complaint to the police commissioner but this apparently caused thieat required a three-judge bench to determine. As of 31 December 2009,
threats to intensify. As of 21 September 2009, one suspect, a member tfi@case was still before the Chief Just{ggOn 8 July 2008, Okoiti was

local gang, was reportedly facing murder charges, but the other, a taxrested for leading a protest calling on the then Finance Minister, Amos
driver, had been released without explanation and had not been sé@munya, to resign due to alleged irregularities in the sale of a hotel to
since.New information: On 24 February 2010, it was reported that aforeign investors. At the police station Okoiti was reportedly assaulted by
suspect had been arrested in Kisii and transferred to Kisumu, where #®nior policemen. He and six others were later charged with “partici-
case is being handled. Police said the suspect, a member of the Supgting in an unlawful assembly contrary to Section 78 of the Penal
Sungu group which is suspected to have been hired to kill the journali€pde,” an offence which reportedly carries a mandatory one-year jail
had been identified shortly after the killing but had gone into hiding. Thieerm. Okoiti and the others were arraigned at the Kibera Law Courts on 8

murder reportedly remained unsolved as of May 2010. and 9 July 2008 and were released on bail. The case opened in July 2008.
. Okoiti says that since the attack he has been informally approached by
On trial the Central Division Deputy OCPD asking him to withdraw his

Fwamba N C FWAMBA: contributor to various print media and a complaint. The writer filed a criminal lawsuit against the police officer in
member of Kenyan PEN, has been arrested on a number of occasions 20@9; as of 31 December 2009, the Chief Justice had yet to appoint the
is facing charges for taking part in a supposedly illegal demonstratiothree-judge bench to hear the case. No further news on any of the cases as
On 7 August 2007, Fwamba was arrested along R®itho Ikonya, of 30 June 2010.

President of Kenyan PEN, and nine others while they were singingEric ORINA: freelance journalist for a number of publications including
peace song in a small group outside the headquarters of the Crimitia Daily Nation andThe Standard; also Secretary General of the Kenya
Investigation Department (CID) to protest against arbitrary arrests &fnion of Journalists, is on trial for creating a disturbance and causing a
members of civil society. Fwamba and lkonya were arrested again on h&ach of the peace. Orina was reportedly assaulted by policemen during
February 2009 for taking part in a peaceful protest against hyperinflatiquublic celebrations for Madaraka (Kenya self government) Day in a
and the rising prices of maize flour at a time of famine in Kenya. Thegtadium in Nairobi on 1 June 2009 after he went to the rescue of photo-
were arrested outside the Kenyan parliament along with another activigturnalistBoniface Mwangi who was being manhandled by two men.

All three were reportedly severely assaulted while in police custody. OWhen Orina questioned the behaviour of the assailants, who turned out to
19 February 2009, they were charged with “taking part in an unlawfule plainclothes policemen, he and Mwangi were reportedly taken to the
assembly” and released on bail. Both Fwamba and Ikonya were hospasement of the stadium and beaten. Both journalists were left with
talised following their release to receive treatment for injuries sustainesvere injuries, in Orina’s case a deep cut to his head and bruising to the
during the assault. They attempted to lodge a complaint against thand, ribs and legs, while Mwangi suffered a sprained ankle and
senior police officer who assaulted them but this was denied on thrbeuising. They were then detained overnight in police custody and
successive occasions. Fwamba said he also received threats in 2G{%heared in court the following day, charged with creating a disturbance
including a death threat from an MP. He believes his movements aadd causing a breach of peace. The charges reportedly stem from the
phone calls are being monitored by state agents. Ikonya is now living journalists having shouted out slogans criticising corruption and
exile. No further news as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an update. impunity during the ceremony, at which the President was present. Orina
Okiya Omtatah OKOITI: writer, journalist and member of Kenyan and Mwangi were released on bail of KES20,000 (approx. US$256)
PEN, is facing prosecution for taking part in demonstrations against tleach. Following their release the journalists received hospital treatment
Kenyan government, and was arrested four times between July 2007 &od their injuries and lodged a complaint with the authorities about the
December 200Details of most recent arrest: Okoiti was arrested on police’s behaviour. Trial ongoing as of 31 December 2009. If convicted,
24 December 2009 while taking part in a peaceful protest against t¥ina and Mwangi face a maximum six-month prison senteXew.
alleged embezzlement of funds intended for free primary education. higfor mation: On 31 January 2010, Mwangi reported that he and Orina
was detained for two days and released on 26 December 2009, hawngre due to appear in court on 17 February when they hoped to be
been charged under a Colonial-era law controlling freedom of assemb#agcquitted due to a lack of witnesses for the prosecution, who had failed to
The case was due to be heard on 22 February 2010. If convicted, d&t&end previous hearings. PEN is seeking an update.

reportedly faces a maximum sentence of life imprisonnfémravious

arrests: (1) On 31 July 2007, Okoiti was arrested with four other individ-

uals taking part in a demonstration protesting about the salaries EIBERIA

Kenyan members of parliament. Okoiti and another man were hospil- .

talised overnight after the police car they were travelling in was involve@n trial

in a traffic accident, and were released after appearing in court, afteyrenius CEPHUS and Michael MAKINDE: respectively publisher of
having spent 48 hours in police custody. Okoiti alleges that he walse Plain Truth newspaper and manager of the Seamarco Printing Press,
assaulted while being arrested and lost a tooth as a result of the accideritich publishes the newspaper. Both are on trial for criminal libdi3
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against the President, sedition and criminal malevolence in connecti

with a 9 December 2009 article suggesting that the Liberian governmem OZAM BIQU E

was supplying arms and ammunition to Guinean dissident groups in their

bid to overthrow the military junta in Guinea. Cephus was summoned fdfreatened

questioning on 11 December and on 14 December was taken to the NS#lomao MOYANA: editor of the weeklyMagazine Independente,
headquarters where he was interrogated and held overnight. Makinplgblished in the capital Maputo, reportedly received a number of anony-
was also arrested on 11 December in connection with the same story amolus threatening text messages between 18 and 22 May 2010. Moyana
released after three days. Both men were formally charged on believes the threats were from supporters of the opposition political party
December and taken to Monrovia Central Prison pending trial. Theylozambican National Resistance Movement (Renamo). They follow the
were released on bail on 18 December and were expected to appeapublication of an editorial by Moyana in which he criticised the “political
court on 22 December. No further news as of 30 June 2010; PENiigonsistency” of the Renamo party leader and touched on the leader’s

seeking an update. private life. Moyana reported the threats to the police’s criminal investi-
gation department, which said they would investigate. Moyana’s car was
Attacked also vandalized outside his home on 20 May.

*Peter FAHN: journalist with the government-owned newspafew

Liberia, was reportedly assaulted by a member of President Sirleaf’s

security service on 23 March 2010. That day, Fahn went to covf] AMIBIA

proceedings at an Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS) meeting taking place in Monrovia. He reportedly showed hiéttacked

identification card and his conference accreditation from the Ministry*afohn GROBLER: freelance journalist, was reportedly assaulted by four

Information to the security agents at the entrance of the conference halkén at a bar in the capital Windhoek on 8 January 2010. The men

and was allowed to go in, but as he was making his way inside he wascused Grobler of writing negatively about the ruling party South West

assaulted by a Special Security Service (SSS) agent. Fahn required tréditica People’s Organization (SWAPO) before cutting his face with a

ment at a local health centre following the attack and two days later wasoken glass and kicking him repeatedly in the head. He said he was able

still experiencing severe internal pains. The SSS Deputy Director repott identify three out of four of his assailants as prominent businessmen

edly refused to talk to the press about the incident. with close ties to SWAPO, one of them being the son-in-law of former
President Sam Nujoma. It is thought that the attack may have been linked
to two articles by Grobler: a September 2009 piece for the independent

MAURITAN 1A daily newspapethe Namibian that implicated one of the assailants in
the illegal acquisition of state-owned resort properties; and a December

Released 2009 article in the South African independent weekly newsgdpér

Hanevy Ould DEHAH: editor of the websitdagadoumy, was impris-  and Guardian that accused the ruling party of vote-rigging during the

oned for eight months in 2009-10 for offending a politician. Dehah wallovember presidential and parliamentary elections. Grobler filed a

arrested on 18 June 2009 following a complaint by the head of the oppmmplaint against the four men, but the son-in-law of the former

sition Alliance for Justice and Democracy/ Movement for RenovatiofPresident reportedly filed a counterclaim on 12 January, stating that it

(AJD/MR), who was then a presidential candidate. The politician hastas Grobler who had attacked the four men. Police were reportedly

been angered by a 22 April 2009 article which referred to his allegedvestigating both claims.

purchase of a villa in one of the capital’'s best neighbourhoods. The

politician and his family claimed the article was “defamatory and base-

less”. Dehah was charged on 24 June and taken to Dart Naim prison. NlGER

19 August, he was sentenced to six months in prison for “offendin )

public decency,” fined and ordered to pay legal costs. He was acquitte trial

charges of defamation, inciting rebellion and inciting crimes and\li SOUMANA: publisher of the independent Niamey-based weekly

offences. Dehah lodged an appeal. Taking into account the two monthaswspapete Courrier, is on trial for defamation and “publishing false

he spent in prison before being sentenced, he was expected to be releagedmation”. Soumana was arrested on 6 April 2009 and detained at the

on 24 December. However, he was still detained as of 14 January 20h@adquarters of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) following a

when the Supreme Court ordered a re-trial on the basis of alleged prodefamation complaint brought against him by the managing director of

dural flaws in the first trial. There were concerns for Dehah’s health aftéte state-owned water company, Eau du Niger (SPEN). The charges

he went on hunger strike in protest at the ruling. Following the retrial, capparently stem from a 26 March 20089 article accusing the SPEN head

4 February 2010 Dehah was sentenced to two years in prison on chargkgngaging in “dirty business deals” with a Chinese geo-engineering

of violating public decency, inciting revolt and “criminal publication.” company, which, according te Courrier claimed, was corrupt and had

However, on 26 February Dehah was released along with around 168en blacklisted by the World Bank. The article reportedly also included

other prisoners under a presidential pardon issued in honour of Mawkdremark about the degree of power and influence gained by Prime

(the Prophet Mohammed’s birthday). [RAN 08/10] Minister Seini Oumarou since he took office. Soumana was released on 7
April 2009 and was later charged with two counts of defamation and
“publishing false information”. Soumana was reportedly arrested again
on 1 August 2009 and questioned abou¢ Eourrier report alleging that
Niger's National Commission on Human Rights and Fundamental



Freedoms misused 350 million CFA francs (US$760,000) that wasurvived by a wife and a son. The same day, Ugbagwu (42), a court
earmarked for supervision of a referendum on a constitutional amenekporter for the private dailyrhe Nation, was shot dead at his family
ment abolishing presidential term limits. The commission membensome in Lagos. According to Ugbagwu’s brother, two armed gunmen
denied the accusation. Soumana was arrested and detained alobg witlentered the house demanding money, shot Ugbagwu twice and then
Canard Déchainé editor Abdoulaye Tiémogo, who was subsequently drove off without taking anything. Police were investigating the crime
sentenced to three months in prison on other charges. Soumana, Tiémbgbwere unable to say whether the case was a murder or a violent
and six other editors were also questioned about the publication ofr@bbery. It is understood that Ugbagwu had not been working on any
leaked document indicating that President Mamadou Tandja’'s s@ensitive stories prior to his death and his last assignment had been
received kickbacks from Niger’s uranium mining profits. The other sixovering a press conference organized by the Nigerian Bar Association.
editors -Moussa Aksar of L' Evenement, Zakari Alzouma of Opinions, As of 30 April, police had reportedly detained some suspects in
Abard Mouddour Zakara of L’ Actualité, Oumarou Keita of biweekly ~ Ugbagwu’s case.

Le Républicain, Ibrahim Souley of L' Enquéteur andAssane Sadou of . . o .

Démocrate- were released without charge a few hours latpdate: As  Killed: official investigation ongoing

of 30 June 2010, no further information on Soumana'’s trial for allegeBaul Abayomi OGUNDEJI: reporter and a member of the editorial

defamation. board of the Lagos daily newspaféisDay, was shot dead by unidenti-
fied gunmen in Lagos on 17 August 2008. According to initial police
Case closed reports, Ogundeji was ambushed by armed men while driving home and

Moussa AKSAR and Aboubacar SANI: editor and reporter for the was shot when he refused to stop and open his car door. The police later
weekly newspapeL’Evéenement, were sentenced to three months inclaimed that Ogundeji had ignored orders to stop at a police checkpoint
prison for criminal libel on 18 November 2008, and ordered to pay fineand had been shot as a result. The autopsy reportedly concluded that he
The charges stemmed from a 29 September 2008 editorial by Sdmaid been “professionally” shot from behilckground: Ogundeji had
raising questions about management at the country’s electricity supplipreviously worked for a number of other newspapers, inclutiney
NIGELEC. The journalists were released pending appeal. In Augu&uardian, The Punch and the now defundfomet. He was also chief
2009, Aksar was one of eight editors questioned about the publicationffess secretary to former Lagos state deputy governor Femi Pedro.
a leaked document indicating that President Mamadou Tandja’'s s@odwin Agbroko,ThisDay's former editorial board chairman, was also
received kickbacks from Niger's uranium mining profits; they wereshot dead as he was returning home from the newspaper’s offices on 22
released without charge a few hours later. No news on the appeal on Becember 2006. Agbroko’s killers have yet to be foundestigation:
criminal libel case as of 30 June 2010; case closed due to lack of infén-January 2009, it was reported that the judicial police had taken over
mation. the investigation into Ogundeji's murder. On 9 July 2009, an arrest
Ibrahim SOULEY and Soumana Idrissa MAIGA: managing editor warrant was reportedly issued for Assistant Commissioner of Police
and founder respectively, of the bi-monthly publicatld&nquéteur, (ACP) Johnson Adeniken, who had supervised the initial investigations
were detained for several days for investigation for libel on 4 and Bito Ogundeji’'s murder, for failing to obey court orders. The week
December 2007, respectively, and released on bail on 7 December 200&fore, a key witness had reportedly been murdered. According to a local
The charges stemmed from articles published on 19 November 20pwess report in October 2009, a coroner found that Ogundeji was killed
alleging that the Minister of Economy and Finance was involved iy two armed robbers. The coroner said the evidence was not strong
granting state projects illegally and encouraging mismanagement efiough to suggest that the police killed Ogundeji but conceded that he
public finances. On 8 February 2008, Souley and Maiga were bottould not have been killed if the police had fulfilled their duties. He crit-
sentenced to one month in jail, and ordered to pay a symbolic fine ifzed the stalling of the police investigation and urged them to continue
40,000 Francs (around 60 Euros) each to the Minister. They appealed kheking for the murdererdJpdate: As of May 2010, no one had been
decision. No further information as of 30 June 2010; case closed duedonvicted for Ogundeji’'s murder.
lack of information. [RAN 09/08] Bayo OHU: assistant news editor for the independent daily newspaper
The Guardian, was shot by a group of unidentified assailants at his home
in Lagos on 20 September 2009. Ohu (45) was getting ready to go to

NlGERlA church to meet his wife, and two of his five children were home at the
) . time. Local journalists reportedly believe that Ohu was killed for his
Killed: motive unknown political reporting, suggesting as a possible motive a recent investigation

*Sunday Gyang BWEDE, Nathan S. DABAK and Edo Sule into the alleged use of forged educational certificates by a recently
UGBAGWU: journalists, were killed in two separate incidents on 24appointed customs official. Ohu had also been reporting on the Ekiti state
April 2010. Dabak (36) and Bwede (39), respectively deputy editor anelections campaign which had reportedly involved some attacks on jour-
reporter for Church of Christ in Nigeria-owned monthly publicafibe  nalists. His assailants reportedly took a laptop and a mobile phone from
Light Bearer, were reportedly on their way to interview a local politicianhis house but nothing else. In October 2009, it was reported that two
in Jos, Plateau state, as part of their coverage of deadly outbreakssoépects had been arrested and that police were offering a N2m (approx.
sectarian violence in the region, when they were stabbed to death B$%$13,285) reward for anyone with information that could lead to the
rioters. The rioters were said to be Muslims reacting to the discovery killers’ arrest.New information: On 15 March 2010, the police held a
an allegedly Muslim corpse found near a church. Dabak and Bwede wegneess briefing in which they presented three suspects who allegedly shot
reportedly among five people killed in the riots and it was not clea®hu during a break-in. However, according to Reporters Without
whether they were specifically targeted, although some journalists h&wdrders, the police did not present any substantial new evidence and only
been singled out for attack during the violence. Bwede was reportedigurnalists from the two TV stations and from Ohu’s newspafe, 15
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Guardian, were allowed to attend. Reporters Without Borders expressdabth within and outside ABU as well as seizing the plates from the
concern that the police were still insisting that Ohu was shot in the courpablishers, ABU Press Limited, to ensure that the book would not be
of a break-in although there are strong indications that he was the victieprinted. Tikumah was then reportedly called for questioning by the
of a targeted killing related to his work as a journalist. As of late Aprilpolice and State Security Services (SSS), briefly detained and ordered to

the crime reportedly remained unsolved. report to the police on a daily basis. ABU reportedly dismissed Tikumah
in late April, despite protests by students. On 25 April, Tikumah's home
Death threat in Zaria was raided by officers of the Nigerian Immigration Service who

*Yusuf ALI, Olusola FABIY| and Chuks OKOCHA: reporters, respec- reportedly intended to deport the entire family, despite the fact that
tively, for the newspaperfhe Nation, The Punch and ThisDay, were  Tikumah has been living in Nigeria for 11 years, his immigration papers
among four journalists who reportedly received anonymous death threat® in order and three of his four children were born in the country.
via text message on 28 April 2010. The messages, sent from the sahilumah, his wife and two of his four children were out of the house at
number, were identical and said that the reporters would meet the fatetloé time but the other two sons, a 10-year-old who is disabled and a 13-
three murdered Nigerian journalists (see above). All four journalists hagkar-old, were there and were reportedly taken away by the immigration
who received the threats had covered Acting President Jonathefficers. Tikumah, his wife and his two other children subsequently went
Goodluck’s recent decision to dismiss the chairman of the Independednto hiding to avoid deportation. His wife and children reportedly
National Electoral Commission. The deposed official denied angeturned home on 29 May, after a month in hiding, following a Federal
involvement in the threats. The threats came just days after three journidigh Court stay on the deportation, but Tikumah remained in hiding. It is
ists were killed in two separate incidents (see entry for Bwede, Dabalot clear what happened to the two children who were taken away.
and Ugbagwu above). The police were said to be investigating tiiégkumah said he would challenge the move to deport him.

threats. Mallam TUKUR MAMU: editor of the Kaduna-based weekly news-
. paperDesert Herald, has been subject to police harassment since July
On trial 2009. On 8 February 2010, he was arrested on defamation charges at his

*Jude OPARA: foreign correspondent for the private daily newspapeoffice in Kaduna and taken to a police station in Bauchi State before
Champion, was reportedly arrested by police, assaulted and charged foeing released on bail. Police then withdrew the charges against him on
allegedly obstructing traffic in the capital Abuja on 16 February 201010 February, re-arrested him under new, unspecified charges and took
Opara was on his way to cover an ECOWAS summit in Abuja when higm to neighboring Yobe State. Police attempted to re-arrest Tukur again
car was stopped by the Area Commander and Assistant Commissionepaf12 February without an arrest warrant or closure of the original case
Police (ACP). The ACP and his men reportedly assaulted Opara, arresggghinst him, but his lawyers intervened. It was thought that the police
him and took him to a police station. When Opara asked what he haere trying to arrest Tukur because a recent edition dbé¢bert Herald
done, the ACP reportedly said that Opara was trying to get him sackdwd accused the Yobe State Governor of acquiring several housing prop-
When Opara identified himself as a journalist, the ACP confiscated hésties illicitly. The deputy governor of Yobe State initially attained a
official ECOWAS media accreditation badge and impounded his car. Thearrant to arrest Tukur for a September 2009 story in which the governor
ACP reportedly boasted that he was going to “set an example with thigs alleged to have escaped a conspiracy to poison him. As of 12
bastard.” Opara was charged and taken to a magistrate’s court, on February, Tukur had gone into hiding and said he feared the police may
ground that he was “causing an obstruction on the highway by failing #rrest him without a warrant at any time. He had previously been briefly
obey hand signals” contrary to the Road Traffic Act. The ACP claimedetained in July 2009, soon after having gone into hiding due to deatht
that Opara had obstructed the convoy of acting President Dr. Goodluttkeats (see previous case lists).

Jonathan, who later arrived to attend the ECOWAS meeting. Opara was

granted bail and the matter was adjourned to 8 March.
Harassed RWAN DA

*Mallam Issa Hassan TIKUMAH: Ghanaian academic resident in Killed
Nigeria, was reportedly subject to harassment by both the university*iean L eonard RUGAMBAGE: deputy editor of the banned newspaper
worked for and by the Nigerian authorities after he published a book idmuvugiz, was shot in the chest as he drove through the gate of his
February 2010 challenging the use of tigab (face veil) by Muslim  home in the capital Kigali on 24 June 2010. Police arrived at the scene
women. Tikumah, a Muslim scholar who has written more than 15o0on afterwards but Rugambage was already dead. Police investigations
books, was a social studies lecturer in the Faculty of Education at theere opened. Prior to his death, Rugambage (34) had reportedly told
Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) in Zaria until he was dismissed as driends and colleagues that he was being followed and had received
result of his latest book. Entitlédigab (Face-veil): An exemplary Sunah phone threatslean-Bosco Gasasira, the exiled editor omuvugiz,
or a Repugnant Innovation, the book apparently argues that the idea of aaid he believed the murder was reprisal for a recent story alleging
Muslim woman covering her face in public places is a misconception ofgovernment involvement in the attempted assassination of a former
tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. Tikumah said writing theRwandan army commander in South Africa. Gasasira suspected that
book was “part of [his] mission to help find solutions to some of societ&wandan security operatives were behind the killing. The government
problems in Nigeria.” However, it reportedly provoked the ire of soménas denied the accusations as “baseless”. On 28 June, the police
Islamic scholars, who called for the book to be banned and its authannounced that two, unnamed people had been arrested in connection
banished. According to Tikumah, the ABU authorities challenged hinwith the shooting. They said that one of the suspects, who had already
over the book following pressure from the group Muslim Forum, whilepleaded guilty, is related to a person allegedly killed by Rugambage
the Islamic scholars called on him to withdraw the book from bookstoreturing the 1994 genocide. Rugambage was acquitted of genocide



charges by a locagacaca court in 2007.Background: Umuvugiz, New information: According to local media reports in July 2010, the
considered to be one of the few critical voices in Rwanda, was suspendtzgfamation charges brought by the director of Lonase on the basis of
for six months by the Media High Council in April 2010, and when theCoulibaly’s 2007 book were dismissed in May 2008. The plaintiff
newspaper moved online soon after, its website was blocked withappealed and the final appeal is due to be heard on 5 November 2010. In
Rwanda. These developments occurred in the run-up to the presidentts@ meantime, however, the plaintiff brought another case against
elections scheduled for August 2010. Before joinidguvugiz, Coulibaly, who was on 10 July 2010 found guilty of receiving stolen
Rugambage was a reporter for the now-defunct independent tablaldcuments in relation to his book; sentencing penddagkground:
newsapeitmuco. He was imprisoned for 11 months in 2005-06 afterCoulibaly has previously got into trouble over other books, including
writing an article alleging mismanagement and witness tampering ieath threats, publications blocked at customs and the restricted circula-
Rwanda’s traditional courts for suspects of the 1994 genocide. He tisn of his books within Senegal.

survived by a wife and a two-year-old daughter, according to local jouRape Samba DIARRA andMame Seye DI OP: respectively editor and

nalists. [RAN 37-10] journalist for the weekly\eekend Magazine, were reportedly sentenced
. to three months in prison and a 10 million CFA (US$20,000) fine on 21
On trial June 2009 for “public slander” of the deputy speaker of the Senegalese

*Charles KABONERO, Didas GASANA and Richard parliament. The charges stemmed from an article that was allegedly crit-
KAYIGAMBA: respectively former editor, acting editor-in-chief andical of the love life of the politician, who is a member of the ruling
reporter of the Kinyarwanda-language private weekly newspap&enegalese Democratic Party. The journalists appealed the conviction
Umuseso, were given prison sentences on 22 February 2010 after beiagd were released pending the appeal hearing. No further news as of 30
convicted in absentia of invading the privacy of the Cabinet Affairdune 2010; PEN is seeking an update.

Minister and the Mayor of Kigali. Kabonero was sentenced to one year in

prison and Gasana and Kayigamba to six-month prison terms under fh@se closed R

1977 penal code and 2009 Media Law. All three were also ordered to pBgpa Samba SENE: journalist for the independent newspabéks, was
damages of 1 million Rwandan francs (US$1,700) to the minister and theportedly detained for 12 days in September 2009 and was put on trial
mayor. They were free pending appeal. The case related to a Novembmr “defamation”, “disseminating false information” and “criminal
2009 article reporting allegations of an extramarital affair between theonspiracy”. He was arrested along with a radio journalist on 18
minister and the mayor. According to Kabonero, the story was a matter 8éptember 2009 following a complaint brought against them by the
public interest because Rwanda’s 2008 Law on the Leadership Codegaivernor of the newly created region of Kaffrine. His arrest and deten-
Conduct criminalized offenses such as adultery for public office holderson were thought to have been in connection with articles accusing the
Both the minister and the mayor have publicly denied the accusations. Kaffrine regional authorities of diverting seeds meant for distribution to
the time of the conviction, Kabonero and Gasana were already appealingal farmers. Both journalists were released on bail on 30 September
a suspended two-year prison term from a 2008 conviction for defamati@909. New information: At a hearing 30 June 2010, the governor of
over a story about tax evasion charges against a businessman in Sd(afffine reportedly withdrew his complaint and the charges were
Africa. dropped. Case closed.

Released

*Asumani NIYONAMBAZA: editor of the bi-monthly newspaper SlERRA LEONE
h

Rugari, was acquitted on appeal of “extortion” by the Nyarugenge Hig

Court in the capital Kigali on 23 April 2010. The judge quashedPeath threats

Niyonambaza’s two-year jail sentence handed down by a lower court 8ylvia BLYDEN (f): publisher and editor-in-chief of the independent

August 2009 and ordered his immediate release. Niyonambaza haelwspapeAwareness Times, has been threatened with death and sued for

reportedly been imprisoned for more than eight months. “publishing false information” after publishing an article alluding to
President Ernest Bai Koroma'’s alleged extramarital affairs in 2009. The
story in question, published on 12 May 2009, claimed that the President

SEN EGAL had attempted to pass one of his allegedly numerous girlfriends off as the
) First Lady to the people of Kailahun, about 350 kilometres from the
On trial capital Freetown. Blyden was contacted by the Criminal Investigations

Abdou Latif COULIBALY: author and journalist, including director of Department (CID) the same day requesting her to provide documentary
the fortnightly newspapdra Gazette, is being repeatedly sued by the evidence to substantiate her claims. CID personnel also searched the
state-owned national lottery, Lonase. Lonase originally sued Coulibatyewspaper offices and confiscated unspecified documents. Blyden
for defamation and public slander following the publication of his 2007eportedly went into hiding later that day after receiving multiple death
bookLoterie nationale sénégalaise: chronique d’'un pillage organiséon  threats on her mobile phone. However she reportedly turned herself into
the alleged embezzlement of funds within the company. The trial start€deetown police a week later and was charged with “publishing false
on 11 September 2007. In a separate case brought by the director geniafafrmation” on the basis of the aforementioned article. On 21 May
of Lonase, on 3 November 2009 Coulibaly dral Gazette reporter 2009, she was granted bail of 50 million leones (approx. US$16,000).
Cheikh Fadel Barro were reportedly given a three-month suspendedNew information: The case against Blyden was reportedly dropped in
prison sentence and fines for publishing “false news” on the basis of danuary 2010. However she continued to receive repeated death threats
April 2009 article on Lonase’s alleged deficit and foreign debts. Thefrom anonymous government officers in relation to the matter.

were acquitted of additional charges of defamation and public slander. 17
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SO MALIA Attacked

. . *Muse Mohamoud JISOW and Abdirisak EImi JAMA: respectively
Imprisoned: main case editor and journalist of theomalisan.com website, were among eight
*Hadis Mohamed HADIS: editor of the independent Somaliland-basedjournalists who were reportedly badly injured in a bomb attack on a
news website Baadiyenews.com, was reportedly arrested by officerspailice training centre in Mogadishu on 29 June 2010. Jisow, Jama and
Somaliland’s Criminal Investigation Department (CID) at a hotel intwo others required hospital treatment following the attack. The journal-
Hargeisa on 26 June 2010. When asked the reason for his arrest, the Gl had gone to the training centre to cover a press conference being held
officers only said that they were investigating “serious crimes” that thehere by the militant Islamist group Al-Shabaab, which had taken over
suspect Hadis of being involved in. The officers reportedly also confishe premises the previous day. According to one of the journalists, those
cated the journalist’s camera. Hadis was taken to Hargeisa central prisbehind the attack had been informed that a press conference was being
The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSQJ) believes Hadis iseld on the premises and that journalists would be present. The National

being targeted for his journalistic work. Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) believes that the Somali
. Transitional Federal Government (TFG) forces are linked to the
On trial bombing. At the time, the TFG, backed by the United States, the United

Mohamed Said ABDULLAHI and Yasin Jama ALI: respectively Nations and African Union peacekeepers, had tentative control over a
editor-in chief and reporter for the online newspaperberanews  small part of Mogadishu in an attempt to prevent Al-Shabaab from
(berberanews.com), were reportedly convicted of committing a “crimannexing the entire city.

against the Somaliland nation” by the Sabhil regional court in Berbera, in

the semi-autonomous republic of Somaliland, on 23 August 2009.

Abdullahi was sentenced in absentia to three years in jail for aIIegedsu DAN

defaming local officials; he had been in hiding since mid August. The™ .

website was also banned from operating for an indefinite periodMprisoned: main cases

Abdullahi reportedly intended to appeal the verdict. Ali was freed buAbu Zar AL-AMIN, Ashraf ABDELAZIZ and Altahir IBRAHIM
banned from practicing journalism until further notice. He had beefknown as Abo Jawharah): respectively deputy editor, reporter and
arrested and detained for 10 days without charge after he posted tpalitical editor of the opposition daily newspapai al-Shaab, were
opinion pieces, not written by him, that accused local officials o&rrested during a raid by the National Intelligence and Security Services
misusing public funds to support a local political party. No further new¢$NISS) on the newspaper’s offices in Khartoum on 16 May 2010. NISS
as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an update on the status of Abdullahigents confiscated equipment and copies of the latest issue of the pape

appeal. and closed the newspaper down until further notice. Two &hieal-
Shaab employeesvere reportedly also arrested. All three journalists
Threatened were detained incommunicadGharges: On 25 May, al-Amin was

*Mohammed IBRAHIM: Somali correspondent for tiNew York Times, charged with “undermining the constitution,” “terrorism and espionage,”
was reportedly subject to threats and attempted arrest by Somali govefpublishing false news,” “undermining the prestige of the State” and
ment security forces after the publication of an article on child soldiers ifinciting sedition”, crimes that can carry the death penalty. He was trans-
Somalia in June 2010. On 15 June, e York Timesran a piece enti- ferred to police custody and his wife and brother were allowed to visit
tled “Children Carry Guns for a US Ally, Somalia”, for which Ibrahim him. Al-Amin was said to be in poor health and claimed to have been ill
had provided research. The Somali government denied that its arringated by national security agents, including being given electric shocks.
employs child soldiers. Shortly after the article was published, membefhe whereabouts of the other journalists and employees was not yet
of the Somali security services began contacting Ibrahim and he receiMatbwn.Background: The raid orRai al-Shaab was apparently triggered
an email from the director of communications at the presidential palacey a 14 May article alleging that Iran had built a weapons factory in
asking him to appear for a meeting with security chiefs. The communic&udan to supply insurgents in Africa and the Middle East. The ruling
tions director assured Ibrahim that he would not be harmed. Ibrahim didiational Congress Party dismissed the report as false and a scheme by
not attend the meeting. On 24 June, the government held a press confee opposition Popular Congress Party (PCP) - which publiRdies-
ence where again denied that it used child soldiers. According to IbrahiBhaab - to damage relations between Sudan and the United States. The
the government had detained the child soldiers he had interviewed for tti@y before the raid oRai al-Shaab, the authorities had arrested the PCP
piece and forced them to retract their story. The same day, security ofitader Hassan al-Turabi, who is a vocal critic of President Omar Hassan
cers reportedly attempted to arrest Ibrahim at a restaurant but thanks @l-@ashir, accusing al-Turabi of “stirring up hatred, disseminating mali-
tip-off he was able to leave before the officers arrived. On 26 Juneious lies and abuse of Sudan’s foreign relations”; he was released
Ibrahim spotted police officers looking for him while he was buying avithout charge on 1 July. There were further raids on several other news-
plane ticket but again managed to evade arrest. He later left the counpgpers on 19 May, including on another opposition newspajras
travelling overland. He said he was afraid to return to Somalia for fear éfihurria, which was ordered to remove an article on the journalists’
reprisals by security officers. Others involved in reporting the story iarrests, among others. Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, accused o
question have reportedly also been threatened, including a translator avat crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur, was re-elected in
the owner and staff of the hotel where the journalists stayed. Presidemtional elections in April 2010. According to rights groups, the election
Sheik Sharif Sheik Ahmed has reportedly announced the launch of process was seriously flawed and marred by widespread repression and
investigation into the possible existence of underage soldiers in theiman rights violationsIrial: The trial of the three journalists began on
Somali army, but other officials continue to deny the allegations. 11 June. On 16 June, the defence lawyers pulled out after the court



reportedly refused to hear testimony from three of the four defendbat he was facing a possible death sentedee.information: Otim’s
witnesses on the grounds that they were members of the opposition dndl was reportedly scheduled to commence in February 2010 but was
their testimony consisted only of hearsay. The court gave the journaligiestponed. On 7 July it was reported that Otim had still not been brought
three days to choose new lawyers and the trial was scheduled to resuméial and was being pressurized to apply for amnesty, a controversial
on 21 June. provision in Ugandan law that gives blanket immunity to all rebels who
*Al-Haj Ali WARRAG and Fayez Al Sheikh Al SALEEK: respectively make a full confession. According to his lawyer, Otim has refused
former and current editor of the newspapsgas al-Huriya, are report- amnesty and wants his case to be brought to court.
edly facing trial for “humiliating the state and publishing false news”, it .
was reported on 11 May 2010. The charges stem from to a 6 April articf¥? trial
by Warrag which supported a boycott of the Sudanese elections called Moses AKENA: reporter forThe Daily Monitor, is on trial for allegedly
Yasser Arman, the leader of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movementjminally defaming the Deputy Resident Commissioner of Gulu District
accused the National Conference of vote-rigging and strongly criticised a case brought on 10 August 2009. The charges reportedly relate to a
President Omar al-Bashir. The journalists are being prosecuted undgory he wrote on corruption. His petition to suspend his trial pending the
Article 66 of the criminal law, and Articles 24 and 26 of the press law andutcome of a constitutional challenge of criminal libel statutes before the
reportedly face up to a year in prison or a fine, or bothSupreme Court was rejected but then quickly reversed by a higher
Magistrate Court on appedNew information: As of May 2010, Akena
was still regularly reporting to court as part of his bail conditions but the
TOGO case had still not gone to trial.
. Joachim BUWEMBO and Bernard TABAIRE: Buwembo and Tabaire
On trial are former managing editors of timily Monitor; Tabaire is now a
*ZeusK. AZIADOUVO, Jean-Baptiste K. D. DZILAN and GlakpéK. columnist for the same newspaper. Both were charged in their capacity as
OLIVIER: managing editors of the privately-owned newspapersnanaging editors with defaming the Inspector General of Government on
Liberté, Forum de la Semaine andJournal Le Correcteur, based in the 28 January 2008. The charges are based on a 17 August 2007 article on
capital Lomé, are on trial for “false publication” and “criminal defama-alleged irregular salary claims made by the official.
tion”. The case stems from a complaint filed by the country’s Inspectdiwo otherDaily Monitor journalists, news editdRobert Musaka (now
General of Police (IGP) over an 8 May 2010 article in the three newspaith the Observer) and chief parliament reportBmmanuel Gyezaho
pers which alleged that two traffic policemen had caused the deaths ofvare also charged with one count each. All four were released on bail
commercial motorbike driver and his passenger after the driver ran a rpending trial. In June 2009, it was reported that Buwembo, Mukasa,
traffic light. The newspapers quoted unnamed eyewitnesses who clainiebaire and Gyezaho had unsuccessfully challenged the constitutionality
the policemen had pushed the driver off his moving bike, resulting in hif Section 179 of Uganda’s Penal Code Act on criminal defamation
death as well as that of the passenger. The police have denied the acchsfore Uganda’s Constitutional Court. Their petition was unanimously
tions, claiming that the man died as a result of an accident caused digmissed. The journalists said they would take the petition to the
speeding. The editors were arraigned on 19 May 2010 and were dueStapreme Court, the country’s highest court. Senior repdteyelo
make their third appearance in court on 9 June. Izama was named in the lawsuit but was not charged because he was
abroad; he is likely to be included if the petition is dismissed by the
Supreme Court and the trial starts in the magistrates court. Izama is also

UGAN DA facing other charges (see separate entries bdlipdate: In early 2010,
i ] o the requirement to report to a magistrate on a monthly basis was finally
Imprisoned: investigation waived until there is a court decision. As of 30 June 2010, the Supreme

Patrick OTIM: freelance journalist for the government vernacularCourt appeal was still pendingonorary Member (Bernard Tabaire):
newspapeRupiny and a radio station in Gulu District, is on trial for English PEN.

treason. Otim was reportedly arrested by plainclothes policemen froAngelo IZAMA, Daniel KALINAKI and Grace MAT SIKO: Kalinaki

the Chieftaincy of Military Intelligence (CMI) along with seven and Izama are, respectively, managing editor and senior reporter of the
supporters of opposition political parties in May 2009, while locaDaily Monitor; Matsiko was formerly a senior reporter for the same
council by-elections were taking place. He was held incommunicadaublication but now runs an occasional magakiaepala Dispatch. On
without charge for more than four weeks, during which time official® January 2009 it was reported that all three had been questioned by the
denied that Otim was in government custody. The journalist finallriminal Investigation Directorate (CID) of publishing materials prejudi-
appeared in court on 15 June 2009 in response to a habeas corpus apjl-to national security and released on police bond. The charges stem
cation filed by human rights lawyers. He was charged with treason, alofrgm a 28 December 2008 piece about Operation Lightening Thunder, a
with 10 others, for allegedly forming an armed rebel movement namgdint state operation in the DRC (involving Uganda, the DRC and
the Popular Pacific Front (PFP) with the aim of overthrowing the goverrSouthern Sudan) to capture Lord’s Resistance Army rebels. The journal-
ment. The accused were remanded in custody and sent to Luzira Prigsts reportedly face up to seven years’ imprisonment if convicted. As of
in the capital Kampala. As of late June 2009, the government was repd® June 2009, the case was ongoing and was being handled by the Media
edly yet to produce any evidence to back up the charges but it claimedQ@ffences Department, created within the Ugandan police force in late
have seized weapons and military equipment related to the alleged crir@808. All three were reportedly arrested at least four times in RG09.

Two of the 10 other defendants are reportedly former members of thefor mation: As of June 2010, the case was reportedly in limbo but
Lords Resistance Army (LRA). Otim’s case reportedly passed to theould be resurrected at the State’s discretion. 1zama is also on trial for
High Court on 18 November 2009. On 5 January 2010, it was reportedminal defamation (see entry below). 19
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Daniel KALINAKI and Henry OCHIENG: managing editor of the taken to the Criminal Investigations Directorate (CID) and were released
Daily Monitor and editor of theSunday Monitor respectively, were on bail a few hours later. Mwenda is well known for his critical reporting
reportedly charged with forgery in August 2009 after the newspapesend was reportedly already fighting numerous counts of “sedition” and
printed a reproduction of a leaked presidential memorandum. THeromoting sectarianism” in relation to his journalism, most linked to
Monitor had acknowledged some errors in the reproduction of the docaemmentary aired on Mwenda’s former political radio talk show. It has
ment (relating to the misspelling of the name of an ethnic group) arzeen reported that Mwenda could spend up to 75 years in jail if
published a correction on 4 August. Although government spokeswomannvicted. On 20 November 2008, Mwenda and Bichachi received police
Kabakumba Matsiko reportedly criticized the media’s coverage of theummons for questioning about coverage deemed “prejudicial” to state
story, she did not dispute the document’s contents. The editors were fresturity. He has challenged the constitutionality of the sedition charges
on bail pending trial on 7 Octobddpdate: The case was reportedly in court. Mwenda and Bichachi were reportedly ordered to report to the
extended to 29 March 2010 because the Directorate of Publjolice at least seven times in 20Qfpdate: As of May 2010, the trial
Prosecutions did not have the police file. Trial reportedly ongoing in thiead been suspended pending the Constitutional Court ruling on the chal-
magistrate’s court as of late June 2010. Kalinaki and Ochieng are algmge to the sedition law. As of February, Mwenda was reportedly facing
facing prosecution for other matters (see cases above and belo@2.different criminal charges of sedition or promoting sectarianism stem-
Kalinaki was reportedly arrested least four times in 2009. ming from different incidents over the previous five years.

*Henry OCHIENG and Angelo IZAMA: respectively editor and senior Ssemujju Ibrahim NGANDA: former investigative journalist and polit-
reporter forSunday Monitor news magazine, were interrogated at theical editor for the bi-weekly newspap€ne Observer; now reportedly
police “media crimes” division on 3 February 2010 before being taken tspokesman for the Inter Party Co-operation (IPC), a coalition of opposi-
court and charged with criminal libel the same day. The two journalist®n parties. In October 2008, while Nganda was still working as a jour-
were accused of defaming President Yoweri Museveni in a 19 Decembmlist, it was reported that he had been charged with “promoting
2009 opinion piece by Izama entitled ‘Will the people’s power defeasectarianism” and “incitement to violence” for the second time in two
President Museveni in the poll?’ The piece reportedly discusses the riggars. The journalist was arrested and interrogated by Criminal
of political violence during the general elections scheduled for 2011 andvestigation Directorate (CID) detectives at least three times in October
also suggests parallels between President Museveni's Uganda and 2008. He has reportedly been accused of mobilizing Baganda, the
Philippines under former leader Ferdinand Marcos. President Musevehiggest ethnic group critical of the current government, and of criticising
who took power in Uganda a few months before Marcos was ousted Byesident Yoweri Museveni in talk shows for the alleged high rates of
protests in 1986, is expected to seek a fourth term in the 2011 gendnaman rights violations during his administration. If convicted, Nganda
elections. Izama and Ochieng denied the charges and were released¢auid face up to five years in prison for promoting sectarianism and up to
bail pending trial, which reportedly began on 25 February. Defamatiotiree years for incitement to violence. Nganda was accused of the same
cases, like those involving sedition and the promotion of sectarianisroharges in June 2006 for writing an article that criticized government
are all suspended pending a Supreme Court ruling on the constitutiqgrersecution of opposition leader Kizza Besigye. The trial was halted as
ality of such penal code statutes. Both Ochieng and Izama are also facihg offence is being challenged in Uganda’s Constitutional Court, but the
prosecution for other matters (see cases above and bBEmkyround: case has not been dropp@bserver editor James Tumusiime is also
On 5 January 2010 it was reported that Izama was being harassedniayned in the case. Both men have been reporting to the police on a
police over a 20 December 2009 article entitled “Preparing for 2011 elegular basis since 2007 as part of their bail conditions. On 24 July 2009,
tions by arming troops”. He had been summoned and questioned thidganda was reportedly threatened with judicial sanctions by the Ethics
times over the last week for allegedly libeling President YowerMinister over two opinion pieces on President Musevdpdate: As of
Museveni, on 22, 28 and 29 December, and had been ordered to repoitiy 2010, the 2006 charges against Nganda and Tumusiime still stood
the police again on 6 January 2010. He was also told not to leabat the case had not gone to court because of the pending constitutional
Kampala. It was not clear whether or not he would be prosecuted. If trietiallenge to the relevant sections of the penal code.
on a criminal libel charge, he reportedly faces a three-year jail sentenéealundi Robert SSERUMAGA: writer, journalist and popular host of a
On the day that the offending article was published, President Musevetaily radio talk show, ‘Spectrum’, was briefly detained and assaulted in
said reportedly said that that he would “deal with& Monitor “if they custody in September 2009 before being released on bail pending trial
don’t change their ways.” Izama was reportedly arrested at least fofar alleged seditionDetails of arrest and detention: Sserumaga was
times in 2009. arrested late on 11 September 2009 as he left the studios of WBS
Andrew MWENDA, Odoobo BICHACHI and John NJOROGE: Television in the Ugandan capital Kampala where he had participated in
publisher/ political journalist, consulting editor and journalist respeca debate in which he had criticised President Museveni for allegedly stir-
tively for the weekly news magazinghe Independent, have been ring up conflicts between people who had hitherto co-existed peacefully.
charged with sedition. They were arrested during a Chieftaincy dfyewitnesses, includingernard Tabaire (see above and below), report
Military Intelligence (CMI) raid on Mwenda’s home and the newspaper'shat Sserumaga was bundled into a waiting car and taken away. A day
offices on 26 April 2008, during which documents and journalistic equigater it was disclosed that he was being held in the Kampala Central
ment were seized. The raid and arrests were reportedly linked to tWwlice Station. On 14 September, it was reported that he had been trans-
stories published byhe Independent that week: one an interview that ferred to the International Hospital in Kampala to receive treatment for
touched on the alleged use of torture by Ugandan military intelligence injuries he sustained during severe police beati@f@rges. On 15
secret government-run detention centres and implicated top officials 8eptember, Sserumaga was formally charged on six counts of sedition
atrocities during Uganda’s civil war with the Lord’s Resistance Armyunder Sections 39 (1) (a) and 40 (1) (b) of the Penal Code. Each count
the other an editorial alleging unrest in the army following the imprisonrefers to comments he made during a discussion on the ‘Kibazo on
ment of the former army chief for corruption. The three journalists werEriday Live Talk Show and Phone-in Programme’, broadcast on 11



September. He is accused of “intention to bring into hatred, contempy protestors who accused her of belonging to the same tribe as President
and to excite disaffection against the person of the President, and tfmveri Museveni.

Government...” On reading the charge sheet, International PEN

concludes that while strongly critical of the authorities, none of th&ase closed

contentious statements can be considered as incitement to violenBernard TABAIRE, Henry OCHIENG and Chris OBORE:
Sserumaga was freed on payment of US$250 Hestkground: managing editor, Sunday editor and journalist respectively for the news-
Violence broke out when the government banned the King of BugandaaperDaily Monitor, were interrogated by the Criminal Investigations
one of the four tribal regions in Uganda, from visiting the neighbourin@irectorate (CID) for allegedly publishing seditious material on 30
Kayunga district. Over 20 people were said to have been killed, and 5S@ptember 2007. The interrogation stemmed from a story entitled
others, including Sserumaga, were reportedly arrested to face trial. Fé8pldiers train to take police jobs’, in which it was alleged that soldiers
other radio stations were also closed (of which three are back on air asa@fre secretly trained as policemen in order to have the police force under
June 2010). Sserumaga was suspended from his talk show following mditary control. The three were summoned to the police on 1 October
detention. As of December 2009, Sserumaga was petitioning the high07 and released on police bond the sameNiay.information: In

court to declare his suspension from the radio station illeigalate: As May 2010, it was reported that following repeated appearances on police
of May 2010, the case against Sserumaga had been stayed pendingothed, the case had been dropped. Bernard Tabaire is also on trial for
Constitutional Court decision on the challenge to the sedition laveriminal defamation (see also case above). He is an Honorary Member of
Sserumaga is reportedly also suing the Chairman of the BroadcastiBgglish PEN.

Council and the Attorney General for unlawfully suspending him from

broadcasting. [RAN 48/09 and updates]

Richard TUSIIME and FrancisMUTAZINDWA: editor-in-chiefand  Z AINMBIA

news editor of the tabloid newspap@ed Pepper, are on trial for .

allegedly defaming the Libyan President, Col. Muammar Gadaffi. Th@n trial

charges stem from a series of articles in February 2009 alleging thated M’MEMBE: editor-in-chief and owner of the daily independent
President Gadaffi was having an adulterous relationship with BestwspapeiThe Post, was twice charged with criminal contempt of court
Kemigisha, the Queen Mother of King Oyo Nyimba of Tooro Kingdomin 2009 in relation to articles critical of the trial for pornographipast
(Tooro is one of the kingdoms that merged to form Uganda at indepenews editoiChansa Kabwela (see Background below). On 31 August
dence and has a ceremonial traditional ruler). The lawsuit was brought 8909, the trial magistrate summoned M’'membe, along with Cornell
President Gadaffi but was subsequently taken over by the Uganddniversity law professo una Ndulo - the author of an opinion piece
Director of Public Prosecution (DPP). On 18 February, Tusiime andahich The Post published on Kabwela’s prosecution on 27 August - and
Mutazindwa were charged with six counts of criminal defamation of ¢he entirePost editorial staff to appear in court on contempt charges.
foreign prince under section 53 of the Ugandan Penal Code. They deniBdese charges were dismissed in September 2009. However, on 14
the charges and were released on bail. If convicted, they reportedly fa@etober 2009, M'membe and the newspaper were again charged with
up to two years in prison. President Gadaffi is reportedly also seekimgntempt of court over an August opinion piece on Kabwela’s trial.
millions of dollars in damageRed Pepper often faces lawsuits due to its Sentence: On 4 June 2010, M’'membe was sentenced to four months in
coverage of the lifestyles of celebrities and public officidfsdate: As  prison with hard labour following his conviction for contempt of court

of June 2010, the case was reportedly ongoing. earlier that week. The magistrate reportedly justified the prison sentence
by claiming thafThe Post’s publication of Muna Ndulo’s opinion piece
Attacked about Chansa Kabwela’s trial was likely to affect the proceedings and

*Mukiibi SERUNJOGI: reporter for the vernacular weekly newspaperthat it would serve as a deterrent to other journalists. M'membe was
Ggwanga, was reportedly struck in the knee by a bullet fired by a securitiaken to Chimbokaila Prison in the capital Lusaka but was released on
agent during violent clashes between security forces and protestersbal on 7 June pending his appeal to the High CdBatkground:
Kasubi, a suburb of the capital Kampala, on 17 March 2010. Scores Ghansa Kabwela of thieost was arrested in July 2009 for circulating
protestors and mourners had come to Kasubi after a fire destroyed gtetographs of a woman giving birth without medical help outside the
royal tombs of the Buganda kingdom, a UNESCO World Heritage SitéJniversity Teaching Hospital. Kabwela decided the photos were too
the previous day. Serunjogi, who required hospital treatment for higraphic for publication but sent them to a number of government minis-
wounds, believes he may have been targeted, although other repdets, an archbishop and two civil society groups, urging that a medical
suggested that the shot was random. Buganda News and Publishimgrkers’ strike be settled. She was charged with circulating obscene
House, which publishe&gwanga, reportedly have close ties to the materials but was acquitted on 16 November 2009. President Rupiah
Buganda kingdom. Tension has run high between the Ugandan goveBanda, who described the photos in question as pornographic, is report-
ment and the Buganda kingdom since disagreements over land and pdily known to be an enemy @he Post, which has exposed alleged
ical rights led to deadly violence in September 2009. At least four otheorruption in Zambia.
journalists were reportedly also wounded by either security guards or
protestors during the clashes on 17 MaRénjamin Ssebaggala, free-
lance reporter for the vernacular pro-government daily newspapZ IMBABWE
Bukedde, was attacked by protesters and sustained minor injuries. TWo |
photographers working for the same newspaper were also attacked, Gutrial
by protesters and the other by an officer with the Presidential GuaBtezhnev MALABA and Nduduzo TSHUMA: editor and reporter
Brigade L eilaNdinda, correspondent for Deutsche Welle, was assaultetespectively for the state-owned newspaie Buluwayo Chronicle, are 21
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on trial for criminal defamation and “publishing falsehoods” for anperson. Maunganidze denies the allegations of criminal defamation and
article alleging police corruption. The charges stem from a January 2008ing the author of the online stories.

story that alleged that senior police officials were involved in a Grain

Marketing Board (GMB) scandal in which tonnes of maize was sold ofase closed

the black market in Zimbabwe and Zambia. On 17 March, the two joukincent KAHIYA and Constantine CHIMAKURE (f): editors of the
nalists were made to sign a police statement. Malaba and Tshuma Zmmbabwe Independent, were arrested on 11 May 2009, detained
reportedly the first journalists working for state-owned publications to bevernight and released on bail the next day. They were charged with
prosecuted under Zimbabwe’s media laws. No further news as of 30 Jymgblishing a story which named members of the Central Intelligence
2010. Organisation (CIO) and police who were allegedly involved in the abduc-
Davison MARUZIVA: editor of the independent Sunday newspdper tion of human rights and Movement for Democratic Change (MDC)
Sandard, is on trial for publishing a 20 April 2008 opinion piece by anactivists in 2008, including freelance journalist Shadreck Andrisson
opposition leader that was critical of the Mugabe regime. Maruziva wadanyere. On 19 April 2010, it was reported that the charges against
arrested at his office on 8 May 2008 and detained overnight before beilighiya and Chimakure had been dropped.

charged the following day with ‘publishing false statements prejudicial

to the state and contempt of court’ and released on bail. The author of the

piece in question, Arthur Mutambara, the leader of a breakaway faction

of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), was standing trial with

Maruziva. In the offending article, Mutambara reportedly criticized the

delay in the release of the 29 March 2008 presidential election results, AM E R I CAS

the High Court’s dismissal of the MDC's application to have the results

released and security agents’ involvement in the elections. On 22

October 2008, Mutambara’s defence argued that the Magistrate’s court

did not have jurisdiction to hear the matter and it should therefore be

referred to a higher court. On 12 November the matter was referred to 3R AZ L
Supreme Court, where it was still pending as of 30 June 2009. Case . L .
reportedly ongoing as of October 2009. No further news as of 30 Juféled: official investigation ongoing

2010. José Givonaldo VIEIRA: owner of local newspapéiolha do Agreste
and radio presenter, was shot dead by unidentified assailants in Bezerros,
Death threats Pernambuco state, on 15 December 2009. Vieira's vehicle was reportedly

*Stanley KWENDA: freelance journalist who contributes to the privateintercepted by another car with three men in it outside the offices of the
weekly newspapefhe Zimbabwean, reportedly fled the country after radio station that Vieira worked for. One of the men walked over to
receiving a death threat on 15 January 2010. Kwenda was able to identifigira’s car and shot him three times in the chest and head before fleeing.
the caller as a high-ranking police officer. The officer allegedly said thatieira (40) hosted a radio programme which focused on local social
Kwenda would be killed in the next few days because of an artifleein issues and which was reportedly critical of the local authorities, angering
Zimbabwean in which he had quoted relatives of the officer’s late wifesome local politicians. Local police were investigating the killing, and
making critical comments about him. A police spokesman reportedihe authorities offered a reward of 2,000 reals (US$1,200) for any infor-
said that no complaint had been filed and no investigation opened. Timation on the crime. They did not yet have a motiev information:
police officer in question reportedly orchestrated the 2008 arrests of &h 23 February 2010, one of the two suspects being investigated for the
former opposition party members and human rights activists, includingurder, José Cleonildo, reportedly turned himself into the Public
freelance photojournalist Andrison Manyere, who is now free on bail biMinistry in Recife after receiving a series of death threats. He reportedly
is facing a number of politically motivated criminal charges. confessed to committing the murder and was transferred to police

custody.
Harassed

*Golden MAUNGANIDZE: editor of The Masvingo Mirror newspaper, Attacked
was reportedly summoned to Harare Central Police Station on 10 M&ijlvan Luiz PEREIRA: editor of the newspaper Sem Nome, from
2010 and interrogated for six hours following the publication of a storyuazeiro do Norte, Ceara state, was reportedly abducted and tortured by
that allegedly criminally defamed the Minister of Tourism. Maunganidzéour men on 20 May 2010. He was held for around 20 minutes until the
was questioned about his sources, which he refused to disclose. Sarae he was in was intercepted by the police, who had been informed of
journalists had previously asked him for the same information, and at thiee kidnapping by eye witnesses. The kidnappers fled, abandoning
police station Maunganidze was shown transcripts of this conversati®ereira, who was by then unconscious. He was found tied up and injured,
which had been filed as supporting evidence in the complaint filed by tlaed later required 46 stitches in his head. As of 28 May, there was no
Minister. The complaint stemmed from an article published in the 9-1Bews on the identities or whereabouts of the assailants. Pereira’s news-
April 2010 edition ofThe Masvingo Mirror which alleged that some top paper reportedly publishes articles criticizing the local mayor, accusing
ZANU PF officials had appropriated gifts they had collected on Presidehtm of administrative irregularities, fraud and overbilling on construction
Mugabe’s behalf for his é% birthday. The story did not mention the projects. Pereira has reportedly said that the mayor and a local councilor,
Minister of Tourism. However, the Minister based his complaint orabout whose wife the journalist had recently written, could have been
subsequent online reports that explicitly named him as being amomgolved in the attack. Prior to the kidnapping, Pereira had reportedly
those implicated, arguing that the online stories were written by the samexeived two threats from people related to the politicians. The mayor



and the councilor deny any involvement and the mayor has reportedinder antiterrorism legislation and appeared in court on 6 January 2010.
condemned the attack in Pereira in a statement. According to the maydrise magistrate ordered that he should be held in preventative detention
lawyer, the mayor and the councilor have sent a letter to the Secretaryfaf three months in order to allow the state prosecutor to continue the
Public Security of the State and the Minister of Public Securitynvestigation. Luzarraga’s appeal was rejected on 9 JarDhayges:

requesting an investigation into the case. They reportedly also intendltazarraga is charged with “illegal possession of weapons and explo-

sue Pereira for defamation. sives”, charges which carry a penalty of up to 15 years’ imprisonment.
He is accused of being involved in two bomb attacks carried out in Chile
Case closed in the last year. He was originally accused of involvement in another two

Renata MODESTO (f) and Marcos JUNQUEIRA: journalists for the  attacks as well but these charges were dropped when it was proven that
newspapeiComercio da Franca. On 26 January 2009, the Court of he had been out of the country at the time. Luzarraga denies involvement
Justice State in Franca, S&o Paulo state, informed the two reporters that &ny of the attacks and claims that on the night of the most recent inci-
intended to reopen proceedings against them for criminal defamatiaglent he was at home with his girlfriend.
The case dates back to December 2007, when the journalists w@&ail/ house arrest: On 10 February 2010, Luzarraga was released on
accused of damaging the honour of Franca'’s chief of poli€onmercio bail and placed under house arrest in Temuco pending trial. As of July, he
de Franca report had alleged that the chief of police had insulted a policeemained under house arrest but had recently been granted permission to
officer who was attempting to arrest a man accused of assault and theesve the house in the daytime. The trial had been delayed but had finally
abused his authority. The police chief began defamation proceedibgen set for 25 AugudPEN’s position: PEN acknowledges the gravity
against the journalists under the Press Law, which was enacted during ¢fiehe charges against Luzarraga and takes no position on his innocence
military dictatorship. However, the lawsuit was dropped after the law wasr guilt in relation to them. However, it is concerned by a number of
repealed in February 2008 following a Supreme Court decisioraspects of the case, as follolsie process concerns. PEN is disturbed
Notwithstanding, the public prosecutor’s office insisted that the cadsy a number of apparent irregularities and failures in due process in the
should continue and as a result it was reopened on 12 November 2068se against Luzarraga. According to PEN's information, the policemen
Modesto and Junqueira reportedly intended to appeal the ruling. Nieho arrested Luzarraga failed to inform him of the reason for his deten-
further news as of 30 June 2010; case closed. tion, prevented him from witnessing the search of his house, and were
accompanied by members of the press. His lawyer was reportedly not
given time to present a thorough defence before the preventative deten-

CANADA tion order was imposed. An expulsion order was reportedly issued
against Luzarraga while he was still detained in January 2010, which
Attacked would appear to run contrary to his right to be presumed innocent until

*Wyndham BETTENCOURT-MCCARTHY, Lisan JUTRAS and proven guilty, as established by international human rightsQancer n
Jesse ROSENFELD: were among a number of journalists allegedlythat arrest may be related to human rights advocacy: PEN is also
harassed and attacked by police during the G20 summit in Toronto on 2Z®ncerned that Luzarraga’s arrest and detention may be linked to his
27 June 2010. According to press reports, Bettencourt-McCarthy of theiting on and advocacy for the rights of the Mapuche, Chile’s largest
Torontoist website was struck by a police officer with a baton; Rosenfelthdigenous group, who have long been in conflict with the Chilean
a freelancer who writes for various publications, was beaten and arrestga/ernment over their right to land and other natural resources. Mapuche
by police; and Jutras, a journalist for the newsp&peoe and Mail, was  activists and those seeking to document violations against the Mapuche
detained for four hours. are frequently harassed by the Chilean authorities, including arrest and
detention under antiterrorist legislation. Luzarraga for his part has
written about the Mapuche conflict on his blog, and at the time of his

CH'LE arrest had recently participated in protests demanding the release of a
. . L female Mapuche activist. Luzarraga’s girlfriend is Mapuche and while
Imprisoned: investigation imprisoned he was held in a prison cell with Mapuche political prisoners.

Asel LUZARRAGA: Basque novelist, blogger, translator and musiciarBackground: A member of Basque PEN since 2004 and a member of its
currently resident in Chile, was reportedly detained in Temucdyoard since September 2008, Luzarraga has been living in Chile since
Araucania region, Chile, on 31 December 2009, and remains under hodarch 2009. He is the author of four Basque-language noMedsaska

arrest pending trial for alleged possession of explosive mates@ils  (Editorial Txalaparta, 2008)Mozorroaren xarma (Editorial Erein,

of arrest: On 31 December 2009, around 20 police officers from ai2007),Karonte (Editorial Elkar, 2005 — winner of the 2003 VI. Igartza
antiterrorist unit (Grupo de Operaciones Espaciales de Carabinerdsjze) andHamaika ispilu ganbil (Editorial Labayru, 2003), and writes
GOPE) raided Luzarraga’'s home in Temuco. The operation took plateo blogs (http://gorribeltzean.wordpress.com

after an undetonated homemade bomb was found outside the Araucaanid http://goiena.net/blogak/asel).

Justice Secretariat in Temuco earlier that day. A search of Luzarrag&sitil his detention, he was working as a Spanish-Basque translator in
house reportedly located materials similar to those used in the bon®hile.

including an empty fire extinguisher, a small amount of gun powder and

fuses. Luzarraga, who says he was prevented from witnessing the r&k@se closed

denies ever having these items in his home. According to Luzarrag@ascale BONNEFOY MIRALLES (f): freelance journalist, appeared in
girlfriend, the police took a computer, camera, books, papers and otteurt in January 2010 on criminal slander and insult charges brought in
items from the house. The writer was not informed of the reason for hisine 2006 by Edwin Dimter Bianchi, a retired army officer, acting on the
arrest at the time. Luzarraga was detained without charge for six dagsders of General Augusto Pinochet. The case stemmed from a 26 N8y
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2006 article published in the Chilean and international press in whidilay 2009, which ruled that he should be jailed pending trial.
Bonnefoy identified Dimter as “The Prince”, a man who terrorised thouProsecution evidence: The Colombian authorities say there is substan-
sands of political prisoners in the Chile Stadium after the military coupial evidence that Beltran is a key member of the FARC known as ‘Jaime
of 11 September 1973. Bonnfoy reportedly faced up to 10 years @ienfuegos’ supposedly responsible for writing ‘ideological material and
prison. However, she was absolved of all changes on 14 January 204ficles’ for the FARC and other publications that allegedly support
the judge having ruled that she had not “intended to insult” Dimter. Colombian guerrilla groups. Beltran is reportedly also accused of using
his research at UNAM as a facade to recruit students and fundraise for
the FARC. According to press reports, much of the evidence against

COLOMBIA Beltran comes from documents and emails found on a laptop computer
] which allegedly belonged to the deceased FARC leader Raul Reyes, who
Killed was killed in March 2008Defence: Beltran has admitted meeting Radl

*Clodomiro CASTILLA OSPINA: editor and publisher of local news- Reyes and other known members of the FARC during peace talks hosted
magazineEl Pulso del Tiempo and radio journalist, was shot dead in in Mexico and later interviewing Reyes as part of his research into the
Monteria, Cérdoba department, on 19 March 2010. Castilla (50) wa&olombian conflict. However, he has denied that he is ‘Jaime
reportedly reading a book outside his home in Monteria when an unideBienfuegos’ or having any connection with the alleged emails between
tified gunman shot him at least eight times before fleeing on a motorbikdaime Cienfuegos’ and Reyes, and maintains that he was in Mexico to
He died at the scene. Castilla was known as a controversial journalist amttlertake legitimate academic research. Beltran has said that he believes
said to have been the target of regular threats since 2006 due to that he is being persecuted as part of a wider strategy employed by the
coverage of the links between local politicians, landowners and illeg&lolombian government to criminalise dissent, including individuals
paramilitary groups. He received protection under a programme run lagsociated with public universities. His colleagues in Colombia and
the Interior and Justice Ministry between 2006 and 2009 and asked fdexico have been vocal in their support, insisting that Beltran is an
the security measures to be reinstated in November 2009 due dstablished academic, not a terrorist, and suggesting that he is being
increasing threats; however his request was reportedly turned down persecuted for his leftwing political viewStatement by President:
the basis of a national intelligence agency report that indicated he wasDespite Beltran’s denial of the charges against him, President Alvaro
longer under threat. The Ministry had reportedly ordered a new ridiribe has publicly stated, including on the Colombian Presidency’s offi-
analysis but at the time of Castilla’s death this had yet to be carried outal website, that Beltran is the FARC member known as ‘Jaime
According to one source, Castilla had recently reported on a loc@lienfuegos’ and therefore a terrorist. The same assumption has been
landowner’s alleged part in the murder of a Monteria-based lawyerpnsistently repeated in the Colombian and international media. This
corruption in local government bodies and alleged links between parains contrary to Beltrdn’s right to be presumed innocent until proven
military groups and local politicians. He had also recently been a witnegsiilty, as established by international human rights Tewal: On 23
for a Supreme Court investigation into the latter. The national policBecember 2009, Beltran was reportedly transferred from Modelo Prison
began an investigation. President Alvaro Uribe Vélez reportedlin Bogota to an undisclosed location. Neither Beltran nor his family and
condemned Castilla’s murder and offered a 50 million peso (US$26,00@wyer had been informed in advance of the move, which meant that he
reward for information on the crimelpdate: The attorney general took was unable to receive visits from family members over the Christmas
over the investigation on 26 March. Two months later, it was reportegeriod. On 28 December, it was reported that Beltran was being held at
that the authorities had still not identified any suspect or disclosed ahw Picota prison in Bogota. His trial began on 29 December; Beltran had
possible motives. Castilla’s daughter, Tania Castilla Florez, who is r@portedly not been able to consult with his lawyer. The hearing was
witness in the case, was reportedly forced to flee Monteria in late Appbstponed until 17 February 2010 after Beltran decided to change
after being followed and harassed. Other family members had also be#afence lawyerdNew information: On 16 June 2010, it was reported
followed. In an interview in late March, the director of the local radiathat the latest hearing had been postponed due to an appeal submitted b
station that Castilla had worked for stated his belief that Castilla wake defencePEN Position: PEN holds no position on Beltran’s guilt or

killed because of his journalistic work. [RAN 26/10] innocence. It has raised concerns with the Colombian authorities about
. . L irregularities that may affect the fairness of the trial, including President
Imprisoned: investigation Uribe’s statement. It has also called for assurances that Beltran is not

Miguel Angel BELTRAN VILLEGAS: Colombian academi&ear of detained solely for his political viewBackground: Beltran has taught
birth: c. 1965.Date of arrest: 22 May 2009 Place of detention: La  in several public universities in Colombia, including the Universidad de
Picota prison, Bogoté&Details of arrest: Beltran was arrested at the Antioquia and the Universidad Nacional in Bogota, as well as in Mexico.
headquarters of the immigration authorities (INM) in Mexico City,He has won a number of awards for his teaching and has published
Mexico, on 22 May 2009, after being informed that the visa for which heidely in national and international journals. His academic interests
had applied in August 2008 had been denied. A few hours later he wiaslude the analysis of social conflict and the political history of
flown to Colombia in an aeroplane belonging to the Mexican state. OBolombia and Latin America. From August 2008 to May 2009, Beltran
arrival in Bogot4, Colombia, Beltran was detained on the orders of thveas granted a sabbatical from the Universidad Nacional, where he has
Colombian Public Prosecutor (Fiscalia General) and taken into thmen an associate professor since 2005, to undertake postdoctoral
custody of the judicial and intelligence police (Dirreccién General de leesearch at the Universidad Auténoma de México (UNAM) in Mexico
Policia Judicial e Inteligencia, DIJINEharges: Beltran was charged City. Some of his writings, along with other materials, can be seen at:
with being a member of the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forcebttp://www.libertadmiguelangelbeltran.com/.

(FARC), which the Colombian government considers to be an interna-

tional terrorist group. He denied the charges at an initial hearing on 23



. Rodrigo PARDO: director ofCambio magazine, was tried for criminal
On trial defamation. Judge José Alfredo Escobar Araljo began legal action
Edinson LUCIO TORRES: internet journalist (author of the blog against Parrdo following the publication of a 27 November 2008 article
“Lucio y sus notas”) based in Cartagena, Bolivar, is on trial for allegedlglleging that he was linked to an lItalian citizen accused of drug traf-
defaming a senator. The senator sued Lucio Torres for criminal defanfazking. As a resultCambio was ordered to issue a correction on 25
tion in October 2006 after the journalist reported on his blog and radieebruary 2009. However, Escobar felt that the correction was unsatisfac-
programme that the congressman was one of eight people shown to heory and filed a criminal defamation suit. A Bogota criminal court judge
links with paramilitary groups. Lucio Torres, who is also the Bolivar headalled for Pardo’s arrest in August 2009 after ruling that he had failed to
of the opposition Polo Democratico political party, reportedly based hisomply with the court’s original decision. Escobar has brought a number
comments on reports from national newspédgefiempo, the regional of lawsuits against media outlets and journalists who have reported on
Ombudsman'’s Office and a non governmental organisation. The chardgs alleged links to the Italian, including agairfS&mana director
against him were admitted on 14 February 2008 and the Prosecutof$sjandro Santos, columnistsDaniel Coronell and Maria Jimena
Office subsequently ruled that Lucio Torres did not have sufficient prodduzan, as well as columni$flauricio Vargas of El Tiempo (see below).
for his allegations and had slandered the plaimMigy information: The ~ New information: On 3 February 2010, the High Court in Bogota ruled
initial hearing was due to commence on 19 February 2010, having repattat Pardo had complied with the original decision and revoked the arrest

edly been postponed six times. PEN is seeking an update. warrant against him.
Mauricio VARGAS: columnist, was sentenced to three days’ detention
Death threats by the Bogota Circuit Criminal Court for failing to issue a correction to

*Raul PARRA and Fernando POSSO: respectively journalist for the comments he made about Judge José Alfredo Escobar, according to a 3
publication La Hoja de Parra and local columnist, were reportedly December 2009 report. Vargas had reportedly criticized Escobar in a
among five journalists threatened with death in a leaflet that began cirddevember 2008 article published in the national daily newspgper
lating in Cartago, Valle del Cauca department, on 21 February 201T0empo. The article was later rectified in another column but Escobar
According to the leaflet, which was signed by the group “Los Doce de&lonsidered this insufficient and filed a contempt complaint. The judge
Patibulo”, anyone opposed to the current mayor of Cartago would beho ruled in favour of Escobar had also previously ordered Vargas to
designated a “military target” and that the group would target anyorissue a retraction. Escobar has sued a number of other well known jour-
trying to get votes by attacking “those who are trying to do somethingalists and publications for defamation (see entryRodrigo Pardo
positive for Valle del Cauca”. Four similar pamphlets have reportedlgbove) New information: On 1 February 2010, it was reported that the
been distributed in Cartago since March 2009. The acting mayor éfigh Court in Bogota had overturned the ruling and revoked the arrest
Cartago stated that the Mayor’s Office has condemned these pamphletarrant against Vargas.
calling on the authors to seek legal avenues of action. The Cartago police
chief reportedly said he was aware of the latest pamphlet and that appro-
priate action would be takeBackground: Three similar pamphlets that gU BA
circulated in Cartago in March, July and October 2009 were also signed . .
by “Doce del Patibulo” and contained threats against roughly the sarffBPrisoned - main cases (11)
list of people. According to the authorities, no such group exists but thoséarch 2003 Crackdown Trials The following 11 writers, journalists and
who may be behind the threats have not been identified. However, oth&isarians were among 35 sentenced during one-day trials held on 3/4
state that the group does exist, operates in the north of Valle del Cauigaril 2003 under laws governing the protection of the Cuban state. They
and is linked to drug trafficking and hired assassins in the regiomere arrested as part of a crackdown on alleged dissidents that began on

18 March 2003 and in which 75 peoplein total were detained and tried.
Case closed The one-day court hearings were held behind closed doors and there was
Ulilo ACEVEDO SILVA: director and owner of the newspag¢oy insufficient time for the accused to put together a cogent defence. The
Diario del Magdalena, reportedly under investigation by an antiterroristaccusations focused on the alleged conspiratorial dealings between the
prosecutor for alleged links to a local paramilitary group in early 2009]efendants and James Cason, the chief of the US Special Interests
Also claimed to have been subject to death threats in 2006. (For detalisction in Havana. Shortly before the crackdown Cason had consider-
see previous case list.) The investigation into Acevedo appears to haly stepped up his contacts with Cubans who had voiced opposition to
been dropped at the end of 2009. Fidel Castro. Charges All of the detained were tried under Article 91 of
Alfredo MOLANO BRAVO: d.o.b. 1944, sociologist, author and jour- the Penal Code and Law 88. Article 91 deals with charges of acting
nalist, was put on trial for criminal libel (‘calumnia e injuria’) for a 24 against “ the independence of the territorial integrity of the state”, the
February 2007 opinion piece published in the newspapEspectador maximum penalty for which is death. Law 88 is a catch-all piece of legis-
that was critical of a powerful Colombian family’s alleged involvementation that has been used in the past as a means for sending writers and
in contraband coffee and cattle trading, drugs trafficking and electigournalists to prison. It allows for prison sentences of up to 20 years for
fraud. (For further details, see previous case list.) On 9 February 20%8pse found guilty of committing “ actsthat, in line with imperialist inter-
almost two years after the article appeared, Molano was acquitted of edts, are aimed at subverting the internal order of the Nation and
chargesBackground: Molano is the author of around a dozen booksdestroying its political, economic, and social system” Appeals All those
and innumerable articles published in, among otti#rEspectador and  sentenced lodged appeals with the Tribunal Supremo Popular (Supreme
leading magazineSemana and Cromos. His books include Trochas y Popular Tribunal) in April 2003 but none were successful. However,
fusiles (1994)El Tapon del Darien: Diario de una travesia (1996) and  since April 2004, a number of those sentenced have been conditionally
Desterrados: Cronicasdel desarraigo (2001). released, seemingly for health reasons. Background An official state- 25
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ment on the Cuban government website (www.cubagov.cu) explicitly
condemned the alleged actions of James Cason and, by definition, those
with whom he allegedly conspired. The fact that the statement went on to
mention the so-called ‘ Five Heroes' — Cuban nationals who infiltrated
Miami-based anti-Castro organisations — suggests that the arrests may
also have been made as a reprisal, and possibly as a bargaining chip to
obtain their release. This appears to be confirmed by President Raul
Castro's offer on 18 December 2008 to release political prisonersin
exchange for the ‘ Five Heroes', who have been detained in the US since
1998. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights has formally declared that all those
sentenced in the March 2003 clampdown are being detained arbitrarily
(Category I1). Health concerns: the majority of the writers, journalists
and librarians are suffering from health complaints caused or exacer-
bated by the harsh conditions and treatment they are exposed to in
prison. Despite their deteriorating health status, access to adequate
medical treatment is often limited. (See below for individual updates).
***Release deal: Under a deal brokered by the Catholic Church and the
Spanish government in early July 2010, the Cuban government report-
edly agreed to release from prison the remaining 52 dissidents arrested
in March 2003. However, the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Miguel
Angel Moratinos, has gone further, reportedly telling a congressional
committee in Madrid on 12 July that all of Cuba’s political prisoners
would be freed. According to a 20 July report by the BBC, the president
of Cuba’s parliament, Ricardo Alarcon, has confirmed that the Cuban
government is ready to release more political prisoners beyond the 52 it
has already promised. The Cuban government has not explained why it
has agreed to the releases. However, the regime has come under
increasing pressure from the international community following the 23
February death of imprisoned dissident Orlando Zapata Tamayo after an
85-day hunger strike for better prison conditions, harassment of the
dissident group ‘Ladies in White' during protests in March and April,
and reportsin early July that the journalist Guillermo Farifias who went
on hunger strike following Zapata's death was himself in danger of
dying. (Farifias reportedly called off his hunger strike after the releases
were announced.) Releases to date: At the time of going to print, a total
of 11 of the writers, journalists and librarians detained in March 2003
had been released and sent to Spain (see ‘ Released — exiled’ below). One
of the conditions of their release is apparently that they agree to be exiled
to Spain, although they will be free to move el sewhere thereafter. Both the
USA and Chile have reportedly offered to take in the dissidents. The
remaining detainees are due to be released over the next three to four
months. However, some are reportedly refusing to leave Cuba; it is not
yet clear what will happen in these cases. ***

protesting prison conditions. As of late July, unconfirmed reports indi-
cated that Argiielles was one of a number of prisoners refusing to travel
to Spain under the release deal brokered by the Catholic Church and the
Spanish governmertionorary Member: English PEN.

Victor Rolando ARROYO CARMONA: author, journalist
(Independent Union of Independent Cuban Journalists and Writers -
Unién de Periodistas y Escritores de Cuba Independiente, UPECI, and
Cubanet) and independent librarian (Reyes Magos Libr&ae of

birth: 23 December 1951Sentence: 26 yearsExpires: April 2029.

Prison Kilo 5% prison, Pinar del RidCharge: Law 88 and Article 91.
Concerns. Since his imprisonment Arroyo has reportedly been diag-
nosed with various ailments including diabetes, hypertension and
pulmonary emphysema (an irreversible lung condition), and has been
denied medical attention on several occasions. He has staged protests
against prison conditions and as a result has been held in punishment
cells. He is also said to have been attacked by other prisoners and threat-
ened by the prison authorities. In late August 2008 Arroyo was report-
edly transferred from Holguin prison, eastern Cuba, where he had been
held since October 2005, to Kild/bprison in Pinar del Rio, which
means that he is now closer to his family. On 5 June 2009, it was reported
that Arroyo had been hospitalised as a result of a three-week hunger
strike which he had staged in protest at prison conditions, including lack
of medical care and overcrowding. His wife, who had visited him in
hospital, said that his health had greatly deterior&ed.infor mation:
Reportedly went on hunger strike again in late March 2010 in protest at
the fact that the prison authorities were denying him permission to eat
with the plastic utensils doctors had recommended due to his severe
gastric problems. He ended the hunger strike after three days when he
was allowed to use the plastic utensils ag&loenorary member:
Finnish PEN i i

Juan Adolfo FERNANDEZ SAINZ: journalist (correspondent for inde-
pendent news agency Patrid)ate of birth: 30 November 1948.
Sentence: 15 yearsExpires: April 2018. Prison: Canaleta, Ciego de
Avila. Charge Law 88.Concerns: Fernandez is said to have suffered
from numerous health complaints in prison, including emphysema (an
irreversible lung condition), a kidney cyst, arthritis, osteoporosis, hyper-
tension, circulation problems and weight loss. He has reportedly gone on
hunger strike on several occasions in protest at prison conditions, most
recently to gain access to literature with religious content. As of
December 2009, prison conditions were said to be very poor, Fernandez
being housed in a barracks with some 40 other inmates and poor ventila-
tion and hygieneNew information: Reportedly went on hunger strike

for three days in February 2010 in protest at the death in custody of dissi-
dent Orlando Zapata Tamayo, who died on 23 February after a prolonged
hunger strike in protest at prison conditio$onorary Member:

Pedro ARGUELLES MORAN: director of the Cooperative of Catalan PEN, English PEN.
Independent Avilefia Journalists (Cooperativa Avilefia de Periodistadiguel GALVAN GUTIERREZ: journalist (Havana Press agency) and
Independientes, CAPI), Ciego de Avila. Also said to be a cartograph@oordinator of the pro-democracy Varela Project; also said to be a

Year of birth: 24 February 19485entence: 20 yearsExpires: April
2023.Charge: Law 88.Prison Canaleta, Ciego de Avil&oncerns:

mechanical engineeXear of birth: 12 January 1965Sentence: 26
years.Expires: April 2029.Prison: Guanajay, Havan&harge: Article

Since his imprisonment, Arguelles has reportedly suffered from @1 and Law 88Concerns: Galvéan is reported to have suffered a number

number of health complaints including cataracts which have left hirof illnesses in prison and to be physically disabled as a result of a car
almost blind, arthritis, respiratory ailments and weight loss. He reporaccident. He has also reportedly suffered maltreatment by the prison
edly went on hunger strike on at least two occasions in 2007 and 2008aathorities, including being housed with convicted murderers and other
gain access to medicines and periodicals with religious corient.  dangerous prisoners in 2004, and being kept in solitary confinement for
information: Reportedly went on hunger strike for three days inover six months in 2005-06. Despite a June 2007 transfer from the
February 2010 following the death in custody of dissident Orlandmaximum security Agiica prison in Matanzas to Guanajay prison in

Zapata Tamayo, who died on 23 February after a prolonged hunger strltavana, where conditions were reportedly better, in March 2008 it was



reported that Galvan continued to endure solitary confinement, inademphysema (an irreversible lung conditidPyblications: Two volumes
quate medical care and restrictions on family visits. Although thief poetry written while in prisonHistorias gentiles antes de la
maltreatment has in the past been said to be linked to his reporting Besurreccién (Aduana Vieja, Cadiz, 2004) arldemorias de otofio
prison conditions, Galvan continues to file stories from jail, including afEditorial Hispano Cubana, Spain, 2018gw infor mation: In March
August 2008 article on the allegedly abysmal work conditions of pris2010, Iglesias’ second collection of poetkyemorias de otofio, was
oners used as free labour in a local shoe fadRsgent information: As published in Spain. The same month, he was one of a number of writers
of December 2009, still being held at Guanajay prison where accordiigprison who publically called for a mass hunger strike in protest at their
to his sister, he was kept in a cell on his own and was able to read arwhtinuing imprisonment and the ongoing harassment of writers, journal-
study but had limited access to books. He was said to be suffering frasts and activists in Cuba. In April, Iglesias, along with other political
back and joint pain. No further news as of 30 June 2Bthorary prisoners, was reportedly denied permission to attend a religious service
Member: Sydney PEN Centre. held in the prison. In mid July, unconfirmed reports indicated that
Ivan HERNANDEZ CARRILLO: journalist (Agencia Patria news lIglesias is one of a number of prisoners refusing to travel to Spain under
agency) and librarian (Juan Gualberto Gomez Librddgje of birth: the release deal brokered with the Catholic Church and the Spanish
24 May 1971.Sentence: 25 years.Expires. April 2028. Prison: government. As of 22 July, said to be in the prison infirmtdonorary
Guamajal Prison, Villa Clar&harge: Law 88.Concerns: Hernandez  Member: New Zealand PEN. i

reportedly suffers from hypertension and gastritis and has frequentlpsé Miguel MARTINEZ HERNANDEZ: librarian (General Juan
complained about prison conditions. He has often reported gone @&muno Zayas Library), area representative for the unofficial political
hunger strike: demanding decent food and medicine for seriously ill prigroup Movimiento 24 de Febrero, and involved in the pro-democracy
oners in 2003; protesting mistreatment by guards in 2007; demanding\arela project.Date of birth: 4 August 1963.Sentence: 13 years.

be housed in a cell on his own in April 2009 and protesting the confiscExpires. April 2016. Prison: ElI Aguacate high security prison,
tion of a book in October 2009. He has often complained of beinQuivican, Habana provinc&€€harge: Law 88. Concerns: In August
attacked by prison guards and fellow prisoners. In April 2009, Hernand@€008, Martinez reported that sanitary conditions were extremely poor in
said that the prison authorities were encouraging his cell mates to isol&kAguacate, with contaminated drinking water and an outbreak of tuber-
and threaten him, to the point that he feared for his life, while irulosis exacerbated by damp and overcrowding. No further news as of 30
November he complained of constant harassment by prison guards. June 2010; PEN is seeking an update.

New information: Hernandez reportedly went on hunger strike again irHéctor Fernando MASEDA GUTIERREZ: independent journalist,
March 2010, in protest at abuse by prison guards and at the deathauthor and president of the Cuban Liberal Party (Partido Liberal
custody of dissident Orlando Zapata Tamayo, who died on 23 Februa@ybano)Date of birth: 8 January 1943entence: 20 yearsExpires:

after a prolonged hunger strike in protest at prison conditions. In miflpril 2023.Prison: Agllica maximum security prison, Col6n, Matanzas.
July, unconfirmed reports indicated that Hernanez is one of a number®@harge: Law 88 and Article 91Health concerns: Maseda is said to
prisoners refusing to travel to Spain under the release deal brokered wstiffer from hypertension and skin complaints. In 2007 he reportedly had
the Catholic Church and the Spanish governntéahorary Member: numerous skin growths, feared to be malignant, surgically removed.
Catalan and Scottish PEN Centres. Prison conditions: For the first two years and 10 months of his sentence,
Juan Carlos HERRERA ACOSTA: journalist (Eastern Free Press Maseda was reportedly held in solitary confinement in a maximum secu-
Agency - Agencia de Prensa Libre Oriental or APLSentence: 20  rity prison and was not allowed any visits; during this time he reportedly
years.Expires: April 2023. Prison: Guantanamo Provincial Prison. lost a great deal of weight (18 kilos). After his wife delivered a copy of
Charge: Law 88. Concerns: Herrera reportedly suffers from health Maseda’s bookEnterrados Vivos to the Cuban President’s office in
problems including cardio-vascular ailments, vitiligo (a disfiguring skirMarch 2008, it was reported that there had been surveillance of their
condition) and weight loss. He has staged a number of protests includioglls, with Maseda being told his calls would cut off if he read out
hunger strikes - on several occasions reportedly sewing up his mouthnything over the phone. The prison authorities reportedly confiscated a
against the miserable prison conditions, poor medical care and the phgsries of articles and a number of pages from his new book in October
ical and verbal mistreatment to which he claims he is subjected. At t2008. As of December 2009, still detained at Agiiica maximum security
end of 2008 it was reported that he was suffering from psychologicatison, where he was allowed visits every six weeks. His skin complaints
stress. In 2009, he was reportedly in poor health and required hospitalisaportedly worsened in 2009 but despite this he did not receive medical
tion late year. As of December 2009, his psychological problems hdceatment. He reportedly continues to write about prison conditions and
reportedly worsenedNew information: On 21 June 2010, Herrera human rights violationdNew information: On 14 June 2010, Maseda
wrote in an article that he had been transferred from Holguin prison twas reported to be in good healographical details: Maseda is said
Guantanamo Provincial Prison on 12 June as a result of the Cuban state’®e the oldest of the imprisoned writers and journalists in Cuba. An
discussions with the Catholic Church. The prison is supposed to leagineer with a degree in nuclear physics, he began working as an inde-
medium security but according to Herrera he continued to be held undendent journalist in 1995 after losing his government job as a result of
‘special regime’, with visits allowed only every three monthsnorary his political views. He later co-founded the independent news agency
Member: German PEN. Grupo de Trabajo Decoro, which published reports critical of Cuba in the
Régis IGLESIAS RAMIREZ: poet, writer and member of the pro- foreign media. He also wrote for the Miami-based news website
democracy Movimiento Cristiano Liberacion (Christian LiberationCubaNet. Maseda reportedly focused on social, economic and historical
Movement) and Varela Project Varela Projebate of birth: 18  topics not covered in the official press and wrote investigative pieces,
September 1969Sentence: 18 years.Expires: April 2021. Prison including a series on human right abuses in Cuban prisons published
Combinado del Este, Havan&harge: Article 91. Concerns: In shortly before his arrest in 2003. Once jailed, Maseda continued to write
December 2004, Iglesias was reportedly diagnosed with pulmonaapout prison conditions first hanBublications: The first part of his 27
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memoir, Enterrados Vivos (Buried Alive) was published in the United visit him since his arrest. One source indicated that Du Bouchet was
States in 2007, after the manuscript was smuggled out of prison one paajéed in reprisal for his work, which includes reporting on social issues.
at a time. The book, which Maseda intends to have three parts, has d@seviousimprisonment: This is the second time Du Bouchet has been
reportedly been published in the Caribbean and Western Europmprisoned on “disrespect” charges. In August 2005 he was arrested after
Honorary Member: Italian PEN. attending the congress of the pro-democracy Assembly to Promote Civil
Fabio PRIETO LLORENTE: freelance journalist and member of the Society, summarily tried without access to a lawyer and sentenced to one
Asamblea para la Sociedad Civil (Civil Society Assemb¥gar of year in prison. Du Bouchet was released in August 2006, having served
birth: 11 March 1963Sentence: 20 yearsExpires: April 2023.Prison: the sentence in fulNew information: On 14 June 2010, it was reported
El Guayabo, Isla de la Juventu@harge: Article 91 and Law 88. that Du Bouchet had restricted telephone privileges due to alleged ill
Concerns: During his detention Prieto has reportedly suffered from a&onduct but was in good spirits. He was reportedly due to be transferred
variety of medical complaints including hypertension, emphysema (ato another prison.
irreversible lung condition), heart complications, severe back pain, eRaymundo PERDIGON BRITO: d.o.b. 24 November 1965, founder of
infections, allergies and depression. He has reportedly undertakerdependent news agency Yayabo Press, Sancti Spiritus; since his arrest
several hunger strikes in protest at very poor prison conditions, includirRerdigén’s sister has reportedly taken over as editie of arrest: 29
being kept in solitary confinement for months at a time, being held witNovember 2006.Sentence: 4 years.Expires. 28 November 2010.
dangerous prisoners, overcrowding and dirty drinking whi@x: infor - Charge: Article 72 (“social dangerousness'Details of arrest and
mation: On 1 April 2010, it was reported that Prieto had begun a hungérial: Perdigdn was arrested on charges on being a “pre-criminal danger
strike in protest and had been placed in a punishment cell. No furthier society” 29 November 2006 after defying a State Security order to
news as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an ugdaterary Member: cease his journalistic activities, and was sentenced on 5 December 2006.
English PEN Centre. i Prison: Nieves Morejon, Guayos, Sancti Spiritus province. On 10 April
Blas Giraldo REYES RODRIGUEZ: librarian (20 de Mayo Library, 2009, Perdigon’s sister reported that prison authorities were subjecting
Sancti Spiritus) and member of the steering committee of the pro-demdter brother to ill treatment, including hitting, threatening and insulting
racy Varela Project, Sancti Spiritudate of birth: 7 August 1955. him, cutting off his telephone calls and repeatedly locking him up in a
Sentence: 25 years.Expires. April 2028. Prison: Nieves Morejon, punishment cell. Her comments followed a family visit on 8 April when
Sancti SpiritusCharge: Law 88.Concerns: Reyes is said to suffer from a prison guard had reportedly threatened Perdigdn with violence. No
a number of health complaints including arterial hypertension, arthrosisrther news as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an update.
(a degenerative disease of the joints) and gastritis. He was reporte®gmén VELAZQUEZ TORANSO: journalist for the independent
hospitalized in August 2008 for low blood sugar and sudden weight losgews agency Libertadate of trial: 23 January 2007Sentence: 3
which it was feared may indicate the onset of diabetes. Reyes hgsars.Expires: 22 January 201@Charge: Article 72 (“social danger-
denounced prison conditions on several occasions, including floodirgsness”)Details of arrest and trial: Velasquez was arrested on 23
and sanitary problems, severe overcrowding and lack of beds. On 9 Aptdnuary 2007 together with his wife and daughter, both of whom were
2009, Reyes was reportedly diagnosed with diabetic neuropathy f@ed later that day. He was sentenced to three years of supervised parole
complication of diabetes causing damage to the nerves) and was waitlmefore being taken to El Tipico provincial prisénison: Forced-labour
for a second opinion and treatment. According to his wife, Reye€amp in Las Tunas provinc€oncerns: Following a hunger strike in 30
neurologist has recommended that he should not remain imprisoned al@huary 2007 Velasquez was transferred to a forced-labour camp in Las
requires better medical treatment than that available within the prisdunas province in March that yedRecent information: As of 31
servicesNew information: As of mid July 2010, Reyes was reported to December 2009, reportedly still serving his sentence. No further news as
be one of the dissidents awaiting release and exile to Stpaimorary of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an update.
Member: Sydney PEN Centre.

Brief detention
Imprisoned: other main cases (3) Yosvany ANZARDO HERNANDEZ: editor of the online newspaper
Albert Santiago DU BOUCHET HERNANDEZ: director and reporter Candonga and reporter for the website Payolibre, was detained for two
of the Havana-based independent news agency Habana Patssf weeks in September 2009 before being released without charge. Anzardo
arrest: 18 April 2009.Sentence: three yearsExpires: 17 April 2012.  was reportedly arrested and beaten along with blogges Felipe
Prison: Melena 2, south of Havan@harge: “disrespect for authority”. Gonzéalez Rojas (www.cubaencuentro) in Holguin on 10 September.
Detailsof arrest and trial: Du Bouchet was arrested on 18 April 2009 Gonzalez was released after four hours but Anzardo was held until 23
while visiting relatives in Artemisa, near Havana. The circumstances &eptember, when he was reportedly released in the absence of evidence
the arrest are unclear but it understood that he was taken to the loaghinst him. It was thought that the trigger for the writers’ arrest was
police station after a verbal exchange with a police officer. The poligerobably an interview Gonzalez gave to the Miami-based Radio Marti.
have claimed he was shouting anti-government slogans in the street. Mecess taCandonga is reportedly blocked in Cub&lew infor mation:
was transferred to Melena 2 prison to the south of Havana on 10 M&ynzardo was reportedly arrested at his home in San German, Holguin
2009. On 12 May he was sentenced to three years in prison on chargeprokince, on 24 April 2010, and questioned for over six hours about anti-
“disrespect for authority”. There were unconfirmed reports that he wagvernment graffiti found in the city of Holguin.
also reportedly charged with “distributing enemy propaganda”, but iti€alixto Ramén MARTINEZ ARIAS: reporter for news agency
not known whether he was convicted of this charge. The trial was saidltablemos Press, was reportedly arrested on 23 April 2010 while
have been summary and Du Bouchet was reportedly denied access tmeering a commemoration of the late dissident Orlando Zapata Tamayo,
lawyer. He has appealed his sentence but it is thought unlikely that tivio died in prison on 23 February after a prolonged hunger strike.
appeal will be successful. His family had reportedly not been allowed taitially charged with “insulting behaviour,” Martinez was later charged



with the more serious offence of assaulting the police officers whMijail BARZAGA LUGO: journalist (Agencia Noticiosa de Cuba);
arrested him. Witnesses reportedly deny that such an attack took plabmther of well known human rights activist Belkis Barzaga Lpie
On 14 May, after three weeks in detention, Martinez was released frashbirth: 25 April 1967. Released and arrived in Spain on 15 July 2010.
Havana's Valle Grande prison pending trial for of “aggravated assaulBarzaga was sentenced to 15 years in prison under Law 88 in 2003.
against police officers. Martinez claims that the charges are baseless Buhorary Member: Netherlands PEN.
intended to prevent him from working as a journalist. He was arresteldilio César GALVEZ RODRIGUEZ: freelance journalist from 2001;
again on 25 May while he was covering a protest by dissidents in Havapeeviously worked for the official media for 24 yea¥sar of birth: 22
and held without charge until 5 June, when he was released and deporedjust 1944. Released 12 July 2010 and arrived in Spain the next day.
to his home province of Camaguéy. Another independent journaliggalvez was sentenced to 15 years in prison under Law 88 in 2003.
Carlos Serpa Maceira was reportedly arrested alongside Martinez onJosé L uis GARCIA PANEQUE: journalist (Agencia Libertad press
this occasion but was quickly released (see beld@®eckground: agency) and librarian (Carlos J Finlay Library); said to have previously
Martinez has reportedly been arrested many times in the past and hasked as a plastic surgeddate of birth: 24 July 1965. Released on 12
been deported to Camagtiey on three occasions in connection with Bidy 2010 and arrived in Spain the next day. Garcia was sentenced to 24
journalism. years in prison under Law 88 and Article 91 in 206&norary

*Juan Carlos REYES OCANA: journalist for the news agency Holguin Member: American and English PEN Centres.
Press, was reportedly arrested by the National Revolutionary Poli®icardo Severino GONZALEZ ALFONSO: journalist, librarian and
(PNR) in Holgum on 29 January 2010, taken to police barracks armbet.Date of birth: 19 February 1950. Released on 12 July 2010 and
charged with “insult”, “disobedience” and “illegal economic activity”. arrived in Spain the next day. Gonzéalez was sentenced to 20 years in
He was released pending trial the following day. Reyes could reportedbyison under Article 91 in 2003.

face a prison sentence. Léster Luis GONZALEZ PENTON: independent journalist
(Movimiento Democracia) and member of human rights movement
Attacked ALFA-3. Year of birth: 22 February 1977; said to be the youngest of the

*Angel SANTIESTEBAN: internet writer, was reportedly attacked by 75 dissidents arrested in March 2003. Released on 12 July 2010 and
two unknown men on a street in Havana on 16 May 2010. The first manrived in Spain the next day. Gonzalez was sentenced to 20 years in
approached Santiesteban, warned him to stop ‘acting the counter-revghuison under Article 91 in 2008lonorary M ember: American, English
tionary’ and snatched some of his papers, including a post for his blegpd Sydney PEN Centresionorary member: Finnish PEN and
entitled ‘Los hijos que nadie quiso’ (The sons that no one wanted). @erman PEN.
scuffle ensued and the assailant pulled out a knife. When Santiesteldor mando HERNANDEZ GONZALEZ: director of the news agency
attempted to defend himself, another man appeared with a piece @amaguey College of Independent Journalists (Colegio de Periodistas
piping and began beating the writer, leaving him with a broken arnindependientes de Camagtiey), journalist (Cubabete of birth: 21
Santiesteban was taken to hospital for treatmBatkground: In October 1969. Released and arrived Spain on 14 July 2010. Hernandez
March, Santiesteban had reportedly been called to the Ministry of theas sentenced to 25 years in prison under Article 91 and other provisions
Interior for questioning. In April, the vice president for international rela-of the Criminal CodeHonorary Member: American, Canadian and
tions of the Cuban Book Institute reportedly accused him of ‘mercenaBnglish PEN. Recipient of the 2007 American PEN/Barbara Goldsmith

behaviour’ on the basis of his blog. Freedom to Write Award.
Pablo PACHECO AVILA: freelance journalist (independent news
Harassed agencies Agencia Patria and Cooperativa Avilefia de Periodistas

*Magaly NORVIS OTERO SUAREZ: independent journalist IndependientesPate of birth: 4 April 1970. Released on 12 July 2010
(Hablemos Press news agency and Radio Marti, based in Miami) aadd arrived in Spain the next day. Pacheco was sentenced to 20 years
blogger. On 27 April 2010, it was reported that Norvis had been givenunder Law 88 in 20031onorary Member: Bolivian PEN.
summons to report to the National Revolutionary Police in Havana for “alfredo Manuel PULIDO LOPEZ: human rights activist and freelance
conversation” on 29 April. No further information; PEN monitoring. journalist (director of El Mayor news agency, Camagtiege of birth:

Norvis is reportedly a supporter of the activists group Ladies in Whit&4 November 1960.
and writes a blog about human rights violations. Released from prison and arrived in Spain with his family on 22 July

*Carlos SERPA MACEIRA: director of the Unién de Periodistas Libres 2010. Pulido was sentenced to 14 years in prison under Article 91 in
de Cuba (Free Journalists Union of Cuba), was reportedly arrested By03.
state security agents in Nueva Gerona on 17 January 2010 and detai®edar RODRIGUEZ SALUDES: director of the independent press
for eight hours before being released the same day. However, accordaggency Nueva Prensa Cubabate of birth: 11 July 1965. Released and
to Serpa he was then temporarily placed under house arrest. He veasved Spain on 14 July 2010. Rodriguez was sentenced to 27 years in
briefly arrested again on 25 May alongs@iaixto Ramoén Martinez prison under Article 91 in 2003.

Arias while he was covering a protest by dissidents in Havana (sé#onorary member: Finnish PEN Centre.

above). Omar MoisésRUiZ HERNANDEZ: freelance journalist (news agency
. Grupo de Trabajo Decoro and CubaNé&te of birth: 16 November
Released - exiled (11) 1947. Released on 12 July 2010 and arrived in Spain the next day. Ruiz

The following 11 writers were released in July 2010 and sent to Spain ~ was sentenced to 18 years in prison under Article 91 in 200orary
following a deal brokered by the Catholic Church and the Spanish Member: Swedish PEN. i

government (see above for details of release deal; see previous caselists  José Ubaldo IZQUIERDO HERNANDEZ: freelance journalist (inde-

for details of prison conditions and health concerns during detention): pendent news agency Grupo de Trabajo Decoro and CubaNet), libora@8n



30

(director of Sebastian Arcos Bergnes library) and pro-democrac& .
activist.Date of birth: 6 November 1965. n trial

Released and arrived in Spain on 23 July 2010. Izquierdo reportedPeter TAVRA FRANCO: journalist for the newspap®&iario Universo,
intends to resettle with his family in Chile, which has offered him politwas sentenced to six months in prison on 15 January 2010 on defamation
ical asylum. He was sentenced to 16 years in prison under Article 91 ¢harges and was also ordered to pay US$3,000 in damages. The lawsuil

2003. stemmed from a February 2009 article in which Tavra described a
. woman’s escape from a clinic after she was arrested for human traf-
Released - on expiry of sentence ficking. The woman in question claimed that the article had caused

Enyor DIAZ ALLEN: Guantanamo correspondent for the Hablemosserious damage to her “good name and reputation” and sued. According
Press news agency (Centro de Informacion Hablemos Pressto-Tavra, the article was based on police documents that supported the
CIHPRESS), was reportedly detained on 3 May (World Press Freedanformation. A court of first instance originally dismissed the case.
Day) 2009 and on 8 May 2009 was sentenced to a year in prison fdowever, a court of second instance declared the journalist guilty on
‘desacato’ or ‘insulting behaviour’. Reportedly released on 3 May 2018ppeal. Tavra filed an appeal against the verdict on 22 January. PEN
on completion of his sentence. monitoring.

Oscar SANCHEZ MADAN: Matanzas correspondent for the Miami-

based website CubaNet. Following repeated warnings by local authoffeleased

ties to stop working as a journalist, SAnchez was arrested on 13 Apvliiiton CHACAGUASAY FLORES: editor and director of the weekly
2007 and convicted the same day. He was sentenced to four yearsx@wspapeta Verdad, based in Machala, southern Ecuador, served at
prison on charges of “social dangerousness” under Article 72, reducediéast 14 months in prison on criminal libel charges in 2008-10 (see
three years on appeal. Sanchez was released on 11 April 2010, havimgvious case list for details). The second, four-month sentence was due
served his sentence in full. While in prison, he complained of maltreats expire on 8 November 2009; however as of 30 March 2010,
ment, including being attacked and threatened by other inmateShacaguasay was reportedly still imprisoned. He was said to be facing a
restricted communications and inadequate medical attention. Sanchemmber of other law suits, including one seeking damages of
reportedly continued to write about human rights abuses from prisobS$400,000 on the same charges. No further news as of 30 June 2010;
despite threats from the prison authorities. On his release, he said thasssumed to have been released. [RAN 65/08 and updates]

intended to continue his work as a journalist and human rights defender.

Previous harassment: Sanchez had covered a local corruption scanddbase closed

in March 2007, along with social problems in Matanzas. Prior to HiEmilio PALACIO: reporter and editor for the Guayaquil-based news-
imprisonment he had been detained twice since 2006, in September 2@@erEl Universo, was sentenced to three years on 26 March 2010 for
and March 2007, and had been repeatedly warned by local authoritiesd&efaming the head of National Finance Corporation (CFN), a govern-

stop working as a journalist. ment agency that gives loans to small businesses, in an August 2009
. opinion piece. Palacio was also ordered to pay US$10,000 in legal costs.
Non custodial sentence The case was brought in October 2009 following an aggressively-worded

*Dania Virgen GARCIA (f): opposition journalist who contributes to the piece by Palacio on 27 August which referred to long delays in
opposition websites Primavera Digital and CubaNet and also runs a blpgpcessing CFN'’s small loans and criticized the head of the company.
(daniavirgenaarcia.dogspot.com which is reportedly linked to a radical The article was based on an investigative report published in the news-
anti-Castro group based in Miami, USA. Garcia (41) was arrested at haper a few days before. However, on 7 June, it was reported that the
home in Havana on 22 April 2010 and the next day was sentenced to giaintiff withdrew his complaint shortly before Palacio’s appeal hearing,
year and eight months in prison on charges of “abuse of authority”, aesulting in the case being dropped.
the grounds that she had allegedly turned her 23-year-old daughter out of
her home. Garcia was released pending the outcome of her appeal on 7

May. On 14 May, her sentence was reportedly reduced to a fine of SG UATEMALA

pesos (12 US$). She condemned her trial as politically motivated. ! L L. .
Killed: official investigation ongoing

Hugo ARCE BARILLAS: journalist and writer, was found dead in a

ECUADOR hotel room in Guatemala City on 23 January 2008. He had reportedly
. i been shot through the heart. The official verdict was suicide, which
Killed: motive unknown Arce’s family contested. Arce is said to have written various articles

*Jorge SANTANA CARBONELL: editor of the weekly papdiribuna  against President Alvaro Colom and his wife in the run-up to the 2007
and presenter for a TV station in Pasaje, southern Ecuador, died ond&heral elections, and some reports imply that the president had asked
March 2010, after having been in a coma for seven days. Santana whas editor ofLa Hora newspaper to stop publishing Arce’s opinion
riding his motorbike on 16 March when he was hit by a car and latgreces. The president’s wife had reportedly led criminal defamation
found unconscious. While he was being taken to the hospital, Santactzarges against Arce in December 200%estigation: In November
reportedly said that someone had been following him. At the time h2008, Arce’s lawyer and family accused the special prosecutor in charge
death was reported, the accident had not been satisfactorily explainafdhe investigation of distorting evidence in order to present Arce’s death
and it was believed that it may have been a reprisal by criminals who hasd suicide, and requested that the prosecutor be replaced. On 6 March
been affected by Santana’s articles. 2009, Arce’s daughters reportedly met the Prosecutor General (Fiscal

General) and claimed to have proof that the previous prosecutor had



planted evidence and manipulated the crime scene. As of May 20G9iminals asked his family to ask for a ransom. Rivera’s body was found
Arce’s family was apparently still seeking a reassessment of the causeoof8 July, almost four months after his abduction, in a ditch in the Buena
his death. No further news as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking confirnzaea of Vista Copan department, western Honduras. The motive for his

tion that an official investigation is ongoing. kidnapping and death is unknown. Rivera was reportedly buried in early
August 2009, after forensic tests had confirmed his identity. At that time,
Death threats the investigation into his murder was ongoing. According to his family,

*Marvin DEL CID ACEVEDO: investigative journalist with the daily the police officers leading the investigation had been changed without
newspapetrel Periddico, was reportedly attacked and threatened withexplanation. At the end of 2009, the crime remained unsolved. No further
death on 24 June 2010 after reporting on corruption and human trafews as of 30 June 2010.
ficking. On that day, two unidentified assailants broke into del Cid
Acevedo’s home in Guatemala City while the journalist was at worlAttacked
stole two computers and left a message written on a mirror saying: “Ydwsé ALEMAN: correspondent for the daily newspafeampo and a
will die”. Shortly before the break-in, del Cid reportedly had received aational radio station, based in San Marcos de Ocotepeque, near the
number of anonymous phone calls that were insulting and questioned birder with EI Salvador, was reportedly subject to threatening attacks in
reporting in an aggressive manner. Security personnel at his newspafage March 2010, as a result of which he fled the country. On the morning
also told him that they saw a suspicious car following him on 28 Mayf 28 March, Aleman reportedly received an anonymous phone call; the
Del Cid reported the incidents to the police and the prosecutor to investaller insulted him and warned him to stop reporting the news. The call
gate crimes against the press and union leaders. As of 2 July, the locaine about seconds after Radio América, the station for which Aleman
authorities had not disclosed any possible motive or identified anyorks, broadcast his report on a shooting between Honduran police and
suspects. Del Cid had recently reported on an official from thelleged criminals in San Marcos de Ocotepeque. Later that day, two
Guatemalan Immigration Service who was accused of human traffickinmidentified armed men broke into Aleméan’s home and opened fire. The
and on alleged influence-peddling involving a congressman. He had ajsairnalist, who was not home at the time, found out about the attack at
recently been a witness in a trial against local police over its actions irttze local police station where he had gone after a car tried to obstruct him
violent 2003 demonstration organized by supporters of former dictatas he was riding a bicycle. Aleman stayed at the police station until he
Efrain Rios Montt, during which the journalist Héctor Ramirez waslecided to leave the country late the same evening. As of 1 April, the

killed. authorities had reportedly not identified any suspects or disclosed
possible motives behind the harassment. Five broadcast journalists were
Case closed targeted and killed in Honduras in March.

Rall FIGUEROA-SARTI: founder and owner of the independent

publishing house F&G Editores, which is known for its titles on the

human rights and socio-political situation in Guatemala. On 6 AuguM EXICO

2009, a court in Guatemala City sentenced Figueroa to one year in prison )

and a 50,000 quetzal (approx. US$6,080) fine for allegedly publishing/€lled: motive unknown )

photograph on a cover of a novel without the permission of the photogrderge Alberto OCHOA MARTINEZ: editor and publisher of local

pher, Mardo Arturo Escobar. Figueroa denied the charges and the prosewspaperskl Oportuno based in Chilpancingo aril Sol de la Costa

cution appeared groundless given that, since filing the case, Escobar baded in Ayutla de los Libres, Guerrero state, was shot dead on 29 January

reportedly twice admitted that he did in fact give permission for th€010. Ochoa (55) was reportedly shot several times in the face after

photo in question to be used. There were concerns that the case agdewesting a birthday party for a local politician at a restaurant in Ayutla de

Figueroa was brought in retaliation for his publication of books oios Libres. Ochoa had not reported receiving any threats. According to a

human rights abuses in Guatemala. Figueroa remained under house aeléague, his newspapers did not tend to cover sensitive stories such as

in Guatemala City pending the appeal and was obliged to ask the authdmig trafficking or corruption in any depth due to the poor security situa-

ities for permission each time he left the capital or country. His wife antion in Guerrero for journalists and in general. However, his family report-

daughter live in New York and were unable to travel to Guatemala due ¢dlly believe that his murder may be connected to his work. Guerrero has

threats issued there against his wife in 2007. Figueroa was finalbecome one of the most dangerous states for journalists as a result of a

acquitted on appeal on 5 February 2010, releasing him from house arréstf war between two drug cartels and the state and federal forces’

The Public Prosecutor had the right to appeal but as of 30 June hattempts to remain in contrdlpdate: On 11 March, the Guerrero state

apparently not done so. (For further details, see previous case list). [RANSstice Ministry arrested two suspects, Honorario Herrera Villanueva and

34/09] David Bravo Jerénimo. According to the Ministry, the two men paid a taxi
driver to kill Ochoa after he drove the wrong way down a one-way street
and refused to reverse in order to let their vehicle pass. On 24 March, it

HONDURAS was reported that the Guerrero state attorney general’s office had identi-
: L L i fied Bravo Jeronimo as the mastermind behind the murder; he had report-
Killed: official investigation ongoing edly confessed to murdering Ochoa following previous tensions between

Bernardo RIVERA: journalist for the daily newspap@iempo, based in  the two men. Ochoa’s widow, Maria del Carmen Castro, questioned the
San Pedro Sula, and a radio station, as well as a former memberre$ult of the investigation and said she believed that her husband had been
Congress, was kidnapped by armed men belonging to an organized crikilked for his work after receiving threats, which the state attorney general
group in Concepcion, Santa Barbara, on 14 March 2009. The authoritiwas aware of but had chosen to ignore, and that Bravo Jerénimo was
were unable to locate Rivera’s abductors. Reports vary as to whether tieng used as a scapegoRAN 08/10] 31



*Evaristo PACHECO SOLIS: reporter for the weekly newspapésion — on 10 April. His throat had been slit. The motive for the killing is not
Informativa, was found dead in Guerrero state on 12 March 201&known. His employers are not sure if the murder was linked to Villicafia’s
Pacheco (33) had been shot several times and his body left by the sidenafrk as a journalist. However they have reportedly said that Villicafia
aroad near the state capital Chilpancingo. It is not yet known whether fiad received threats which he had reported to the Michoacan state justice
murder was related to his journalism. [RAN 27/10] department in late March but that the authorities had failed to take any

*Jorge RABAGO VALDEZ: journalist for the daily newspapdra  action. His death occurred the same week as the disappearance of anothe
Prensa and two radio stations, died in Reynosa, Tamaulipas state, onMichoacan journalistRamén Angeles Zalpa of the newspapeZambio
March 2010. The state prosecutor’s office said that Rabago (49) had dimMichoacan (see below). [RAN 31/10]
of natural causes after suffering an embolism (obstruction of a blood
vessel) and falling into a diabetic coma. However, according to sont€lled: official investigation ongoing
local reporters, Rabago had reportedly been stopped by police and badigé Bladimir ANTUNA GARCIA: crime and security affairs reporter
beaten prior to being admitted to hospital. The state prosecutor hi@ms the newspapetl Tiempo de Durango, was found dead in Durango,
reportedly denied that the reporter was assaulted. It is not yet knowapital of Durango State, on the evening of 2 November 2009, after being
whether Rabago’s death was related to his journalism. [RAN 27/10] abducted while on his way to work earlier that day. He was found to have

*Juan Francisco RODRIGUEZ RIOS and Maria Elvira  died of “asphyxia from strangulation”, but according to some reports his
HERNANDEZ GALENA (f): husband-and-wife journalists, were shot body also bore bullet wounds to the head and abdomen. A note was
dead in the internet café they owned near their home in Coyuca @®ind next to his body which reportedly statethis happened to me for
Benitez, Guerrero state, on 28 June 2010. Rodriguez (49) and Hernandeing information to soldiers and for writing too much.” In the week
(36) were reportedly shot at close range by two unidentified gunmen whefore his death, Antuna (39) had reportedly broken a story about police
drove up to the café. The couple are survived by their two children, agedrruption in Durango and had also been investigating the unsolved
17 and eight; the younger child witnessed the shooting but was noturder of anotheEl Tiempo de Durango journalist, Carlos Ortega
injured. Rodriguez was the local correspondent for two daily newsp&amper, who was similarly abducted and killed in May 2009 (see entry
pers,El Sol de Acapulco andDiario Objetivo, while Herndndez edited below). Previous threats: Antuna had reportedly been receiving
the weekly papegemanario Nueva Linea. Rodriguez had been a jour- repeated death threats since late 2008 and was the target of an apparer
nalist in the Costa Grande region, north of Acapulco, for 20 years, ardsassination attempt on 28 April 2009. Despite reporting the latter to the
had provided general coverage of the regiorEldsol de Acapulco for Durango State Public Prosecutor's Office (Procuraduria General de
the past five years. He was also secretary general of the local brancHo$ticia del Estado de Durango), Antuna was not provided with any
the National Union of Press Reporters (SNRP) in Coyuca de Benitez @®tection and continued to receive threats. On 26 May - the same day
well as a member of the technical committee of the Guerrero statieat another Durango-based journal&iseo Barr6n Hernandez, was
Support Fund for Journalists. A few days before the shooting, Rodriguéaund dead after having been kidnapped from his home (see entry below)
reportedly took part in an annual convention for Guerrero state journalan anonymous call was reportedly made tdahBempo offices saying
ists in Coyuca de Benitez, during which concern was voiced abotitat Antuna would be next. Antuna had reportedly exchanged informa-
growing violence against journalists in Mexico. The Guerrero state proien about police corruption and organised crime with Barr6n on several
ecutor’s office began an investigation on 29 June. To date the motive faccasions. He had previously received numerous threats on his mobile
the crime is not known. [RAN 39/10] phone and on his work telephone warning him not to publish “delicate”

*Valentin VALDES ESPINOSA: co-founder of and journalist for the information. The caller sometimes identified himself as a member of Los
daily newspapezdcalo de Saltillo, was abducted on 7 January 2010 andZetas, a paramilitary group reportedly linked to the Gulf drug cartel. One
found dead in Saltillo, Coahuila state, the following day. Valdés, whof the calls was apparently made from inside the Gémez Palacio peniten-
covered local news including crime, reportedly left the newspaper officéimry in Durango. On 1 October, Antuna said that he had received a
with two colleagues late on the night of 7 January. In the centre slimmons at thEl Tiempo office, ordering him to provide a statement to
Saltillo, their car was intercepted by a group of men who forced Valdéee Durango State Public Prosecutor’s Office on 6 October. No reason
and another, unnamed reporter into a vehicle and drove away. Accordiwgs given for the summoril Tiempo published an article about it in an
to the Coahuila state attorney general’s office, Valdés was found deadeiffiort to protect AntundJpdate: No further news on the investigation as
front of a hotel in Saltillo early on the morning of 8 January. He hadf 30 June 2010; PEN monitoring. [RAN 54/09]
reportedly been tortured and shot several times. On his corpse a mesdakgeo BARRON HERNANDEZ: crime reporter for the Torreén-based
was found that readThisis going to happen to those who don’t under- daily newspapeta Opinién and other local newspapers, in Gémez
stand. The message is for everyone.” The attorney general’s office has Palacio, Durango state, was abducted on 25 May 2009 and subsequently
stated that the murder was carried out by organized crime. The natiomalirdered. That night, around eight hooded and armed men reportedly
news magazindroceso reported that the other journalist who was entered Barrén’s house in Gomez Palacio, beat him in front of his wife
abducted was later released, but this had not been confirmed by eithad two children, and forced him into a vehicle parked outside. His body
Zocalo de Sltillo or the attorney general’s office. According to the newswas found the next morning in a ditch in the municipality of Tlahualiko,
paper, the third reporter who was with Valdés was not abducte®urango, next to Coahuila state. He had a gunshot wound to his head and
Background: In July 2006, another journalist from the same newspapeaccording to some reports his body also bore signs of torture. Barrén (35)
chain,Rafael Ortiz Martinez, disappeared in Monclova, Coahuila, andhad covered police and crime foa Opinion, based in Torredn in the
has not been seen since. [RAN 03/10] neighbouring state of Coahuila, for the last 10 years. It is understood that

*Enrique VILLICANA PALOMARES: columnist for the daily news- he had recently reported on a corruption scandal in the Torredn police as
paperLa Voz de Michoacan, as well as a teacher, was kidnapped on &result of which 302 police officers were fired and at least 20 others were

32 April 2010 and found dead in Morelia, Michoacéan state, five days lateinvestigated. nvestigation: The journalist’s family filed a complaint



with the Attorney General's Office (Procuraduria General de latation Radio Nomndaa/ La Palabra del Agua (The Word of the Water),
Republica, PGR). The investigation was reportedly taken over by fedeiacluding an interview with Nomndaa founder David Valtierra Arnago,
authorities for reasons that were unclear. On 28 May 2009 it was reportetlich Gutiérrez reportedly intended to include in his documentary.
that the PGR had offered an award of five million pesos (approxnvestigation: According to local press reports, one lead pointed to the
US$380,000) for information leading to the arrest of Barrén’s killers. Oimvolvement of Aceadeth Rocha Ramirez, mayor of Xochistlahuaca
6 June 2009, five men presumed to be members of the Zetas, a paramilimicipality in Costa Chica. Rocha is allegedly one of a number of local
tary group involved in drug trafficking and extortion, were reportedlypolitical leaders opposed to indigenous movements and Radio Nomndaa.
arrested in connection with Barrén’s murder. One of them, Israédnother lead suggested that Gutiérrez may have angered the authorities
Sanchez Jaimes, has allegedly confessed to firing the shot that killeg filming members of the Federal Investigations Agency (Agencia
Barrén on the orders of Zetas leader Lucio Fernandez, who was repdfederal de Investigacion, AFI) as they raided the radio station. As of 31
edly angered by the media’s coverage of his activities. On 31 AuguBecember 2009, the crime reportedly remained unsolypdate: No

2009, a district judge in Saltillo, Coahuila state, ordered the five suspeétsther news; PEN is seeking further information and confirmation that

- Israel Sanchez Jaimes, José Pedro Jauregui Jiménez, Raul Francibednvestigation is ongoin@ackground: Gutiérrez had researched the
Rodriguez Valderrama, Victor Alfredo Lépez Ramirez and Oscandigenous people of southern Guerrero for more than 20 years, particu-
Cardenas Castillo - to be put on trial for crimes including kidnapping anldrly in Costa Chica. He had been involved in various cultural projects
premeditated murder. Three of them had reportedly given statemeittere, including Radio Nomndaa and the establishment of the first
admitting their part in kidnapping Barrotlpdate: As of the first ~ Amuzgo community libraryPublications: His publications include:a
anniversary of Barrén’s death in late May 2010, the investigation intradicién oral afromestiza en México (1985),Nabor Ojeda Caballero, €l
Barron’s murder had reportedly ground to a halt. [RAN 24/09] batallador del sur (1991),La conjura delos negros— cuentos de la tradi-
Gerardo Israel GARCIA PIMENTEL: journalist for the daily news- cién oral afromestiza de la costa chica de Guerreo y Oaxaca (1993),
paperLa Opinién, based in Michoacén, was shot dead while driving hi®anzas y misica de origen africano en la Costa Chica de Guerrero
motorcycle in Uruapan, Michoacan state, on 8 December 2007. Realisi(iP93),Déspotas y caciques — una antropologia politica de los amuzgos

that he was being followed, Garcia Pimentel pulled up at the hotel whetle Guerrero (2001) and_a historia del estado de Guerrero atravésde su

he was living with his family, but on arrival in the car park he was shatultura — una perspectiva antropolégica (2008). [RAN 42/08;
approximately 20 times by unidentied men wearing hoods. The journalistternational PEN Day of the Imprisoned Writer 2009 action]

had reported on agricultural issues for several years. The GeneMhrtin Javier MIRANDA AVILES: reporter for the daily newspaper
Prosecutor’'s Ofce was in charge of the investigation of the case. OrPanorama and correspondent for the news ageQogdratin, was found
March 2008, the Mexican Senate agreed to ask federal authoritiesdimbbed to death at his home in Zitacuaro, Michoacan state, on 12 July
investigate Garcia Pimentel's murder. On 25 August 2009, the Mexic&®09. The motive for the killing is not clear. Miranda Avilés only covered
National Human Rights Commission (Comisién Nacional de logrime very occasionally. His colleagues reportedly stated that he had
Derechos Humanos, Mexico - CNDH) cited Garcia’s case as an exampéeently received threats, but also thought it likely that the killing was a
of an investigation into a journalist’s murder where the authorities hadrime of passion’. However, according to the managemerdradrama,

not followed up on all lead$New information: On 16 July 2010, the the murder could have been intended as a reprisal against the newspaper.
state authorities reportedly said that Garcia’s murder remained unsolvBdo weeks earlier, some news vendors were reportedly attacked while
but that the investigation was ongoing. According to the Public Ministryselling an edition oPanorama that contained a report on the arrest of a
Garcia’s family had refused to cooperate in the last review of the cagmlice officer in possession of weapons and diNga.infor mation: On
Background: AnotherLa Opinidn reporterMauricio Estrada Zamora 16 July 2010, the state authorities said that it had identified suspects for
went missing on 14 February 2008 (see below). Miranda’s murder but they had yet to be located. The motive for the
Miguel Angel GUTIERREZ AVILA: anthropologist, linguist, author crime remained unknown. [RAN 29/09]

of a number of books on the indigenous people of Guerrero state aNdrberto MIRANDA MADRID: editor and columnist for the website
activist for the rights of the Amuzgo people, was killed late on 25 Julgf the online radio station Radio Visién and presenter for the same, as
2008 or the early hours of 26 July while driving towards the capital ofvell as journalist for a number of newspapers, was shot dead at Radio
GuerreroCircumstances of death: Gutierrez's body was found by the Visién’s offices in Nuevo Casas Grandes, Chihuahua State, on 23
side of the Acapulco-Pinotepa highway near La Caridad community i8eptember 2009. According to reports, a number of men forced their way
the municipality of San Marcos on the morning of 26 July 2008. He hadto the premises late that night and shot Miranda repeatedly after he
been driving towards the capital of Guerrero, Chilparwithg los Bavo. identified himself. The journalist reportedly died at the scene. His
Although initial police reports suggested that Gutiérrez (53) died as ttother, who also works for the station, was present at the time but was
result of a car accident, it is thought that he was beaten to death. He mad injured. Miranda (44), who had 15 years’ experience as a journalist,
been working on a documentary on indigenous cultures and traditiomgés known for his column ‘Cotorreando con El Gallito’ (Chatting with
but had reportedly also been documenting human rights violations by tkiee Little Rooster, or the Tough Guy), which often covered social issues
authorities. According to his family, the vehicle in which Gutiérrez wasncluding criminal groups and the lack of public safety. His last column,
travelling was untouched and only his filming equipment had beepublished the day before he was killed, mentioned the murders of 25
stolen. A few days before his death, between 23 and 25 July, Gutiérneeople in Nuevo Casas Grandes since the beginning of September, attrib-
had visited the Suljaa’ and Cozoyoapan communities in Costa Chicated to the Juarez drug trafficking cartel. Miranda’'s 5 September piece
Guerrero, for a documentary film he was making on indigenous culturesferred to the capture in Nuevo Casas Grades of some members of the
and traditions, entitled ‘La Danza del Tigre’ (The Dance of the Tiger)La Linea’ (The Line), the armed wing of the Juarez cartel, including
During his visit, Gutiérrez had also documented alleged human righBodolfo Escajada, who is on the US Drug Enforcement Administration
violations by the authorities against the staff of the community raditist. Following this article Miranda was reportedly subject to harassme88
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The authorities were said to be reviewing Miranda'’s recent articles (sbeen offered security measures by the state authorities but he had consid-
http://www.radiovisioncasasgrandes.com/CotorrandoConElGallito.htmgred them unnecessary. However another version suggests that
in search of a possible motive for the killiigpdate: No further news  Rodriguez had asked for protection from the attorney general’s office but
on the investigation as of 30 June 2010; PEN monitoring. [RAN 51/09]this request had been turned down. It has also been reported that a few
Ernesto MONTANEZ VALDIVIA: editor for local newspapé&nfoque  days before his death, Rodriguez had published an article linking the
del Sol de Chihuahua, was shot dead on 14 July 2009 while driving hisnephew of the attorney general to drug traffickBedated attacks: In

car in Ciudad Juéarez, Chihuahua state. His 17-year-old son, who was hime weeks following Rodriguez’ murder, death threats were received by
at the time, was badly wounded and was taken to hospital. The car borether journalists foEl Diario and other media in Ciudad Juarez and
sticker saying “Press 2007” as well as his newspaper’s ndpuate: Chihuahua state. On 6 November 2008, a decapitated head had report-
No further news on the investigation as of 30 June 2010; PEN moredly been left at Journalists’ Square in Ciudad Juarez. Rodriguez’ wife,
toring. [RAN 29/09] also a journalist, reportedly feared for her safety and that of her children.
Carlos ORTEGA SAMPER: columnist for the daily Durango City- Investigation: The state prosecutor and the Federal Special Prosecutor
based newspap@&t Tiempo de Durango, was shot dead in Santa Maria on Crimes against Journalists (Fiscalia Especial de Delitos Cometidos
El Oro, Durango State, on 3 May 2009. The journalist was known for hiontra Periodistas, FEADP) are reportedly in charge of the investigation.
criticism of local government corruption and had reportedly been threa®n 23 June 2009, it was reported that the state attorney general’s office
ened by local officials only days before. Ortega (52) was driving homiead sent the findings of its investigation to the federal attorney general’s
when he was intercepted by four unidentified men who pulled him froroffice (PGR) in February so that the alleged mastermind and his accom-
his car and, after a heated argument, shot him three times in the head pHees, reportedly drug cartel members, could be arrested. Despite this,
died at the scene. The previous day, Ortega had written an article allegimy arrests had taken place. However, the PGR representative in
that town mayor Martin Silvestre Herrera and local official Juan Manué&hihuahua subsequently denied that the investigation was complete or
Calderén Guzmén had threatened him in connection with a 28 Aptihat the identity or whereabouts of the assassins were known. On 13
article criticising hygiene conditions in a local abattoir. Ortega also indiNovember 2009, a year after Rodriguez’ murder, it was reported that the
cated that he was investigating allegations of corruption by locdbcal and federal attorney generals continue to follow different lines of
policeman Salvador Flores Triana, and that these three men shoulddsejuiry. The culprits had still not been identified and two prosecutors in
held responsible if anything happened to him. This article was awaitirgharge of investigating the case had been assassinated. The Mexican
publication at the time of Ortega’s death. The editoEloTiempo de  Social Security Institute had reportedly refused to pay a widow’s and
Durango reportedly believes that Ortega was killed in retaliation for hiorphan’s pension to Rodriguez’ wife and daughter because it claimed
reporting local government corruptiornvestigation: The state that his murder was not related to his work as a journaligtlate:
attorney'’s office is in charge of the investigation. As of November 200%ccording to a 21 July 2010 local news report, following a protest by
the murder reportedly remained unsolvedgdate: No further news on journalists, the Chihuahua state governor promised that there had been
the investigation as of 30 June 2010; PEN monitofngvious attacks: “substantial” progress in the investigation into Rodriguez’ killing and
Ortega previously came under attack in early 2009, when his house vihat the crime would soon be solved. [RAN 62/08]

shot at and his car set on fire. He reported the incident to the authoritizsé Alberto VELAZQUEZ LOPEZ: editor and owner of the daily

but no action was taken. He had reportedly had previous clashes with th@vspapeExpresiones de Tulum, based in Tulum, Quintana Roo state,
local authorities. In July 2005, following a formal complaint by Ortegaand a contributor to a local television station, was shot dead in Cancuin on
the State Commission of Human Rights for Durango investigated hig?2 December 2009. Veldzquez was driving home after a Christmas party
ranking members of the local public security forces and concluded thfair the newspaper staff when he was followed by two men on a motor-
some elements had violated the journalist's human rigaiskground: bike who shot him in the chest. He was taken to hospital but died late that
Ortega, who was also a lawyer, had workedHoTiempo de Durango night. The newspaper staff had reportedly received several anonymous
for a year and for the five previous years for another regional &hily, telephone death threats in the previous few months and its printing press
Siglo de Durango. [RAN 21-09] i was also firebombed in November 2009. Velazquez, who was also a
José Armando RODRIGUEZ CARREON: crime reporter for local lawyer, had reportedly written a number of articles accusing the mayor of
daily El Diario, based in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua state, was shot Rfilum of corruption, poor administration and a lack of regard for the
least eight times by an unidentified person as he was about to drive pigblic but had stopped reporting on local politics after receiving the
daughter to school on the morning of 13 November 2008. He died at tHeath threats, which allegedly included a threatening phone call from the
scene. His daughter, who was also in the car at the time, was uninjuretayor. The mayor and Velazquez had reportedly been enemies since
An investigation was begun, with Rodriguez’ journalism as a possibl&pril 2009, the month that the newspaper was set up and the mayor came
motive. Previous threats: Rodriguez (40), who had more than 10 yearsinto power. State prosecutors in Quintana Roo have opened an inquiry
of experience of reporting on crime, in particular murders, had been th@o the murder. They were reportedly looking at Velazquez’ work as a
target of several death threats in the year prior to his death. For exampésyyer as a possible motive for the murder, or that it was a crime of
in January 2008 he reportedly received a telephone call where the caj@ssion. His colleagues &xpresiones de Tulum have reportedly

told him “you are going to die if you keep on talking” and in Februarydismissed the latter, suggesting that the murder is instead likely to have
2008 he was sent a text message telling him to “tone it down”. At thaéeen related to the editor’s criticism of the mayor. Police investigations
time he was reportedly covering drug-related violence and organizéato the November 2009 firebombing of the newspaper premises have yet
crime in Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua state. Following these thredtsyield any results. Velazquez reportedly left behind a heavily pregnant
Rodriguez temporarily left Mexico for the United States. However, haife and a five-year-old son. According to a 5 January 2010 report by the
refused to stop covering crime stories. According to local press reportSpmmittee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Velasquez was interviewed by
the journalist had received further death threats in recent months and hadrnalists before he died from his gunshot wounds and clearly stated



that he had been killed on the orders of the mayor of Tulum. Howevegr Human Rights (Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos, CNDH)
the report also said that Velasquez has been accused of extorting moary the Attorney General (Procuraduria General de la Republica, PGR)
from local businesses in return for not publishing damaging articles, amplicating local authorities in Jiménez’ disappearance. The officer
allegation CPJ was able to substantiate, thus making it more difficult tmmed a former Navojoa Police Chief, two criminal investigation police
be sure of the motive behind his killingpdate: The murder reportedly ofcers, two local prosecutors and a brother of the governor of Sonora. He
remained unsolved as of late May 2010. [RAN 01/10] then reportedly went into hiding after receiving repeated threats. In April
Miguel Angel VILLAGOMEZ VALLE: editor and publisher of a daily 2007, it was reported that none of the named suspects had been ques-
regional tabloid newspape\oticias de Michoacan, based in Lazaro tioned about the case. On 1 April 2008, on the third anniversary of
Cardenas, Michoacan state, was abducted and shot dead on 9 Octdirénez’ disappearance, the PGR issued a report on the measures that
2008. Villagomez (29) was kidnapped after leaving his newspaperts&ad been taken to investigate the case to date. All had proved inconclu-
office in Lazaro Cardenas, Michoacan state, after 10pm on 9 Octobsive. The PGR pledged to continue the investigation until the facts have
His body was found in a rubbish tip near La Unién, just inside in thbeen established. Free expression organisations noted that no advance
neighbouring state of Guerrero, during a routine police patrol in the earhad been reported regarding the implication of local authorities, despite
hours of 10 October. The editor had been repeatedly shot in the back &ne leads mentioned above. In June 2008, Sonora governor Eduardo
neck at around midnight the previous night. Villagémez had reportedBours made public a letter that sought to link his government to the
received a threatening phone call from a member of “Los Zetas” (thBmenez case. Allegedly written by one of Jimenez’ abductors, the letter
Zeds), paramilitary criminal gangs linked to drugs traffickers, particudetails the reporter’s supposed kidnapping, torture and murder, and
larly El Golfo (the Gulf) cartel, about a month before his murder, and hadhplicates several local officials as well as the governor’s brother. Bours
warned his family to be alerNoticias de Michoacan often reports on  denied any involvement and called for a new investigation. On 19 March
organised crime, corruption and drug traffickihgvestigation: On 13 2009, the Inter American Press Association (IAPA) announced that it had
November 2008, it was reported that the authorities were working on tisebmitted Jimenez’s case to the Inter-American Commission on Human
assumption that an organised crime group was responsible for tRéghts (IACHR). On 2 April, the fourth anniversary of Jimenez’ disap-
murder. The Guerrero state attorney general’s office was in charge of {earance, Jiménez’' family said they had not received any information
investigation but had not reported any progress. A local press repatbout SIEDO’s investigation since the previous year. As of December
dated 8 June 2009 indicated that the case had been transferred to20@9, the murder remained unsolved but there was reportedly the possi-
Public Ministry (Ministerio Publico) in La Unién municipality in bility of a new lead, according to a local media repbipdate: No
Guerrero, but that there had been no progress in the investigatidarther news as of 30 June 2010; PEN monitoring.
Update: Investigation reportedly ongoing as of July 2010. [RAN 54/08] . .

Disappeared: motive unknown
Disappeared: presumed killed *Ramén ANGELES ZALPA: correspondent for the newspa@ambio
Alfredo JIMENEZ MOTA: crime reporter for the Hermosillo daikt de Michoacan based in the municipality of Paracho, Michoacan state,
Imparcial in the north-western state of Sonora, has not been seen sinceeportedly went missing on 6 April 2010. Angeles was last seen leaving
April 2005. That evening he was due to meet a source whom he hhis home in Paracho to drive to the National University of Pedagogy,
earlier described to a colleague as “very nervous”. The journalist hahere he also worked as a teacher; no one has heard from him since. His
recently published articles on local drug traffickers. He had also brokéamily has reported him missing to the Michoacén state prosecutor’s
major stories about the alleged links between drug traffickers, policeffice. The Special Prosecutor for Crimes against Journalists and the
prosecutors and state officials in Hermosillo, which had reportedly madiecal office of the General Attorney’s office in Michoacan began an
him a number of enemieBetails of disappearance: In the days before investigation. Angeles reported on various topics @ambio de
his disappearance, Jiménez Mota, a former boxer, reportedly appeahithoacan, including organized crime, government policy, public safety
upset and said that he thought he was being followed. On the eveningaofd agricultural and environmental issues. The newspaper management
2 April 2005, he went to a local restaurant to meet a source, reportediges not know if he had received any threats. However, it reportedly
the deputy director of the local prison, Andres Montoya Garcia. Montoylelieves his disappearance may be connected to an article Angeles wrote
says that he drove Jimenez to at a local convenience store, dropping loiman armed attack on a local indigenous family in late March which he
off around 10.30pm. According & Imparcial, Jimenez’ mobile phone asked to be printed without a byline due to problems within the indige-
records showed three phone calls: one to Montoya, another to locadus community (Angeles is a member of the Purépecha indigenous
deputy prosecutor Raul Fernando Galvan Rojas, and a third person thedup). His family said that they had received several anonymous phone
the newspaper could not trace. Montoya and Galvan were later cleareddajis on 2 April, the last of which was answered by Angeles; they did not
federal authorities. Both resigned shortly after Jimenez’ disappearankeow whether or not Angeles had received any message. Local journal-
and have disappeared from the public éyeestigation: On 25 April  ists reportedly believe that a local criminal gang is responsible for
2005, the Sub Procurator's Ofce Investigation Unit Specialising i\ngeles’ disappearancBackground: Angeles is the secor@ambio de
Organised Crime (Subprocuraduria de Investigacion Especializada Bhchoacan journalist to go missing in less than six months, following
Delincuencia Organizada, SIEDO) opened an investigation into thdaria Esther Aguilar Cansimbe’s disappearance in November 2009
disappearance. A year later, in April 2006, it was reported that thisee below). [RAN 31/10]
SIEDO’s two lines of investigation involved Jiménez’ coverage of théMlaria Esther AGUILAR CANSIMBE (f): reporter for the Zamora-
families running the drug trade in Sonora, and possible unlawful actiibased daily newspapé&t Diario de Zamora and local correspondent
ties by government ofcials. Jiménez was now presumed to have bdenthe regional dailfel Cambio de Michoacéan, was last seen leaving her
killed. In January 2007, it was reported that a municipal police ofcer dfome in Zamora, Michoacan state, on 11 November 2009 after she
Novojoa, Sonora state, had given statements to the National Commissieseived a call on her mobile phone. No one has seen her since;3%r
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family has reported her missing to the Michoacén State Attornegutor’s office had been called to the investigation, and the federal justice
Reporting that could have led to disappearance: Aguilar (32) had not  ministry had also intervened, but without any results. As of December
received any threats prior to her disappearance but it is feared that it n2908, Caballero was continuing to publi&tos de la Cuenca in memory
be related to a series of articles she had recently written on local corrugd-her husband. On 20 November 2009, it was reported that the investiga-
tion and organised crime f&@ Cambio de Michoacan. On 22 October, tion had stalled. According to a report by Article 19 and CENCOS, the
she covered a military operation near Zamora where at least thréiichoacan Prosecutor General’s Office launched an investigation into
individuals, including the son of a local politician, were arrested oGarcia’s disappearance in December 2006. In April 2007, the case was
suspicion of collaborating with organized crime groups. On 27 Octoberansferred to the federal authorities, under the jurisdiction of the
she reported on local police abuse, after which a high-ranking officiélational Attorney General’s Office (PGR). Three months later, the PGR
was forced to resign. Three days later, she published a story on tlecided that there was insufficient evidence to investigate the disappear-
arrest of an alleged leader of the drug cartel La Familia Michoacana. Itasice and closed the case. The Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office subse:
understood that Aguilar's name did not appear on any of the stories fguently re-launched an investigation on 24 January 2008 and then again
fear of reprisals.nvestigation: Michoacan State authorities were report-on 13 March 2008, but eventually also closed the case due to a lack of
edly investigating Aguilar’'s disappearance but no leads have been mddads. In November 2009, Garcia’s family appealed to the authorities to
public. The Special Federal Attorney’s Office for Combating Violenceake up the investigation agalipdate: Crime reportedly unsolved as of
against the Media (FEADP) reportedly took over the investigation on 189 April 2010 PEN monitoring.
November. On 11 December, one month after Aguilar’s disappearance* Evaristo ORTEGA ZARATE: editor of the local weekly newspaper
was reported that no ransom had been demanded and that there had Bspacio in Colipa, Veracruz state, has reportedly been missing since 20
no progress in the official investigation. Aguilar’s family have reportedlyApril 2010. According to Ortega’s sister, she received several SMS
said that no one has contacted them. FEADP was reportedly due to semessages from him that day saying that he had been arrested by police in
a team to Michoacén to look into the cddpdate: A letter to PEN from  the state capital of Xalapa. She called him and he asked her to inform the
the Michoacan state attorney general dated 21 April 2010 indicated traithorities and media before they got cut off. Nothing has been heard
there had been no substantial advances in the investigatioinom him since. Ortega, who reportedly intended to run for mayor of
Background: Aguilar is the mother of two young daughters. She is the&Colipa as a candidate of the National Action Party (PAN), was last seen
fifth print journalist to go missing in Mexico since 2004; two of thein a PAN branch office 10 minutes before he sent the first of the SMS
others were also from Michoacan, edilosé Antonio GarciaApacand  messages to his sister. Another PAN member who wanted to be the
crime reporteMauricio Estrada Zamor a (see entries below for details) party’s mayoral candidate in Colipa, Francisco Mota Uribe, reportedly
Michoacéan is one of the most dangerous states for journalists disappeared around the same time. The local police have reportedly
Mexico, due to high levels of violent crime related to drug trafficking andlenied any involvement in Ortega’s disappearance. According to the
organized crime. [RAN 58/09] Veracruz Commission for the Defence of Journalists, the state attorney
*Miguel Angel DOMINGUEZ ZAMORA: reporter for the daily news- general’s office took more than 24 hours to open an investigation into his
paperEl Mafana, in Reynosa, Tamaulipas state, has been missing sincisappearance even though the local authorities were notified immedi-
1 March 2010. His family has reported the disappearance to the stately. The head of the State Commission for Human Rights has report-
prosecutor’s office. Dominguez’ disappearance coincided with the deaghly ruled out any possibility that Ortega’s disappearance is linked to his
in disputed circumstances of Reynosa-based journkligfe Rdbago  work as a journalistUpdate: According to the Special Prosecutor for
Valdez (see above) and the alleged abduction of seven other journali€€simes against Freedom of Expression, the investigation into Ortega’s
in the area. Two broadcast journalists from the Milenio media grougisappearance was ongoing as of 15 July, led by the Veracruz state
assigned to cover a wave of drug-related violence in Reynosa weattorney general, with the collaboration of the federal attorney general.
abducted by gunmen on 3 March and released the next day after belg progress reported. [RAN 34/10]
told to leave the area. As of 11 March there were unconfirmed repofafael ORTIZ MARTINEZ: reporter for the daily newspapadcalo,
that at least four other journalists had been abducted: they have not beased in Monclova, Coahuila state, and presenter for a local radio station,
named but work, respectively, for the newspaftigariana, La Tarde  was last seen leavirgpcalo's offices in the early hours of 8 July 2006.
andLa Prensa and the news websitdetroNoticias. MetroNoticiashas  Ortiz (32) had reportedly been editing material for a radio show. When a
reportedly stated that its reporter is safe but would not provide furth&bcalo company car came to pick him up a few hours later, he was not
details or make the reporter available for comment. [RAN 27/10] home and no one has seen him since. Ortiz had recently written about the
José Antonio GARCIA APAC: editor of the newspapéicos de la Costa, prevalence of prostitution in Monclova and the resulting spread of HIV
from Lazaro Cardenas, Michoacan state, was last seen on 20 Noveméaed other sexually transmitted diseases. He had also covered drug traf-
2006. That evening he was on his way from Tepalcatepec to Morelificking and had reportedly received death threats in the past because of
when he was reportedly intercepted by three people in a pick-up trudkis reporting. Ortiz’ father reported the disappearance to the Coahuila
who took him with them. His car was not found. According to his familystate prosecutor, which began an investigation focusing on Ortiz’ jour-
Garcia had reported being followed earlier that year. He was coverimglism. On 24 July 2006, it was reported that the Coahuila state governor
cases related to drug trafficking in Michoacan at the time. He was alsnd judicial authorities had said that Ortiz had probably been kidnapped
widely known to have compiled a list of allegedly corrupt officials befordoy drug traffickers. As of August 2009, the investigation had reportedly
he disappearednvestigation: On 20 November 2007, Garcia’'s wife, not advanced and no suspects had been arrested or brought to trial.
Rosa Isela Caballero, reported that she had sent a letter to the Geneladlate: Reportedly still missing as of late May 2010.
Prosecutor’s Ofce in July 2007 enquiring about the results of the invesRodolfo RINCON TARACENA: journalist for the regional daily
gation into her husband’s disappearance, but had not yet received a cldasco Hoy. Rincon (54) was last seen leaving his newspaper’s office in
response. According to Caballero, three representatives of the proséiahermosa, south-eastern Mexico, on the night of 20 January 2007. He



had reportedly told his colleagues that he would return shortly. It seertenuous links to his work as a journalist. As of January 2009, the authori-
highly likely that his disappearance is linked to his reporting on orgarties had reportedly not made public any results of the investigation.
ised crime. The journalist had reportedly just completed an article onldpdate: On 16 July 2010, the state authorities stated that they were still
criminal gang preying on cash-machine customers in Villahermosavestigating Estrada’s disappearari8ackground: Another journalist
which specified the locations of the criminals’ safe houses. The previofs La Opinidn de Michoacan, Gerardo I srael Garcia Pimentel, was

day, Tabasco Hoy had run a major story on illicit ‘drugstoresiafco- murdered in December 2007 (see above).

tiendas) run by traffickers, which named several suspects and showed the . L

location of the stores. Rincén had reportedly received regular thredfgPrisoned: investigation

since 2006. One made about a month before his disappearance HeslisLEMUS BARAJAS: editor/ publisher ol Tiempo daily news-
particularly alarmed him. Rincén’s family reported the case to the Ofgeaper, based in La Piedad, Michoacan siae of arrest: 7 May 2008.

of the General Prosecutor of the state of Tabasco (Procuraduria Genétialce of arrest: Cueramaro, Guanajuato staféleged offence: involve-

de la Justicia del Estado de Tabasco, PGJE) on 23 Januaryf@f¢o ment in drug trafficking. It is feared that his arrest and imprisonment are
Hoy has continued to face harassment. In May 2007, the severed headadéted to his legitimate activities as a journalsison: Puente Grande

a local councillor was left outside the newspaper’s offices imigh-security federal prison, Jalisco stddetails of arrest and deten-
Villahermosa. The paper has also received threats from “Los Zetas” (ttien: Lemus was reportedly investigating drug trafficking in Cueramaro,
Zeds), paramilitary criminal gangs linked to drugs traffickers, particuGuanajuato state on 7 May 2008 when he was arrested along with two of
larly El Golfo (the Gulf) cartel. Rincén’s long term girlfriend, also a jour-his sources, and accused of involvement in trade for ‘The Family’, an
nalist, has reportedly stated that she believes that that corrupt officialsafshoot of the powerful El Golfo (Gulf) drug cartel. Lemus was detained
well as drug traffickers are behind his disappeardmeestigation: As incommunicado for 48 hours by Guanajuato state ministerial police, who
of 20 January 2009, two years after Rincén’s disappearance, neither teportedly beat him. On 9 May the three men were transferred to
PGJE nor the federal attorney general’s office (Procuraduria General Bleentecilla prison in Guanajuato, where the federal public ministry took
la Republica, PGR) had reported any progress in the investigation. Theer the case. Lemus’ preventive custody was confirmed on 15 May, and
crime reportedly remained unsolved as of November 2008stigation on 27 May, he was transferred to a high-security federal prison in Puente
closed: On 28 February 2010, the PGJE stated that it had closed ti@ande, in the neighbouring state of Jalisco where he remains as of 31
investigation into Rincon’s disappearance and murder on the grounBecember 200&Reporting that may have led to arrest: In addition to

that he is now believed to have been kidnapped and killed by members.emus’ reporting on drug trafficking, in March 2008 he had exposed
the Los Zetas criminal gang in reprisal for his reporting on where drudsrassment of the media by the mayor of La Piedad, which led to the
were being sold. According to the PGJE, five men held in custody atetention of twdEl Tiempo reporters on charges of ‘incitement to rebel-
drug charges since 2007 had confessed in April that year to beifign’. He had also been critical of unfair allocation of official advertising
involved in Rincén’s murder and had told the authorities where hig the municipality and of police intimidation d&l Tiempo news
remains could be found. A police search of a Tabasco property revealehdors.Concerns: For the first 48 hours after his arrest Lemus was
the charred remains of at least five people, however it was impossiblergportedly held incommunicado and beaten by Guanajuato state ministe-
identify them.Tabasco Hoy reacted angrily to the decision to close therial police. There are fears that the drug trafficking charges against the
investigation, questioning why the authorities waited three years befojeurnalist are fabricated; it is understood that no physical evidence has

disclosing the alleged confessions. been produced. It is thought that his arrest may in fact have been linked
. . to his critical reporting on drug trafficking routes and on local authorities,
Disappeared: motive unknown including harassment of the media by the police and alleged unfair allo-

Mauricio ESTRADA ZAMORA: reporter for newspapets Opinién cation of official advertising in the municipality. There has been high
de Apatzingan andLa Opinién de Michoacan, based in Michoacén state, level concern about the case in Mexico, including from the National
southern México, was reported missing on 14 February 2008. On thdtiman Rights Commission (CNDH) which has reportedly opened an
day,La Opinidn de Michoacan stated that the reporter had last been seemvestigation into the detention. Lemus’ wife has reportedly suffered
on 12 February, when he left the newspaper’s premises for home, dmarassment since his arrest: on 31 July 2008 their home was searched by
that he had not answered calls to his mobile phone. According to tkelders without a warrant, who questioned her about her activities and
newspaper, on the morning of 13 February the journalist's vehicle walsose of other family memberdurder of lawyers: On 31 August
found by a local public safety official, parked with its doors open and th2009, Lemus’ lawyers, Vladimir Camacho Guzman y Rubén Castro
engine running. Estrada’s laptop and camera, along with the car’s stereépez, who both been representing Lemus since the beginning of his
were missinglnvestigation: La Opinién de Michoacan requested the case, were reportedly shot dead. The motive for their murder was not
intervention of the Michoacan state Attorney General’'s Ofce, whicknown.Update: As of July 2010, Lemus was reportedly still detained at
reportedly sent its anti-kidnapping team to the region in order to seartie maximum security prison in Puente Grande in Jalisco. His trial for
for the reporter. The newspaper believed that Estrada’s disappearaatleged links to organised crime was said to be nearing an end. No further
may have been linked to a problem he had in January 2008 with a Feden&rmation; PEN is seeking an update. RAN 36-08].

Investigations Agency (Agencia Federal de Investigacion, AFI) agent in

the area. The investigation was being conducted by the local office of tR@ath threats )

federal attorney general that stated that it could not identify the AfArmando SUAREZ MARTINEZ: editor of the magazinuerto Vigjo,
agent, or make any connection between Estrada’s disappearance andha reportedly attacked, abducted and threatened with death by the
federal agent. They dismissed any links to a criminal group. In Decemberayor and a number of municipal employees from the town hall in
2008, it was reported that the Special Prosecutor for Crimes againgireto, Baja California Sur state, on 21 January 2010. The mayor report-
Journalists was of the opinion that Estrada’s disappearance has orbly insulted Suarez and threatened to hit him because he did not 8ife
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some information published Puerto Vigjo; the mayor’s secretary and reportedly also issued for Pérez but she avoided arrest by going into
the municipal finance secretary punched Suarez in the face. Suarez \wang for a few days. Badillo’s lawyer filed a complaint with the Federal
then forced into a vehicle belonging to the Ministry of Public Safety an®istrict Human Rights Commission since the journalist believes he was
Transit and driven to a place where an hour later the mayor, his persoili@gally arrested: according to Badillo, he never received the summonses
secretary, his driver, the finance secretary and a number of other peolpdeis said to have ignore@n 11 February 2009, a lawyer for Grupo Zeta
also arrived. According to Suarez, the mayor’s driver fired a pistol at hisied to enter theContralinea offices with public officials from

feet, the mayor threatened him and told his companions to beat him aBdadalajara state and Mexico City, who claimed to have presented a
the finance secretary said that he could have Suéarez buried alive. ®earch warrant but in fact reportedly failed to do so. The public officials,
mayor reportedly warned Suarez that if he publicised the attack he wouwldho apparently wanted access to the publication’s archives, harassed the
be killed. The assailants confiscated 300 copies of the magazine befaragazine’s staff both physically and verbally for 40 minutes. This was
leaving Suarez at a hotel in Loreto. The municipal finance secretary haportedly the second time that judicial authorities had tried to break into
reportedly denied harassing Suarez and claimed that the journalist ttaeé Contralinea offices in 2009 as part of the many lawsuits initiated by
invented the story because he had been prevented from distributing Bisupo Zeta after the magazine published several stories denouncing
magazine in the town hall. He also accused the journalist of attempting@upo Zeta of corruption in its dealings with PEMEX.

blackmail public officials. Suérez filed a complaint against the mayor aridlavid CILIA and Erika RAMIREZ (f): reporters with the national
municipal employees with the state representative of the Attorneyeekly news magazin€ontralinea, went missing for two days in April

General’s Office on 25 January 2010. 2010 after an ambush in Oaxaca state before being rescued by local
police. The journalists were accompanying a convoy of international and
Attacked local human rights activists carrying supplies and international observers

Miguel BADILLO CRUZ and Ana Lilia PEREZ MENDOZA (f): to the Triqui Indian mountain zone of San Juan Copala, Oaxaca, an area
editor and reporter respectively for the magazi@estralinea and  that has declared itself autonomous from the state government. The
Fortuna, have reportedly been the target of legal harassment and deatinvoy came under gunfire near San Juan Copala on 27 April and two
threats since late 2007 in connection with their critical reporting oactivists, one Mexican and one Finnish, were reportedly killed.
powerful Mexican companies. According to Badillo, there was a break-iRollowing the attack, Ramirez and Cilia took refuge in the forest. They
at the offices oContralinea on 12 April 2010: several doors and deskwere found in a forest near the Hierba Santa river on 29 April and taken
drawers had been forced and information and equipment stoleto, a local hospital. Cilia had two gunshot wounds to his left leg and one
including mobile phones and Badillo’s computer. He said it was not cleéo his hip; Ramirez was unhurt. Both were diagnosed with dehydration.
whether this had been an official raid or was a burglary but it wathey were reportedly traveling to the area to investigate the unsolved
certainly a targeted attack. A press releas€dntralinea stated that the  murders of two Triqui reporters for the community radio station “La Voz
magazine was currently facing seven law suits, six civil and one criminajue Rompe el Silencio” (The voice that breaks the silence), who were
brought by the Zeta Gas, Oceanografia and Blue Marine corporatioriglled in San Juan Copala on 7 April 2008. Another journalist initially
Background: Badillo and Pérez have reportedly suffered harassmeméeported as missingRoger Valle, Huajuapan correspondent fdoticias
following a November 2006 report linking the gas consortium Grupale Oaxaca, also reportedly survived the ambush.

Zeta to alleged influence peddling to obtain business contracts. Althotitafael MARTINEZ DE ESCOBAR: editor of the newspapédabasco

the allegations were apparently well founded, Grupo Zeta president Jesli®ia. Unidentified assailants reportedly threw three Molotov cocktails
Zaragoza Lopez sued the two journalists for damages in August 20G. Martinez’ home on 4 February 2010, one of which exploded. The
Since then Zaragoza's lawyers have reportedly been verbally harassimgmb was aimed at a billboard located on the rooftop terrace of the house
and threatening Badillo and Pérez when they attended legal proceedingst accused the deputy manager of the gas company Pemex Gas y
including warning the journalists that they have instructions fronPetroquimica Basica of using his influence and position at Pemex to
Zaragoza to make them “disappear”. Badillo and Pérez also report beiognduct business. According to Martinez, a few days before the attack he
subjected to death threats and legal harassment as a result of their 208d been offered contracts and 500,000 pesos (approx. US$ 38,000) by
report on alleged irregularities in the awarding of contracts to navédemex in exchange for removing the billboard, which had had been
company Oceanografia by the state oil company Petr6leos Mexicanplsced there by a third party. When Martinez refused, he was warned that
(PEMEX). The report reportedly implicated a number of governmerthere would be consequences. He filed a complaint about the attack with
officials, including current President Calderon (former head of PEMEXhe Tabasco Attorney General's Office.

and some of his family members, and led to an official investigation. In

November 2007, Oceanografia sued Badillo for damaging its reputatidiireatened )

and in August 2008 the company filed defamation complaints agaihdtan APARICIO SEBASTIAN: editor of the magazinél Observador

both Badillo and Mendoza, as well as two other journalists. Badillo anid Tapachula, Chiapas state, was reportedly threatened by a police
Pérez have lodged a complaint with the National Commission for Humammmmander on 21 January 2010 after the magazine published allegations
Rights (Comisién Nacional de Derechos Humanos, CNDH) and thef police engagement in extortion, theft and kidnapping. According to
Special Prosecutor for Crimes against Journalists at the Attornéyparicio, the police were conducting a raid when the police commander
General’'s Office (Fiscalia Especializada de Atencion a Delitos contspotted him, approached him and warned him that if he committed a
Periodistas de la Procuraduria General de la Republica). On 16 Januertiyne he would end up in his hands. Aparicio said he feared for his life
2009, Badillo was briefly detained in Mexico City and charged withand was concerned about his family’s safety. He reported the incident to
‘insult to authority’ flesacato) by a judge in Jalisco state, allegedly for the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Crimes Related to Public
refusing to receive court summonses that were sent to him. The arr8&rvants (Fiscalia Especializada para la Atencién de los Delitos
warrant was requested by a subsidiary of Grupo Zeta. A warrant wéelacionados con Servidores Publicos). The Attorney General’s Office in



Tuxtla Gutiérrez reportedly also notified the Office of the SpeciaWorld Press Freedom Hero by the International Press Institute.
Prosecutor for Crimes against Journalists. Honorary Member: Scottish PEN. [RAN 54/05 and updates]

Lydia CACHO RIBEIRO (f): author, journalist and social activist. On*Laura CASTELLANOS (f): investigative journalist and author, has
trial for criminal defamation throughout 2006; acquitted in January 200Teportedly been under threat since 2007 due to her reporting on armed
However, continues to be the target of harassment and threats due todreups and radical movements and most recently has been subject to a
investigative journalismDetails of arrest and trial: On 16 December targeted break-in of her home. Unknown individuals entered Castellano’s
2005 Cacho was arrested and subsequently charged with crimirsdartment in Mexico City on 10 May 2010 while she was promoting one
defamation. The charges were brought against her by textile businessnodher books abroad and rifled through her belongings, taking a notebook
José Camel Nacif Borge who is cited in her 2005 HarskDemonios del filled with notes for articles. Castellanos reported the break-in to the
Edén: el poder detras de la pornografia (The Demons of Eden: the power Special Prosecutor for Crimes against Journalists on 31 May and to the
behind pornography) as having connections with a member of an interNational Commission on Human Rights (CNDH) on 1 June. The writer
national child pornography and prostitution network. According tcsays she has been subject to surveillance of her home and telephone and
Cacho, she was tortured during her detention. The charges against Caehmil communications since the publication of her 2007 Bdékico

were dismissed on 2 January 2007 and the trial was discontinuedtmado (Armed Mexico), an account of the radicalisation process of
Ongoing legal cases: On 29 November 2007, the Mexican Supremepolitical groups in the second half of the twentieth century. She published
Court of Justice ruled that there had been no serious violation of Cachasother book in 200&orte de Caja, which contains an interview with
constitutional rights when she was arrested and transferred frotine military leader of the Zapatista Army of National Liberation (EZLN).
Quintana Roo to Puebla in December 2005. In April 2008, the Attorrfggarla TINOCO SANTILLAN (f): reporter with the newspapéma
General's Office issued arrest warrants for five public servants fro@pinién Milenio, based in Durango state, reportedly received several
Puebla allegedly involved in Cacho’s illegal detention in 2005. Thestareatening phone calls at the paper’s offices on 24 May 2010, shortly
were said to include the former attorney general, a minister, a poliedter she published an article on how drug-related violence was affecting
commander and various criminal justice system officials, who allegediyeople and businesses in the town of Vicente Guerrero. The threats were
falsified paperwork in order to facilitate Cacho’s arrest. However, thegeported to the director of information for the newspaper’s parent group,
are yet to be detained. In June 2008, a court in Cacho’s home state_afjuna Multimedia Group, who assigned Tinoco, who usually covers the
Quintana Roo ruled that although there was evidence of arbitrary detesecurity and police beats for the group, to cover lower profile issues for
tion and torture it could not accept her case for jurisdictional reasons ahdr own safety. However, on 31 May Tinoco was reportedly told that her
recommended that she take the case to Puebla. Cacho’s appeal pr@sence was compromising the staff's safety and she was dismissed
rejected in January 2009. She alleges that her file had been altered &och her post later that day.

key information removed by the Attorney General’s office, weakenin

her case. She was preparing to submit her case to the Inter-AmerigéWassed

Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). On 16 March 2009, Mexico*d. uz del CARMEN SOSA: crime reporter for the Ciudad Juarez-based
National Human Rights Commission (CNDH) concluded that Cacho hathily newspapeEl Diario, along with a photojournalist for the same
been tortured and her right to freedom of expression had been violatedoliblication, were reportedly harassed by soldiers on 6 May 2010 while
issued a recommendation to the governors of Puebla and Quintana Rowering the disappearance of three public employees in El Porvenir,
state to conduct an investigation into the police officers who arrestéhihuahua state. Army officials pointed their guns at the photojournalist,
Cacho as well as provide her with compensation for damages sufferéded to grab his camera, and threatened to arrest both journalists. They
On 10 August 2009, the IACHR granted Cacho, her family and the stdffed a complaint with the National Human Rights Commission

of the centre she founded for abused women cautionary protectif@lowing the incident.

measures and asked the Mexican government to take action to protect

Cacho.Harassment and threats. Cacho has been subjected to death

threats since the publication of her book in 2005. For example, in IaPANAMA

May 2009, she reported being followed and watched by unknown indi- =

viduals, some of them armed. She has also been receiving death thr&¥adrial i

via her blog since February 2009, including one which reportedly saitkan Marcel CHERY: director of the Panama City-based daily news-
that she would soon appear with her throat slit. Cacho has reported thpaperEl Sglo, was sentenced to two years in prison and a US$1,000 fine
incidents to the Quintana Roo State police but they reportedly do noh trespassing charges on 4 February 2009. The sentence reportedly
consider them to be criminal offences. In early September 2009, Cackiems from a series of lawsuits filed by a Supreme Court judge since
reported receiving further death threats. As of January 2010, ti2901. In a March 2001 article, Chéry claimed that the judge - then
measures recommended by the IACHR had yet to be implemented améhister of government and justice - had used public funds to build the
the threats had not been investigated. road for his personal benefit. As a result, the judge sued Chéry for tres-
New information: On 31 May 2010, six armed policemen forced anpassing, criminal defamation and civil insult. According to Chéry, he and
entry into Cacho’s centre for abused women in Cancln and threaterte other journalists were given permission by security guards to enter
and intimidated its employees. One of the policemen demanded ttree judge’s property to inspect the construction of a nearby road. In 2004,
return of his wife and children, who had taken refuge in the centre asChéry and a colleague were each sentenced to a year in prison on defama-
result of domestic violencéwards: Cacho has won numerous awards, tion charges but were pardoned two months later. The civil lawsuit was
including the 2009 One Humanity Award from Canadian PEN, the 2008ill pending. Chéry was freed pending appbiay information: Chery
Tucholsky prize from Swedish PEN and the 2007 Oxfam/Novib PENeportedly received threats from the President’s public information office
Award for Free Expression. On 29 April 2010, Cacho was namedia May 2010. No news on the appeal; PEN monitoring. 39
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main motivation for attending was the opportunity to travel to Ecuador.

Released } ) Charges: According to Patifio’s lawyer, the accusations of terrorism
*Carlos Jeronimo NUNEZ LOPEZ: journalist for the news website against Patifio have been made on the basis of her alleged membership o

Estudio 1 Panama, was arrested on 26 June 2010 to serve a one-year ptiserPeruvian chapter of the CCB, her attendance of the CCB congress in
sentence for libel for an article on environmental damage. Nufiez (7&cuador and her participation in a march at the end of conference.
reportedly had no knowledge of his conviction at the time of his detentio@uring the march, she is said to have partially covered her face and
He was in an internet café near his home in Panama City when he wa®uted anti-imperialist and pro-socialism slogans, and to have been
arrested by the police following a routine identity check and was taken intimked to graffiti criticizing Alan Garcia, the Peruvian president,
police custody. The case against Nufiez reportedly stemmed from aocording to a 13 March 2008 document issued by the Public Prosecutor.
article published a number of years ago in the now defunct weekly newlone of these activities can be said to amount to terrorist activities.
paperlLa Cronica, in which Nufiez alleged that a landowner’s activitiesConditional release: On 8 May 2008, after almost two and a half
had damaged a river in Bocas del Toro province. The landowner in quesenths’ incarceration, Patifio was released on bail of 1,000 Soles
tion brought a libel suit against Nufiez and in December 2006 he wéapprox. $240) and allowed to return home. Her release is conditional
sentenced to one year in prison. His conviction was upheld on appealand she remains on trial. Peru’s antiterrorist prosecutor, Julio Galindo,
August 2008 but Nufiez’ lawyers reportedly failed to notify him of this.appealed against the decision to release Patifio, but this was rejected or
Nufiez was reportedly released on 14 July, after 19 days in detention. Tt September 2008, meaning that Patifio will remain free on bail for the
reasons for his release were not clear. [RAN 38/10] duration of her trialNew information: According to Patifio’s lawyer, in

December 2009 her file was forwarded to the chief Prosecutor (Fiscal

Superior) who would decide whether or not to go ahead with the prosecu-

PERU tion. In early May 2010, it was confirmed that the Prosecutor had decided
. not to pursue the case. As of July, Patifio’s lawyer was waiting for a final
On trial decision from the Criminal Court (Sala Penal) and thought that it was

Melissa Rocio PATINO HINOSTROZA (f): poet and university “highly likely” that the case would be dropped. [RAN 20/08 and
student, is a member of the ‘Circulo del sur’ (Southern Circle) poetrypdates].

group in Lima and runs a poetry programme on radio and cultural actidRkaul WIENER: head of the investigative section of the left-wing daily
ties with young people. Patifio (21) is on trial for terrorism, based on heewspapelLa Primera, was reportedly charged with “crimes against
alleged involvement with a leftwing political organization, Bolivarianpublic peace” and “terrorism” in January 2009. The charges followed
Continental Coordinator (Coordinadora Continental Boliviariana -Wiener's revelation that the same charges had been brought against 13
CCB), which the Peruvian authorities claim is linked to terrorist grouperuvian leading leftwing politicians with alleged links to the
She denies any political affiliations and to date no concrete evidence Hwsvolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas
been produced to back up the charges. Patifio was detained from Ré&volucionarias de Colombia - FARC) guerrilla group. On 11 January
February to 8 May 2008, when she was released pending trial. She pot2609, Wiener reportedly received a formal notification that summoned
tially faces 20 years in prison if convictekkrest and detention: Pifio him for questioning on 14 January “as a defendant” in a case in which the
was arrested along with six othersin Tumbes, on the border with Ecuadohnarges were a “crime against public peace and terrorism.” The notifica-
on 29 February 2008. The seven were returning by bus from Quitton offered no further details. In November 2008, Wiener had revealed
where they had attended the second congress of the CCB from 24 totR&t 13 leading members of the Peruvian left were being investigated for
February 2008, which was reportedly held with the knowledge anthese same charges after their names were found in the laptop of a FARC
consent of the Ecuadorian authorities. They were subsequently chardedder who was killed by the Colombian army in northern Ecuador in
with ‘Affiliation and Collaboration with Terrorism’, apparently on the March 2008. Wiener also reported that the police had asked the judicial
basis of their attendance at the CCB meeting. Initially detained iauthorities to detain all 13 individuals. He reportedly feared that the
Tumbes and the Counterterrorism Division (Division Contra ehuthorities wanted him to reveal his sources. As of 31 December 2009,
Terrorismo — DINCOTE), on 15 March 2008 Patifio was transferred tWiener was reportedly facing another lawsuit for defamatibew

Santa Monica maximum security prison in Chorrillos, Lima, where shinformation: As of 26 May 2010, Wiener was reportedly awaiting trial
was held until 8 May 2008ackground: The government alleges that in connection with his coverage of Lima Airport Partners (LAP). No
the Peruvian chapter of CCB has links with Peruvian Marxist rebel grougews on the terrorism charges; PEN monitoring.

Movimiento Revolucionario Tapac Amaru (MRTA) and the FARC guer-

rilla group in Colombia. It also reportedly accused CCB members dfeleased

planning to sabotage the 2008 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperatighlegandro CARRASCAL CARRASCO: director and editor of the
(APEC) meetings in Peru. Two of the six individuals who were detainegional weekly newspap#lor Oriente, was arrested in Bagua, capital
along with Patifio are said to be former MRTA members; one has servefilUtcumbamba province, Amazonas department, on 11 January 2010
a prison sentence for belonging to the MRTA and since his release haed held in police custody overnight. He appeared in court the next day
reportedly been organizing workshops and events at the university whaviere he was given a one-year prison sentence for allegedly defaming a
Paifio studies (Universidad Mayor de San Marcos, Lima). Howevetpcal official in a series of articles alleging corruption in the
Patifio’s presence in the bus carrying former MRTA members appears ticumbamba technological institute. The case was brought by a former
have been circumstantial. She denies that she belongs to or has everdiegttor of the institute in 2005. Carrascal, who reportedly suffers from
any involvement in any political groups. She reportedly attended th@gh blood pressure, fainted during the hearing and was taken to hospital.
CCB congress after a colleague at the radio station where she woHewever, the judge completed the sentencing in his absence and the
passed the invitation on to her as he could not himself attend, and eglitor was transferred the same day from hospital to the San Humberto



prison in Bagua. He appealed the sentence. There were a numbeideportation. However, Al-Arian was then subpoenaed to testify before
apparent irregularities in the trial. In addition to being sentenced ianother grand jury. As a result of his refusal to comply, he was charged
absentia, Carrascal said he had not received any notification that théh criminal contempt of court on 30 June 2008. In spite of a 10 July
court’s decision was due. Local journalists and Carrascal’s famil2008 Federal court ruling that he should be released on bail, Al-Arian
condemned his conviction as an act of “revenge” and the prison sentemeenained detained, reportedly on the grounds of his imminent deporta-
was widely seen as punishment for his editorial line. A court of appeal®n. On 8 August 2008, Al-Arian’s trial for criminal contempt was post-
upheld the decision in early April. However the Supreme Court oveponed until the Supreme Court addressed the appeal submitted by his
turned the ruling on 18 June and ordered Carrascal’s release. He higdence on the lawfulness of the federal subpoena which led to the
served five months of his one-year senteBeekground: Nor Oriente ~ contempt chargesRelease: At the end of August 2008, Al-Arian’s
is said to be very critical of the authorities and Carrascal has betawyer filed a petition for habeas corpus on the grounds of ICE’s
outspoken in his defence of the indigenous population and the Amazoantinued unlawful detention. As a result, on 2 September 2008, Al-
region. For example, he publically criticized the government over thArian was released on bail after five and a half years in detention and
security forces’ treatment of indigenous communities protesting againgtaced under house arre€@ngoing trial: On 6 October 2008, the
oil and mining projects in Bagua in June 2009 during which dozens &upreme Court ruled that it would not address Al-Arian’s appeal
indigenous people were killed, scores were detained and around 2@@arding his plea agreement. It was reported that his defence lawyers
injured. [RAN 05/10] would then pursue a second avenue to avert the trial, by arguing that the
immunity order for the federal grand jury in which Al-Arian did not
testify was invalid and the criminal contempt charges should therefore be
UNITED STATES dropped. On 21 December 2008, it was reported that the criminal
o contempt case may collapse because the federal prosecutor who brought
Judicial concern the charges in Virginia altered the wording of the immunity order without
Sami Amin AL-ARIAN: Kuwaiti-born Palestinian academic, formerly notifying the judge who later signed the document. Al-Arian will remain
a computer science professor at the University of South Florida. In addinder house arrest until his trial for contempt begins, or alternatively
tion to his academic publications, Al-Arian (51) has written and lecturedntil the case is dismissed. In late March 2009, Al Arian’s lawyers again
extensively about the plight of Palestinian people in Israel and thapplied to have the criminal contempt charges against him dismissed. A
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) and has also written poetry whileearing scheduled for 24 April 2009 was cancelled. The judge said that
in detention. Al-Arian was imprisoned from February 2003 to Septembéhere was no need for further oral intervention as the issues had already
2008 on international terrorism-related and contempt of court chargdseen discussed and that she would issue a written opinion on the motion
His last prison sentence ended in April 2008, at which point he shoutd dismiss the charges “sootpdate: As of February 2010, Al-Arian
have been deported from the USA, according to the conditions of his plesmained under house arrest. The motion to dismiss the case based on the
agreement. However he continued to be detained for refusing to testifiolation of the 2006 plea agreement was still pending. No further news
against other individuals whom the US government alleges have beas of 30 June 2010; PEN monitorif®EN position: PEN has no posi-
involved in terrorism. He was finally released on bail in September 2008on on the reasons for Al-Arian’s arrest and detention. However it is
He is now under house arrest in the USA and faces a further prisdisturbed that Al-Arian was detained beyond his prison sentence,
sentence for contempt of couBetails of arrest and trial: Al-Arian remains under house arrest and is facing further charges and imprison-
was arrested by the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) on 2@ent, despite the fact that he has agreed to be deported and that he is
February 2003 on charges of channelling funds to terrorist groups. Héearly unwilling to provide further testimony, and indeed according to
was not brought to trial until June 2005, on the grounds of the complexitys understanding has been exempted from doing so. The continuing
of the case. In December 2005, the jury acquitted him on eight chargespobsecution and imprisonment of Al-Arian is giving rise to fears that he
17 charges and remained deadlocked 10-2 in favour of acquittal on tisebeing targeted for his opinions about the Palestinian cause.
other nine. The prosecution reportedly acknowledged during the trial that
there was no evidence linking Al-Arian to any acts of violence in Israefttacked
or PalestinePlea bargain: Despite not having been found guilty of any* Tedros MENGHISTU WONDEFRASH: Eritrean publisher and editor
of the many terrorism-related charges against him, in April 2004 Alef Selam, a Tigrinyan-language, monthly newsletter printed in Houston,
Arian pled guilty to a single count of conspiracy to provide non violentvas reportedly attacked by supporters of Eritrean President Isaias
services to Palestinian Islamic Jihad, reportedly in order to avoid Afwerki when he tried to attend a public event in eastern Texas on 9 May
lengthy re-trial. He was sentenced to 57 months in prison, 38 of which 2010. A flier for the event called for Eritreans to attend the seminar to
had already served. As a part of his plea agreement, Al-Arian agreedatifirm their opposition to sanctions imposed by the United Nations
be deported on expiry of his sentence and was promised that he wo&curity Council in December 2009 over accusations that Eritrea has
not be charged with any other crimes. He maintains that there was alsbeen backing Islamist insurgents in Somalia. Before the event began, the
verbal understanding that he would not be called on to testify against aogganizers reportedly spotted Menghistu, who is well-known for his crit-
others, apparently evidenced by the US government’'s omission of ti@l reporting on the Eritrean government, and urged the crowd to force
standard cooperation provisions from the plea agreenkemther him to leave the room. According to Menghistu, up to a dozen assailants
charges. Despite the alleged assurances contained in his plea bargapunched and scratched him, breaking his spectacles and stealing his
Al-Arian was given a further prison sentence for civil contempt of courhotebook and tape recorder. He required hospital treatment for cuts to his
after refusing to testify against former associates. He was expected tofhee and head and injuries to his neck, and almost three weeks later was
released on 11 April 2008, and that day was taken into the custody sifll in need of treatment for his neck injury. As of 27 May, the police
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in preparation for hisvere investigating the incident but no arrests had been made. 41
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accused of causing damage to property at the offices of another news-
VEN EZU ELA paper El Periddico, carrying a gun without a permit and resisting arrest.

. L L . According to his lawyer, Garcia had goneHoPeriddico’s offices in
Killed: official investigation ongoing order to collect payment for an advertisement for an airline (reportedly
Orel ZAMBRANO: editor of the political weekABC de la Semana  linked to one oEl Periddico’s shareholders) that had been published in
and columnist for the regional daiNotitarde, in Valencia, Carabobo Sexto Poder, and to interview the vice-president Eif Periédico about
state, was shot dead on 16 January 2009. The motive of the crime wasaom of the newspaper’s owner’s alleged links to drug trafficking. Initially
known, although it was thought that Zambrano may have been targeteeld at the Intelligence and Prevention Services headquarters (Direccién
for a recent article on drugs trafficking. Zambrano (62), who was alsBeneral de los Servicios de Inteligencia y Prevencién, DISIP) in
vice-president of a radio station as well as a university professor aMdlencia, Carabobo, Garcia was transferred to Tocuyito prison in
lawyer, was walking from his car to a film rental store in Valencia whearabobo at the end of May 200Boncerns. Garcia was reportedly
he was approached by two men on a motorbike, one of whom shot hbeaten and given electric shocks while in the custody of the Carabobo
three times at close range. The assailants then fled. Zambrano died atbléce. There are fears that the case against him may in fact stem from his
scene of a bullet wound to the head. He had reportedly covered sevemalical reporting. It is understood that over the year prior to his arrest,
drug trafficking cases in recent weeks. One story in particular was on &arcia had been investigating alleged corruption at the state-owned
influential business family in the region, the Makleds, three members petroleum company Petréleos de Venezuela (PDVSA), and was being
which were arrested in possession of 400 kilos of cocaine on Xtied for defamation by an influential businessman who is close to
November 2008 and are now the subject of an investigation by tHRDVSA and whom Garcia had denounced as having links to drugs traf-
national prosecutor’s office. The Public Ministry (Ministerio Pablico)ficking. Garcia denies ever possessing a gun and has stated that he
said that the judicial police had opened an investigation into Zambrandilieves his case is political and is being used to send a warning to
murder. The circumstances of his death have given rise to speculatiganezuelan journalists. His lawyer has alleged a series of irregularities in
that a paid assassin was responsihteestigation: On 16 February the legal case against Garcia, including inconsistencies in police state-
2009, former policeman Rafael Segundo Pérez Martinez was detainedrients on how his arrest came abduéw information: On 20 May
Carabobo on suspicion of having ordered Zambrano’s murder. On 2010, Garcia’s detention was extended by one year, following a request
February 2009, an arrest warrant was issued for two men who weog the Public Prosecutor's Office. His preliminary hearing had been
accused of carrying out the crime, serving policeman David Yaneaspended more than 70 times. Garcia began a hunger strike on 30 Jun
Inciarte and another man, Aristides José Carvajal Salgado. The suspégtsall for the presiding judge to withdraw from his case. On 6 July 2010,
reportedly belong to a gang known as “Los Piloneros”, who were respotite court ordered Garcia's release after 26 months’ detention without
sible for killing witnesses and others who assisted the ongoing investigaial. According to Garcia’s lawyer, the release came as a result of an
tion into the Makled family’s connection to drug trafficking. Zambranoinjunction. The tribunal set 19 July as the date when Garcia’s preliminary
had criticised both the Makleds and the gang in his reports prior to hi®aring was to commence. Garcia was reportedly transferred to a health
death. On 12 March 2009, the Public Prosecutor’s Office reportedentre on his release from prison as he had spent seven days on hunge
asked INTERPOL to capture Walid Makled, whom the Department dodtrike, during which time he had reportedly not received any medical
Scientific, Penal and Criminal Investigations has accused of being tha#ention.
mastermind behind Zambrano’s murder, along with Pérez Martinez.

Another suspect, José Manuel Duque Daboin, was reportedly detainEéreatened )

on 18 July 2009New information: On 19 May 2010, former policeman*Tarquino GONZALES CONCHO: journalist for the newspapéra
Rafael Segundo Pérez was found guilty of conspiracy charges relatedPi@nsa, reportedly received a threatening SMS message on 4 June 2010.
Zambrano’s murder and sentenced to 25 years in prison. The court fouRlte message, which originated from a number outside Venezuela, stated
that Pérez had monitored Zambrano’s daily routine and provided tlieat Gonzéales was being “watched by anti-imperialist factions, from both
information to the killers. Pérez was also convicted of participating in theithin and outside the country.” He was warned not to meddle with jour-
2009 killing of a local veterinarian. The authorities allege that Walichalists who are considered “illegal”. At that time Gonzéles was a candi-
Makled planned the crime, while David Antonio Yanez Inciartedate for the position of secretary general of the National Journalists’
Aristides José Carvajal Salgado and another member of Los Pilonerdssociation (CNP) in Barinas and received the message after referring to
Victor Reales Hoyo, carried out the killing. Yanez was reportedijis plans to tackle illegal journalism if he is elected.

arrested during a police drug raid in Morén, Carabobo state, on*Zarmen MARIN DE FINOL (f): journalist for the regional newspaper
February 2010; Reales and Makled remain at large. Carvajal reportedlg Mafana, along with a photographer for the same publication, was
died in a shooting involving the Venezuelan investigative police, it waseportedly threatened by political leaders with links to the government in

reported in March 2010. Falcon state on 8 June 2010. The threats following the newspaper’s
. publication that day of a story alleging that food products produced
On trial under the government’s brand name Venezuela Socialista and distributed

L eocenis GARCIA: editor of Sexto Poder magazine and journalist for by social programmes were being wasted. A former governor of Falcon
the daily newspapeReporte Diario de la Economia, is on trial for  state and a councillor in the Falcén State Legislative Council (CLEF),
allegedly causing damage to property, carrying a gun without a pernmtade statements on radio and TV programmes denying the reporter’s
and resisting arrest. He was imprisoned for more than two years, fromaBegations. They also claimed that the images used in the story were
May 2008 to 6 July 2010. It is feared that the case may be linked to Habricated in collaboration with the opposition in order to destabilise the
legitimate activities as a journalifdetails of arrest: On 3 May 2008, government, and threatened to sue the two journalists. The photographer
Garcia was arrested along with his assistant and his driver after beings reportedly received phone calls accusing him of having “sold out”,



being “revolting” and wanting to “overthrow the government.” The newsHugo Chévez, Az6car has been active in Venezuela’s opposition move-

paper’s lawyer reportedly intended to report the threats to the offices wient and had reportedly expressed an interest in running for the National

the Public Prosecutor and Ombudsman. Assembly in September 2010. The journalist said he would appeal.
*Estela TAMI: editor-in-chief of the newspapkr Prensa, was report-  Francisco “ Pancho” PEREZ: columnist with the daily newspapEt

edly threatened by public officials and groups related to the ruling partyarabobefio, was on 9 July 2010 found guilty of defaming the mayor of

in Barinas state in April 2010. At a public meeting called by the Regiondlalencia, Carabobo state, and was sentenced to three years and nine

Information Office of the Ministry of Communication and Information months in prison. The case stemmed from two columns published in

on 21 April, the vice-president of the Regional Legislative CounciDctober and November 2009 in which Pérez accused the mayor of

reportedly called-a Prensa “swine” and “sensationalist” and accused appointing members of his family to key positions in Valencia. Pérez

the newspaper of “distorting information” and “lying”. This was was reportedly allowed to serve his sentence at home since the jail term

prompted by an 18 April piece ira Prensa about “communication guer- is shorter than five years. However, he was also banned from working in

rillas”, groups allegedly set up by President Hugo Chavez to countergournalism for the length of the sentence, and fined 94,000 Venezuelan

information disseminated by media outlets which are critical of th®olivars (US$21,000). Pérez intends to appeal the decision.

government. The official was also unhappy about another article on the

possibility that a former Secretary of State may not run for office as a

representative in the National Assembly; the governor of Barinas

demanded that Tami reveal her sources for the story. On 22 April, Tami

reportedly requested police protection for the paper’s staff after a source

inside the “guerrillas” warned her that some of its members intended to

“teach the paper a lesson”. Journalists from another newsgdager,

Frente, received the same information, and also alerted Tami. As I A

Harassed

*Mawampy BONILLO (f): journalist for the newspap@anorama and a
photojournalist from another paper, were reportedly detained by the
police in Mérida state on 13 May 2010. Bonillo was outside the cemeteﬁFG HAN |STAN
with other journalists covering an exhumation of the body of a well
known boxer when police officers demanded that she, the photojournaf&led
and another bystander who was watching the proceedings accomp&@wtan MUNADI: Journalist, was shot dead in a British-lead military
them to the police station. They were accused of “violating the confidepperation in Afghanistan on 9 September 2009. Munadi, aged 34, was
tiality of the investigation” and were detained for four hours. They wergvorking as an interpreter witfihe New York Times with British jour-
also forced to delete the photos taken during the disintermenialist Stephen Farrell when both were taken captive by a Taliban group

i near Chandara district, Kunduz Province, northern Afghanistan, on 5

Non CUStOd’?’ sentence September 2009. Mudani and Farrell were in the area covering a previous

*Gustavo AZOCAR: correspondent for the national daily newspdger NATO air strike that had killed many civilians and Taliban militants.
Universal based in San Cristébal, author of the bidgstavoazocar Farrell was rescued alive form captivity, but Mudani was killed on the
(http://www.gustavoazocar.com/) and host of a political talk show on site. From 2001 to 2005 Minadi was a member of the Kabul bureau staff
local television station. Az6car was detained for almost nine monthaf The New York Times. He worked as a production manager and inter-
pending trial for alleged corruption and fraud. In March 2010, he wagreter, and as a reporter for an Afghan state radio station.
sentenced to two and a half years in prison, but was released on parole.
Azocar was detained on 29 July 2009 after posting information on hi§dnapped
blog about a long-running legal case against him for alleged corrupti@@haith ABDUL-AHAD: Iraqi correspondent for the London-based
and fraud in the assignment of a 2000 radio and TV advertising contraGuardian newspaper. Reportedly kidnapped with two Afghan colleagues
He was arrested in March 2006 for allegedly failing to appear beforean 11 December 2009. The journalists were captured in the north-eastern
local court but was released 10 days later on the condition that he did potvince of Kunar, close to the Pakistani border, where they were due to
leave the country or speak publicly about the legal proceedings agaimsterview militia. The names of the Afghan journalists have not been
him. On 29 July 2009, an arrest warrant was issued against Az6car on fhiblished for their safety. On 15 December the three journalists were
grounds that he had breached these conditions by republishing nemeteased unharmed.
reports about the case on his blog. Comments on the case were also .
posted on the blog, although these were reportedly written by users ratfi@Prisoned: Main cases
than Azdcar. According to Azdcar’s lawyer, he had turned up for all hiAhmed Ghous ZALMAI and Mohammad Ateef NOORI
court appearances prior to his imprisonment and did not pose a flightofession: Journalist and publisher respectiveate of arrest:
risk. After numerous procedural delays, Azécar was sentenced to tv@xtober 2007 and 18 November 2007 respectiEkpires: October
and a half years in prison on an ‘administrative corruption’ charge on 2827 and 17 November 2012 respectivBlgtails of arrest: Arrested for
March 2010, but was released on parole. He was acquitted on the changeBlishing a vernacular translation of the Koran. Zalmai claims that a
of embezzling public funds and fraud. Azécar was ordered to report tocapy of the translation was brought to the Tamim-e-Ansar Mosque,
judge each week and is banned from changing his address and fr&@bul, by an unknown individual in September 2007, and was very well
running for public office. Reportedly an outspoken critic of Presidenteceived by those present at the gathering. He was asked to use his @8si-
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tion as a well-known journalist and head of the publication department aftitudes in Muslim countries and about the rise of al-Qaeda in
the Attorney General’s office to find a way to publish more copies of thBangladesh, which had reportedly sparked debate in the Bangladeshi
translation. After obtaining the approval of Mullah Qari Mushtaq, leadepress and government prior to his arrest. Choudhury was accused of
of the Tamim-e-Ansar Mosque, he found a publisher. Howevespying for Israel, and was repeatedly denied a bail hearing. He was
following the publication of the translation, fundamentalist groupsreleased on bail on 2 May 2005 following appeals by PEN USA. His trial
parliamentarians and clerics demanded an ‘exemplary punishment’ fstarted on 5 April 2006, and is ongoing as of 31 December 2009.
those involved in the publication. Zalmai was arrested in October 2007 @houdhury continues as editorBlitzand remains under pressure from

he was trying to flee the country. His publisher Mohammad Ateef Noothe government and extremist groups for his critical writings. Most
was detained on 18 November 2007, and Mullah Mushtag on 10 Jurexently he was attacked in his newspaper offices on 22 February 2009.
2008.Details of trial: Ahmed Ghous Zalmai was sentenced to twentyln October 200Blitz published a book written by Choudhury, on the rise
years in prison alongside Mullah Qari Mushtaq by a court in Kabul on 1df Jihadists in Islamic education schod#onorary member of: USA
September 2008 under Article 130 of the Afghan Constitution foPEN and English PEN. (Update #4 to RAN 23/04 - 26 March 07).
‘publishing the Koran in a Dari translation’. Publisher Mohammad Ateef | .

Noori was reportedly handed down a five-year sentence. Dari is a Falief detention

dialect spoken in Afghanistan, and Article 130 renders Sharia law apptie- M. MASUM: Journalist for the English-language daigw Age.

able to the case. It is said that the case stemmed from the failure to pfReportedly detained on 22 October 2009 by the Rapid Action Battalion
the Arabic original of the Koran alongside the translation, as reported(RAB), a specialist counter-terrorist force, and held for around 10 hours
required by Islamic law in Afghanistan, and for alleged errors and misuituring which time he was interrogated and tortured. The newspaper has
derstandings in the translation. The translation in question was carriggtently carried articles linking the RAB to extra-judicial executions and
out by an Iranian living in the United States, and is publically availabldrugs cases.

on the Internet: http://www.quran-farsi.net/Quran/FarsiMenu01.htm The

men have publically apologised for the publication, and assert that the

did not know they were doing anything wrong. The sentence was uphéAM BODIA

on appeal by the Supreme CoWRrltace of detention: Dr Zalmai and . .

Mullah Mushtaq are held at Policharkhi prison. Noori is thought to b&mprisoned: Main case

held at a detention centre in Kabltofessional details: Ahmed Ghous HANG Chakra

Zalmai has previously worked as TV and radio journalist, and headed tReofession: Publisher and editor-in-chief of the Khmer opposition news-
Afghanistan National Journalist Association. Mullah Qari Mushtaq ipaperKhmer Machas Srok. Date of arrest: 26 June 2009entence: One
leader of Tamim-e-Ansar Mosque and said to be a well-respected refiear in prisonExpires: 25 June 201Metails of trial: Charged with

gious figure. ‘publishing false information’ and defamation on 12 June 2009 for a
series of articles published in his newspaper in early 2009 accusing a
Released senior government minister of corruption. He was prosecuted under

Sayed Parwez KAMBAKHSH: Student at Balkh university and Article 62 of the UNTAC criminal code rather than the more liberal 1995
reporter for the local dailyahan-e-Naw (The New World). Arrested on  Press Law. Neither he nor his lawyer were present at the trial on 26 June
27 October 2007 and handed down the death sentence, commute®®89, in which he was sentenced to one year in prison. He was arrested
twenty years in prison, for blasphemy for distributing allegedly antiafter the trial and is appealing the senteRtace of detention: Prey Sar
Islamic literature. He was detained after allegedly downloading angrison, near Phnom Periew information: In late November 2009 it
giving to friends an article claiming that the Prophet Mohammed ignoredas reported that the King of Cambodia had expressed his interest in
women’s rights. He was not the author of the article. He was also repogranting amnesty to Chakra.
edly accused of possessing anti-Islamic books and starting un-Islamic
debates in his classes. On 7 September 2009 the Afghan Ministry of
Justice confirmed that Kambakhsh had been released two weeks eari@H N A
under a Presidential pardon. RAN 2/08 — 24 January 2008; Update #1 —4 " .
June 2008; Update #2 — 24 June 2008, Update #3 — 22 October 2008)Imprisoned: Main cases
CHEN Daojun
D.o.b.: 22 December 196Brofession: Dissident writer and journalist.

BANGLADESH Date of arrest: 9 May 2008Sentence: Three-year prison sentence.

. ] Expiry: 8 May 2011.Details of arrest: Arrested near Chengdu City,
On trial, free on bail Sichuan province for suspicion of inciting subversion of State power.
Salah Uddin Shoaib CHOUDHURY: Editor of the tabloid weekly Among a number of people detained whilst protesting the building of a
Blitz. Arrested on 29 November 2003 by security personnel at Ziahemical plant in the town of Pengzhou, 39 km outside Chengdu. He was
International Airport in Dhaka. He was reportedly on his way to Israel tmitially charged in 13 June 2008 with ‘inciting splittism’, apparently for
participate in a conference with the Hebrew Writers Association when fan article he published following the Tibetan democracy protests in
was arrested. Choudhury is believed to have been going to addresslarch 2008 which condemned the Chinese government’s violent crack-
writers’ symposium in Tel Aviv entitle@ridges Through Culture, and  down on protesters that month. He has also written articles critical of the
was scheduled to speak about the role of the media in establishing peagmernment and the politics of the Beijing OlympiBstails of the
Choudhury is known for his attempts to improve relations betweetrial: Chen was handed down a three-year imprisonment sentence and
Muslim countries and Israel, and has written articles against anti-Isra¢firee years’ deprivation of political rights on 11 November 2008 by the



Intermediate People’s Court of Chengdu. allegedly subversive and slanderous articles on internet websites such as
At his trial, which took place on 5 November 2008 and lasted two and@ajiyuan and New Century in China and abroad. He was a main case of
half hours, no verdict was reached. However, on 11 November 2008litternational PEN. (RAN 37/08 — 23 July 2008)

was announced that he had been convicted of ‘inciting subversion’ in

three of his articles published in overseas Chinese websites and a H@14O Qizhen

Kong-based magazin®lace of detention: Detention Centre of the D.O.B: 10 May 1958Profession: Internet writer.Date of arrest: 12

Public Security Bureau of Jintang Countilonorary member: May 2006Sentence: 4 years in prisofExpires: 11 May 201Metails of
Independent Chinese PEN. (RAN 27/08 — 21 May 2008; Update #1 torest: Reportedly arrested at his home on 12 May 2006 and charged

RAN 27/08 - 17 June 2008; Update #2 — 25 November 2008) with ‘inciting subversion of state power’ on 6 June 2006. His arrest
appears to be linked to his participation in a rotating hunger strike, which
CHEN Shuging: has been held by pro-democracy activists since 4 February 2006 to

D.o.b.: 26 September 1964rofession: Dissident writer and leading protest against human rights violations in China. The charges are based
member of Zhejiang Branch of the banned Chinese Democratic Paxy his 34 articles attacking at the leadership of the Chinese Communist
(CDP).Dateof arrest: 14 September 200&entence: 4 years in prison. Paty and government that were published on overseas weli3ess
Expires: 13 September 201Metails of arrest: He went voluntarily to  of trial: Sentenced to 4 years imprisonment, and three years’ deprivation
the Daguan Police Station, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, aftef political rights, for ‘inciting subversion’ on 17 October 20Pgace of

being summoned the previous day. On 17 October 2006 he was formatlgtention: No.4 Prison in Shijiazhuang, the capital City of Hebei
charged with inciting subversion for his critical articles published orProvince, Northern Chindrreatment in prison: Denied full access to
various overseas Chinese websites such as Boxun, Minzhu Luntdamily visits, and said to be ill-treateH.ealth concerns: There are
Dajiyuan, Yi Bao, Guancha, and Xin Shijietails of trial: Sentenced to reports that he is in poor health and is in a fragile psychological state as a
four years in prison on charges of ‘inciting subversion of state power’ aresult of ill-treatment in prison. His health has reportedly deteriorated in
14 August 2007 by the Intermediate People’s Court of Hangzou Citprison due to the lack of adequate health care. In late March 2009 Guo’s
The conviction is reportedly based on sentences quoted from various avtife reported that she is allowed to visit him once every two or three
cles published and posted on the banned magazine of the Chin@senths, and brings him medication for a form of gangrene, as prison
Democratic Party, and overseas Chinese websites inclusbrgn, authorities reportedly refuse to provide it. Guo is dependant on crutches
Epoch Times, China Affairs Forum, China E Weekly andDuowei News. and there are fears that he could lose the use of hidHlagrary

His appeal was rejected by the Zhejiang High People’s Court on 28ember: Independent Chinese PEN

October 2007.Place of detention: Qiaosi Prison, Hangzhou City,

Zhejiang Province. Previous political imprisonment/problems: GUO Quan

Previously detained in 1999 for 4 months for setting up the banndalO.B: 8 May 1968.Profession: Internet writer and activisDate of
Chinese Democratic Party. After his release, he trained to becomeaest: 13 November 2008entence: 10 years in prisorExpires: 12
lawyer, but in 2005, after passing his exams, he was refused a lawyealsvember 201®etails of arrest: Reportedly arrested at his home in
licence by the Justice Bureau of Zhejiang Province, who alleged his adanjing, capital of Jiangsu province for 'suspicion of subversion of state
cles published online had violated China’s Constitution. Chen challenggdwer’. At the time of his arrest, the police confiscated Guo Quan’s arti-
this ruling in court, but lost the case in both the lower and the appeeles and his computer. He was held incommunicado at Nanjing City
courts. He has since been subject to police harassidenbrary Public Security BureawDetails of the trial: Guo Quan was formally

member: Independent Chinese PEN charged with ‘subverting the State power’ on 19 December 2008. On 16
October 2009 a court in Jiangsu province sentenced Guo Quan to ten
DU Daobin years in prison and three years of deprivation of political rights for his

D.o.b.: 1965 Profession: Dissident writer and member of the pro-democracy activities and critical writings. Guo was charged for a
Independent Chinese PEN Centi®ate of arrest: 21 July 2008 series of articles entitled ‘Herald of Democracy’ posted online between
Sentence: Two years and four monthsxpires. 20 November 2010 mid-2007 and November 2008, and for founding the opposition China
Details of arrest: Arrested at his workplace in Yingcheng City, Hubei New Democracy Party (CNDPPrevious political imprisonment/
Province, by National Security police who also searched Du’s home apdoblems. Guo is a former criminal-court judge and literature professor
confiscated two computers and some letters. Du Daobin was on prolaa-Nanjing Normal University, however, due to his political activities he
tion for “inciting subversion of state power”, and was re-arrested folhas been banned from teaching. He wrote several open letters to Chinese
allegedly violating the terms of his probation. Police alleged that, whileeaders and was frequently briefly detained by police, most recently in
on probation, Du published more than a hundred essays on overs&ésy 2008 when he spent ten days in prison after criticising the govern-
websites, failed to report to the police regularly and did not notify thenent’s response to the 12 May 2008 Sichuan earthquake. (RAN 63/08 —
police when he travelled outside of his hometown and when he hostddecember 2008; Update #1 — 2 November 2009).

guests at home. He is now required to serve the remaining two years and

four months of his sentendelace of detention: Hanxi Prison, Wuhan HADA

City, Hubei ProvincdPrevious political imprisonment/problems: On D.O.B: 13 February 1955Profession: Owner of the Mongolian
June 11, 2004, Du was convicted of “inciting subversion of state poweAcademic bookstore and founder and editor-in-clofeThe \Voice of

and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment commuted to four yeafguthern Mongolia Date of Arrest: 10 December 1995entence: 15
probation and two years’ deprivation of political rights. He was releasegears in prisorexpires. 9 December 201Details of Arrest: Arrested

after serving nearly eight months in prison. According to the couffor founding the Southern Mongolian Democracy Alliance and
verdict, between July 2002 and October 2003, Du posted twenty-spublishing the underground journdlhe Voice of Southern Mongolia. 45
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Details of trial: Sentenced to 15 years in prison and 4 years deprivatiocharges of “inciting subversion” for collaborating with the banned
of political rights on charges of “inciting separatism and espionage” on®hinese Democratic Party (CDP) and publishing essays on the Internet.
December 199&lace of Detention: No.4 Prison, Chi Feng City, Inner Sentenced on 6 November 2003 to eight years in prison and two-year
Mongolia. Treatment in Prison: Reportedly subject to ill treatment in deprivation of political rights. On 20 December 2003 Beijing’s Court
detentionHealth Concerns: Said to be suffering from a stomach ulcer No.1 dismissed He Depu’s application for an appéehith concerns:

and coronary heart disease, and his health is said to have deterioré®aid to be in very poor health, to have lost a great deal of weight, a
significantly in prisonHonorary member: PEN Canada, Independent number of teeth, and to be suffering from a liver complaint. In need of

Chinese PEN. vitamins and medicatio.reatment in prison: lll-treated in prison and
denied access to family visits. In a letter to the President of the
HU Jia International Olympic Committee (I0OC) dated 26 April 2008 and smug-

D.O.B: 25 July 1973Profession: Leading activist and dissident writer gled out of prison, he reports that prison conditions were worsening,
Date of arrest: 27 December 200%Bentence: Three and a half years in particularly for political prisoner$rofessional details. Took part in the
prison.Expires: 26 June 201Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested Democracy Wall Movement in 1979 and founded the magd&#ijag

from his home by the Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau on 2%outh which was subsequently banned. Helped launch the now-banned
December 2007 on “suspicion of incitement to subvert state power” f@hina Democracy Party (CDMrevious political imprisonment/prob-

his critical writings and activisnPlace of detention: Beijing Prison, lems: Lost his job with the Social Sciences Academy after standing as a
Huangcun Town, Daxing District, Beijing, P.R Chirzetails of trial: candidate in the local election in 1990. Briefly detained several times for
On 3 April 2008, Hu Jia was convicted of ‘inciting subversion of staténis political activities. Honorary member of: Suisse Romande,
power’ for his critical online writings and dissident activities, after beingndependent Chinese PEN.

tried on 18 March 2008 at the Beijing Municipal No. 1 Intermediate

People’s Court. According to his lawyer, evidence presented against hHUANG Jingiu (aka Qingshui Jun)

in court included five articles published on banned overseas ChineBe.b.: 3 September 197Rrofession: Internet essayist, writer and jour-
websites and two interviews given to the foreign media. He is alswalist.Date of arrest: 13 September 2008entence: 12 years in prison,
believed to be targeted for an open letter he signed, “The Real Chireduced by one year and ten months in November 2007, and again by 23
Before the Olympics,” which demanded an end to human rights abusesmonths in November 200Expires: 12 December 201Details of

the run-up to the Olympic Games to be held in Beijing in August 200&rrest: Arrested on 13 September 2003 after returning to China in
Health concerns: Hu Jia suffers from long-term health problems August 2003 following three years overseas on a scholarship studying
including cirrhosis of the liver, and there are serious concerns that Haurnalism at the Central Academy of Art in Malaysia. Well known in the
health is deteriorating in prison. On 22 December 2009 his wife reporteverseas Chinese internet community for his essays published on the
that Hu's health continued to be poor because he is not receiviZhinese-language news website ‘Boxun.com’ under the pen-name Qing
adequate medical treatment for Hepatitis Beatment in prison: Shuijun (Mr Clear Water). In early September 2003, Huang Jingiu
According to his wife, she visits Hu Jia once a month, for half an hourisited his parents in Shandong Province; his last article was published
each time. After her visit on 21 July 2009, she reported that he had last 10 September 2003, entitled ‘Me and My Public Security Friends’.
weight but that his morale is higBther information: Hu Jia’'s family ~ Details of trial: Huang'’s trial began on 22 June 2004 at the Changzhou
have also been subjected to harassment and severe restrictions of méveermediate People’s Court. It is reported that the court was unable to
ment since his arrest, and there are serious concerns for higenge reach a verdict initially because of lack of evidence, but after the case
Jingyan, who had a one-month-old baby at the time of Hu's arrest and 8as referred back to the prosecution further evidence was submitted and
herself under effective house arrest. Hu's arrest appears to have been partvas convicted on 27 September 2004 of ‘organising, planning and
of a crackdown on dissidents in the run-up to the Beijing Olympics. Operforming subversion of state power by publishing a large number of
10 October 2008 it was announced that Hu Jia had won the Sakhareactionary articles on the Internet in his capacity as member of the
Prize for Freedom of Thought awarded by the European Parliamemtreparatory committee of the China Patriotic Democratic Party’. He was
Previous political imprisonment/problems: Hu and his wife Zeng sentenced to a twelve-year in prison and four-year deprivation of political
Jinyan were placed under residential surveillance on 18 May 2007, aghts. His sentence was upheld on appeal on 9 December 2004.
they were about to set off on a tour of Europe to promote their documerofessional details. Huang Jingiu trained at the Lu Xun Literature
tary film “Prisoners of Freedom City”. Hu is known for his activities onlinstitute, a leading writing school. His writings have been well-recog-
environmental and AIDS issues, and had been briefly detained msed from an early age, and at the age of twenty he published his first
February 2006Honorary member: Independent Chinese PEN. (RAN book. He has worked as a journalist and editor of several newspapers and
1/08 — 9 January 2008; Update #1 — 7 April 2008; Updated #2 — 15 Mayagazines since the age of eighteen, including the Guanzhou daily

2008) Yangcheng Wanbao. His essays have been collected into two publica-
tions, one that is non-political and published under his real name, and
HE Depu one collection of political commentaries published for security reasons

D.o.b: 28 October 195@®rofession: Dissident activist/writerDate of under his pen-name Qing Shuijun. According to his articles, which he
arrest: 4 November 2003entence: Eight years in prisorExpires: 24  continued to post on Boxun.com throughout his journey across China, he
January 201 Details of arrest: Taken from his home by the police for began to be followed by the secret police on 15 August 2003, first in
questioning and held incommunicado in a form of ‘residence undéfunan Province, then in Sichuan and through to Shan&hede of

surveillance’ until formally detained on 27 January 2003. He was detention: Pukou Prison, Nanjing City, Jiangsu Provinteeatment in

signatory of an open letter of 20 November 2002 calling for politicaprison: In late June 2007 it was reported that Huang has not been
reform.Details of trial: Tried on 14 October 2003 in a two-hour trial on required to carry out hard labour by the prison administration, and that



his health is goodPrevious political imprisonment/problems: In early ~ organised labour movement is struggling to emeBytails of trial: On

2001, whilst he was overseas, his articles began to attract the attentiori 6fSeptember 2004 the Shenyang Intermediate People’s Court, Liaoning
the Chinese authorities, which reportedly visited his parents and warnprbvince, north-eastern China, sentenced both on charges of ‘subverting
them of their concerns about him. He attracted further attention istate power’ to 15 and 12 years in prison respectively. On appeal, their
January 2003 by announcing on Boxun.com his intention to found sentences were reduced to 10 and 8 years, respechiaalg.of deten-
political party, the China Patriot Democracy Party (CPDP). Although hison: Kong Youping is held at Lingyuan City prison, west Liaoning
announcement is said to have attracted a lot of interest, it is not thoudtrovince. Ning Xianhua is held at Shenyang prison, the capital city of

that the CPDP was ever organised in practitenorary member: Liaoning Province.Health concerns: Kong Youping is said to be
German, American, English and Independent Chinese. REAN suffering from high blood pressure and deteriorating eyes@titer
46/04, 6 October 2004). information: Kong Youping is said to be detained far from his home,

and his wife is unable to afford to visit hirilonorary member:
HUANG Qi Independent Chinese PEN.

D.o.b.: 7 April 1963 Profession: Internet writer, and director and co-

founder of the Tianwang Human Rights Centre in Chengdtie of LU Gengsong

arrest: 10 June 2008Sentence: Three years in prisotExpires: 9 June  D.o.b: 7 January 195@rofession: Writer and human rights activist
2011Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested after criticising the ChineseDate of arrest: 24 August 200Bentence: 4 years in prisorxpires: 23
government’s handling of the 12 May 2008 earthquake in Sichuafiugust 2011Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested in Hangzhou City,
province. There were reports that he was last seen being forced into a Zhejiang Province, on 24 August 2007, following the on-line publication
by alleged plainclothes police and was held incommunicado for a feof articles critical of the authorities. His home was searched and his
months. On 18 July 2008, he was formally charged for illegally holdingomputer and personal files were reportedly confiscated. Lu Gengsong
state secrets. His case has twice been handed back to the police byvihe formally charged on 29 September 2007 with ‘inciting subversion of
prosecution for further investigation, and was re-submitted to the prosstate power’, a charge which is often used to silence dissidents. The
cution for the third time in mid-December 20@etails of trial: The initial charge of ‘illegal possession of state secrets’ has been dropped.
trial was scheduled to start on 2 February 2009, but the hearing was pd3¢tails of trial: On 5 February 2008 Lu Gensong was sentenced to four
poned for undisclosed reasons. In August 2009 the trial was finaljyears in prison for ‘inciting subversion of state power’. The appeal
conducted, and in a ten-minute hearing at Wuhou Court, Sichugmesented by Lu’s defence was rejected on 7 April 2B®e of deten-
province, on 23 November 2009, Huang Qi was sentenced to a three-ydan: Xijiao Prison, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, P.R China.
imprisonment term for ‘illegal possession of state secrets’. Reports sdyeatment in prison: Reportedly held incommunicado, although his
that no details of the trial were released, presumably because the triafe has been permitted to visit him. His wife reports that since mid-
dealt with ‘state secrets’. According to the Committee to Proteddecember 2009 Lu’s main job has been to keep watch over prison bath-
Journalists (CPJ), the information that Huang posted on his websiteoms at night, leading to a deterioration in his health because he is
regarding governmental regulations on how complaints should functiofgrced to walk on waste-water soaked floors in the harsh winter cold
was of public access on government websites. On 29 November 2008aring only thin cloth shoes. Lu also reports that prison guards have
Huang’'s appeal to the verdict was reject@&face of detention: attempted to force him to sign a confession, but he has retdseldh
Detention Centre of Chengdu City, Sichuan Provikt@lth concerns: concerns: On 10 December 2009 his wife visited him in prison and
Huang Qi is reported to be seriously ill and his health is deterioratingported that he is suffering from infected and inflamed feet as a result of
rapidly in prison because he is not receiving the medical assistance @or sanitation and ill-treatment in prisdProfessional details: Lu
requires. He is said to have two tumors on his chest and stomach, an@&ngsong, a history graduate from Zhejiang University, taught at the
be suffering from headaches and heart problems. Requests for medighkjiang Higher Professional School of Public Security before being
parole from Huang'’s lawyers have not received any resp®neeious  expelled in 1993 because of his pro-democracy activities. He went on to
political imprisonment/problems: Previously imprisoned on subver- become a freelance writer, and has published several books on political
sion charges from 2003 to 2005 for setting up a web site that investigatedform, includingA History of Chinese Community Party Corrupt
corruption, advocated democracy, and called for the release of thoSicialsin 2000. Lu is known for his reporting on human rights viola-
imprisoned in the wake of the Tiananmen protests. (RAN 32/08 — lttbns and his political commentaries published on the Internet. He is also

June 2008). an active member of the banned China Democracy Party (CDP).
Honorary Member: Independent Chinese PEN Centre. [RAN 37/07 - 3
KONG Youping and Ning Xianhua October 2007; Update #1 to RAN 37/07 - 6 February 2008].

D.o.b.: 1952 (Kong YoupingProfession: Internet writers and factory

workers.Date of arrest: 13 December 200Sentence: 10 and 8 years in LU Jianhua

prison respectivelyExpires: 12 December 2013 and 13 December 2011D.0.b: 03/07/1960.Profession: Research Professor at the Chinese
respectivelyDetails of arrest: Kong Youping was reportedly arrested Academy of Social Sciences, Deputy Director of Public Policy Research
after posting five articles and seven poems on an overseas website chald Executive Director of the China Development Stratddgte of
lenging the official version of the “Beijing Spring” and alleging official arrest: April 2005. Sentence: 20 years in prisorExpires: April 2025.
corruption. The pair was also accused of posting online essalpetailsof trial: First arrested in April 2005 on charges of ‘leaking state
supporting the establishment of trade unions and the China Democradiecrets’. Convicted on 18 December 2006 to 20 years in prison for
Paty (CDP). It is thought that the heavy sentences against the pair deaking state secrets to a Hong Kong reporter (Ching Cheong, see above)
related to growing workers’ unrest in Northeast China where manyho was sentenced to five years for spying. Human rights groups have
factory workers for failing state enterprises are being laid off and agquestioned the evidence in the reporter’s case, but Lu’s trial was heldh
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secret and reportedly only lasted for 90 minuisce of detention: Abdulghani MEMETEMIN
Beijing City jail. Treatment in prison: Reportedly held incommuni- D.o.b.: 1964 Profession: Writer, teacher and translator from the
cado. His wife is not allowed access to hikhonorary member: Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUARRate of arrest: 26 July

Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC). 2002Sentence: 9 years’ imprisonmenExpires. 25 July 201 Details of
arrest: Reported in August 2004 to have been detained since July 2002
LIU Xiaobo on charges of “sending secret state information out of the country”.

D.o.b: 28 December 1955Profession: Prominent dissident writer, Reportedly arrested in Kashgar on 26 July 2002. Since 1999 Memetemin
former President and current Board member of the Independent Chindsel provided information on a voluntary basis to the East Turkistan
PEN CentreDate of arrest: 8 December 2008entence: Eleven years Information Centre (ETIC), a Uighur rights and pro-independence group
in prison.Expiry: 7 December 201®etails of arrest: Arrested for  run by exiled Uighurs in Germany and described by China as a terrorist
signing Charter 08, a declaration calling for political reforms and humagroup although the group is not known to have advocated violence.
rights. Held under Residential Surveillance, a form of pre-trial detentioietails of trial: Convicted in June 2003 by the Kashgar Intermediate
at an undisclosed location in Beijing, until he was formally charged witPeople’s Court of “violating state secrets and sending them outside the
‘spreading rumours and defaming the government, aimed at subversioountry”. Sentenced to nine years in prison. Charges against him are
of the state and overthrowing the socialism system in recent years’ on B8lieved to have included translating state news articles into Chinese
June 2009. The charge is said to be based on his endorserGbattef from Uighur, forwarding official speeches to the ETIC, which is banned
08 and over twenty articles published between 2001-2D6&ilsof the  in China, and conducting reporting for the ETIC. Also accused of
trial: On 25 December 2009 Liu was sentenced to eleven years in prisacruiting other reporters for the ETIC. Said to have been denied legal
and two years deprivation of political rights on charges of “incitement teepresentation at his trial and to have been denied access to his wife anc
subversion of state power. On 29 December 2009 Liu Xiaobo'’s lawyechildren since his arrest. Reportedly tortured in detentimomorary
announced that he would appeal against his conviction, and the appeember of: German and Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).
hearing is expected within the next six weekBlace of detention:

Public Security Bureau (PSB) Detention Centre in Douge ZhuarfgUO YONGQUAN

Beijing. Treatment in prison: Since being transferred to a detention D.o.b.: 24/06/72Profession: Poet and dissidernDate of arrest: 20 May
centre he reports “an improvement” in his conditions, as he now h2909 Sentence: Two years’ Re-education Through Labour (RTL).
regular outdoor time and five detainees in his cell with whom he can talkxpires: 19 May 2011Details of arrest: Arrested by PSB officials from
During his six-month pre-trial detention he was held incommunicado inkis home in Shaoguan City, Guangdong Province, after two of his poems
windowless room without any outdoor time and with only two familywere broadcast by New Tang Dynasty Television (NTDDAtails of

visits. Other information: Liu Xiaobo is among a large number of dissi- trial: Administratively sentenced in June 2009 for publishing ‘Anti-
dents to have been detained or harassed after issuing an open leBevernment and Party’ poenface of detention: Sanshui RTL camp,
calling on the National People’s Congress Standing Committee to ratiffoshan City, Guangdong provinc&reatment in detention: Said to be

the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), andorced to do 12-13 hours a day of hard labour without sufficient food.
launching Charter 08, a declaration calling for political reforms andue to financial difficulties and his mother’s poor health, Luo is unable
human rights. These activities formed part of campaigns across Chinattopay for basic necessities in prison such as shoes and food. In October
commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration (#009 he issued an appeal for hépher information: He is a member
Human Rights (10 December), and the Charter has now been signeddfythe China Democratic Party (CDP) and a signatory of Charter 08.
more than 8000 scholars, journalists, freelance writers and activis®revious political imprisonment/problems: In 2001 he was sentenced
Recipient of American PEN 2009 Freedom to Write awBrévious  to three years’ RTL for his membership of the CDP.

political imprisonment/problems: Liu Xiaobo first received support

from PEN in 1989, when he was one of a group of writers and intelle@l Chonghuai

tuals given the label the “Black Hands of Beijing” by the governmentD.o.b.: 7 February 196%rofession: JournalistDate of arrest: 25 June

and arrested for their part in the Tiananmen Square protests. Liu 2807 Sentence: Four years in prisorkExpires: 24 June 2011Details of

since spent a total of five years in prison, including a three year senterareest: Reportedly arrested from his home in Jinan, the capital province
passed in 1996, and has suffered frequent short arrests, harassmentar®@handong, eastern China, on 25 June 2007 following the publication
censorshipHonorary member: Independent Chinese PEN Centreof an article alleging corruption in the Tengzhou Communist Party,

(ICPC) and Portuguese PEN Centre. which was published in June 2007 on Xiehuanet website. He was
arrested and tried with freelance reporter He Yanjie, see ‘released’ below.
LU Zengqi and YAN Qiuyan A photographer, Ma Shiping, was also detained for publishing photos in

Profession: Falun Gong members and Internet writers/publistizase of  the article. Qi was charged with blackmail and extortion on 2 August
arrest: Not known.Sentence: 10 years in prison respectivelxpires: 2007 for allegedly accepting bribes from local officials whilst
2014 Details of trial: Sentenced by Court No.1 in Chongging, westernresearching the article. Qi was held incommunicado for the first two
China, on 19 February 2004 to ten years in prison each for writing amdonths of his detention, and claims to have been repeatedly assaulted
publishing respectively an online publication which according to the coueind threatened by security guards throughout his eleven-month pre-trial
verdict “tarnished the image of the government by broadcasting fabricatet&tention. The case was turned back to the police in mid-February 2008
stories of persecution suffered by cult members”. The newsletter allegéar lack of evidenceDetails of trial: The trial on 13 May 2008 at the
the ill treatment in prison of a fellow Falun Gong member. People’s Court of Tengzhou City, Shandong Province, reportedly did not
comply with international standards of fairness. The appeal was rejected
without any hearing by the Intermediate People’s Court of Zaozhuang



City on 24 July 2008Place of detention: Tengzhou Prison, Tenzhou of Detention: Deshan Prison, Postbox: 56-4, 415001 Changde City,
City, Shandong Province. Reportedly transferred to Zaozhuang prison Blonan ProvinceHealth concerns. Since his transfer to Deshan Prison
16 June 2009, unclear whether this was a temporary trafhisfatment in June 2007, his living conditions and health have reportedly improved,
in prison: Qi has reportedly been subject to repeated severe beatings ardl he is no longer required to do hard physical lal@iier informa-
ill-treatment by prison guards and fellow in-mates throughout his deteition: Recipient of CPJ’s 2005 International Press Freedom Award, PEN
tion, including one attack in May 2009 which he claims left him unconAmerica’s 2006 Freedom to Write Award, WAN's 2007 Golden Pen of
scious for three days. This particularly harsh treatment at the handsFreedom.Honorary member of: Sydney, German, Canada, New
prison guards appears to be a response to Qi’'s attempts to report onZkeland, Swiss Italian, Swiss German, American, English, San Miguel,
appalling prison conditions at Tengzhou. Letters smuggled out of prisdndependent Chinese PEN Centre, Scottish and USA PEN.

document that he has been forced to work over ten hours a day in a coal

mine, without adequate food, water or rest, and his health has seriouWANG Ronggqing:

deterioratedHealth concerns: Qi reportedly suffers from a number of D.o.b.: 9 December 194®8rofession: Magazine editor and dissident
ailments resulting from forced labour and poor treatment in prisorDate of arrest: 25 June 2008entence: Six years in prisorExpires: 9
including pneumoconiosis, a lung infection caused by inhaling coal dusflay 2014Details of arrest: Reportedly taken from home in June 2008,
He also claims to have suffered permanent injuries to his left thumbut not formally charged until 31 July 2008. Thought to be charged for
knees and waist, and has difficulties walking. For much of 2009 he hags membership of the banned China Democracy Party (CDP), for
been denied access to his family, leading to heightened concerns for &éditing a publication calle@pposition Party and posting articles on the
well-being. Qi was allowed to call his wife on 19 October 2009, whdnternet.Details of trial: Wang was sentenced to six years in prison on 8
reported that he feared for his liferofessional details: Qi Chonghuai  January 2009 by the Hangzhou city Intermediate People’s Court in the
has been a journalist for 13 years before his arrest. From 2004-6, &éa&stern province of Zhejiang, for ‘subversion of state povrbate of
worked for various publications, including ti$hangdong Zhoukan detention: Held at Jianggan District Detention Centre in Hangzhou city.
(Shandon Weekly), the Renmin Gong’ an Bao (People’s Public Security  Treatment in prison: Said to have been denied family visits since his
News), and theZhongguo Anquan Shengchan Bao. In June 2006, he arrest.Health concerns: Wang suffers from renal failure and requires
started work as director of the newspapazhi Zaobao (Legal System haemodialysis three times a week. He has been hospitalised since 10
Morning News), which ceased publishing in December 2006 and waEebruary 2009, and was diagnosed with kidney failure in March 2009. In
reformed with its existing staff as tivazhi Ribao (Weekend edition of November 2009 he was reported to be criticallyRHevious political

the Legal System Daily). He has also worked as special correspondernimprisonment/problems: A veteran pro-democracy activist, Wang has
with the Fazhi Zhoubao (Legality Weekly) and thelJizhe Guancha  suffered harassment and brief detentions by the authorities since the late
(Journalist Observer), and is known for his reporting on corruption and 1970’s when he joined the Democracy Wall movement. He later became
social injustice in Shangdong province. He is said to have been repeatieader member of the banned CDP, and in 2005 he was detained for six
edly warned by the authorities to cease such reporting prior to his arrestonths for organising the CDP in Zhejiang. In 2006 he was arrested for

Honorary member of: Independent Chinese PEN Centre one month for his writings calling for religious freedom. [Released on six
months’ medical parole on 12 January 2010, due to return to prison on 11
SHI Tao July 2010.]

D.o.b: 25 July 1968Profession: Journalist and poet. Member of

Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICHI3te of Arrest: 24 November WANG Xiaoning

2004.Sentence: 10 years’ imprisonmenExpires: 25 November 2014 D.o.b.: 7 January 195Brofession: Internet writer and dissideridate of
Details of Arrest: Arrested at his home in Taiyuan, Shanxi Provincearrest: 1 September 2003entence: 10 years in prisanExpires. 31
northwest China, by police from Changsha National Security Bureadugust 2012Details of arrest: Arrested on 1 September 2002 and
southern China. They also confiscated his writings, computer and othararged on 30 September 2002 with subversion for articles published on-
personal belongings. According to Xinhua, the government run newisie between 2000 and 20(etails of trial: Sentenced to ten years in
agency, he had been found guilty of posting online his notes based opréson and two-year deprivation of political rights on 25 July 2003 by the
government document that was read out at an editorial meeting BEijing Municipal First Intermediary People’s Court. Thought to be
Dangdai Shang Bao (Contemporary Trade News) in April 2004.Details  specifically charged for articles published in the on-line journals
of Trial: Shi Tao was sentenced on 30 April 2005 to ten years’ imprisorBemocratic Reform Free Forum and Current Political Commentary

ment and two-year deprivation of political rights for “revealing statebetween 2000 and 2002. The journals reportedly included articles written
secrets”. Information supplied by the Internet Service Provider Yahoddy Wang under his real name and pen name advocating democratic
Inc. was used to convict him. The sentence was upheld on appeal oreform and criticising the authorities. The journals were reportedly
June 2005. He was not allowed to attend the appeal hearing, and distributed by email through Yahoo! groups that Wang established
mother has applied for a review of the appeal on procedural groundsonymously in mainland China and Hong Kong. Wang published his
Professional Details: Shi Tao has worked as a freelance journalist forarticles on a number of web sites in China and overseas. Wang was also
several newspapers including the Changsha-basedRiailydai Shang accused of advocating the establishment of the ‘China Third Road Party’
Bao (Contemporary Trade News), which he left in May 2004 in order to and communicating by email with the leader of the China Social
return to his home city of Taiyuan. He has also written a number of arfDemocratic Party, which is banned in ChiRkace of detention: Beijing

cles, including political commentaries, for online forums, in particulaNo 2 Prison, Chaoyang District, Beijing Cifyreatment in prison:

the overseas Chinese web $iten Zhu Lun Tan (Democracy Forum). He  Reportedly torturedHonorary member: Independent Chinese PEN
has published several books of poetry. Recipient of the Committee @entres.

Protect Journalists (CPJ) International Press Freedom AwardR1@08&. 49
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WEI Zhenling tiary in Yanging, northwest of Beijing, after developing a mental illness
D.o.b.: 31 October 196®rofession: Freelance reporter for thahejiang whilst imprisonedOther information: Xu Wei was awarded the 2003
Qingnian Bao (Zhejiang Youth Newspaper) and activist from HangzhouCanadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE) International Press
City, Zhejiang ProvinceDate of arrest: 25 July 2008entence: 1 year Freedom AwardPlace of detention: Jin Haike remains held in Beijing
and 9 months of ‘Re-Education Through Labour’ (RTExpires: 24  Prison No. 2Honorary member of: Ghanaian and Independent Chinese
March 2010Details of arrest: Reportedly detained on 25 July 2008 on PEN. (Update #1 to RAN 29/03 - 26 February 2008; Update #2 - 18
suspicion of ‘inciting subversion of state power’ for his online criticalMarch 2009)

reports and activisnDetails of trial: Administratively sentenced in late

August 2008 for allegedly ‘gambling and frequenting prostitutes’ severaU Zerong

years ago. It is believed that he is detained for his dissident activities aD.b.: 14 January 195#&rofession: Research professor at Zhongshan
writings, but that there was insufficient evidence to support the subvddniversity, Guangzhowate of arrest: 24 June 200@entence: 13 years’

sion charge on which he was first arresi@vious political imprison- imprisonment, reduced twice by 19 months in total in 2006 and 2008.
ment/problems: Has reportedly been summoned and warned by policExpires: 23 November 201Details of arrest: Arrested in the city of

for his online reports and activities several times before. [Released on Ghiangzhou, south China, and formally charged on 29 July 2000 in

January 2010 after his sentence was reduced by three months.] connection with “the illegal publication of books and periodicals...since
1993". According to official sources, Xu had confessed to his crimes.
WU Yilong Details of trial: Sentenced on 20 December 2001 by Shenzhen

D.o.b.: 1 May 1964Profession: Internet writer and China Democratic Intermediate Court to ten years’ imprisonment for leaking state secrets and
Paty (CDP) activist.Date of arrest: June 199%entence: 11 years’ five years’ imprisonment for illegal business activities, combined as 13
imprisonmentExpires: 14 September 201Details of arrest: Arrested  years in prison. It appears that the first set of charges relate to his use of
for circulating pro-democracy articles on the Internet and for his wordocuments concerning Chinese military operations in the Korean War
with the magazin&ai Yedang (Opposition Party). The CDP, founded in  (1950-53), gathered in the course of his research; the second set of charge:
1998, is an underground opposition pabigtails of trial: Sentenced by are thought to relate to the allegedly illegal publication of books and peri-
the Hangzhou Intermediate Court in Zhejiang Province, eastern Chinadicals and the sale of book authorisation numbers since 1993. The
on charges of subversion on 9 November 1999. His sentence was uph@ltangdong Province Higher People’s Court upheld Xu’s conviction on
on appeal on 13 December 20@6ace of detention: Zhejiang No. 1 appeal in late December 2002. His sentence has been reduced twice in
Prison and No. 4 Prison, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, respectiveB006 and 2008 by a total of 18 montRace of detention: Moved to

Honorary member: Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC). Rican Prison, Guangzhou City, Guangdong Province. Said to be held in
the section of the prison reserved for elderly and sick prisoners.
XU Wei and JIN Haike: Treatment in prison: International attention is said to have resulted in

Profession: Reporter forXiaofei Ribao (Consumer Daily), and geologist  better treatment by prison authorities, including the transfer to a prison
and writer respectivel\Date of arrest: 13 March 2001Sentence: Ten  with more modern facilities. In October 2008 his daughter expressed
years in prisonExpires: 12 March 2011Details of arrest: Arrested on  thanks to International PEN on behalf of Xu and his family for support to
13 March 2001 and charged with ‘subversion’ for their participation irKu in prison.Health concerns: Believed to suffer from high blood pres-

the ‘Xin Qingnian Xuehui’ (New Youth Study Group), an informal gath-sure and other serious health conditions although no further details have
ering of individuals concerned with political and economic inequalitiebeen disclosed. His family is applying for medical parBlefessional

who used the internet to circulate relevant artidbetails of trial: On  details: Xu’s research specialised in Chinese Communist Party history,
28 September 2001, the Beijing Intermediate Court initiated legahilitary history and China’s relations with Southeast Asia. He received his
proceedings against Xu Wei, Jin Haike, Yang Zili and Zhang Honghaloctorate from St. Anthony’s College, Oxford University, in 1999. His
(see ‘released’ below), focusing on two essays circulated on the intermtctoral thesis covered Chinese military intervention into the Korean War.
entitled ‘Be a new citizen, reform China’ and ‘What'’s to be done’, whicHn the 1980’s, Xu moved to Hong Kong where he gained permanent resi-
allegedly demonstrated the groups’ intention to “overthrow the Chinestency. Whilst there he reportedly set up a publishing house and was active
Communist Party’s leadership and the socialist system and subvert thepublishing the journaChinese Social Sciences Quarterly. He was also
regime of the people’s democratic dictatorship”. No verdict waseportedly an assistant researcher for the official Xinhua News Agency. At
announced at the time, and proceedings against the four writers tee time of his arrest, Xu held the positions of Associate Research
commenced on 21 April 2003. Lawyers for the four men argue that tlerofessor at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (Zhongshan
failure to issue a verdict in the case violates China’s Criminal Procedutmiversity, Guangzhou) and Affiliated Professor of the Provincial
Law, which stipulates that a court must pronounce judgement within si@uangzhou Academy of Social Sciend@sher information: Recipient
weeks of accepting a case. On 28 May 2003 Xu Wei and Jin Haike weseIndependent Chinese PEN’s 2009 Writer in Prison awdathor ary
sentenced to ten years in prison, and Yang Zili and Zhang Honghai teember of: Ghanaian and Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).
eight years. Their appeal was reportedly heard on 3 November 2003, and

apparently turned dowidealth concerns: It was reported in February YANG Maodong (aka Guo Feixiong)

2008 that both mewer e suffering from acute medical problems, someD.o.b.: 2 August 1966.Profession: Dissident writer, independent

of which do not appear to have been properly diagnosed, and for whiphblisher and civil rights activisDate of arrest: 14 September 2006.
they are not receiving appropriate medical attention. Jin Haike, wh®entence: 5 years in prisonExpires: 13 September 201Details of
received abdominal surgery in November 2007, is reportedly in acugerest: Reportedly detained on 14 September 2006 when according to
pain. Xu Wei was reportedly subjected to ill-treatment in prison. Irnis wife, police officers searched their home in Guangzhou City,
March 2009 Xu Wei was reported to have been transferred to a penitéduangdong Province, Southern China, and took away Yang’s computers,



cell phone, books, manuscripts and other documents. The following dapvel. Yasin's story was widely circulated and recommended for one of
Yang was reportedly charged with illegal business practices for allegedlye biggest Uighur literary websites in the Uighur Autonomous Region
publishing and selling 20,000 books using false ISBNs (internationdbr outstanding literary award. It also attracted the attention of the
standard book numbei)etails of trial: Convicted of ‘illegal business Chinese authorities, who apparently consider the fable to be a tacit criti-
activity’ and sentenced to five years in prison by the Tianhe Distriatism of their government in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region.
Court in the southern city of Guangzhou on 14 November 2007. He hBetailsof trial: After a closed trial in February 2005 at which he was not
decided not to appeal his senterflace of detention: Meizhou Prison,  permitted a lawyer, Yasin was sentenced by the Maralbesh Country court
Meizhou City, Guangdong Province, southern Chifigeatment in to 10 years in prison for “inciting Uighur separatism” in his buéld
detention: There are reports that he is being ill treated in detentiorRPigeon (Yawa Kepter). The Kashgar Intermediate Court upheld his
Health concerns. Said to be in poor health as a result of ill-treatment irsentence on appeal, and Yasin was transferred on 19 May 2005 to
prison.Previous political imprisonment/problems: Yang Maodong is  Urumchi No. 1 Jail, where he remains detain@ldce of detention:
known for his critical writings and civil rights activism. He was previ- Urumchi No.1 JailTreatment in prison: Yasin has been permitted no
ously detained on 12 September 2005 and held without charge untisitors since his arrest and there are serious concerns for his well-being.
December 2005 for his involvement in and reporting of an anti-corrugrofessional details: Nurmuhemmet Yasin is an award-winning and
tion campaign by villagers in Taishi Village, Guangdong Province. Yangrolific freelance Uighur writer. He has published many highly
has since been subject to repeated harassment by the authoritelaimed literary works and prose poems in recent years, including the
Professional details: Yang Maodong is a writer and independentpoetry collectionsFirst Love, Crying from the Heart, and Come on
publisher, and his writings include two novels and one collection of sho@hildren. He is said to be a mature writer with an established literary
stories. He has also published many essays, poems and article®dential among Uighur readers. He is married with two young sons.

Honorary member of: Independent Chinese PEN Centre Honorary member of: American, English and Independent Chinese
PEN Centre (ICPCYther information: Yasin was sentenced together
YANG Tongyan (aka Yang Tianshui) with Korash HUSEYIN, editor of the Uighur-langual§ashgar Literary

D.o.b.: 12 April 1961 Profession: Dissident writer and member of Journal, who was released February 2008 (See ‘Released’ below).
Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICHR}te of arrest: 23 December

2005Sentence: 12 years in prisoixpires: 22 December 201Details *YUAN Xianchen

of arrest: Reportedly detained without a warrant on 23 December 200B.0.b.: 2 November 1964rofession: Human rights activist and dissi-

in Nanjing. Yang was held incommunicado at Dantu Detention Centre ufent writerDate of arrest: 29 May 2008entence: Four years in prison.
Zhenijiang, Jiangsu Province, without access to his family until his triaDetails of arrest: Arrested by the Public Security Bureau of Jixi City,
Details of trial: Convicted of subversion for posting anti-governmentHeilongjiang Province, reportedly for writing and distributing dissident
articles on the Internet, organizing branches of the (outlawed) Chiraaticles, and giving interviews with overseas med@etails of trial:
Democracy Party and accepting illegal funds from overseas. Sentencgeintenced on 4 March 2009 by the Intermediate People’s Court of Jixi
by the Zhenjiang intermediate court in eastern China’s Jiangsu provin€aty, to four years in prison and five years of deprivation of political
at a three-hour trial on 16 May 2006. Yang Tongyan is known for his critights, for ‘Inciting subversion of State power’ under Article 105(2) of
ical writings published on dissident news websites such as Boxun.cdime Chinese Criminal Code. Reports say that there were four counts
and Epoch TimesHealth concerns: Yang suffers from a number of against him: distribution of the article ‘Save China, Implement
illnesses including intestinal tuberculosis, diabetes, kidney inflammatic@onstitutional Democracy’ to attendants at the National People’s
and high blood pressure. His health is reportedly worsening in prison d@®ngress in Beijing in 2005; giving interviews to tgoch Times and

to lack of medical care, and he has been reportedly hospitalised sirmtber media; drafting over twenty articles against socialism; and
mid-September 2009. His family are appealing for medical pd?tdee  receiving funds from local and overseas organisations. There are allega-
of detention: Nanjing Prison, Ningshuang Road 9, Box 1215-12tions that Yuan was ill-treated while in police custody and that a confes-
Nanjing City, Jiangsu ProvincBrevious palitical imprisonment/prob- sion obtained in this manner was use at the ®late of detention: 1st

lems: He spent a decade in prison from 1990 to 2000 on “counter-rev®etention Centre of Jixi City, Heilongjiang Provincklonorary
lution” charges for his involvement in the 1989 pro-democracy protestsember of: Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).

He was also previously held incommunicado from 24 December 2004 -

25 January 200%ther information: Recipient of Independent Chinese ZHANG Jianhong (aka Li Hong)

PEN Centre’s 2006 Writer in Prison Award, and the 2008 PEN/Barbai.o.b.: 2 June 1958Profession: Prominent writer and member of
Goldsmith Freedom to Write AwardHonorary Member of: PEN  Independent Chinese PENDate of arrest: 6 September 2006.

Canada, Italian PEN. Sentence: 6 years in prisonExpires. 5 September 201Details of
arrest: According to his wife, more than 20 police officers raided his
Nurehamet YASIN home in Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province, Eastern China. His computers

D.o.b.: 6 March 1974Profession: Freelance Uighur writeDate of were seized and his wife interrogated. On 12 October 2006 Zhang was
arrest: 29 November 2004Sentence: 10 years in prisorExpires: 30  formally charged with ‘incitement to subversion of state power’ for his
November 2014Details of arrest: Nurmehamet Yasin was arrested in critical articles published online on overseas websetails of trial:
Kashgar on 29 November 2004 for the publication of his shortgibdy = Sentenced on 19 March 2007 to six years in prison for writing articles
Pigeon (Yawa Kepter), which was first published in the bi-monthly criticising the government. The High People’s Court of Zhejiang
Uighur-language Kashgar Literature Journal, issue No. 5, Novemb@rovince upheld the sentence on 21 May 2M&ce of detention:

2004. Authorities also confiscated Yasin’s personal computer containifgansferred on 20 September 2007 to Qiaosi prison, in the eastern
an estimated 1,600 poems, commentaries, stories, and one unfinisipeavince of ZhejiangHealth concerns: Zhang was diagnosed in May 51
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2007 with a form of muscular dystrophy, but did not receive any treakorean minority. Has published eight collections of poetry and nearly
ment until October 2007, when he was transferred from Qiaosi Prison 200 essays and political articles. Publications to have recently carried his
the Zhejiang Prison General Hospital. His condition is said to have woratticles includeDa Ji Yuan (Epoch Times) and websites such &sxun

ened considerably as a result of prolonged lack of medical care. In mighd Min Zhu Lun Tan (Democracy Forum), all of them based abroad.
March 2009 it was reported that his illness is such that he can no londgefore his arrest, Zheng was also an English professor at the University
write, however, prison authorities have repeatedly denied his requests &rLiaoning. Honorary member of: PEN Canada, PEN Flanders and
medical parolePrevious political imprisonment/ problems: He was  Independent Chinese PEN.

imprisoned from 1989-1991 for his pro-democracy activities. In August .

2005 he founded the literary website  Aiginhai.org/mprisoned: Investigation

(http://www.aiginhai.org/), of which he was editor-in-chief, which wasAblikim ABDIRIYIM: Political activist. Sentenced to nine years in
banned by the authorities in March 20@8ofessional details: Zhang  prison on 17 April 2007, on charges of ‘posting secessionist articles
Jianhong is a leading writer in the region and is known for his dissidepnline’. Abdiriyim is the son of a renowned activist and belongs to the
activities and prolific writings. He is also a regular contributor to théJighur ethnic minority group. He was reportedly charged with trying to
overseas Chinese sit&@oxun (http://www.boxun.com) andhe Epoch post two articles online, that he had downloaded on the Internet.
Times (http://www.dajiyuan.com)Honorary member of: Melbourne  According to the verdict, ‘these articles distorted China’ human rights

PEN. and ethnic policies’. He was arrested in June 2006 and he is being held
incommunicado. Chinese official sources name the articles concerned as
ZHANG Ql ‘Issues to be aware of and prohibited in Jihad’ and ‘Struggle toward inde-

D.o.b.: 30/03/1983Frofession: Internet writer and activistDate of pendence’. Abdiriyim’s family reported that during his trial, he was
arrest: 26 June 2008entence: 4 years in prisoiexpires: 25 June 2012 denied legal representation. International PEN is seeking information
Details of arrest: Arrested on suspicion of ‘inciting subversion of Statethat would clarify his position on the use of violence to achieve change.
power’ whilst travelling in the area affected by the earthquake in SichugAl considers him to be a prisoner of conscience).

province which struck on 12 May 2008. He was formally charged on 20l ehbube ABLESH (f): Uighur journalist and poet. Reportedly arrested
June 2008 on suspicion of ‘illegally obtaining state secrets’, apparently August 2008 after posting two critical articles online. According to
for taking a photograph of an abandoned tank, but this charge was laREN'’s information, journalist and poet Mehbube Ablesh, aged twenty-
dropped and he was tried on the more serious charge of ‘inciting subveine, worked for the Xinjiang People’s Radio Station, a government-run
sion’ for his critical online writings and activisfetailsof trial: Zhang  station based in the provincial capital Urumgi, until she was dismissed
was tried in a one-hour closed trial by the Intermediate People’'s Court wbm her post in early August 2008 and arrested. It is thought that she is
Chongging City on 15 June 2009 and convicted of ‘inciting subversion dfeld for being critical of Chinese government policy and the provincial
state power’ for his online dissident writings. He was sentenced toldadership in Xinjiang Autonomous Region. She is believed to be held in
years in prison on 8 July for eight articles published onltace of Urumgi as of 30 June 2009, and no details of any charges have been
detention: Detention Centre of Qixian County, Chonggifigeatment made public. WiPC seeking confirmation that she remains detained and
in prison: Held incommunicad®ther information: Zhang Qi is the if so, further details of the charges against henorary member of:
Chonggqing co-ordinator of the online political group Pan-Blue Alliancelndependent Chinese PEN.

which reportedly supports the government in Taiwitonorary  *Dilixiati PAERHATI: Editor of the Uighur websitBiyarim.com, has

member of: Independent Chinese PEN Centre. reportedly disappeared since 7 August 2009. Reports say that he was
taken from his home in Urumgiin the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous
ZHENG Yichun Region (XUAR), by unidentified men. His whereabouts remain unknown

D.o.b.: 27 January 1952 ofession: Poet, professor and freelance jour- as of 31 December 2009. Paerhati was arrested on 24 July and interro-
nalist Date of arrest: 3 December 200&entence: 7 years in prison gated for eight days about the 5 July unrest in Urumqi before being
Expires. 19 December 201Details of arrest: Zheng Yichun was released without charge. According to relatives, the website Paerhati
detained on 3 December 2004 and on 20 December 2004 arrested adds is a social networking site, which includes information on local
charge in connection with sixty-three articles he had written for foreigramenities, and has a message board. Some of the organisers of the
based publications and websiteBetails of trial: The Yingkou Urumgi protests reportedly used this message board to publicise their
Intermediate People’s Court, Liaonin Province, northeast Chindemonstration. Paerhati’s relatives said that when he saw these messages
convicted Zheng Yichun, on 21 July 2005 of ‘incitement to subversion dfe deleted them and reported the incident to the police. WiPC seeking
state power’ for his critical writings, many of which were posted on-lindurther details.

on overseas web-sites. He was sentenced on 20 September 2005 EAR Yangiong (f): Human rights defender and internet writer.
years imprisonment and 3 years deprivation of political rights, and hReportedly arrested on 26 June 2009 in Fuzhou City, Fujian Province,
appeal was rejected on 22 December 2604ce of detention: Jinzhou  after posting articles online alleging official misconduct and corruption.
Prison, Jinzhou City, Liaoning Provincélealth concerns: Zheng  Fan’s husband reported that on 31 July 2009 she was charged with ‘false
Yichun is a diabetic. It was reported that on 26 May 2008 Yichuaccusation’. On 11 November 2009 Fan was tried at People’s Court of
suffered cerebral thrombosis, which caused paralysis in part of his fabtawei District, Fuzhou City, Fujian Province. Fan is said to be in very
and difficulty in moving his right arm. Zheng was sent to a hospitgboor health condition, but her request to be released on bail for medical
outside the prison, but was returned after doctors decided that his congéatment has been denied. She is been held at No. 2 Detention Centre o
tion was not serious. Medical facilities in the prison are not able to trekuzhou City. No verdict has yet being announced as of 31 December
his condition and his relatives are therefore said to be requesting [#809. Honorary member of: Independent Chinese PEN.

release on medical parol@rofessional details: A member of the



GAO Zhisheng: Human rights lawyer. Reportedly arrested by security .
forces on 19 January 2009, and held in an undisclosed location sirfdgef detention
then. Gao has been under surveillance since December 2006, whetZkBANG Lin: Dissident writer, pro-democracy advocate and member of
was given a three-year prison sentence, suspended for five years, Ifatependent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC). Arrested on 3 December 2009
‘inciting subversion’ for his critical postings online. In late Novemberand sentenced to ten days’ administrative detention for ‘violating the
2009, Gao's family made a public plea to the Chinese authorities farovisions of supervision and management’ of his non-custodial
information about his whereabouts. They claim to have received rsentence. Zhang Lin had recently served a five-year prison sentence for
information about Gao since his arrest, and to have been refused meetbversion, and was released on 12 August 2009 (see ‘released’ below).
ings with the authorities, leading to fears that he may have died He is now serving four years’ deprivation of political rights. It is believed
custody. WiPC seeking further information. the ten-day sentence was for four telephone interviews he gave to over-
GUAN Jian: Reporter for the weeklydanglou Bao (Network News), seas media appealing for medical parole for other imprisoned writers.
based in Beijing. Reportedly arrested on 1 December 2008 and held
incommunicado since then. It is said that he had been investigating a cAdtacked
of alleged corruption in a land transaction in Taiyuan city, capital of theiu MANYUAN: Journalist for the newspap@&uangzhou Daily, was
Shanxi province. Guan, aged 49, was detained at a hotel by police fraeportedly beaten by municipal security guards in the city of Dongguan,
the bordering province of Hebei. According to Beijing News, a sourcen 31 August 2009. The journalist was to cover a story of a murder, and
from the Public Security Department said that Guan had been chargednt to the crime scene when two guards intercepted him. Manyuan was
with corruption, but no official statement has been given. WiPC seekirpspitalised following the assault. According to a local official, the attack
confirmation that he remains detained and of any charges against himwas a consequence of lack of training of the guards, who after the inci-
*Hailaite NI'YAZI: Freelance journalist and former editor of the websitedent were fired and fined.
Uighur Online (wwwuighurbiz.net) was taken from his home in
Tianshan District, Tacheng Prefecture, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomoufeleased
Region (XUAR), on 1 October 2009. It is believed that his arrest stenis Zhi: Internet writer and financial official in the Dazhou municipal
from critical interviews given to foreign media following the unrestgovernment, Sichuan Province. Arrested on 11 August 2003 for posting
which broke out in Urumgji, the capital of Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomousessays on an overseas website accusing Sichuan officials of corruption
Region, on 5 July 2009. Niyazi's family report that he is accused aind joining the Chinese Democracy Party (CDP) through the Internet.
‘endangering national security’. Niyazi is currently detained in Tiansha®fficially charged with ‘subverting state power’ on 3 September 2003.
Detention Centre, Urumgi, XUAR. Hailaite Niyazi, aged 50, is a formeSentenced to eight years in prison and four-years’ deprivation of political
reporter and columnist fofinjiang Economic Daily andXinjiang Legal rights on 10 December 2003. In November 2008 it was reported that his
News. Until June 2009 he edited and managigtiurbiz.net, the website  sentence had been reduced by one year, and he was released on 10
owned by the academic, writer and member of Uighur PEN Iham TohNovember 2009 after a further reduction of nine months.
(see for more on ‘released’). RAN 56/09 — 19 November 208%r ary TAO Haidong: Internet writer and editor. Arrested on 9 July 2002 and
member of: Independent Chinese PEN. sentenced to seven years in prison for “inciting subversion of state
TAN Zuoren: D.o.b.: 15 May 1954 Literary editor and environmentalist,power” in his critical online articles. Released on 8 July 2009 on comple-
was reportedly detained by police in Chengdu City, province of Sichuatipn of his sentence.
on suspicion of subversion, on 28 March 2009. He is being held at tVAN Zhengxue: Dissident writer and painter and member of
Wenjuang Detention Centre, Chengdu City, Sichuan Province. On thedependent Chinese PEN. Arrested on 18 October 2006 and convicted
day of his arrest, Tan's home was raided by the authorities and his boaKsinciting subversion of state power’ on 13 April 2007 for his critical
and writings were siezed. Tan is believed to be held for his investigatiawritings published on overseas websites. Sentenced to 3 years in prison.
into the deaths of school children when school buildings collapsed aftéan Zhengxue was released on 17 July 2009 due to a reduction of his
the Sichuan earthquake in May 2008. He had reportedly planned sentence as a result of his ill health. Restrictions to his liberty remain as
publish his findings in an independent report on the first anniversary bé has one year of depravation of political rights, and during that time he
the earthquake, 12 May 2009. Tan is chief editor of the cultural magazinsust stay at his home in Taizhou city, Zhejiang province.
Wen Hua Ren and the founder of an environmental organisation ‘Greé&hlham TOHTI: Writer, academic and member of the Uyghur PEN
Rivers’. He has also published many articles and blogs online. Repo@&ntre. Arrested on 6 July 2009 in Beijing after an online report in which
say that he was tried for ‘Suspicion of inciting subversion of State powel'e criticised Nur Bekri, Chairman of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
on 11 August 2009, but that no verdict has been issued yet. Regional People’s Government for his perceived support of Han Chinese
YANG Chunlin: Human rights defender, was reportedly detained in Juljollowing the 5 July 2009 ethnic unrest in Urumgi in which hundreds
2007, and sentenced to five years in prison on 24 March 2008. Repatted. On 22 August 2009 Tohti was released without charge, but remains
say that he had published articles on human rights and lands rights, amdler close restriction.
that in 2007 he helped gather signatures for the petition entitled ‘We wanENG Hongling(f) (pen name: Shanshan): Retired worker at the
human rights, not the Olympics’. He said to have been a supporter 8buthwest China University of Science and Technology in Mianyang,
local farmers in Heilongjiang, whose land was confiscated without fa8ichuan province, and internet writer. Arrested on 9 June 2008 by offi-
compensation. Yang was tried by the Jiamusi City Intermediate Peopl&srs from the Public Security Bureau of Mianyang under suspicion of
Court, in Heilongjiang Province, on charge of ‘inciting subversion ofillegally providing information overseas’. Charges are believed to relate
state power’. He pleaded not guilty. There are reports that he was itb a series of online articles about her personal experience of the 12 May
treated while in police custody. WiPC seeking further details about hiarthquake, entitled “The Accounts of My Personal Experiences of the
writings. Earthquake”. Her status remained unclear until late 2009, when it v&&
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reported that she had been released without charge on 8 September 28@8on and pro-independence slogabstails of trial: In May 1996,
ZHANG Lin: Dissident writer, pro-democracy advocate and member dilagchu Prefecture Intermediate People’s Court sentenced Gyalsten to
Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC). Arrested on 27 January 2G8§hteen years’ imprisonment on charges of carrying out “counter-revo-
for a number of ‘subversive’ articles he had written and subsequentlytionary propaganda”. His brother Nyima Gyaltsen was sentenced to
posted on the Internet between August 2003 and January 2005. Zhahigteen years’ imprisonment for leading the protest. Three other monks
Lin was convicted of ‘incitement to subversion’ by the Anhuico-accused with the Gyaltsen brothers were sentenced to lesser terms
Intermediate People’s Court on 28 July 2005 and sentenced to five yesarging from two-six years for their participation in the protest, and have
in prison and four-year deprivation of political rights. Zhang Lin washow been freed on expiry of their sentenddiace of detention: Tibet

released on 12 August 2009, six months early. Autonomous Region Prison (formerly Drapchi Prison), Lhasa.
Treatment in prison: Said to have been severely tortured whilst under
Case closed interrogationHonorary member: PEN America.

JING Jianfeng: Journalist for théemocracy and Legal Times, based in
Guangdong province. Reportedly arrested and charged in October 2D8lma KYAB
with ‘obstructing official business’, ‘possessing stolen goods’, anérofession: Writer and teacherDate of arrest: 9 March 2005.
‘accepting bribes’ between 24 April and 11 May 2008. It is said that h8entence: Ten and a half years in prisoExpires: 8 October 2015.
amassed over 7 million yuan by illegal means, although some repoidtails of arrest: Dolma Kyab was reportedly arrested in the city of
said the charges could be trumped up and that he may be targeted forlliasa for allegedly endangering state security in his book. The charges
reporting on official corruption. His trial was due to start on 24 Octobesigainst Dolma Kyab appear to be based on his unpublishedSaook
2008 in Linxian Court, Luliang City. In late October 2009, PEN obtainedliong de Ximalayasha (The Restless Himalayas). In another book, Dolma
information that Jing Jianfeng had spent one year in prison, and that Kgab reportedly gives sensitive information on issues such as the loca-
has been released. Case closed. tion and number of Chinese military camps in Tibet. Following his pre-
trial detention at the Tibetan Autonomous Region Public Security Bureau
Detention Centre, also known as the ‘Seitru’, Dolma Kyab reportedly

TIBET AUTONOMOUS REGION contracted tuberculosis and was transferred to Chushul Prison in March

2006 after receiving medical treatment for his conditidetails of trial:

(I-AR) Dolma Kyab was charged with ‘espionage’ and ‘illegal border crossing’.
. . His trial was conducted in secredjlace of Detention: Reportedly
Imprisoned: Main cases transferred to Xi'ning Prison, Qinghai Province, north-western China on
Kunchok Tsephel GOPEY TSANG 19 July 2007Health concerns: Said to be in very poor health and has to

D.o.b.: 1970 Profession: Internet writer and editor of the Tibetan do hard laboutHonorary member of: English, American and German
language websit€homei http://www.tibetcm.conDate of arrest: 26~ PEN.

February 200%entence: Fifteen years in prisoBxpires: 25 February

2024 Details of arrest: Arrested by Chinese security officials at his Paljor NORBU (aka Panjue Ruobu)

home in the town of Nyul-ra, Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefectur®.0.b.: 1927 Profession: Printer. Date of arrest: 31 October 2008
Gansu Province. At the time of his arrest, Gopey Tsang’s house w8entence: 7 years in prisofexpires: 30 October 201Betails of arrest:
searched and his computer confiscatBatails of trial: On 12  Reportedly arrested from his home in Lhasa for allegedly printing
November 2009 he was sentenced for ‘disclosing state secrets’. Hpsohibited material’, including the banned Tibetan flag. His family were
family was not told of his whereabouts until he was summoned to courbt informed of his arresDetails of trial: Reportedly tried in secret in

to hear the verdict. The trial was held at the Intermediate People’s Coldbvember 2008, possibly on charges of ‘inciting separatism’, and
of Kanlho, in a closed hearingrofessional details. Chomei website, sentenced to seven years in prison. His family were informed of the
which promotes Tibetan culture and literature, was created by Gopsegntence in writing but have not been allowed to visit him. His where-
Tsang and Tibetan poet Kyab-chen De-drol in 2005 and since then hesouts are unknow®ther information: According to Human Rights
been closely monitored by the authorities. It is said that the site was shigtch, Norbu, aged 81, comes from a family with a long history of
down several times during 2007 and 2008. Gopey Tsang also workedm@ting and publishing Buddhist texts for monasteries. He is said to be
an environmental officer for the Chinese governmidealth concerns: an internationally renowned master printer. He used both modern and
There are fears for his healfPrevious political imprisonment/prob- traditional woodblock printing techniques in his workshop, which
lems: In 1995 Kunchok Tsephel Gopey Tsang was held for two monthemployed several dozen workers. In addition to religious texts, the shop
by Public Security Bureau officials on unknown charges, and was repostso printed prayer flags, folk reproductions, books, leaflets and tradi-
edly ill-treated in detention. (RAN 16/09 — 17 March 2009; Update #1 tional literature. After his arrest the shop was closed down and books and
23 November 2009). woodblocks confiscated.

Dawa GYALTSEN *Tashi RABTEN (pen-name Te’urang)

D.o.b.: 1969.Profession: Studied banking and accountancy, and workedProfession: Writer and editoDate of arrest: 27 July 200Details of

for a bankDate of arrest: November 199%entence: 18 years impris- arrest: It is thought he may be held for his articles on the suppression of
onment. Expires: November 2013Details of arrest: Arrested for the March 2008 protests in Lhasa and surrounding regions. He has been
writing pro-independence pamphlets which were posted in April 1995 asder surveillance for some time, and there are fears for his safate

part of a widespread protest against the Chinese authorities. Tbedetention: He is being held without charge at a prison in Ruoergai,
pamphlets reportedly contained a brief history of Tibet as an independeSithuan province, western ChiRaofessional details: He is the editor



of a banned literary magazir@8ar Dungri (Eastern Show Mountain) EAST TIMOR

and author of a new collection of political articles entitWdtten in
Blood. Tashi Rabten is also a student at the Northwest Minorities

University in Lanzhou. (RAN 33/09 — 11 August 2009) Case closed
Jose Antonio BELO: Editor-in-chief of theTempo Semanal, faced
Kunga TSEYANG (aka Gangnyi ‘Snow Sun’) charges of criminal defamation under articles 310, 311 and 312 of the

D.o.b.: ¢.1989Profession: Tibetan writer and environmentalifate of Indonesian Penal Code after publishing an article on alleged corruption
arrest: 17 March 2009Sentence: Five years in prisofexpires: 16  and nepotism at the Ministry of Justice on 12 October 2008.0n 13
March 2014Details of the trial: On 17 November 2009 a court in the November 2009 Belo received a letter of notification dated 15 June 2009
Prefecture of Golok, Qinghai Province, sentenced Tseyang on varioasthe General Prosecutor’s decision to close the criminal case against
charges including posting articles onlifeofessional details: Tseyang him because the New Criminal Code decriminalised defamation. On 8
studied at Labdrang Tashi Kyil monastery and the Institute for Higheseptember 2009 the East Timor President awarded Jose Antonio Belo
Buddhist Studies. He has written many articles about Buddhism arashd Tempo Semanal with a medal for their courage in journalism. Case
Tibetan art and culture, including the widely-read, “China must apolcelosed, no longer under threat.

gize to His Holiness the Dalai Lama” Tseyang is also an environmental

activist and a regular contributor to the Yutse Environment Department

as a photographer. Tseyang lives in the Lungkar monastery in GoI(FIJI ISLAN DS

county (eastern Tibet).
v ( ) Sentenced: non-custodial

Imprisoned: Investigation Rex GARDENER and Netani RIKA: Publisher and editor-in-chief of
Drokru TSUILTRIM: Tibetan magazine editor &hawai Tsesok (Soul  theFiji Times, received a suspended sentence on 22 January 2009 over
of the Snow). Reportedly arrested in early April 2009 by the Chinesthe publication of a letter that criticised the validation of the military
authorities from his room in Ngaba Gomang monastery, eastern Tibebup of 2006. Rika was sentenced to three months in prison, suspended
There are reports that he was arrested for his alleged anti-governmént two years; while Gardener was discharged on condition of good
articles in support of ‘separatist forces’ of the Dalai Lama. It is said thdtehaviour for one year. TH&ji Times published admission of content

the authorities have suspended the publication of Tsuiltrim’s magazinadmitting guilt; however, it was fined FJD$100,000 (approx. US$54,000)
There is no information on his whereabouts as of 31 December 2009. by the High Court.

Ludrup PHUNTSOK: Monk at Achog Tsenyi monastery. Reportedly

sentenced on 28 October 2008 to 13 years in prison for helping to edit the

bookMahseng Zhedra. WiPC seeking further information. INDIA

Case closed On trial

Rangjung: Tibetan writer, singer and television presenter, was repott-axman CHOUDHURY: Journalist for the newspap&mbad and
edly arrested at his home in Amdo Golok, eastern Tibet, on 11 Septemiserrespondent for th@riya daily, based in Gajapaty, western state of
2008, apparently for views expressed on his web blogOrissa, was arrested on 20 September 2009. Reports say that he was
http://www.tibetabc.cn/userl/Icjk/index.html Rangjung (who like manycharged with ‘sedition’ for alleged possession of Maoist leaflets.
Tibetans is known by one name only) is known for his outspoken pradowever, it is believed that Choudhury’s arrest might be retribution for
Tibetan views, and has published two books on Tibetan culture amis reports on alleged police corruption. Choudhury’s colleagues said
history, Dhung shen kharpo (Pure Loyalty) and Himalaya Reboed that various journalists receive Maoist leaflets by mail on a regular basis,
(Himalaya Call for Hope). It was recently reported that Rangjun wasand therefore this cannot be seen as having links to this movement. On 3
released on 9 November 2008. (RAN 53/08 — 15 October 2008) December 2009 Choudhury was released on bail. The trial continues.
Ven.Richen SANGPO: Tibetan monk and writer. Reportedly subject*a. S. MANY : Editor of the Tamil weekljNaveena Netrikkan, is on trial
harassment and ill treatment by the authorities since August 2006, whem charges of criminal defamation, filed by a businessman in October
he was released from one month’s detention without charge. He was fi2§109. Many was detained on 25 October 2009 without an arrest order
arrested on or around 19 July 2006 and held without charge for a monéimd held at Chennai prison before being released on 27 November 2009.
apparently for his critical writings. Although no charges have beeihe charges allegedly respond to a piece published in the weekly, two
brought against Ven.Rinchen Sangpo, it is thought he is targeted for kiays before Many’s arrest, alleging corrupt that the businessman was
critical writings, most recently two unpublished works entiffed Sory involved with political corruption.
of Blood andThe Story of Lhasa. He has since been subject to movemefiMurzban SHROFF: Mumbai-based writer. Facing charges for his debut
restrictions and repeated harassment by the authorities. He was repbdek Breathless in Bombay, which is a collection of short stories
edly arrested again on 4 April 2007 in Amdo Golak while on his way to published in February 2008 by St. Martin’s Press U.S. and Picador India.
religious festival, and held for five days in various police stations anDetails of charges. According to PEN’s information, Shroff was
beaten by officers. He also claims to have been tortured whilst in policharged in February 2009 under Section 153 (b) of the Indian Penal Code
custody. He has since been living in hiding in rural Tibet. No furthefor allegedly making statements prejudicial to national integration in the
information as of 31 December 2009, case closed. book Breathless in Bombay. The charge carries a maximum penalty of
three years in prison. The complaint was brought by an activist who
objected to certain dialogues including the word ‘ghati’ (a derogatory
term for a person of maharashtrian descent) in ‘This House of Mine’, o5&
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of fourteen stories in the collection. The term is used by one of the chaeports, on 3 February 2009 the Karnata High Court declared that B. V.
acters in the story, which the complainant alleges “lowers the reputati@eetaram’s arrest was illegal and imposed costs of Rs 10,000 on the
and image of Maharashtrians.” Shroff maintains that the book explor&tate. The decision was a result of the Habeas Corpus petition filed by
the issues of class divide and class biases, and that the views of 8eetaram’s wife, and the editor was released immediately. Case closed,
fictional character who uses the word are not representative of thosenaflonger under threat.

the author. The complaint was brought a year after the book was

published, and there has been no evidence of unrest although Shroff and

his family was provided with police protection in April 09, following INDONES'A

fears that publicity surrounding the case could lead to a politically-moti-

vated attack. On 23 September 2009 the police submitted a report to §ntenced

Metropolitan Court stating that their investigation of the case found thi#thoe Seng SENG and Kwee Meng LUAN (f): Kiosk owners, were

the story had a unifying and not a divisive message, and recommendigigen a suspended sentence by the East Jakarta District Court on 15 July
that the charges be dropped. The court hearing scheduled for 2 Decen®@09, for their letters of complaint published in tempas daily’s

to hear this case was postponed because the complainant and his lavigters-to-the-editor section. Both kiosk owners received a six-month
were absent, and is now scheduled for 30 January 284f®nd suspended sentence for defaming the developer of the shopping centre
complaint: lodged against Shroff in Kodaikanal, South India, on 2lwhere their kiosks are based. The kiosks had been purchased over twelve
November 2009 under articles 292 and 293 of the Indian Penal Code f@ars ago, in the understanding that they were part of the shopping
another story, ‘Traffic’, in the same book, which the complainant allegecentre, however, recently Seng and Luan discovered that their kiosks had
to be ‘obscene.’ Again, statements have been taken out of context avekn built in land that belongs to the local administration.

selectively presented to depict the work as obscene. The next hearing of

this case is 30 December 200®@ther information: The book has been

favorably reviewed by forums such Bablishers\Weekly, Kirkus Review, 9M

Booklist, and the BBC Asian Network. It was shortlisted for the 200 ALAYSIA

Commonwealth Writers' Prize in the best first book category fronfase closed

Europe and South Asia. Raja Petra KAMARUDIN: Internet writer and editor of the website
. . Malaysia-today. Reportedly arrested and charged with sedition on 6 May
Brief detention 2008 for an article he published on 25 April 2008 entitled “Let’s send the

*B. LENIN: News editor of the Tamil newspagemamala, was report-  Altantuya murderers to hell”, available on http://www.malaysia-
edly arrested at the newspaper’s headquarters in Chennai, in Tamil Nadday.net/2008/index2.php?option=com_content&do_pdf=1&id=6604.
Province, on 7 October 2009. Lenin’s arrest stemmed from a report The article allegedly contained seditious wording including allegations
which an actress referred to allegations of prostitution in the filnthat the Prime Minister might be covering evidence of a murder that
industry. The editor was sentenced in a summary trial to fifteen days @ecurred in 2006. He pleaded not guilty to the charges, and was sent to
judicial custody. On 9 October 2009 Lenin was granted conditional bailprison then released on bail on 9 May 2008. The trial started on 6

October 2008. On 11 November 2009 it was reported that a court in
Case closed Malaysia had temporarily dropped the trial of Raja Petra Kamarudin
Lenin KUMAR ROY: Writer and editor of the quarterly magazine because his whereabouts are unknown. It is believed that earlier in the
Nishan. Reportedly arrested on 8 December 2008 for his book allegediyear he had gone into hiding outside Malaysia. Case closed.
condemning Hindu extremists for supporting a campaign causing inter-
communal violence. Kumar Roy was reportedly been charged under
Articles 153-A and 295-A of the Indian Penal Code for publishing‘VlALDlVES
‘provocative literature likely to disturb peace and communal harmony’,
On 17 December 2008 Kumar Roy and his assistants were released@@$e closed
bail. Case closed for lack of further information. Hammed Abdul KAREEM: Former editor ofManas magazine, was
Ravindra KUMAR and Anand SINHA: Editor and publisher respec- reportedly charged with criminal defamation by the general prosecutor
tively of the Indian newspap@&he Statesman. Reportedly charged with and proceedings started in early June 20009. It is believed that the case is
‘offending religious feelings’ under Section 295 A of the Indian Penalinked to an article Kareem wrote fbtanasin 2007, in which he made
Code on 11 February 2009. It was reported that the charges were linkexmments about the former head of the judiciary and his loyalty to the
to the publication of an article entitled “Why should | respect theséormer president. On 23 November 2009 the Maldives passed legislation
oppressive religions?” written by British journalist and writer Johanrabolishing five articles of the Criminal Code that provided for criminal
Hari, which provoked public demonstrations, mainly by some Muslindefamation. Charges presumed to have been dropped, case closed.
groups. Kumar and Sinha appeared in a Court in Calcutta and were
granted bail. Kumar has reportedly made a public apology for publishin
the piece. Case closed for lack of further information. M
B. V. SEETARAM: Editor-in-chief ofChitra Publications, reportedly YAN MAR (BURMA)
arrested in early January 2009 on defamation charges filed against Hiforisoned: Main cases
two years earlier. Chitra’s principal publication is said to be the eveningUNG SAN Suu Kyi (f)
newspapeiKaravali Ale, which allegedly has been facing difficulties Profession: Leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and
with its distribution due to political intervention. According to presswriter. Date of arrest: 30 May 2003Details of arrest: Taken into



‘protective custody’ following violent clashes between opposition andKo AUNG Tun
pro-government supporters on 30 May 2003. The military governmeim.o.b.: 1967.Profession: Student activist and writeDate of arrest:
reported that four people were killed in the clashes, though eyewitnesdesbruary 199&entence: 13 years in prisonExpires. February 2011
estimate the numbers killed to be over sixty. Many were also injuredetails of arrest: At a 1 March 1998 press conference the SPDC
including Aung San Suu Kyi. Held under successive house arrest ordetaimed Ko Aung Tun had been arrested for ‘collaborating with terrorist
in ‘protective custody’ at her home in Yangon until 14 May 2009, whemgroups’. Opposition sources, however, state the real reason for his arrest
she was taken to the notorious Insein Prison in Yangon. Suu Kyi and tws being a book he had written on the history of the student movement in
members of her house staff are detained under Section 22 of the Stsiganmar.Details of trial: According to an official statement, Ko Aung
Protection Law for “subversion”, following an incident in which a USTun was sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment under the 1962 Printers and
citizen reportedly swam across the lake to her home and in doing Bablishers Registration Act, 7 years under the Unlawful Association Act,
violated the ban on her meeting with anyone without prior permissiorand 7 years under the Emergency Provisions Act. Sentence thought to be
Details of thetrial: Her trial began on 18 May 2009, and on 11 Augusttombined as 13 yearBlace of detention: Insein PrisonTreatment in
2009 she was handed down a three-year prison sentence by a crimjp@bon: Reportedly held incommunicado in solitary confinement and has
court inside Insein prison. The verdict was reduced to eighteen monthsraportedly been ill-treated, including threats and severe bedtiegkh
be served under house arrest, and so she was returned to her home soncerns: Said to be in very poor health as a result of ill treatment in
after the trial endedppeal: On 2 October 2009 the Rangoon Divisional prison. Ko Aung Tun is reportedly vomiting blood as a result of his beat-
Court rejected Suu Kyi's appeal against her house arrest. Her defense filegls, and is also said to be suffering from severe asthma and tuberculosis.
another appeal to the High Court, which is said will take a decision on There is serious concern for his saféyevious political imprison-
January 2010Place of detention: Aung San Suu Kyi is currently being ment/problems: Ko Aung Tun was active in the student-led 1988 pro-
held under house arrest at her home on Inya LRkeious political democracy movement, and was reportedly previously imprisoned from
imprisonment/problems: Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was held under de 1990-94.Other information: Aung Tun is a recipient of the 1999
facto house arrest for six years from July 1989-July 1995, and again frofellman/Hammett Award.Honorary members of: Norwegian,
September 2000 until May 2002, when she was released as part of UBanberra and Canadian PEN Centres.
brokered confidential talks between the State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC) and the NLD which began in October 2000U AYE Kyu (aka ‘Monywa’ Aung Shin)
Professional details: Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was awarded the NobelProfession: Former newspaper editor and poet. Senior official of the
Peace Prize in October 1991. She is the author of many books, includiNgtional League for Democracy (NLDRate of arrest: September
Freedom From Fear (1991), Letters from Burma (1997), The Voice of 2000.Sentence: 21 years in prisoreExpires: September 202Details of
Hope (1997).Honorary member of: Canadian and English PEN. arrest: Among five senior NLD officials to be arrested in September
2000. They were detained for writing a statement that was to be sent to
AUNG Than, Zeya AUNG, MAUNG Maung Oo and SEIN Hlaing the authorities protesting the September 2000 house arrest of Aung San
Profession: Student activist and NLD member, student, publisher an@uu Kyi (see above) and calling for the release of other NLD members
distributor respectivelyDate of arrest: 29 March 2006Sentence: 19  and the re-opening of NLD party offices. All five men were detained two
years in prison (Aung Than and Zeya Aung), 14 years in prison (Maurttpys after the statement was broadcast on a US-based radio station.
Maung Oo) and seven years in prison (Sein HliaBgpires: 28 March  Details of trial: Sentenced on 14 September 2000 to 14 years under the
2025 (Aung Than and Zeya Aung), 28 March 2020 (Maung Maung Og@ress law and 7 years under security legislatitdace of detention:
and 28 March 2013 (Sein Hlian@)etails of arrest: Reportedly arrested Insein PrisonHealth concerns: U Aye Kyu is said to suffer acute
with 6 others near the Thai-Burmese border town of Myawaddy foasthmaProfessional details: Aye Kyu started to publish poetry in 1962
publishing an ‘anti-government’ book of poems entiteavn Mann  and was banned from publication in 1988. Also former editor of a banned
(The Fighting Spirit of the Peacock). The peacock is the symbol of the literary journal.Previous political imprisonment/problems. Aye Kyu
pro-democracy movement in Myanmar. Six others also detained imas previously detained from 1967-1970, and served four months in
connection with the publishing of the book were freed after a brief detett990 for his opposition activities.
tion. Also charged with associating with outlawed organisations and ille-
gally crossing an international boundddgtailsof trial: Convicted by a MAUNG Thura (aka’Zargana’)
criminal court in Pegu, north of Rangoon, on 9 June 2006 under ti®o.b.: 27 January 196Rrofession: Leading comedian, poet and oppo-
Printers and Publishers Registration Act. The appeals filed by Aung Thaition activist.Date of arrest: 4 June 2008Sentence: 59 years in prison,
and Zeya Aung against their 19 year prison sentences were rejectedrégiuced to 35 yearExpires: 3 June 204B®etails of arrest: Arrested for
the Rangoon high court the same day it was presented, in late Novemlgeding a private relief effort to deliver aid to victims of Cyclone Nargis
2006.Place of detention: All transferred to Insein jail, Rangoon except which struck on 2 May 2008. The Asian Human Rights Commission
Sein Hliang, who is still held in Pegu jaiHealth concerns: In reported that Zargana had given interviews to overseas radio stations and
November 2008 it was reported that detained pagtg Than may be  other media about his work and the needs of the people, and that he had
suffering from HIV Aids after being allegedly forcibly injected in Inseinridiculed state media reports about the effect of the cycDatils of
prison hospital in 2006. Several months later, he reportedly becametitial: On 14 August 2008 Zargana and journalist Zaw Thet Htwe (see
with symptoms typical of HIV AIDS, although this cannot be confirmedbelow) appeared at a hearing held at the Rangoon West District Court
as his request to be tested for the disease has been refused. He strowghin the Insein prison precincts, where both were charged. Zargana was
asserts that he was not suffering from the disease prior to his imprisafarged with seven offences, including under sections 505(b) and 295 of
ment. Sources close to the poet say that he is now in a critical conditidghe Criminal Code, section 17(2) of the Unlawful Associations Act,
Honorary member of: American PEN. sections 32(b)/36 of the Video Act and sections 33(a)/38 of the Electrobit
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Act. On 21 November 2008 Zargana was handed down a forty-five yeemded message. Dissident writers in Burma have used similar techniques
prison sentence for violating the Electronics Act. Days later, on 2Before to get their messages past government cemssigsls of trial:
November, he was given a further fourteen-year prison sentence f6harged under section 505(b) of the Criminal Code, which refers to
offences under four sections on the criminal code 17/2, 32(b), 295(a), fantent to cause harm to any section of the public to commit an offence
his peaceful opposition activities. Zargana was to serve a total of 59-yesgainst the State..”. He appeared in court three times, without legal
prison term, but on 13 February 2009 the Rangoon Division Courepresentation. On 10 November 2008 it was reported that Saw Wei had
reduced this term by 24 years to 35 years. His family will appeal againseéen sentenced to two years imprisonme®liace of detention:

the conviction.Place of detention: Zargana was initially detained in Transferred to Mandalay prison after the trilofessional details: Saw
Insein Prison, but on 4 December 2008 he was transferred to the rem®@fei is well known for his romantic poems and is also a performance
Myitkyina prison, in the northern state of KachRr.evious political artist. Until the time of his recent arrest, he headed the ‘White Rainbow’
imprisonment/problems: Zargana is Burma'’s leading comedian, popularpoetry recital group, a group of artists and writers working to raise
for his political satires. He spent several years in prison in the early 1990®ney for AIDS orphans. In 1988, he was dismissed from his job at the
for his opposition activities. During that time he was taken up as a magovernment communication office for taking part in the 1988 Uprising.
case by the Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN. Zargan€RAN 04/08 - 30 January 2008; Update #1 — 11 November 2008).
whose pseudonym means ‘tweezers’ and refers to his years spent trairthgnorary member of: American PEN.

as a dentist, was first arrested in October 1988 after making fun of the

government, but freed six months later. However, on 19 May 1990, WWIN Maw

impersonated General Saw Maung, former head of the military gover®-.o.b.: 1962Profession: MusicianDate of arrest: 27 November 2007
ment, to a crowd of thousands at the Yankin Teacher’s Training Colle@entence: 6 years in prisorExpires. 26 November 201®etails of
Stadium in Rangoon. He was arrested shortly afterwards, and senteneetdest: According to PEN’s information, Win Maw was arrested on 27

to five years in prison. He was held in solitary confinement in a tiny cell iNovember 2007 in a Rangoon teashop and charged under article 5 (j) of
Rangoon’s Insein Prison, where he began writing poetry. One of hike penal code with ‘threatening national security’ after sending news
prison poems was published in the International PEN anthology Thigports and video footage to the Norway-based Democratic Voice of
Prison Where | Live. After his release from prison in March 1994Burma radio station during the protests in August and September 2007.
Zargana was banned from performing in public, but continued to mak®etails of trial: On 11 November 2008 it was reported that Win Maw
tapes and videos which were strictly censored by the authorities. In Mawd been sentenced to six years imprisonment for ‘sending false news
1996, after speaking out against censorship to a foreign journalist, he watsroad’. Tried at a special court held inside Insein flihce of deten-
banned from performing his work altogether, and stripped of his freedotion: Following the trial he was transferred to Mandalay pristealth

to write and publish. On 25 September 2007 he was arrested for lusncerns: It was reported on 7 May 2008 that Win Maw had been trans-
support to the monks demonstrating in the capital, Rangoon. He wéered to the prison hospital after a series of interrogation sessions carried
released on 18 October 20@¥ealth concerns: In late April 2009 it was out by officials of the Military Security Affairs. He is said to have
reported that Zargana had collapsed at Myitkyina prison. He is said to beffered suspected collapsed lungs as a result of ‘water torture’, and to
suffering from heart problems, jaundice and a stomach ulcer which preave now contracted pneumonia. His family have been denied access to
date his current imprisonment. Zargana was taken to Myitkyina Hospitaim for over three weeks, and there are grave concerns for his welfare.
where he underwent some tests, although the specialist medical carePhefessional details: Win Maw is lead guitarist in the music group Shwe
requires is reportedly not available at this hospital. However he has sin€hansin, which was one of the top bands in Burma in the 1990’s. He was
been receiving some medication and in early May 2009 was returnedgeeviously imprisoned from 1997-2003 for writing songs in support of
prison. Treatment in prison: Zargana has been denied full family Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the opposition National League for
visiting rights.Other information: On 22 October 2008 PEN Canada Democracy (NLD). (RAN 26/08 — 15 May 2008).

presented the ‘2008 One Humanity Award’ to Zargana in absentia. He

was also awarded the ‘Imprisoned Artist Prize’, as part of Artventure'@aw Thet HTWE

Freedom to Create Prize, on 26 November 2008. Recipient of the 20B8ofession: JournalistDate of arrest: 13 June 2008entence: 19 years.
PEN/Pinter Prize by English PENHonorary member of: English,  Expires: 12 June 202Details of arrest: Arrested whilst visiting his sick
German, Canadian, Swiss-Italian, Sydney, American and Danighother in the town of Minbu, central Burma, and transferred to an interro-
PEN.(RAN 31/08 — 9 June 2008; Update #1 — 20 August 2008; Update #ation centre in Yangon. His computer, mobile phone, and personal docu-
— 21 November 2008; Update #3 — 28 November 2008; Update #4 — tri&nts were also confiscated. No details were given to his family about the

February 2009; Update #5 — 28 April 2009) reason for his arrest or his place of detention. Zaw Thet Htwe had been
working with comedian Zargana (see above) and other leading Burmese
Saw WEI figures to deliver aid and support to the victims of Cyclone Nargis which

Profession: Poet.Date of arrest: 22 January 200&entence: Twoyears  struck on 2 May 2008Details of trial: On 14 August 2008 journalist

in prison. Expires: 21 January 201@etails of arrest: Arrested for Zaw Thet Htwe and comedian Zargana appeared at a hearing held at the
publishing a love poem which cryptically criticized General Than ShweRangoon West District Court within the Insein prison precincts, where
the head of Burma’s ruling military junta. The poem, entitled ‘Februarpoth were charged. Zaw Thet Htwe was charged with two offences, under
the Fourteenth’ was published in that week’s issue of the Rangoon-basettion 505(b) of the Criminal Code, sections 33(a)/38 of the Video Act
weekly magazineLove Journal, and is an eight-line verse about and section 17(2) of the Unlawful Associations Act. Days later, on 27
Valentine’'s Day. However, when the first letters of each line of the poelovember, Zaw Thet Htwe was given a further four-year prison sentence,
are put together, they read “General Than Shwe is crazy with power” making a total of nineteen-year prison tefnofessional details: Zaw
Burmese. The weekly magazine quickly sold out as word spread of ti@et Htwe formerly worked as editor of First Eleven Sports Journal, a



popular sports journal in Myanma®revious political imprisonment/  was taken from his home in the city of Thaketa by a special unit of the
problems. He was previously arrested in July 2003 on charges of treasq@olice, and his computer and other belongings were seized from the
following the publication of critical articles in the magazine. He wasgublication’s headquarters. He was released by the police on 1 November
sentenced to death on 28 November 2003 by a military court in Inse2®09.

Jail, but on 12 May 2004 the Supreme Court reduced his sentence to thPae Soe OO (aka: Jay Pai) and Than Zin SOE: Freelance reporter and
years in prison and he was released in 2005. He also spent several yeaeslitor/translator of the Foreign Affairs Journal respectively, were report-
detention in the 1990’s for his work with the banned political organisatioadly arrested in Dagon Seikkan, Rangoon Division, on 28 October 2009.
‘Democratic Party for a New Society’ which is now operating in exile.Oo and Soe are also volunteers for a group that supports victims of the
(RAN 34/08 — 25 June 2008; Update #1 — 20 August 2008; Update #2Gyclone Nargis. They were released on 1 November 2009, together with

25 November 2008 onorary member of: American PEN. other fifteen volunteers of this group. Reports say that both journalists
. . L were questioned about the source of the funds for their relief work.
Imprisoned: investigation *U WIN Tin: Senior leader of the opposition National League for
*MIN Ko Naing (aka Paw Oo Htun) Democracy (NLD) and veteran journalist. Reportedly briefly detained for

D.o.b.: 17 October 196®rofession: Poet and leading political activist. several hours on 12 September 2009. Said to have been questioned about

Date of arrest: 21 August 2007Sentence: Sixty-five years in prison a critical article he had published on 9 September 2009h

Expires: 20 August 205®etails of arrest: Arrested at midnight on 21 Washington Post about the ruling junta’s planned elections in 2010 enti-

August 2007 with thirteen other leading political activists for organisingled ‘An election Burma’s people don’t need’, calling for the release of

peaceful protests against food prices in mid-August 2007. These protelsiisD leader Aung San Suu Kyi (see ‘main case’ above) and urging

led to widespread peaceful anti-government protests led by Buddhidialogue between the ruling military regime and the opposition party.

monks which began on 18 September 2007 known as the ‘Saffréin Tin previously spent nineteen years in prison for his pro-democracy

Revolution’, and were violently suppressed by the military authorities oactivities, during which time he was a PEN main case. He was released in

26 September 200Details of trial: Sentenced with twenty others on 11 November 2008.

November 2008 to sixty-five years in prison for his role in organizing the

August 2007 demonstrationBlace of detention: Kengtung prison,

Shan StateTreatment in prison: Held in solitary confinementiealth N EPAL

concerns: Said to be in poor health as a result of torture and ill-treatment ™ o

suffered during his previous imprisonmeRtevious political impris-  /mprisoned - Investigation

onment/problems: Previously arrested in March 1989 and sentenced*t8imal BISTA: Correspondent for the newspajapal Samachar, and

twenty years in prison under section 5 (j) of the 1950 Emergenayjember of the Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ), was reportedly

Provisions Act on charges of allegedly instigating ‘disturbances to th#etained by the police, on 23 August 2009. Reports say that the journalist

detriment of law and order, peace and tranquility’. Charged for his role was gathering information on clashes between residents in Doti and the

organizing the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU), aolice, when he was arrested and badly beaten by police officers. WiPC

nationwide student union which opposed military rule and led to theeeking an update.

1988 uprising. Released under amnesty on 19 November 2004 after

fifteen years in prison. Re-arrested in late September 2006 with foldeath threat

other student leaders for activities allegedly threatening ‘interrfdlabadev DHUNGANA and Kumar OJHA: Former district president

commotion, instability and terrorism’ and held until 11 January 2000f the Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ) in Panchthar and member

when he was released without chai@éher information: As a student of FNJ respectively, have been reportedly receiving death threats since

at the Rangoon Arts and Science University he began writing poetry ardrly June 2009. The threats are said to be linked to the articles published

was a member of a performance troupe called ‘Goat-Mouth and Spiiit the daily newspapédfantipur. Dhungana and Ojha reported filing a

Eye’ which performed satirical plays and comic political sketches. Thisomplaint with the local police in Panchthar, but they did not receive the

case was not initially taken up by PEN as he was not known to bepaotection they anticipated. As a consequence, on 4 July both journalists

writer, PEN seeking further information about his poetry. left Panchthar, and went to the Ilam district.

Zaw TUN: Former chief reporter of the journdlhe News Watch.

Reportedly sentenced to two years in prison by the Bahan TownsHffitacked

Court on 19 June 2009. Reports say that the charges were for obstruéfiiga BI STA (f): Journalist for the dailiRajdhani, based in Kathmandu

a public servant in the discharging of his duty. The case dates frowas reportedly attacked nearby her home in Garayala, Rukum District,

September 2008, when Tun was found by a security officer near Aurogn 8 December 2009. She was found by the police while still uncon-

San Suu Kyi's compound (see ‘main case’ above), and after being quesious, and was airlifted to hospital. Prior to the attack, Bista had been

tioned he was arrested. According to the security officer, Tun haporting on issues of violence against women. She had received threats

responded impolitely to the police questions on the reasons for being her mobile phone, allegedly linked to a piece she wrote criticising the

near Aung San Suu Kyi's house. Subsequently, Tun was released on bislioist Party. The authorities were informed of the threats, and are

until he learned of the sentence in the court hearing. Unclear whetharrrently investigating the attack.

detained, no further information as of 31 December 2009.

Threatened

Brief detention *Shiva OLI: journalist for the newspapéoteli Awaj, was reportedly
*Khant Min HTET: Poet and graphic designer for thlelinkar Wutyee  threatened on 25 July 2009, and went into hiding for three days. Reports

Journal, was reportedly arrested by the police on 22 October 2009. Htsay that after publishing a story regarding financial irregularities in5®
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drinking water project, published on 16 July, the journalist was visited a@tjured. However, the next day Shafi reports receiving a threatening
his home by three individuals who allegedly intimidated him and urgeghone call warning him to be careful about his writings. The police are
him to withdraw the story. On 28 July 2009, Oli contacted the police. investigating the attack.

On trial

PAKI STAN Rehmat Shah AFRIDI

. . Profession: Editor-in-chief of the Peshawar-based English language
Imprisoned: Investigation daily The Frontier Post and its Urdu sister-pap#ftaidan. Date of arrest:
Abdur Rahim MUSLIM DOST: Afghan national, poet and magazine 2 April 1999Sentence: Death, commuted to life imprisonmeetails
editor. Dost spent almost three years in US detention at Guantanamo Bfyarrest: Reportedly arrested on drugs charges, after Anti-Narcotics
after being arrested with his younger brother in November 2001 by tti@rce (ANF) officers allegedly found 21 kilograms of hashish in his car.
Peshawar authorities then handed over to the US in February 2002. He denies the charges and his colleagues believe his arrest to be politi-
was eventually released without charge on 20 April 2005 and returneddelly motivated. Shortly before his arrest, Afridi had reportedly
Pakistan. On 29 September 2006 he was again arrested in Peshawapbllished two articles accusing officers of involvement in drug smug-
officers of the police Crime Investigation Department and an intelligenagling. Afridi claims he is the victim of an ANF set-Upetails of trial:
agency. Dost filed a habeas corpus petition on 5 October 2006 in tB& 27 June 2001 Special Judge Syed Kazim Shamsi of the Anti
Peshawar High Court and the court subsequently requested informatidarcotics Court ruled in favour of a death sentence and a 1,000,000 Rs
on his whereabouts from the federal and provincial authorities. He héise against him. The prosecution reportedly failed to produce any
reportedly still not been charged with a criminal offence and has not beeampelling evidence against him. On 3 June 2004 the death sentence was
brought before a magistrate. It is thought his arrest may be linked tocammuted on appeal by the Lahore High Court and Afridi was instead
book he had written about his experiences as a detainee in Guantanaaotenced to life imprisonment. His sentence was upheld by the Supreme
Bay. Reported to remain detained in Peshawar Central Jail, WiPCourt on 6 April 2006. On 24 May 2008 Afridi was freed on parole by
seeking an update. order of the Punjab’s Interior Ministry for good conduct in prisdther
*Rab Nawaz JOYA: Journalist for the Urdu-language newspafidibar information: Father of Mahmood Afridi, managing editor dhe
Al-Mahrig, reportedly arrested and taken to a police station in OkarBrontier Post charged in January 2001 with blasphemy.
district, in Punjab, on 10 November 2009. The journalist was charged with
theft and fraud; however, it is believed that his arrest is linked to his work
helping international media to gather information on the nationality of on
of those who carried out bomb attacks in Mumbai in November 2008. HILIPPINES
TV journalist has been arrested and is being held under the same charg@§. trial
*Rehmatullah SHAHEEN: Correspondent for the Baloch nationalist Joaquin BRIONES: Editor of the weekly newspapbftasbate Tribune,
daily Tawar and secretary of the Shaheed Khalil Samalaini Press Clubased in Masbate province, has reportedly been on trial for libel since
reportedly went missing on 8 December 2009. Shaheen was travelliegrly August 2009. Briones had previously served five years in prison on
from his office to Mach Grid station, where he was also employed. Theedefamation charge, and was released on parole in 2005. Reports say
authorities initially denied knowledge of his arrest, but after protests there are five new libel suits against him, two of them filed by the vice-
his family and fellow journalists, on 14 December the police admittedovernor of the local community, and the other three filed by the Electric
that Shaheen was under their custody. They claim that Shaheen is be@apperative. The journalist believes that the trials are linked to his crit-
held under the Explosives Act because a grenade was found at his horneal pieces regarding a coal-fired power plant. In all the trials, the legal
advisor of the plaintiffs is the same person. Briones has demanded for the
Attacked law suits to be declared inadmissible, otherwise he could be sent back to
*Muhammad Hussain KHAN: Correspondent for the English-language prison for violating his parole.
daily Dawn, was reportedly attacked by two members of the Sindhsagani YAMBOT, Letty JIMENEZ-MAGSANOC (f), Christine
National Front (SNF) in Hyderabad, on 31 December 2009. Reports s&y/ ENDANO (f), Doris DUMLAO (f) and Dxim LUCAS: Publisher,
that that the attack against Khan was linked to his handling of a statemeulitor-in-chief and reporters respectively for the Manila-b&bedppine
made by the SNF chief in a recent press conference regarding the Natiobally Inquirer. Reportedly charged with criminal libel on 17 September
Finance Commission Award. The police are investigating the attack. =~ 2009 in a case brought by deposed president Jospeh ‘Erap’ Estrada over
*Peshawar Press Club: On 22 December 2009 a suicide bomber blewan article published in the newspaper on 16 September 2009 alleging his
himself up at the entrance of the Peshawar Press Club. Reports say tiwarcion of a businessman in 1998. WiPC seeking an update.
the bomber had intended to enter the building but was stopped by a
police officer at the gate. Four people are said to have died, including Affacked
accountant and a police officer, and many were injured. Peshaw&teve BARRIERO: Columnist for the community weeklyocos Times,
located close to the border with Afghanistan, has suffered several attackas reportedly attacked on 31 July 2009, when arriving at his home
in recent months since Pakistan started to collaborate with the coalitibased in Laoaq city, 402 kilometres approx from Manila. Barriero
forces in combating the Taliban. reported that he was about to enter his home when a grenade exploded ir
*Kamran SHAFI: Columnist for the English-language newspé&pawn. an earthen jar. He was unhurt. The columnist believes that the attacked
His home in Rawalpindi was reportedly attacked on the evening of 2¥as linked to his article ‘The fugitive?’, published in the 25-31 May
November 2009. Reports say that unidentified gunmen fired at Shaf2§09 issue of the weekly, in which he made public allegations against the
house with a high power firearm. The columnist and his family were n@ingras town mayor.



while in police custody and allegedly forced under torture was used as
Death threat evidence to convict him. Place of detention: Magazine prison in
*Stella ESTREMERA (f) and Virginia AGTAY (f): Editor-in-chief of ~ ColomboTreatment in prison: Since J. S. Tissainayagam’s arrest there
the Sun Star Davao, and news editor of the same newspaper, reportedliyave been serious concerns about his treatment in prison, including alle-
received death threats on 20 August 2009. The messages were sergations of torture, denial of medical treatment and restrictions of family
Agtay’s mobile phone warning the journalists to stop publishing provisits. Health concerns: His health is said to have deteriorated and he
government articles or they would both be shot. The authorities are invégs reportedly contracted tuberculosis and acute infected scabies while in
tigating the threats. detention.Awards: In 2009 J. S. Tissainayagam was awarded the
International Press Freedom Award by the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ). Also in 2009 the Global Media Forum and the US
SOUTH KOREA branch of Reporters Without Borders awarded Tissainayagam the Peter
Mackler Mackler Award for Courageous and Ethical Journalism. RAN
Case closed 45/08 — 10 September 2008; Update #1 — 12 March 2009; Update #2 — 3
SONG Du-Yol: Scholar. Professor of Philosophy at MuensterSeptember 2009; Update #3 — 17 November 2009)[Released in January
University, Germany. Has published several academic books. Arrest2@10].
on 22 October 2003 on arrival at Seoul airport after returning to the .
Republic of Korea after 37 years living in exile in Germany. Charged olinprisoned - Investigation
19 November 2003 under Articles 3,5, and 8 of the National Securitthalike WIMALASENA and Daya NETHTHASINGHE: Member of
Law for membership of the North Korean Workers Party. Reportedithe Lanka Irida editorial board, and journalist for the same newspaper,
sentenced on 30 April 2004 to 7 years in prison under the Nationalere reportedly arrested in the Deniyaya region on 2 September 2009.
Security Law by Seoul District Court. His academic articles and booKEhe journalists and a press photographer, went to Deniyaya to gather
allegedly ‘praising North Korea’ were reportedly raised in court by thénformation for a story on the elections for the Southern Provincial
prosecution as evidence against him. PEN recently learned that on @auncil. They were reportedly taken under the custody of the Terrorist
July 2004 Song Du-Yol was released from prison on appeal. He left thevestigation Division (TID) under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
country soon afterwards, and went back to Germany. Case closed.  (PTA). The official news agency reportedly said that they had been
arrested because they entered private property of close relatives of the Sri
Lankan president. WiPC seeking an update.

SR I LAN KA Brief detention

Imprisoned: main case *Chandana SIRIMALWATTA: Editor of the newspapdranka Irida,
Jayaprakash Sittampalam (J. S.) TISSAINAYAGAM was reportedly detained by the police on 17 October 2009. He was ques-
D.o.b.: C. 1964Profession: Tamil journalist for theSunday Timesnews-  tioned by the Criminal Investigation Department (CID), on his sources
paper and editor dutreach i Lanka http://outreachsl.com/enDate  for the article in which the editor referred to the alleged tension between
of arrest: 7 March 2008Sentence: Twenty years in prisoixpiry: 6  the Sri Lankan President and the head of the armed forces. Sirimalwatta
March 2028Details of arrest: J. S. Tissainayagam was arrested by thewvas released after being questioned.

Terrorist Investigation Division (TID) in Colombo, following a visit he

made to the offices of the TID requesting information about the detentid#reatened

of his colleague Vetrivel Jasikaran (see below ‘Released’). There werée Boleesha ABEY SUNDERA (f): Journalist for the Sinhalese-language
detention orders for their arrests. Initial reports suggested that both jouveeklyIrudina, reported that on the night of 28 September 2009 uniden-
nalists were accused of receiving money from the Liberation Tigers ¢ified men tried to force entry into her home in Colombo. There are fears
Tamil Elam (LTTE) rebel group; however it is widely believed that thethat this incident could have been a kidnapping attempt in response to her
two men were targeted for their reporting and analysis on the confliparticipation in the campaign against the authorities’ plan to reinstate a
between government forces and the LTTE in the northern part of thpgess council. The incident has been reported to the police.

country. Details of trial: On 25 August 2008 J.S. Tissainayagam wad-rederica JANSZ (f) and Munza MUSHTAQ: Editor-in-chef of the
charged as follows: 1) offences under the Prevention of Terrorism A8unday Leader newspaper and journalist for theader Publications
(PTA): in respect to printing, publishing, and distribution of the magamedia group, respectively, have reported receiving threatening letters on
zine North Eastern Monthly, between 1 June 2006 to 1 June 2007; 222 October 2009. The threats are thought to stem fronBihday
offences under the PTA in respect of bringing the government into disreeader’s coverage of a video in which unarmed men were allegedly
pute by the publication of articles in said magazine; and 3) the violatieexecuted by soldiers. According to Jansz, the threats were similar to the
of Emergency Regulations by aiding and abetting terrorist organisationses received by editor Lasantha Wickramatunga before he was killed in
through the raising of money for said magazine. Noeth Eastern January 2009.

Magazine was an English-language publication that closed down in

2007. Sentence: On 31 August 2009 a High Court in Sri Lanka Released

sentenced J. S. Tissainayagam to twenty years imprisonment with hafetrivel JASIKARAN (JASIHARAN): Tamil journalist, owner of the
labour under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), for “causinge-Kwality printing works and reporter for the news web6itéreach Si
communal disharmony” in his articles published in 2006 by the magd-anka (http://outreachsl.com/en/), was arrested with his wife by the
zine North-Eastern Monthly. In addition, he was found guilty of raising Terrorist Investigation Division (TID) in Colombo, on 6 March 2008.
funds to publish the magazine. A confession made by Tissainayagdrhe following day Jasikaran’s colleague J. S. Tissainayagam visited 6%
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TID offices requesting information on the arrest of the couple, and waegere all arrested on 9 October 2003 (see Thich Huyen Quang above).
himself detained (see above ‘Main case’). Initial reports suggested thEbe delegation had left Binh Dinh at 5.00 a.m. on 8 October 2003 en
both journalists were accused of receiving money from the Liberatiomute for Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) when security services blocked
Tigers of Tamil Elam (LTTE) rebel group; however it is widely believedtheir departure. After a protest in which over two hundred monks formed
that the two men were targeted for their reporting and analysis on thehuman shield around their vehicle, the delegation was allowed to
conflict between government forces and the LTTE in the northern part cbntinue its journey, only to meet another police barricade on the
the country. On 26 October 2009 Vetrivel Jasikaran and his wife wefellowing day, when all nine UBCV leaders were arrested and taken
released after the State Prosecutor announced that there was no evidemeg for interrogation. Thich Quang Do was placed under house arrest.
to support the charge that the couple had links with terrorist acts Btace of detention: Thanh Minh Zen Monastery in Ho Chi Minh City.
organisations. (RAN 45/08 — Update # 3) Previous political imprisonment/problems. On 27 June 2003 he was
released from a twenty-seven month detention order. Has spent most of
the last twenty years in detention or under residential surveillance

THAILAND because of his campaign for religious freedom and free expression.
) ; o Other information: The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
Imprisoned: investigation declared his imprisonment as ‘arbitrary’ in May 2005.

*Thassaporn RATTAWONGSA (f): Doctor and internet writer, was
reportedly arrested by the Central Investigation Bureau on 18 NovemHdeE Cong Dinh:
2009. Rattawongsa is said to be accused of posting ‘inaccurate inforniRr-ofession: Lawyer and dissident writer. Date of arrest: 13 June 20009.
tion that threatened national security’, when she wrote in her web blddgtails of arrest: Reportedly arrested by the security police in Saigon and
about the king, suggesting that his poor health could have caused a reseas charged with ‘spreading propaganda against the state’ under Article

fall of the stock market in Bangkok. 88 of the Penal Code. His home and his office were searched and his
. documents seized. Official reports state that Le Cong Dinh was arrested
On trial for allegedly reporting ‘distorted’ facts to foreign media and offending

Chiranuch PREM CHAIPORN (f): Editor of the independent website the country’s Prime Minister. Other information: Le Cong Dinh has been
Prachatai. Reportedly arrested on 6 March 2009, and charged with violavorking as a lawyer defending journalists, human rights activists and
tions of the Computer Crimes Act, allegedly because the content of thernet writers prosecuted in Vietnam for their reporting, including
website endangered national security. The website is said to publigtwyers and dissident writers Le Thi Cong Nhan and Nguyen Van Dai
issues that Thai newspapers refuse to report. The charges carnaral the renowned blogger Dieu Cay (see below). Le Cong Dinh has also
maximum sentence of five years in prison. It is said that in the last fewritten for various international media outlets, including the British
months there have been requests from the authorities, mainly the miiroadcasting Corporation (BBC) and Radio Free Asia (RFA), and
tary, to remove from the website comments regarding the monarchy abdnned overseas Vietnamese websites such as the “Vietnam Democracy
the military. Days after her arrest, Premchaiporn was freed on bail. OnMlovement”, “Vietnam Reform”, “New Horizon”, “Thorough Dis-
April 2009, the journalist was summoned by the Royal Thai Police headussion”, and “Democratic Freedom”, which Vietnamese authorities
quarters for further investigation. On the basis of the information shdew as “subversive”. According to Reporters Without Borders, sources
gave to the authorities, the police reportedly laid nine new chargassid that Le Cong Dinh’s arrest might be related to a libel case brought by
against her under the Computer Crimes Law, and could face up to fiftgeveral lawyers against the Viethamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan
years in prison if found guilty. The initial hearing for her prosecution wa®ung. Reportedly denied access to family visits since his arrest.(RAN
set for 26 June 2009. The trial is ongoing. 25/09 — 16 June 2009) [Sentenced to five years in prison on 20 January
2010.
Case closed ]
Giles Ji UNGPAKORN: Professor of political science at Chulalingkom LE Thi Cong Nhan (f) and NGUYEN Van Dai:
University and contributor to thdew Statesman and theAsia Sentinel Profession: Lawyer and cyber dissident, and journalist respectively.
news website, was due to present himself to police in Bangkok, dbateof arrest: 6 March 2007Sentence: 4 years and five years in prison
charges of ‘lese-majesté’ (insulting the monarchy) for eight paragraphespectively, reduced by one year each on appgplres: March 2010
of a book Ungpakorn wrote on the 2006 military coup, which allegedlgnd March 2011 respectiveetails of arrest: Nguyen Van Dai and Le
insulted King Bhumibol. Fearing he would not receive a fair trial, and’hi Cong Nhan (f) were arrested at their homes on the morning of the 6
could face a fifteen-year prison sentence, Ungpakorn left Thailand for tiarch 2007. They were accused of ‘hostile propaganda against the
United Kingdom on 9 February 2009. Case closed. Socialist Republic of Vietnam’ for their dissident activities with the pro-
democracy movement “Bloc 8406”, including the recent signing of a
petition under their real name3etails of trial: Le Thi Cong Nhan and

VIETNAM Nguyen Van Dai were sentenced to four years and five years in prison
] . respectively by the Hanoi People’s Court on 11 May 2007. Their convic-

Imprisoned: Main cases tions were upheld on appeal on 27 November 2BGite of detention:

DANG Phuc Tue (religious name: Thich Quang Do) Le Thi Cong Nhan was transferred on 3 January 2008 to Trai Giam

D.o.b.: 1928 Profession: Buddhist monk, writer, scholar. Secretary detention camp #5, Cao Thinh village, Ngog Lac District, Thanh Hoa
General of the outlawed Institute for the Propagation of the Dharm®&rovince, south Vietham. Nguyen Van Dai was transferred on 3 January
United Buddhist Church of Vietnam (UBC\Date of arrest: 9 October 2008 to K1 Detention Camp, Ba Sao Village, Kim Bang District, Ha
2003Details of arrest: Pat of a delegation of nine UBCV leaders who Nam Province, 80km south of Ha Ndr.eatment in prison: Conditions



are very harsh in both camps. Le Thi Cong Nhan’s new detention campss very concerned for his well-beinddew information: In late
200km from her family in Hanoi. Both she and Van Dai are allowed on8eptember 2009 it was reported that Nguyen Hoang Hai's family had
family visit a month, and can receive two 5kg packages of food, clothégen denied their right to visit him on two occasions, and expressed their
and personal items. Banned from receiving boékesalth concerns: concern on his safety and health. (RAN 47/08 Update #1 — 9 April 2009)
Nguyen Van Dai is reported to be suffering from Hepatitis B and to have

to do forced labour. Le Thi Cong Nhan is reportedly suffering frorNGUYEN Kim Nhan

hypotension and inflammation of the tract®ackground to arrest and D.o.b.: ¢.1950Profession: Human rights defender and dissident writer,
previous political problems: Nguyen Van Dai is one of the leaders of known for his writings on lands rights and official corruption published
the democracy movement ‘Bloc 8406’ and regularly posts pro-demo@ the underground reviewo Quoc (The Nation). Date of arrest:

racy essays on foreign websites. He started a blog on the Reporters Sa@gtember 2008entence: 2 years in prison and 2 years’ probationary
Frontiers web-site platform shortly before his arrest (http://nguyendetention.Expires: September 201Metails of arrest: Arrested in
vandai.rsfblog.org). He and fellow lawyer Le Thi Cong Nhan (f) haveSeptember 2008 and released in January 2009, but re-arrested on 8 May
been under heavy surveillance for some time for their dissident activities009. Amongst dozens of activists to have been arrested since September
and were briefly detained on 3 February 2007 and held for 48 houiZ008 as part of an ongoing crackdown on peaceful disd2etails of
Nguyen Van Dai was reportedly subjected to criticism by a ‘populatrial: Tried and convicted by the Hanoi People’s Court under Article 88
court’ on 8 February 2007, in which 200 residents from a district obf the criminal code on 9 October 20@%ace of detention: B14 labour
Hanoi were mobilised by the authorities to insult and denounce him faamp, in Ha Dong province, south of Hanoi.

being a ‘traitor’. Award: In July 2008 Le Thi Cong Nhan received the

Human Rights Watch administered Hellmann/Hammett award in rec6SMGUYEN Manh Son

nition of her journalism in the face of persecuti@her information: D.o.b. : c. 1944 Profession : Dissident writer and retired government
Both were reportedly immediately struck off the Hanoi bar list followingcadre.Date of arrest : 8 May 2009Sentence : 3 years and six months
their arrests. (RAN 12/07, Update #1 — 7 March 2007, Update #2- 16 prison and 3 years’ probationary detentirpires : 7 November

May 2007).Honorary member of: Suisse-Romand PEN. 2012Detailsof arrest : Arrested for poems and articles published since
. 1995, in particular the underground anthology of po@&togh is Error
NGO Quanh: circulated on the internet and published on overseas websites. Amongst

D.o.b.: c. 1984Profession: Student and dissident writer, author of online dozens of activists to have been arrested since September 2008 as part of
dissenting articles, including ‘Viet Nam needs to compile a new Historyan ongoing crackdown on peaceful diss&retails of trial: Tried and

book’ and ‘Journey to Lang Son’s Dairy’, published on overseasonvicted by the Hanoi People’s Court on 9 October 2009 under Article
websitesDate of arrest: 10 September 2008ntence: 3 years in prison 88 of the Penal Code for ‘Conducting propaganda against the Socialist
and 3 years’ probationary detenti@xpires. 9 September 201Details Republic of Vietnam’Place of detention: B14 labour camp, in Ha Dong

of arrest: Arrested as part of a crackdown on dissent in the autumn @irovince, south of Hanoi. [Sentence upheld on appeal on 21 January
2008.Detailsof trial: Convicted under Atrticle 88 of the criminal code of 2010.]

‘conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam’ in

October 2009 Place of detention: B14 labour camp, in Ha Dong NGUYEN Van Hai:

province, south of Hanoi. (RAN 47/08 - 23 September 2008, update 1 P9ofession: Reporter for the Viethamese language newspaiparTre.

April 2009). [Sentence upheld on appeal on 21 January 2010.] Date of arrest: 13 May 2008Sentence: Handed down a two-year non-
custodial sentenc&xpires: 12 May 201(Metails of arrest: Reportedly
NGUYEN Hoang Hai (aka Dieu Cay): arrested on 13 May 2008 and accused of ‘misuse of power'. Arrested

Profession: Independent journalist and blogdeate of arrest: 19 April  with fellow journalist and poet Nguyen Viet Chien, since freed (see
2008.Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested for ‘tax fraud’ in Dalat city, ‘released’ below). Their detention was linked to their reports on high-
south of the country, after he participated in protests against the policel@vel corruption in the so-called “PMU-18" scandal in 2006. It is said
Ho Chi Minh City, earlier in 2008. There are reports that he had beehat the scandal provoked the resignation of some senior officials, who
closely watched by the police and threatened with death prior to higere allegedly linked to stolen development funds which were used to
arrest.Sentence: Two and a half years in prisoBxpires. 18 October gamble on European football, rather than to build roads and bridges.
2010 Detailsof trial: Sentenced on 10 September 2008 to two and a halbetailsof trial: On 15 October 2008 the Hanoi People’s Court sentenced
years-imprisonment by the Vietnamese People’s Court at Ho Chi MinKguyen Van Hai under Article 258 of the Viethamese Penal Code, for
city for alleged tax fraud, although he is widely believed to be targetedbusing democratic freedoms to infringe upon the interest of the State,
for his criticism of Viethamese government policy. He is known for highe legitimate rights and interests of organizations and/or citizens'.
internet postings calling for greater democracy and human rights Mguyen Van Hai was handed down a non-custodial two-year re-educa-
Vietnam and his participation in protests against Chinese foreign polidyon setence, after pleading guilty.

Dieu Cay was one of the founding members of the Club of Free

Journalists (Cau Lac Bo Nha Bao Tu Do) in 20Bkce of detention: NGUYEN Van Ly:

On 1 April 2009, Nguyen Hoang Hai's family were told that he had beeD.o.b: 1946.Profession: Priest, scholar, essayist and co-editor of the
transferred to Cai Tau prison, in U Minh, which is nine hours from wheranderground online magaziiie Do Ngén luan (Free Speech). Date of

the family lives and where it is difficult to obtain a visitor's permit. Therearrest: 19 February 2007%Sentence: eight years in prison and five years
are reports that Cai Tau prison is notorious for the brutal treatment of probationary detentiorExpires. February 2015Details of arrest:
prisoners and alleged corruption. The family believes that NguyeReportedly arrested on 19 February 2007 during an “administrative
Hoang Hai was transferred there to limit the frequency of their visits, areheck” at the archdiocesan building where he lives in the city of HU@38
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Two other editors ofu Do Ngbn luan, Father Chan Tin and Father Phan prison. Expires: 10 September 201Betails of arrest: According to

Van Loi, were reportedly also placed under house armstails of PEN’s information, dissident writer Nguyen Xuan Nghia was arrested
trial: On 30 March 2007 a People’ Court in Hue (Central Vietnampand charged with conducting anti-government propaganda under article
sentenced Father Nguyen Van Ly to eight years in prison and five ye@®8 of Vietnam’s penal code for his pro-democracy writings and activities,
of probationary detention for ‘conducting propaganda against thi@ particular for being a leading member of the banned pro-democracy
Socialist Republic of Vietnam’ (Article 88). A video footage of his group Block 8406. Other members of the group were also arrested and
sentencing is available on the Internet: sentenced (see also Nguyen Van Tinh, Nguyen Kim Nhan, Nguyen Van
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUSJeAakoRlace of detention: Tuc, Ngo Quynh, and Nguyen Manh Son). The indictment dated 3 July
Trai Giam Detention Camp, K1 Ba Sao, Kim Bang District, Municipality2009 cited fifty-seven pieces written by Nguyen Xuan Nghia from 2007
of Phu Ly, Ha Nam Province, Viet Namrevious political imprison- until his arrest in 2008, including poetry, literature, short stories and arti-
ment/problems: Ly is a leading member of the pro-democracy move<les, which allegedly sought to “insult the Communist Party of Vietham,
ment “Bloc 8406”. He was previously detained from 1977-1978, andistort the situation of the country, slander and disgrace the country’s
again from 1983-1992 for his activism in support of freedom of expredeaders, demand a pluralistic and multiparty system ... and incite and
sion and religion. He was sentenced again in October 2001 to 15 yearsftract other people into the opposition movement.” He is amongst
prison for his online publication of an essay on human rights violationdozens of activists to have been arrested since September 2008 as part
in Vietnam, and was a main case of International PEN. The sentence veasongoing crackdown on peaceful dissebétails of trial: Tried and
commuted several times and he was released under amnesty in Febreanyicted by the Hanoi People’s Court on 9 October 260&ce of
2005.Award: In July 2008 Nguyen Van Ly received for the second timedetention: Held at the B14 labour camp in Ha Dong province, south of
the Human Rights Watch administered Hellmann/Hammett award iHanoi. (RAN 47/08 - 23 September 2008, update 1 — 9 April 2009)
recognition of his work in the face of persecution. He was also award¢8entence upheld on appeal on 21 January 2010.]

the Shakarov Prize for Freedom of Thought 208@norary member

of: Sydney PEN.(RAN 12/07 - 28 February 2007; update #1 - 7 MarcRHAM Van Troi

2007; updates #2 — 3 April 2007). Profession: Dissident writer and activist, known for his contributions to
the underground dissident reviewu Do Dan Chu (Freedom and
NGUYEN Van Tinh Democracy). Date of arrest: 10 September 2008entence: 4 years in

D.o.b: 1943Profession: Co-editor of the underground reviéw Quoc prison and 4 years’ probationary detentiBrpires: 9 September 2012
(TheNation). Date of arrest: September 200&entence: 3 years and six  Details of arrest: Amongst dozens of activists to have been arrested
months in prison and 3 years’ probationary detentiBrpires: since September 2008 as part of an ongoing crackdown on peaceful
December 201Details of arrest: Arrested for online articles and essays dissent. Details of trial: Charged under Article 88 of the Penal Code for
published between November 2006 and September 2008. Releaseddonducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam’.
January 2009 but re-arrested on 8 May 2009. Sentenced on 9 Octobeed and convicted by the Hanoi People’s Court on 8 October 2009.
2009 by the Hanoi People’s Court under Article 88 of the Penal Code fBtace of detention: B14 labour camp, in Ha Dong province, south of
‘Conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of VietnamHanoi. (RAN 47/08 - 23 September 2008, update 1 — 9 April 2009)
Amongst dozens of activists to have been arrested since September 2[Béhtence upheld on appeal on 18 January 2010.]

as part of an ongoing crackdown on peaceful diss&hace of deten-

tion: B14 labour camp, in Ha Dong province, south of Hanoi. [SentencERAN Duc Thach:

upheld on appeal on 21 January 2010.] D.o.b.: 1952. Profession: Poet and Internet writer, member of the
Association of Writers of Nghe An provinc®ate of arrest: 12
NGUYEN Van Tuc September 2008&entence: 3 years in prison and 3 years’ probationary

D.o.b.: C. 1964Profession: Farmer, poet and human rights defender,detention. Expires. 11 September 201Details of arrest: Briefly

known for his numerous writings on social injustice and satirical poemarrested on 10 September 2008, released the same day but re-arrested o
published on overseas websit&ate of arrest: 10 September 2008 12 September 2008. His whereabouts were unknown until 2 April 2009
Sentence: Four years in prisofexpires: 9 September 201Retails of when it was reported that Tran Duc Thach was held at detention camp
arrest: Amongst dozens of activists to have been arrested singe.3, Ha Dong district, about 11km west of Hanoi. Amongst dozens of
September 2008 as part of an ongoing crackdown on peaceful disseattivists to have been arrested since September 2008 as part of an
Details of trial: Charged under Article 88 of the Penal Code forongoing crackdown on peaceful dissebDetails of trial: Tried and
‘Conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnamtonvicted on the charge of ‘propaganda against the Socialist Republic of
Tried and convicted by the Hanoi People’s Court on 9 October 200¥iet Nam” according to Article 88 of Viet Nam's Penal Code by the
Place of detention: B14 labour camp, in Ha Dong province, south of Hanoi People’s Court on 6 October 208&alth concerns: His health
Hanoi. (RAN 47/08 - 23 September 2008, update 1 — 9 April 2009as reportedly been very poor after a hunger strike in detention.
[Sentence upheld on appeal on 21 January 2010.] [Sentence upheld on appeal on 18 January 2010.]

NGUYEN Xuan Nghia TRAN Quoc Hien

Profession: Poet, journalist and novelist, member of the Hai Phond.0.b: 1965.Profession: Internet writer and human rights lawyBate
Association of writers and founding member of the banned democracf arrest: 12 January 200Bentence: Five years in prison, followed by
movement known as Block 8406, author of several online poems aihdo years probationary detentioBxpires: January 2012Details of
articles, a recipient of the 2008 Hellman Hammet Award for Frearrest: Reportedly arrested on 12 January 2007, the day after being
ExpressionDate of arrest: 11 September 2008entence: Six years in  nominated as the spokesperson for the Workers-Farmers Organisation



(UWFO), an organisation which represents workers and farmers’ righégainst the state’. Pham Thanh Nghien’s family has not been able to visit
and which is not recognised by the government. He was charged witler since her arrest. In November 2009 her mother was informed that
‘spreading anti-government propaganda’ on the Internet and ‘endaRham Thanh Nghien would be tried by the Hai Phong People’s Court on
gering state security’.Details of trial: He was found guilty of both 17 December 2009 but the trial was postponed for unknown reasons. The
charges by a court in Ho Chi Minh City on 15 May 2007, following atrial is now reportedly scheduled for 29 January 2010. She remains
trial that reportedly only lasted four houPsace of detention: Detention  detained and there are serious concerns for her health.(RAN 47/08 - 23
Camp Bo La 1, Binh Duong Province, Viet NaRnofessional details: September 2008; Update #1 — 9 April 2009)

Tran Quoc Hien is known for his critical writings published on the

Internet, including a short story ‘The Tail' about the experience of liffran Khai Thanh Thuy (f)

under surveillance. He is a member of the pro-democracy movementofession: Writer and actividdate of arrest: 8 October 200®etails

'‘Bloc 8406’. He is also a human rights lawyer, known for his workof arrest: According to International PEN's information, Tran Khai
defending farmers whose land has been confiscated by local authoriti#@sanh Thuy was arrested after she publicly expressed her support for six
He had reportedly been under close surveillance for some time prior déssidents facing trial. On the day of her arrest an incident took place at

his arrest. (RAN 26/07 — 24 May 2007). her home, the details of which remain unclear. Tran Khai Thanh Thuy
has subsequently been charged with assault, although it is widely
TRUONG Minh Duc: believed that she herself was in fact the victim of an assault and is

Profession: Freelance journalist and political activist. Member of Bloctargeted for her critical writings and activisRiace of detention: Hoa

8406 and the Viethamese Populist pabgte of arrest: 5 May 2007 Lo Moi Prison, near HanoiHealth concerns: Tran Khai Thanh Thuy
Sentence: 5 years in prisofExpires: 4 May 2012Details of arrest: He  suffers from diabetes and tuberculosis, and there are serious concerns
was arrested on 5 May 2007 and remained under interrogation at B-Bvat her health is deteriorating in pris@ther information: Tran Khai
Detention Centre in Ho Chi Minh City, then transferred to Jain Facility imThanh Thuy is an established novelist, poet, essayist and former editor of
Klen-Giang. Details of trial: Reportedly given a five-year prison the underground dissident magazifee Quoc (Fatherland). She is a
sentence on 28 March 2008 for ‘taking advantage of democratic rightsiteember of the Union of Writers and the Club of Women Poets of Hanoi,
act against the state’s interest’ and ‘receiving money from abroad #&md is a recipient of the 2008 Hellman Hammet AwBr&vious polit-
support complaints against the state’, under Article 258 on the Criminadal imprisonment/problems: Tran Khai Thanh Thuy has been under
Code. The sentence was handed down by a court Vinh Thuan, in theavy surveillance and harassment since September 2006 for her critical
southern province of Kien Giang. Duc is known for his articles omritings published online. She was previously detained in April 2007 and
corruption and abuse of power since 1994 for various newspapers, untietd for nine months, and since her release in January 2008 she has been
different pseudonyms. Among the pieces he wrote, and which are saidueder heavy surveillancelonorary member of: English PEN.

have incriminated him are the following articles: ‘To Point at

Corruption’s Mandarins in Kien Gian Province’; ‘Court of Tyrannous,Case closed

Influential and Powerful Notables; and ‘Province Chairman, Inspectoisk Thi Kim Thu (f): Online reporter and photographer, arrested on 14

in collusion with Judiciary System’Health concerns: His family =~ August 2008, detained at Hoa Lo detention camp outside Hanoi; known
reported that in January 2008 he broke his arm, and because of pémrher reports for various overseas Viethamese media outlets. Thought to

medical treatment has since been in poor health. have been released (date unknown) but to remain under heavy police
surveillance. (RAN 47/08 - 23 September 2008, update 1 — 9 April
VU Van Hung: 2009). Case closed as no longer detained.

Profession: Professor, activist and internet writer. Date of arrest: 18
September 200&entence: Three years in prison and three years’ proba-
tionary detention.Expires. 17 September 201Details of arrest:
Arrested on 18 September 2008 and his home was searched by Security
Police officersAccused of writing slogans on a banner and then hanging

it from a highway overpass in the capital Hanoi in July 2008. Amongst
dozens of activists to have been arrested since September 2008 as part of
an ongoing crackdown on peaceful dissebetails of trial: Charged

under Article 88 of the Penal Code for ‘Conducting propaganda against
the Socialist Republic of Vietham’. Tried and convicted by the Hanoi
People’s Court on 7 October 200@lace of detention: Camp B14,
district Thanh Liet Thanh Tri, Ha NoTlreatment in prison: There have

been serious concerns for his health and well-being since his imprison-
ment. RAN 12/09 — 18 February 2009) [Sentence upheld on appeal on 18
January 2010.]

Imprisoned: Investigation

PHAM Thanh Nghien (f): Internet writer and independent journalist.

Arrested on 11 September 2008, released later that day but remained

under residential surveillance until her re-arrest on 18 September 2008.

Held under Article 88 of the Criminal Code on charges of ‘propaganda 65



E u Ro P E an d which opposition activists were participating. When the police arrived,
they arrested a number of protesters, as well as Gevorgian and her
c e n t ra I As i a brother. Most of the protesters were released soon after, but the journalist
remained detained until de following day 3 June, when she was charged
with assaulting a police officer, and then released.

AZERBAIJAN
AR M E N I A Imprisoned - Main Cases

. i Eynulla FATULLAYEV
Imprisoned - Main case D.o.b: 25 September 197®rofession: Editor of Giindelike Azerbaijan
Nikol (Nicole) PASHINYAN and the Russian languaBealny Azerbaijan. Date of arrest: 20 April
D.o.b.: 1 June 197%Frofession: Leader of the opposition party in 2007 Sentence: Eight and a half year€ase (1) Convicted c. 20 April
Azerbaijan and editor of the pro-opposition newspaHeykakan 2007 to 30 months in prison on charges of libel and insult to Azerbaijanis
Zhamanak Date of arrest: 1 July 200%entence: Three years imprison- in an article that Fatullayev says he did not write and had been manufac-
ment.Expiry: 30 January 201Details of arrest: Arrested after volun-  tured as a way of silencing him. He was sentenced under Article 147.2 of
tarily coming out of hiding and giving himself up to the law enforcementhe Azeri Penal Code by the Yasamal District court to two and a half
agencies. The charges are said to be linked to the March 2008 protegstars imprisonment. Upheld on appeal on 22 August 2007.
and riots that occurred after the official results of the presidential eleBackground: The charges arose from a civil case raised in February
tions of 10 February 2009. Pashinyan went into hiding after th2007 by Tatyana Chaladze, head of the Azeri Centre for Protection of
Armenian police launched a search for him on 10 March 2008. At thRefugees and Displaced Persons. She referred to a remark attributed tc
time, a state of emergency was imposed in Armenia’s cajd&ihils of Fatullayev in which he is said to have reported that Azeris were respon-
thetrial: He was initially charged with ‘organising mass disorder’ andsible for the massacre of residents in Khodjali, in Nagorno Karabakh in
‘assaulting a state representative’. On 19 January 2010 the first instad@92. This resulted in a fine levied on 6 April 2007 of 10,000 manats
court convicted Pashinyan to seven years in prison, on both accourtdS$ 11,600)Case (2) Sentenced to eight and a half years imprisonment
under Articles 225.1 and 316.1 of the Criminal Code. On appeal, ondh 30 October 2007 by the Grave Crime Court in Baku on charges of
March 2010 the Criminal Court reduced the sentence to three yedesrorism and inciting ethnic hatred. These additional charges were
imprisonment. The charges of ‘assaulting a state representative’ wdezied against Fatullayev under Article 214 of the Penal Code on on 22
dropped for lack of evidencBlace of detention: He is said to be held at May 2007 and confirmed on 4 July 2007. Said to be related to a commen-
Yerevan-Kentron prisonAnything else of interest: While in hiding, tary inRealni Azerbijan published in early 2007 that focussed on Azeri
Pashiyan continued writing editorials for thiaykakan Zhamanak and  foreign policy with Iran. The article was written by another reporter. The

wrote his first novel entitle@he Other Sde of the World. court also ruled that everything in Fatullayev’s two newspaper’s offices
. . would be confiscated and a fine of 250,000 manat (US 58,000) be
Imprisoned - Investigation imposed. Appeal: The sentence was upheld on appeal on 16 January

Murad BODJOLYAN: d.o.b. c. 1947. Former diplomat and journalist.2008, and upheld again by the Supreme Court on 3 June 2008.
Arrested January 200Zrial details: Trial started on 24 October 2002 Background: Fatullayev’s reporting on the dispute has led him to come
under Article 59 of the Criminal Code (treason). Subsequently convictathder attack by Azerbaijani nationalists in early 20@&se (3) On 4

to ten years in prison on 16 December 2002. Accused of passing on mieptember 2007, tax evasion charges were levied by the Ministry of
tary and economic information to the Turkish military intelligence, adNational Security following a search of his newspapers office and ques-
well as details of Kurdish Workers’ Party exiles in Armenia. Lawyergioning of its staff carrying a penalty of six months imprisonment or a
argue there is little evidence and suggest that his writings are the basidex in a labour colonyCase (4) While held in Prison #12, on 30

the charges. The conviction was upheld in early 2003 and is now fin@ecember 2009 Fatullayev was allegedly found in possession of 0.22
Bodjolyan has brought his case to the European Court of Human Righggams of heroin in his prison cell. On 31 December Fatullayev was taken
Background: Bodjolyan is a freelance journalist for the Turkish NTV to the Garadag District Court, where after a fifteen minute hearing, a
television network. Until 1998 worked in the Armenian foreign ministryjudge ordered that for the next two months he should be held in an isola-
and acted as interpreter for former president Ter-Petrosian. Suggestidios cell while he awaits trial on drug possession charge. This period was
that the conviction may be linked to February 2003 presidential electioestended for further in two occasions. A preliminary hearing was
and is aimed at undermining Ter-Petrosian who is standing for re-elecenducted on 9 April 2010, and on 6 July 2010, the Garadagh District
tion. Married with childrenNew information: In late August 2009 it Court in Baku, sentenced Fatullayev to two and a half years in prison
was reported that Bodjolyan remains in prison, despite several petitioafter finding him guilty of drug possession. According to his father,
to the authorities asking for his early release. No further information d&atullayev’s new prison term begun on 6 July, despite the fact that he had

of June 2010 spent about six months in pre-trial detention under this chédhgson
. . conditions. Fatullayev has staged protests within prison against political
Brief detention imprisonment and poor prison conditions. In April 2008, he staged a

*Ani GEVORGIAN (f): Journalist for the pro-opposition newspaperhunger strike in which he was joined by other prisoners and supporters
Haykakan Zhanamak, was reportedly arrested by the police on 2 Juneutside. He ended his hunger strike after twelve days after a visit from
66 2010. Gevorgian was covering a sit-in in Liberty Square, Yerevan city, ithe Azeri representative of the OSCE, and the OSCE Representative for



Freedom of Mass Media, Miklos Harastzi. Despite this, two days later loonsiders both Internet writers to be prisoners of conscience. (RAN
was held in solitary confinement for ten day.evious arrest: 57/09 — 20 November 2009; Update #1 — 12 March 2010 )
Fatullayev was served a two-year suspended sentence in September 2006 L
for defamation and insult against the interior minister, Ramil Usubov. Hénprisoned - Investigation
accused the minister of having links with Haji Mamedov, a former offiNazim GUL1YEV: Founder and editor-in-chief of the newspajuisal,
cial on trial for his alleged involvement in the murder of journalist EiImacurrently closed, was reportedly sentenced to thirteen years in prison and
HuseynovAwards: On 24 April 2008 Eynula Fatullayev and other two confiscation of his property by the Grave Crimes Court on 15 January
Azeri journalists, received the Human Rights Watch administered010. The charges against him are: extortion under Article 182 of the
Hellmann/Hammett award in recognition of their journalism in the fac€riminal Code; hooliganism under article 221; and illegal manufac-
of persecution. Fatullayev was awarded the 2009 International Pressing, purchase, storage, transportation, transfer or selling of narcotics,
Freedom Award by the Committee to Protect Journalists (CRBgr psychotropic substances, according to article 234. Guliyev is serving his
information: On 22 April 2010, the European Court of Human Rightssentence in a special penitentialPyevious conviction: Guliyev was
ruled unanimously that Eynulla Fatullayev's 2007 convictions werarrested in late April 2009 and sentenced to six months in prison.
contrary to his right freedom of expression, as stated under Article 10 @onvicted regarding a criminal case filed in September 2008 by a
the European Convention on Human Rights. The European Court’s poblagorno-Karabakh war veteran, who alleged that two articles published
tion is that Eynulla Fatullayev should be released immediately and ldeal in August 2008 harmed her dignity. Guliyev was sentenced to
should also be given compensation. The Azeri authorities have been offre-trial detention during a hearing in the Nasimi District Court on 30
cially notified with this decision. However, as of 30 June 2010, they hav@ctober 2008; however by then he had gone into hiding. In late April
not taken any action to comply with this rulinRAN 27/07 Update #1 - 2009, Guliyev was arrested and on 26 May 2009 he was sentenced to six
17 July 2007; Update #2 — 13 September 2007; Update #3 — 31 Januargnths on defamation charges (see previous caselist). PEN is seeking
2008; Update #4 — 16 June 2008; Update #5 — 11 January 2010; Updeltification of the current criminal charges so as to ascertain whether he
#6 — 9 March 2010; Update #7 — 1June 20H@horary Member: is in fact detained for his writings.
Lichtenstein PEN Centre and English PEN Centre.

Non Custodial Sentence
Emin MILLI and Adnan HAJIZADE (HAJIZADA) Eyyub KARIMOV: Editor-in-chief of the newspapé&emida 007, was
D.o.b. 14 October 1979 and 13 July 1983, respectivehpfession: sued by the Azeri Minister of the Interior, who filed charges in early
Internet writers and youth movement activibtate of arrest: 8 July ~ November 2009. The case stemmed from articles publisheehirda
2009Sentence: two year and two and a half-year prison sentence respe@07 and Azadlin, which claimed the rise of organised crime in the
tively. Expiry: 7 July 2011 and 7 January 20D2tails of arrest: country. These articles in view of the accusation labelled the minister and
Arrested by the police in a restaurant in Baku following a scuffle outsidéamaged the honour and dignity of the pol@tence: On 3 February
between the two men and others. Milli and Hajizade claim that the inc2010 Karimov was sentenced to a year and a half of ‘corrective labour’,
dent was deliberately set up to provoke the fight, and that while they wesdich means he would have to pay a 15% of his salary to the government
victims of an assault, they are the ones to be prosecuted fro “hootluring that time. Karimov filed an appeal against this sentence.
ganism” while their attackers were set frBetails of thetrial: On 11
November 2009 a judge at the Sabail District Court in Baku handeMtacked
down the prison sentences on charges of ‘hooliganism’ and ‘inflictihjakit ADILOV: Journalist for the pro-oposition newspapgeadlyg,
minor bodily harm’. It is widely believed that these are fabricatedvas reportedly attacked on 17 June 2010. The incident occurred in Baku,
charges, and that the reasons for both Internet writers’ convictions amhile he was waiting for a bus heading to the Eynulla Fatullayev’s court
their postings on the Internet on government corruption, education ahearing (see above ‘main case’). Adilov was reportedly leaning on a tree,
freedom of expression. On 22 December 2009 Milli and Hajizaderhen the owner of a nearby shop attacked him accusing him of damaging
appeared in Baku Appellate Court, but their hearing was postponed urttie tree his father had planted. The police was called and Adilov was
2010. The verdict against both internet writers was upheld by the appekgtained and taken to a police station; he was released later that day. The
court on 10 March 201®rofessional details: Milli is the co-founder of  journalist’s colleagues, believed that the attack is linked to his work as a
the online Alumni Network organisation and the editor of the interngburnalist.
television site, ANOT. Hajizade is the co-founder of the youth move-
ment OL (To Be). Milli and Hajizade’s most popular piece is a video thdfarassed
has been widely distributed on the internet in which a person dressetiElan BADAL QV: Student and journalist, has been reportedly dismissed
a donkey holds a news conference and speaks about the good lifefrom the Azerbaijan State Oil Academy (ASOA), after publishing on the
Azerbaijan, satirising the Azeri government’s decision to pay very higtveb, an article on 12 November 2009. The article entitled ‘Reportage
prices to import donkeys. The video had been released just days befémemn the Azerbaijan State Academy’, allegedly dealt with financial fraud
their arrestTreatment in prison: Milli and Hajizade were not allowed at ASOA. His dismissal occurred on 19 January 2010 because he failed
to meet with their relatives while on detention, but after their convictiomo achieve grades in his classes; however, he claimed to have received
they were visited by their parents in late November 2BGge of deten- pressure from the university staff because of the article, and that he was
tion: Emin Milli was transferred to Prison #5 in Salyan region, in earlydiscriminated against because of it. Beladov reportedly filed a lawsuit
April 2010, and Adnan Hajizade was sent to Prison #14, in Gizidashgainst ASOA and the head of ASOA for the unfounded dismissal, but
Both internet writers have been visited by their lawyers in early Junen 5 April 2010 the Nasimi District Court rejected the case. Decision was
who reported that the internet writers had no complaints about theionfirmed by the Baku Appellate Court.
health or prison condition®ther information: Amnesty International 67
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receiving threatening phone calls, for his naBall’s Spring Tragedy,
Released which was printed ifNota Bene after his release from prisonOfficial
Ganimat ZAKHIDOV response: On 8 December 2009, after letters of appeal had been sent by
Profession: editor-in-chief of newspapefzadlyg. Imprisoned n 11 PEN members, the Baku Court of Appeal sent a response to PEN stating
November 2007. to serve a four year sentence for ‘hooliganism aidat Aliyev Sardar Mammadili was found guilty under Article 148 of the
intentional inflicting of bodily harm’ under articles 127.2.3 and 221 ofAzeri Criminal Code, and Allahverdiyev Faramaz Novruz was found
the Azeri Criminal Code. According to the Baku based Institute foguilty under Article 147.2 on the same code. Both were sentenced to
Reporter Freedom and Safety, no evidence to prove Zakhidov’s guilt wigee-months of depravation of liberty. Under the same ruling, Taghiyev
presented during the trial which began 8 January 2008. On 13 May 20B@miz Yusif was also found guilty under Article 147.2, and was
the Yasamal District Court upheld the four years prison sentencsentenced to six-months of correctional work by way of levying 10%
Background: A man and a woman filed a complaint against the editoncome tax for the state. This ruling, initially issued by the Nizami
claiming that he had tried to attack the woman. Ganimat Zakhidov toistrict Court, was upheld by the Appellation Court on 8 October 2009.
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) that on 7 November 2008 he was golifg criminal case was referred to the Azeri Supreme Court for review in
up the steps to his office when the woman began to shout and accuse bassation ordeRelease: On 8 January 2010 Faramaz Novruzoglu was
of insulting her. He said that the man grabbed him and told him to stopleased from penitentiary No. 16; a month later Sadar Alibeili was
bothering the girl. Zakhidov regarded this as deliberate provocation meleased from penitentiary No. 14; both on expiry of their sentences.
retaliation for his writings, which are critical of President Aliyev and higRAN: 53/09 — 28 October 2009, Update #2 — 21 January 2010)
associatesAward: In July 2008 Zakhidov received the Human RightsFaramaz NOVRUZOGLU (aka Faramaz Allahverdiyev) and Ilham
Watch administered Hellmann/Hammett award in recognition of his jourTUMA (Agayev): Journalist and advisor for the newspapeta, and
nalism in the face of persecutidRelease: On 18 March 2010 Ganimat editor-in-chief 0f24 Saat newspaper, respectively, faced criminal charges
Zakhidov was released from prison, after the president issued a pardorianinsult and libel. On 30 December 2008 the Binagaly District Court
connection with the Azeri New Year. He was the only journalist releasetkard a case filed by the chairman of the Adalat party, against both jour-
among 61 pardoned inmates. When freed, Zakhidov had served maraists for an article published 24 Saat on 28 May 2008, entitled

than half of his sentence. ‘Russia rejects llyas Ismayilov’, which is said to be critical to the Adalat
. party leader. The Court hearing was postponed for an indefinite period
Case closed - sentences expired while a specialist determines whether the article was written by

Natig MUKHTARLI: Sports commentator for the sports websiteNovruzoglu. There is no recent information on this case. Case closed.
http://fanat.aavas sentenced to six months of corrective labour by th&ee also reference to Novruzoglu above.

Nazimi District Court, on 7 October 2009. The case was filed by the pres-

ident of the Khazar-Lankaran Football Club, for an article published on

the website which he found offensive. The website’s manager W::BELARUS

included on the case, and was sentenced to one year of corrective labour. .

They were also ordered to pay 20% percent of their salaries for the dufief detention

tion of their convictions. Presumed freed on expiry of his sentence*Mladimir Neklyayev and Sergei Voznyak: Poet, author and former

April 2010. president of Belarus PEN, and newspaper editor, respectively, were

reportedly arrested by the police on 18 May 2010. On that day, police
Faramaz NOVRUZOGLU (Allahverdiyev), Sardar ALIBEILI and entered the homes of members of some civil society groups in several
Ramiz TAGIYEV: cities across the country. Reportedly wearing bullet proof vests and

Editor-in-chief and journalists for the newspapésta respectively  carrying machine guns, the officers seized computers, mobile phones,
arrested in October 2009. Three-month imprisonment for Novruzoglmemory sticks, books and leaflets, and scores of people were arrested.
received a three months sentence, Alibeili four months and Tagiydveklyayev was charged under Article 250 of the Criminal Code for
received a six-month conditional sentence. Nozruzoglu and Alibaili wer&lissemination of false information”. By 25 May 2010, Neklyayev and
imprisoned on 8 October 2009, after the Court of Appeals upheld théznyak were freed, but the charges remain. Some believe that the raids
sentence handed down by the Baku District Court in July 2009. In theere aimed at intimidating opposition groups in advance to the February
same trial, journalist Ramiz Tagiyev was conditionally sentenced to sB011 presidential elections. [RAN 35/10, Update #1 — 26 May 2010)
months of corrective labour, and to hand over part of his monthly incomean SHULHA: Independent journalist, was reportedly arrested by the
to the state during that time. The charges against all three were filed jpglice while at the apartment of a colleague, a correspondent for a TV
the chairman of the local government union Azadlyg Harakatchilagtation, on 3 February 2010. The police alleged that Shulha had hit a
(Freedom Movement), who claims he was insulted in six articlepolice officer, and so was sentenced to ten days in prison on charges of
published inNota. Previous problems: This is not the first time that hooliganism on 4 February 2010. He is also a member of the Belarusian
Sardar Alibeili and Faramaz Nozruzoglu have been sentenced fdournalists Association.

defamation. Nozruzoglu was sentenced to two and a half years imprison-

ment on 30 January 2007 on charges of criminal libel Aftém Bene ~ Harassed

(former name oNota) published an article he had written concerning thieNatalya RADINA (f), Irina KHALIP (f), Svetrana KALINKINA (f)
Azerbaijani Interior Minister. Alibeili was also charged and sentenced tand Marina KOKTYSH (f): Journalists for the website

a levy on his salary for 18 months. Faramaz Nozruzoglu was releasetw.charter97.org were reportedly summoned to the Department of
along with four other journalists under a Presidential pardon on 2Bterior Affairs in Minsk for questioning on 29 April 2010. Previously,
December 2007. In mid February 2008 Faramaz Nozruzoglu reportélte police had searched the homes of the journalists and sized their



computers, allegedly as part of an investigation for slander. The accusssued international arrest warrants for the other two. One of the fugitives
tion was filed by a former head of the State Security Committee, who fe# believed to be a Bosnian Serb, former member of the group called Red
that some material on the internet was defamatory against hirBerets. The authorities are reportedly working together with the Bosnian
According to the Centre for Journalism in Extreme Situations (CJESpolice. In early June 2009 it was reported that three men had been
Radina was informed that the evaluation in the computers did not shaletained in Belgrade, Serbia, on suspicion of participating in Pukanic’s
that the alleged defamatory material was posted using these comput&iling. Reports say that on 26 October 2009, Prosecutors in Serbia and
but that more assessments will be conducted. Croatia charged eight suspects over Pukanic’s killiegv infor mation:

In Zagreb, in early February 2010, a trial began against four of the

suspects of Pukanic’s murder. The other suspects remain in custody in

BULGARIA Serbia and Bosnia.

Killed - Investigation under way

*Boris (Bobi) TSANKOV: Journalist, writer and radio presenter, WangPRUS’ NORTH

shot dead while in Stamboliiski Boulevard in Sofia, on 5 January 201

Two of Tsankov’s companions were badly injured and were taken fgase closed

hospital. In November 2009 Tsankov'’s badidle Secrets of the Mobsters Basaran DUZGUN, Suleyman ERGOCLU and Fehim NEVZAT:

was published, exposing some figures of the criminal world, and sindeurnalist for theCyprus Daily, former managing director and represen-
then he said he had received a number of death threats. Reports saytdtate of the Cyprus Media Company, respectively, are reportedly facing
in recent months Tsankov, aged 30, had written various articles on orgarnal for ‘casting a shadow’ over the relations between the Turkish
ised crime, published in the newspapgzekend, and that he made Republic of Northern Cyprus and Turkey. On 16 April 2007Gigerus
similar allegations in his radio show. Other reports suggest that Trank®aily published an article written by Duzgun, in which he allegedly
was also known for irregular dealings in advertising and in his radio armbmpared the devil to the former Turkish president. On 24 October 2008
television game shows, which caused many complaints against him.the Lefcosa Court announced that the trial against the three journalists
June 2006 he was handed down a three-year suspended sentencevéarld commence on 28 November 2008. The case was filed by the
taking money from a business person promising advertisements that wéterthern Cyprus Minister of Interior, and the journalists could face a
never aired. The authorities are investigating the case, and reporfgtison sentence or a fine. Case closed due t lack of further information.
finding about 15 bullet cases at the crime scene.

Harassed CYPRUS (REPUBLIC OF)

*Lidia PAVLOVA (f): Journalist for the newspap&ruma, based in ] . .
Blagoevgrad, has been reportedly harassed on a number of occasi§Hd — investigation
since May 2009. The harassment started when Pavlova begun to refpondis HADJICOSTIS: Chief executive of th®ias Media Group, was
on the ‘Galevi case’, that involved reportedly two business men who areportedly shot dead in the city of Nicosia, on 11 January 2010. There are
allegedly being investigated for organised crime. Pavlova is said to beaacounts of two men, one on foot with the gun and another one on a
witness and a claimant against the businessmen in the trial. In May 20@otorcycle waiting on a doorway. Hadjicostis was shot when he arrived
one of the windshield of Pavlova’s car was smashed; on 1 January 2ithis home, emerging from his car. The police could not find the bullet
her son was severely beaten; and on 22 January Pavlova’s car wasings from the scene of the crirbéas Media Group reportedly is one
damaged again. The trial started on 20 January 2010. The journaliétthe largest media companies in the country, owning several magazines
believes that these and other acts of harassment, are linked to her workiad newspapers, as well as television and radio stations. The investiga-
a journalist, and that the Bulgarian authorities are not willing to protedion into his death is ongoing.

her.
CROATIA GREECE

Killed - investigation under way *TakisMICHAS: Journalist and writer, is reportedly on trial for his book
Ivo PUKANIC: co-owner and director of the weekly news magazindJnholy Alliance: Greece and Milosevic's Serbia. The case was filed in
National was killed by a bomb on 23 October 2008 outside the headqualuly 2009, and the prosecutor sent it to trial by the end of June 2010. The
ters of the magazine in central Zagreb. The marketing director of ttewmplainant is said to be the person who was in charge of the Greek
National was also killed. This was not the first attack against Ivosolunteers who fought in the Bosnian-Serb conflict in July 1995. Reports
Pukanic, aged 47. There are reports that in 2002 a man attempted to stayp that the claimant considers he has been labelled after Michas’s book
him, and that since then he was constantly under police protectiomefers to the volunteers as ‘paramilitaries who took part in the slaughter
Again, in April 2008, an unidentified attacker came up to Pukanic on th&f Srebrenica’. According to the Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), the
street, close to his flat in Zagreb, threatened him and then shot at hipurnalist is on trial because he re-printed an article from the weekly
twice from the distance. Some reports linked the attacks to PukanigisagazineGlobal, in which he refers to the same conflict. The hearings
critical reporting, others suggest that there may be personal reas@re due to start on 20 September 2010 in a court in Athens.

behind it. On early November 2008 it was reported that the Croatian

police had charged five men, three of whom are arrested, and that it had 69
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Yesergepov maintained his innocence and stated that the facts in his
GEORGIA article were of public interest. The verdict was announced on 8 August
. 2009 behind closed doors, without the presence of journalists. According
Non custodial sentence to press reports, a former Supreme Court Judge stated that a number of
*Fatima MARGI VA (f): Editor of the newspapélztsiya and teacher at norms were contravened during the trial and that, as a consequence,
the University of South Osettia, was reportedly arrested in mid Februa¥esergepov should be retried. The sentence was based in articles 172 an
2010, and charged with ‘illegal possession of weapons’. Her arre8389 of the Kazakh Criminal Code. In October 2009 the verdict against
occurred after the police allegedly found a gun and explosives &esergepov was upheld by a regional court in TaParole: On 23
Margiva’s home in Tskhinvali, in May 2009. Margiva insists that herdanuary 2010, the prison commission rejected a request for early parole
arrest and charges against her are retaliation for her journalistic woifiked by Yesergepov, after serving one year of his sentence. According to
and she pleaded not guilty. On 4 June 2010, Margiva was found guilty bis wife, in an early meeting, the commission agreed to parole him, but
charge by a court in South Ossetia, and was handed down a two-yehanged their decision under pressure ‘from abé{eglth concern: On

suspended prison sentence. She was released on that day. 25 June 2010, Yeserpegov announced he will go on hunger strike on 6
July, as a way of protesting for his imprisonment and for the alleged
Harassed failure of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe

*Nino JANGIRASHVILI (f): TV director, TV host-show and internet (OSCE) to deal with the Kazakhstan’s human rights violations. 6 July
writer, has reportedly been harassed by the Georgian authorities andrbarks the first half of Yesergepov’s sentence. (RAN 10/09 — 13 February
an alleged neo-fascist group. Jangirashvili is the director of the indepe2009; Update #1 — 21 August 2009)
dent TV station Kavkasia, distributed by cable in Thilisi, as well as the | . L
host of Kavkasia’s talk show. In one of the shows broadcasted in eal§#Prisoned - investigation
May 2010, a radical Orthodox Christian Group allegedly assaulted thedipamys BEKTURGANOV: Writer and former adviser for the
critics, and some members of the TV staff, outside the station. There gy@vernor of the western Kazakhstan region, was reportedly sentenced to
also reports that the government is putting pressure into advertisers wéree year in prison on charges of ‘libel’, on 13 August 2009. This charge
are allegedly prohibited from using independent broadcasters in GeorgigJinked to a press conference lead by Bekturganov on 15 July 2009, in
threatening the financial position of independent media, such aghich he reportedly criticized the then governor. Days after the confer-
Kavkasia TV. ence, Bekturganov was dismissed from his job. While serving this

*Ninia KAKABADZE (f): Independent journalist, has been reportedlysentence, on 22 September, Bekturganov was handed down another
harassed by alleged neo-Nazi groups. There are reports that in varitluiee-year prison sentence on charges of ‘abuse of office’ while holding
occasions, members of the People’s Orthodox Movement and Orthodthe position of deputy head of Oblast Culture Department in 2006.
Paents’ Union, physically and verbally assaulted and intimidated\ccording to the second verdict, Bekturganov allegedly made an illegal
freedom of expression activists, as well as journalists, such asofit by selling his books to regional libraries; however, other reports
Kakabadze. On one of these occasions, on 4 May, Kakabadze was pasigggest that he is innocent as the sell or purchase of books was not within
ipating in a small and peaceful demo in front of Ilia University, wherhis responsibilities, and that he is being punished for his critical views.
members of these groups reportedly approached the demonstrators, et confiscation of his property was also ordered, as well as the prohibi-
at them, chased and insulted them. It is said that police officers witnesgeh of holding official posts.
the assault, but did nothing about it, as none of the assailants was arrested
or prosecuted. Attack

*Yury GEIST: Journalist for the independent newspapipazon, was

reportedly attacked by two unidentified men on 24 May 2010 while at a

KAZAKHSTAN restaurant near the newspaper’s offices. One of the assailants escaped
. ) but the second was apprehended by the polkapazon's editor-in-

Imprisoned - Main case chief reportedly believes that the attack is linked to Geist's work as he
Ramazan YESERGEPOV (Esergepov) covers crime issues. An investigation is ongoing.
Profession: Editor-in-chief of the weeklyAlma-Ata Info Date of the  *Igor KIM (pen name: Igor Larra): Correspondent for the independent
arrest: 6 January 2008entence: Three-year prison sentenggpiry: 5  weekly Svoboda Sova (Freedom of Speech), was reportedly attacked on
January 201Details of the arrest: Yesergepov was being treated for 22 March 2010. Before that, for about two weeks Kim had been covering
hypertension at the Cardiology Institute in Almaty, when armed and strike by the workers of the national oil company that lead to the
masked security officers entered the hospital and taken to the Tamizmissal of some regional managers in the Zhanaozen district. On the
regional office, in southern Kazakhstan, where he was interrogated by @y of his attack, Kim was near his home when three unidentified men
Kazakh National Security Committee (KNB). According to a statementalled him name, said they had greetings from Zhanaozen and beat him.
by the KNB Yesergepov was arrested because he repeatedly ignofidte authorities are investigating the attack.
subpoenas issued by the agenCharges. lllegally obtaining and
divulging state secreBetails of thetrial: Yesergepov’'s charges stem
from an article published on 21 November 2008 entitled ‘Who rules th
Country - The President or the Committee for National Security (CNS)J‘(YRGYZSTAN
which is said to deal with a tax fraud allegation. Since December 200#illed: investigation ongoing
Alma Ata Info, has been investigated for the disclosure of two leakedlisher SAIPOV: journalist, aged 26, of Uzbek ethnicity. Shot dead by
memos which were published alongside the cited article. During the triiree bullets at close range by an unknown gunman in front of several



passers by on 24 October 2007 in the city centre of Osh, southe€Fhere are reports that a police officer had confessed to getting into a fight
Kyrgyzstan close to the Uzbek border. Saipov was the editor of the indeith Tashiyev over a private matter, but his relatives say otherwise. Other
pendent, Uzbek language newspafsypsat (Politics). He had also reports suggest that on the day of the assault, the journalist and a friend
worked for a number of publications including www.fergana.ru, Voice ofvent to the local police station to renew a passport. When they arrived at
America and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. He also reported for thie station, there was an improvised celebration for one of the police
London based Institute for War and Peace Repor@agkground: officer's promotion, and it was then when a policeman started arguing
Saipov was a well known journalist who had been outspoken in his critivith the journalist. Tashiyev’s reports were critical to the local govern-
cism of the Uzbek authorities, particular the country’s dire human rightsent. The local prosecutor is investigating the journalist’s dé&h.
record. Among others, he covered the mass killings of citizens by Uzbékfor mation: It has been reported that in late February 2010, two former
soldiers in Andijon in May 2003 nvestigation: Early on, Kyrgyz police  police officers received a two-year conditional prison sentence for
said that Uzbek agents may have been involved in his murder. HoweveFashiyev's death. According to the journalist's family, the prosecutor
statement on 31 October 2007 by a Kyrgyz Ministry of the Interior offiasked for a sixteen prison sentence against the policemen, and therefore,
cial indicated that there was no evidence of this. Osh is known to hateeir solicitor is appealing this verdict.

been infiltrated by Uzbek security agents and there are reports that the . .

Uzbek exile community there have suffered threats and intimidatiomprisoned: investigation

Kyrgyz officers sealed his office, and seized computers and mobiles, ftlidugbek ABDUSAL OMOV: Editor-in-chief of the newspap@&iydor,

said in an attempt to investigate Saipov’s contacts. However colleaguess been reportedly arrested in Jala-Abad region on 14 June 2010. On
fear that sensitive information could be passed on to the Uzbek authatiat day, Abdusalomov’s car was blocked by another car without licence
ties, enabling them to identify Saipov’s sources. Furthermore, on dlates, when various men in camouflage detained him and took him to
November 2007, the CPJ expressed alarm that the Kyrgyz authorities tiad regional headquarters of the Kyrgyz Security Service. He was then
publicly stated that Saipov had links with the banned Uzbek Islamitansferred to a pre-trial detention centre in Jalal-Abad. Abdusalomov
groups, Hizb ut-Tahrir and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, citindgpas been reportedly charged with ‘incitement of ethnic hatred’ under
material allegedly found on his hard drive. His colleagues condemn thigticle 299 of the Kyrgyzstani Criminal Code. The Committee to Protect
preliminary statement as unprofessional and biased, pointing out thidurnalists (CPJ), states that the newspBpglor was not critical of the
Saipov would have been in touch with these groups in his professiorelthorities and that it was published in Uzbek and Kyrgyz languages.
capacity as a reporter. On 4 February 2008 an Interior Ministry preggdusalomov is one of the journalists working in southern Kyrgyzstan
officer announced that the investigation had been suspended. Followiwbo have been detained after reporting on the violent confrontation on
the announcement Kyrgyz officials gave different reasons for this. On &thnic grounds occurring in that region since early June 2010. There are
March 2008 the Interior Ministry Investigative Committee informed theeports of journalists in similar situation who have been working for the
family that the investigation had been stopped “due to the inability toroadcast media. Abdusalomov is said to be an ethnic Uzbek journalist.
identify a suspect”. On 21 November 2008 it was reported that the

Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs stated that journalism had been ruledhreatened

out from the investigation on the death of Alisher Saip8vrest of *Zhyldyz MUSABEKOVA: Deputy Editor-in-chief of th&orum news-
suspect: In April 2009 investigators announced the detention of gaper, has been reportedly receiving death threats on her phone from
suspect and said that they recovered the weapon of the crime. Afterarknown individuals. On 24 January 2010, the editor gave an interview
initial decision of the Osh City Court of insufficient evidence, and do a radio station and said that these individuals threatened to hurt her
request of the family for additional investigation, on 9 December 200&irteen-year old daughter. She also mentioned that had been followed by
the Supreme Court stated that the prosecution of the suspect Abdufaritar and gave the registry number. Musabekova believes that the threats
Rasulov could proceed and that there was nothing more to investigagee linked to her journalistic work.

The suspect has denied involvement in Saipov’s ddadath threats:

In the months prior to his death, Saipov reported receiving death thre&igse closed

and to being followed by unknowns. A local state television station ilbdumalik SHARIPOV: journalist. Charged alongside two members
Uzbekistan had also recently aired a program in which Saipov wad the local human rights organisation Justice, Valentina Tritsenko and
described as deliberately attempting to destabilise Uzbekistan throujfahamadzhana Abdushaparova, and Nargiza Turdiyeva, a private
his reporting, and he had for some months been subject to an interngizen. Accused under Article 127 and 128 of the Criminal Code for an
smear campaign from Uzbekistan. The Kyrgyz President Bakiyev hasticle published in January 2006 entitled “Women are being beaten,
taken on direct responsibility for resolving the murdevard: In 2008  ewven those who are pregnant” publishedPiravo dlya vshe”. This

an award in Saipov’s name was established in Kyrgyzstan, to rewafallows a complaint by a senior investigator of the interior department,
young journalists. In 2009 the prize was given in three categories: f@halabat region, who had been referred to in the article which reported
professional commitment, for active civil position, for adherence t@n a statement made in January 2006 by Turdiyeva to the human rights
human rightsFamily: Saipov was married. His first child was born just organisation in which she claimed to have been beaten by the investigator

three months before his death. who knew that she was pregnant at that time, and that specific threats had
. . been made against her. The hearings opened in June 2006 but were post-
Killed - trial poned for health reasons. It was due to restart on 22 May 2007. In August

Almaz TASHIYEV: Social affairs journalist for thé&gym (Stream) 2008 PEN received information that hearings were postponed once more
newspaper, died on 12 July 2009 after being reportedly beaten on 4 Jfdy health reasons, and that it could take up to six to eight months to re-
by eight police officers in the southern town of Nookat, in the Osh regiostart. There has been no recent information on this case.

Tashiuyev’s family said that after the attack, the reporter fall into a coma. 71
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Natalia Estemirova (f): Journalist and human rights defender, was
MALTA abducted and murdered on 15 July 2009. Witnesses reported hearing
. Estemirova calling out that she was being kidnapped as she was forced
On trial into a van around 8.30 am as she left her home for her office in Grozny.
*Mark CAMILLERI and Alex VELLA GERA: Editor of the student Her body was found some hours later in woodland in neighbouring
newspapelr-Realta, and author of a short story, respectively, are reportingushetia. She had been shot in the head and chest. Estemirova, of
edly on trial since March 2010, for ‘distributing obscene or pornographiRussian-Chechen descent, worked at the Grozny office of Memorial,
material and for injuring public morals or decency’. The case is linked tRussia’s best known rights organisation. Tenacious in her investigations
Vella Gera’s story which is in a form of a parody, published in Octobento torture, killings and other abuses in Chechnya, Estemirova was a
2009, deals with the thoughts of a sexually aroused man. The universiipse colleague of Anna Politkovskaya (killed in October 2006) and in
reportedly did not consider the story appropriate, and so banned tB807, she was the first recipient of the annual Anna Politkovskaya Award
student newspaper and reported the case to the police authorities. If fogien by the Reach All Women in War campaigning group. Estemirova
guilty Camilleri and Vella Gera could face up to six months in prison.  was awarded for her courage by the Swedish and European parliaments.
From 2001 until Politkovskaya's assassination in 2006, the two had
worked together to expose abuses carried out by Russian armed forces in

MOLDOVA Chechnya and by Moscow-backed Chechen officials. Despite knowing
] . the acute danger, Estemirova continued to research and advocate on
Transdniester Republic abuses in Chechnya, most recently a spate of house burnings by govern-

. L ment backed militia. She has been commended by local and foreign jour-

Imprisoned - Investigation nalists for whom she was an important source of independent

*Ernest VARDARIAN: Journalist and political analyst for the newspaperinformation in the conflict. Russian President Dmitry Medvedev has
Puls and freelancer for the news agenblpvy Region and occasional condemned the murder and ordered an inquiry. The Chechen President
reporter for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, has been reportedfamzan Kadyrov has also called for those responsible to be brought to
detained in the separatist Transdniester region of Moldova, since 7 Apiistice. The organisation Memorial, has since closed its Grozny office,
2010. On that day, armed officers from the Ministry of State Securityearing for the safety of its stafflpdate on the investigation: In Late
from the unrecognised Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic (PMR)February 2010, the agency investigating Estemirova’s death confirmed
arrested the journalist at his home, where they also seized computetst it has identified the suspect who is said to be in hiding. He has not
notebooks and audio and video recording equipment. The journalist hasen namedOther information: The Chairman of the Memorial
been reportedly charged with ‘high treason’ and ‘espionage’, and €entre, Oleg Orlov, is on trial on charge of slander against the Chechen
found guilty could face up to twenty years in prison. According to th@resident. Reports say that in a statement, Orlov suggested that the
Novy Region’s director, Vardarian had recently focused his articles orChechen president was responsible for the death of Natalia Estemirova.

international politics, instead of maters to do with PMR. In convicted, Orlov could face up to three years in prison. (RAN 28/09 —
16 July 2009; Update #1 — 23 July 2009)
Threat Stanislav MARKEL OV and Anastasiya BABUROVA (f): lawyer and

*Staff at Ziarul de Garda: Journalists at th&iarul de Garda newspaper, journalist for the independent newspaNevaya Gazeta, were shot dead
have reportedly been threatened after the publication of a series of aiti-a Moscow street on 20 January 2009. They were attacked as they left a
cles on a case of alleged corruption at the National Railway Companymness conference at the Independent Press Centre. Markelov, a humar
Chisinau. The pieces were published in the issues of 26 November, 3 aights lawyer who had also worked fovaya Gazeta and had repre-
10 December 2009. Soon after, the authors of the articles and their fasénted the journalist Anna Politkovskaya before she herself had been
lies, as well as the other staff members of the newspaper, reportedlysassinated in October 2006 (see below). Markelov had, just hours
received phone and written threats. The threats are being investigateddefore his killing, issued a statement protesting the early release of a
the authorities. Russian army officer who had been convicted in 2003 for the murder of a
Chechen girl. He represented victims of human rights abuses, including
the families of Chechens who have disappeared. Anastasiya Baburova

RUSSIA was walking alongside Markelov when he was shot. She reportedly
. ] o . attempted to apprehend the gunman, but was herself shot in the head, anc
Killed - investigation/trial under way later died in hospital. Baburova had joindvaya Gazeta in October

Maksharip AUSHEV: Activist and former owner of the website 2008 and had been researching neo-Nazism and race motivated crimes in
Ingushetia.org was shot dead while in his car, in the North CaucasuRussia.lnvestigation into murder: On 5 November 2009 a Russian
region of Kabardino-Balkaria, on 25 October 2009. Aushev became thevestigative Committee charged Nikita Tikhonov (29) and Yevgenia
head oflngushetia.org after journalist and lawyer Magomed Yevloyev Khasis (24), with Markelov and Baburova’s murder. Unconfirmed
was killed, in August 2008 (see below for more on Yevloyev's case). Ireports say that both people were members of the Russian National
recent months Aushev joined a team of experts working for Russialdnion, radical group that has been banned in the country. In late
Human Rights Ombudsman. There are reports that in September 200Bebruary 2010, it was reported that Tikhonov has been charged with Part
group of unknown individuals attempted to kidnap AusAsiard: On 8 2 of Article 105 of the Russian Criminal Code, for murder under political
December 2009, Aushev was posthumously awarded the Russiand ideological enmity. (RAN 07/09 — 2 January 2009)

Federation’s human rights ombudsman’s medal. The authorities afena Politkovskaya (f): leading journalist and author. Shot dead in the
investigating the case. elevator of her apartment on 7 October 2006. A journalist who covered



the war in Chechnya, Politkovskaya had been receiving threats sintkagomed YEVLOYEV: owner of the opposition website
1999 after she wrote articles claiming that the Russian armed forces hadushetiya.ru. Was arrested on 31 August 2008 as he disembarked from
committed human rights abuses in Chechnya. Despite these threats aheairplane at Manas airport in Ingushetia’s capital, Nazran, and died
continued to write and in 2003 publishédDirty War: A Russian from a gunshot wound to the head, inflicted as he was being driven in a
Reporter in Chechnya. She was also a co-contributorA Small Corner police van from the airport. Police claimed that the death was accidental
of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya, published in 2003. Her most recent and that a policeman’s firearm had accidentally fired as Yevloyev had
book, published in 2006, wéitin’s Wer: Lifein A Failing Democracy. lunged at the officer in an attempt to resist arrest. However, relatives and
In 2002 Politkovskaya was one of the few outsiders allowed into thethers believe that that it was deliberately aimed at causing fear and intim-
Moscow theatre in an attempt to negotiate with Chechen rebels tigation, and to force a split between civil and human rights groups.
release of hundreds of hostages. In 2004, she fell seriously ill as sBackground: The website has been fiercely critical of the Ingushetian
attempted to fly to Beslan to cover the hostage crisis there, leadingleadership, and so concerns have been voiced that Yevloyev may have
speculation that she had been deliberately poisoned to stop her friwen assassinatddgushetiya.ru is known as a reliable source of infor-
reporting on the crisis. Politkovskaya was the winner of numerous intemation on issues including corruption, human rights abuses, poverty and
national awards for her courage, including the 2004 Olaf Palme Awarchemployment, as well as anti-government protests. The website has
that was set up by the family of the murdered Swedish prime ministesuffered several attempts to close it down. Most recently a June 2008
The prize was given to Politkovskaya to honour her work for the “lon@panning order issued for “inciting ethnic hatred” and distributing
battle for human rights in Russid'hvestigation into murder: On 27  “extremist” materials was upheld by a district court in Moscow. On 22
August 2007, the prosecutor general announced that ten suspects Aadust 2008, Yevloyev had posted a statement on his website accusing
been arrested in connection with the murder including Chechen crimzyazikov and the Ingushetian Interior Minister Musa Medov of
nals, former and serving members of the Russian Federal Securitgleashing “a civil war against the Ingushetian people”, adding that “all
Services and police forces. A statement that the killing had been mastattempts undertaken by Zyazkivov and Medov are futilevestigation:
minded by Russians living overseas, was greeted with some scepticishhe first investigation lead by the Russian prosecutor general’s office
Questions surround the timing of the announcement (almost a year frmoncluded that Yevloyev's death was an accident. The then Ingush
Politkovskaya’'s death), and reports that suspects had been beatemmiaister of interior held responsible for the death has since been trans-
confess and other irregularities. International monitors have voicddrred to Moscow to a higher ranking positi@avernment’ responseto
concerns about lack of transparency in the proceedings and conflictitige UN: In May 2009 the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression
statements that could undermine the investigation. On 12 May 2008 thed Opinion of the United Nations (UN), published his report, including
Investigative Committee at Russia’s Prosecutor-General's Officeommunications transmitted to the Ingushetian government on
announced that the Chechen Rustam Makhmudov had been chargedénloyev’s case, and the responses received. According to these
absentia with murdering Politkovskaya. An international warrant for hisesponses, on 31 August 2008 officers of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
arrest was issued. Afterwards, on 18 June 2008, the InvestigatioéIngushetia, took Yevloyev into custody by force, under the instructions
Committee announced that it had charged three men, a former polickthe investigator of the Nazran internal affairs office, because he had
officer with the Moscow Directorate for Combating Organised Crimeignored the summons issued by the investigator. Yevloyev was due to be
and two ethnic Chechen brothers. There are two other investigatiogsestioned as witness. According to the testimony of the officer who fired
opened, one in which the suspect remains in absentia, and another itht® shot that caused Yevloyev's death, he, the officer, was looking out of
the intellectual authors of the crime. The case was sent to Moscdte window in the car while on the way to the Nazran internal affairs
District Military Court on 2 October 2008, allegedly because It containeffice. The officer believed that the vehicle might be attacked, and so he
classified material and an officer of the Federal Security Service (FSB)hiad his pistol cocked, ready to fire. As he heard another officer cry out,
involved in the case. However, according to the Chief Investigator ithe officer turned in Yevloyev’s direction. At this point in time, Yevloyev
charge of the case, this FSB officer is not directly charged witimoved forward and his head came into contact with the pistol, and the
Politkovskaya’s murder, but with abuse of office and extortion, and wilbistol went off’. The government response, dated 29 September 2008,
be tried with the three other suspects because of his previous associatitates that an investigation was instituted under Article 109, paragraph 2
with them.Trial: On 17 November 2008 the trial on Politkovskaya'sof the Criminal Code, for ‘negligent homicide owing to the improper
murder started and was opened to the media and the public. Howewdischarge by a person of his professional duties’. Other possibilities are
two days later as the jurors refuse to attend the courtroom together wélso being considered by the Office of the Prosecutor, including that
the media, the judge decided that the trial will be held at closed doorgevioyev's death was connected with his public activities. The official
There were suspicions among Politkovskaya'’s colleagues who referrezsponse to the UN also points out that Yevloyev was a staunch critic of
to the trial as a ‘farce’ as the main authors of the crime are not in thiee Ingushetian president and of the federal centre policy, and expressed
dock. On 19 February 2009, the men accused of assistirfgs views on his websiiegushetiya.ru. This site made use of a number of
Politkovskaya’s murder were acquitted by a twelve-member jury for lac&pposition organisations, some of them with extremist views. Under the
of proof in the evidence provided by the investigation. After prosecutorequest made by the prosecutor of Ingushetia, on 12 August 2008, the
appealed the non-guilty verdict, the Supreme Court overturned this dedecision to closéngushetiya.ru was upheld. The government’s response
sion and ordered a retridgecent developments. On 3 September 2009 finally mentions that the reason for Yevloyev having to testify, was that
the Supreme Court returned the case to Russia’s General Prosecutortifier Procurator instituted criminal proceedings against him in connection
further investigation on the men suspected of involvement on the jouwith an explosion near the home of the Director of the Monitoring
nalist's murder. In this way, the Supreme Court upheld a demand froBepartment of the Administration of the President of Ingushégialict:

Ana Politkovskaya’s family to the previous outcome for a retrialOn 14 December 2009, a Russian police officer was convicted of negli-
Honorary member: PEN Canada gent homicide for Yevloyev’s death, and was sentenced to two years i3
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law security prison. The editor’s family announced they will appeal the .

verdict as they are certain the officer shot him delibera&y informa- ~ On trial

tion: On 2 March 2010, Ingushetia’s Supreme Court decided to releagdexander ANDRONY UK: Editor-in-chief of the independent weekly

the Russian officer convicted with Yevloyev’s killing. His two-year prisonnewspapeArzamasskie Vesti, was reportedly detained on 1 July 2009,
term was replaced by a two-year ‘restriction of freedom’ term, whatinder suspicion of extorting a gypsum factory into paying a subscription
means that during that time he is not allowed to leave the town or to attetadhis newspaper, so as not to publish information that could damage the
mass gatherings, to change his address or his work place, among otfzetory’s reputation. However, Andronyuk’s deputy editor stated that the

restrictions. (RAN 42/08 — 3 September 2008). newspaper had had good business relations with the factory for many
. . years. Arzamasskie \Vesti is said to be known for its exposés on local offi-
Killed: motive unknown cials, and that the newspaper was the first to publish a scandal involving a

*Konstantin POPOV: Journalist for the weeklJomskaya Nedelya, was  leader of the United Russia party. The editor’s wife reported that on 22
reportedly brutally beaten while in police custody in Tomsk, Siberia, on Becember 2009, Andronyuk was attacked and injured with a knife by an
January 2010. Reports say that on that day, Popov was found under timédentified person, but that they decided not to report the incident as it
influence of alcohol and was taken to sober up t the police station, wheveuld not have helped. In December 2009, a court in the city of
the beating occurred. He spent two weeks in coma in a hospital, whereArzamas, sentenced Andronyuk to five year in a correctional labour
died on 20 January. The officer who allegedly was responsible faamp on charges of extortion. Colleagues report that there we no direct

attacking Popov has been reportedly arrested. evidence to prove the editor’s guilt. A high standing court in Nizhny
. . Novgorod upheld the guilty verdict in February 2010, but imposed a
Imprisoned - Investigation suspended five-year sentence with a three-year probation pead.

Irek MURTAZIN: Internet writer and former press secretary to the pressharges: In March 2010, another criminal case for ‘libel’ was filed
ident of the Republic of Tatarstan, was sentenced to twenty-one montgainst Andronyuk. This case was initiated by the head of the water
in prison by the Kirov district court of Kazan, capital of Tatarstan, on 28upply company, who was allegedly mentioned in an article as having
November 2009. Murtazin was convicted under charges of defamatigmegularly seized the said company.
and instigating hatred and hostility. The trial stemmed from Murtazin'dladira | SAYEVA (f), Timur Magomayev, Artur Mamayev, Magomed
bookMintimer Shaimiyev: The Last President of Tatarstan, published in  Magomedov andBiyakai Magomedov: Editor-in-chief of the indepen-
2007. It is said that the authorities only paid attention to the book afteent weeklyChernovik, based in the southern republic of Dagestan, and
Murtazin posted on his blog the erroneous news that Tatar Presideaporters for the same publication, have been charged with incitement of
Shaimiyev had died while on holiday in Turkey in September 2008. Theatred and demeaning the honour of law enforcement officials as a ‘social
news were refuted soon after, but Murtazin was summoned to the progesup’. The charges are said to be linked with an article published on 4
cutor’s office for questioning; afterwards his home was searched and Kisly 2008 quoting one of the leaders of the 'Boyevikis’ (‘independence
computer and notebooks seized. The author was formally charged onfighters’). In a press release, the office of the general prosecutor stated that
December 2008; and later that month, Murtazin was attacked in his dhe article “depicts disbanded terrorist groups in Dagestan as well-organ-
by two unknown individuals. ised political power, presents terrorists as heroes and encourages leaders t
Anatoly SARDAYEV: editor in chief of the weeklyMordoviya  believe in the necessity of violent change of the constitutional regime in
Segodnya (Mordoviya Today) based in the city of Saransk, the capital of Russia”. Earlier, the regional prosecutor in Dagestan, issued a warning that
the Central Russian Republic of Mordoviya. Sentenced on 29 June 20@i¢ newspaper had violated anti-extremism legislation. On 18 July 2008
for embezzlement and misuse of funds when he was head of ttie Chernovik weekly allegedly challenged the prosecutor’s warning
Mordoviya postal service in 2004. Given ‘& year sentence, and a fine before a court, but no hearing was been scheduled. on 26 August 2008 the
of around US$ 4,000. However colleagues and press freedom monitéremes of the four reporters, Isayeva’s and thahenovik's founder
are concerned that the sentence may be a means of punishing his néddtsadzhimurad Kamalov were searched by investigators with the local
paper for critical reports on the local authorities. Specifically an articlprosecutor’s office and officers with the Criminal Investigation department
that carried a survey of public opinion polls published in April 2007 thabf Dagestan’s Interior Ministry. The investigators seized a computer,
said that the majority of Russians consider law officers with distrust armboks, and electronic files allegedly looking for signs of extremism. The
that 46% of respondents would consider resisting a soldier’s orderay after the search, a spokesperson of the general prosecutor’s office
Sardayev’s supporters also point to a number of instances since eastgted that it had been established that the authors of the newspaper’s arti-
2004 when Sardayev and others working for his paper have beeles may have published them in co-authorship. On the same day, 27
harassed and charged on what they claim to be spurious grounds. August 2008, Isayeva reportedly received a notice from the Investigative
*Galina YABLOKOVA (f) and Alexei YABLOKOV: Founder of the Committee at the Dagestan prosecutor’s office, telling her that she had to
newspapeitvanovo-Press and head of the company IvPress, and jourundergo a psychological analysis. Isayeva was initially investigated and
nalist of the newspaper, respectively, were arrested by officers of tiekarged, and the other reporters were included in the case in late 2009. On
Ministry of the Interior on 27 January 2010. They were charged with5 June 2009, a lawsuit was filed against the we€kigrnovik in
‘commercial bribery by an organised group’ under Article 204 of thédagestan’s Supreme Court. The case was filed by the state’s media regu-
Russian Criminal Code. Reports say that the agency investigating tla¢or, who demanded for the closure of the weekly for publishing alleged
case, has recording of Yablokova conducting negotiations with clienextremist statements. Reports say that the case is linked to articles
who would pay money for publishing articles against some individualgublished in 2008 which allegedly incited hatred of regional enforcement
and organisations. The first article is said to have been publishedagenciesNew information: In January 2010 the trial against the editor
January 2010, and Yablokova was allegedly arrested after receiving thed journalists begun. Isayeva faces up to five years in prison as the editor
money as compensation for publishing that piece. of the weekly, and the reporters face up to two years.



*Yekaterina LAZAREVA (f): Journalist for the news agendRU.ru, is  editor was questioned after a businessman, who is also a member of the
on trial on for libel under Article 129 of the Criminal Code, since AprilState Duma’s United Russia party, filed a complaint for extortion.
2010. The charges were brought by the former mayor of the Kurgakccording to the businessman, Salov demanded money for not
region, after the publication of critical articles in tow different websitespublishing compromising information. The editor was later released
Rurgan.ru and Kompromat.ru, in April 2009. According to Lazareva, from detention without any charges.
these other websites used parts of texts she published in Uru.ru, but
included comments and speculations that she did not author in her orfftacked
inal piece. *Salimzhan GAISIN: Journalist and editor of the newspap@gni

*Sergei MIKHAYLOV: Founder of the newspapeistok (Page) and Povolzhya, reportedly suffered an arson attack when his house was
member of the regional parliament of the Russian Altai Republic, hdsirned down on 15 June 2010. Some of Gaisin’s relatives were in the
been reportedly charged with defamation and inciting ethnic hatred, lrouse when the attack occurred; his daughter sustained burns. Gaisin had
May 2010. According to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)published a number of articles critical of alleged corrupt officers from the
the charge of defamation is linked to an article printedistok a year local administration in the city of Marks, Saratov region. The journalists
earlier, that was criticalof the Altai authorities regarding the liquidatiorand his colleagues believe that the attack is linked to these articles and
of an outdoor market in Gorno-Altais, Altai’s capital city. The secondhey have asked the authorities to consider this while investigating the
charge, is related to a placard with an ultranationalist symbol thatcident. In 2008, Gaisin was found guilty of slander for criticising a
Mikhaylov allegedly carried in February. Saratov Duma Deputy, and was sentenced to 180 hours of correctional
Rimma URAZBAKHTINA (f): journalist for the newspap€&has Pik labour.

Na Magistrali. In May 2009 it was reported that Andrei Nazarov, whbArkadi LANDER: Editor-in-chief of the newspapévlestnaya, was
represents the Republic of Bashkortostan in the State Duma, has brougggortedly brutally beaten by two unidentified men in Sochi, south of the
a case against Urazbakhtina, for an article published on the Mediakorsetintry, on 26 April 2010. Lander, age 62, was returning to his flat when
website, that he says is slanderous. The article is said to have accuseimen hit him repeatedly with metal bars. The attackers did not take
Nazarov of being openly critical of the Bashkortostyan Prime Ministeany of Lander’s belongings. The editor reportedly believes that the attack
Rail Sarbayev, accusing him of involvement some years before in theas linked to his work. He stated that the newspaper is distributed in
assassination of a prosecutor. Nazarov claims the article not only bel8echi free of charge, and that it has covered the latest March local elec-
tled himself, but also the United Russia party of which he is a membeions, from a pro-opposition point of view.

She is likely to be tried for slander under Article 129 of the RussiaRavel NETUPSKY: Journalist for the internet news skentanka.ru,
Criminal Code and could be imprisoned for 18 months if convicted. PENas reportedly attacked in St. Petersburg on 16 May 2010. The journalist
is seeking an update on this triBtevioustrial: Faced charges in late was on his way home when an indentified man beat him on the head,
2007 linked to an article deemed to harm the “honour and dignity” of antil a neighbour appeared scaring the attacker who ran away with an

judge. Acquitted in September 2008. accomplice who was standing nearby. Reports say that Netupsky
o received threats linked to his journalistic work and that he had suffered
Judicial Concern similar violent assaults in two previous occasions.

Boris STOMAKHIN: contributor toRadikalnaya Politika and the *Vasily POPOK: Journalist based in Topki, Kemerovo region, eastern
Chechen rebel-run website Kav-Kaz Centre. Sentenced to five yearsMimscow. His house was burned down on 6 March 2010. The journalist
prison on charges of inciting ethnic hatred and supporting terrorism awas rescued by his neighbours and he was not hurt. He believes that the
20 November 2006. Prosecuting authorities state that his articles calladson attack is directly linked to his journalism. According to the local
for “destroying of the Russian people as a nation”. He has been imprigaion of journalists this is not the first time Popok’s life is in danger. The
oned since his arrest on 22 March 2006 when he fell from a Moscoawuthorities are investigating the case

window in an attempt to escape police. It is thought he suffered a frac-

tured spine and damage to his knee. He was first held in a prisonfi@rassed

Moscow, then transferred on 25 June 2007 to another in Nizhrgrapil SHOVHALOV and Abdulla DUDUEVA: Editor and deputy
Novgorod, some 400 km from the capital. The charges relate to an artieditor, respectively, of the magaziBesh, were reportedly questioned
published in 2003 following a complaint that the newspaper wabBy armed men in Ingushetia on 9 March 2010. The editors were returning
published by “Chechen radicals”. Stomakhin fled Moscow but returnefiiom Pliyevo, a village where they covered a rally demanding the release
after an unsuccessful appeal for asylum in UkreiieN Position: PEN  of a kidnapped person. They were on their way to interview the president
understands that many of the articles do call for violence and justifyf Ingushetia when a group of armed men stopped them and demanded to
terrorist acts such as the seizure of the theatre in Moscow in late 20@2e their identification cards. The men threatened the journalists to take
Stomakhin, in his defence, states that his comments were simply opthem to the police station to verify their documents; however Shovhalov
ions and not calls for action and a number of NGOS have called for hasid Dudueva refused to go with the officers as they themselves refused to
release, referring to his writings as while being on the one hand “outrprovide with any document and because their car did not have number
geous”, on the other they do not directly incite violence. PEN is currentilates. Shovhalov managed to make a phone call to his colleagues from

reviewing the case. Dosh to whom he told what was going on with both editors, before his
. . mobile was taken away from him. Both editors were released afterwards.
Brief detention Reports say that the fact that the journalist sent that early warning to their

*Alexel SALOV: Editor of the weekly publicatioArgumenty Nedeli, was  colleagues lead to a chain reaction as the news were spread instantly in
reportedly summoned for questioning to the city police departmerthe local and national media, and that this might have contributed to their
against economic crime and was briefly detained on 12 May 2010. Thelease. 75
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Case closed
Arseny MAKHLOV: Founder of the independent newspapgornik,

believes that there may be prisoners of conscience among this group, and
as of December 2007, was still researching the legal documentation that
led to the decision. The cases listed below are those that have been

is reportedly facing charges of ‘bribery’, after the daily published articlebrought to International PEN's attention as possibly being among those

on alleged corruption implicating local officials. He was arrested on 3@rongly convicted. It is seeking clarification of the chargesto enableit to
March 2009, charged and released on 1 April, awaiting a criminal invekeld an informed opinion on these concerns

tigation. If convicted he faces up to eight years in prison. The police . L

claimed that Makhlov attempted to bribe a transit officer to avoid 4mprisoned - Investigation

breathalyzer test. However, Makhlov said that two plainclothes officeidavier SALUTREGI: sub-editor for ‘Egin’, that was forcibly closed in
from the Kaliningrad’s Department of Economic Crimes approached hirh998 by a court order, which was subsequently lifted in 1999. ‘Egin’ was
while he was getting into his home, pointed to 50 Euros on the contratcused of printing coded messages for ETA and thus supporting
panel of the car, and accused him of bribing the officer. If found guilt§terrorism”. Salutregi was charted alongside Teresa Toda and 15 admin
Makhlov could face up to eight years in prison. Previously, in 2008taff of the newspaper. Salutregi was Arrested on 22 July 1998 and freed
Makhlov was attacked after the newspaper published an article regardiog 150,000 bail on 20 Newmber 1998,aduced to 6000 in December

a private company acquiring a landmark building illegally. No further1999. He received - year sentence on 19 December 2007 on charges

information. Case closed.

SERBIA

Threat

of membership of an armed organisation, and was arrested on 30
November 2007 to start serving his sentence. The sentence was subse
quently reduced to seven years and six months. On 3 July 2008 he was
released on bail from the Picassent prison, reportedly on health grounds.
However he was re-arrested in April 2009 and remains in prison. He is
expected to be released at the end of 2014.

*Rastko POCESTA:! Internet writer, has been reportedly receiving threatsrer e TODA (f): (dob 1950) journalist and sub-editor fé&gin' that

since he posted comments on his blog and Facebook site. It was repo
on April 2010 that Pocesta presented himself on the internet as an aj;

forcibly closed in 1998 by a court order, which was subsequently
d in 1999. ‘Egin’ was accused of printing coded messages for ETA

liberal and pro-American defender of human rights. He is said to havg,q thus supporting “terrorism”. Charged alongside Teresa Toda was

police protection due to the threats.
Death threat

*Milos VASIC: Journalist for the weeklyreme, based in Belgrade,
Serbia’s capital, has reportedly received a death threat in late July 20

The threat was allegedly made via a letter to the daibs Srpske in

Javier Salutregi (see above) and 15 admin staff of the newspaper. Toda

was arrested on 19 September 1998 apeldfron bail of 6000 that day.

She received a ten year sentence on 19 December 2007 and was impris:

@ged on conviction of co-operating with an armed organisation. Her
ntence was reduced to six years in prison in April 2009. She remains

detained in Salamanca prisétofessional background: Teresa Toda is

Bosnia Herzegovina, signed by a self-proclaimed leader of the Serbignsoarg Member of the Basque PEN Centre. Born in Brazil into a diplo-
Chetnik Movement in Vojvodina. On the same day, a telegram was sgfjbyic family she lived in North and South America and the UK before

to Gras Srpske, in which condolences were offered for Vasic's death.

SPAIN

On 19 December 2007 the sentences were announced against over 60
people accused on charges of terrorism for their alleged support and
activities for the Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) a Basque armed sepa-
ratist group, which concluded with 47 convictions of between two and
twenty years in prison. Among them are a number of journalists and
writers, including those working for the Basgue newspaper ‘Egin’. The
trial started in November 2005, lasting sixteen months, and took placein
Madrid, 400 or 500 kilometers away from the homes of the accused.
During that time the accused were required to attend the court hearings,
even if they were not involved in the case that was on trial in a specific
day. Thetrial itself was based on an 8-year inquiry carried out by judge
Baltasar Garzon, a leading member of Spain’s anti-terrorism group. The
convictions relate to a number of different cases that were brought
together for trial in one court. (The Egunkaria case, see below, was orig-
inally among this group, but subsequently tried separately). Garzon
concluded that ETA was formed not only of armed cells, but also through
a network of political, financial and media groups. Some of the defen-
dants were detained following the sentencings, and others freed pending
appeal. There are concerns that some of those convictions may be in
breach of international standards safeguarding the right to freedom of
expression and association. Amnesty International has stated that it

going to Spain where she became a correspondeigiioin 1984. She
then moved to the Basque region to work for a trade union publication,
taking leave of absence froRgin in 1998, and unable to return when it
was closed down. She is known for her anti-Franco and left wing
activism for which she was expelled from university.

On Trial

Asier VELEZ DE MENDIZABAL: Reporter for the dailara, is on

trial on charges of ‘complicity in disturbing public order’ under article 20
of the criminal code, reportedly for covering a demonstration in Irufiea,
Pamplona, which took place on 17 June 2008. The protest against the
suspension of the activities of a political party in the Irufiea City Hall.
Once the news of the suspension was made public, members of the party
turned up at the City Hall and apparently some attempted to force them-
selves into the premises, but were removed by municipal officers. Velez
de Mendizaval and a photographer of the newspaper were covering this
protest. On 3 November 2008, eleven people were charged for these
ewents, including Velez de Mendizaval and the photographer. The prose-
cutor requested a five-month term in prison for the journalist and the
photographer. The trial was expected to start in March 2009. PEN is
seeking an update.

Released

Xabier OLEAGA, Fr. Txema AUZMENDI, Martxelo OTAMENDI,
Juan Mari TORREALDAI, Ifiaki URIA,: in February 2003, a number



of journalists and others associated with the Basque language newspapaliamentary Human Rights Commission reported that there was negli-
‘Euskaldunon Egunkaria’ were arrested under anti-terror legislation argénce and lack of coordination on the part of the security services that led
subsequently freed to face trial under accusation of being financed atoda failure to prevent the murder. As of June 2010, three people,
directed by Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) and used by the organisatimetliuding Samast, remain in detained and on trial for their involvement.
for money laundering. There was widespread condemnation of theuropean Court on Human Rights Application: The European Court
charges as being without foundation. A number of those arrested claimea Human Rights is considering five applications under the right to life,
to have been ill-treated while in custody. The trials against seven of thige right to effectiveHonorary Member: Belgium (FI), England, and
detainees opened on 13 February 2006 yet on 14 December 2006 wway
Public Prosecutor’s Office requested the First Section of the Criminal, L
Division of the Spanish National Court to drop the case againdfilled/ Investigation
Euskaldunon Egunkaria, arguing that the indictment was “very weak¥etin ALATAS: the 34-year-old journalist, working fézadiya \Welat
and “insufficient” to prove a link between the newspaper and ETA. Théaily newspaper published in Kurdish, was found dead, hanged in a tree
Attorney General has also now retracted the original view thah the Hadirli district of Adana in the predominantly Kurdish region of
Euskaldunon Egunkaria formed “part of a violent organisation”, and nowouth-eastern Turkey on 4 April 2010. Nobody had heard from Alatas
asserts that “there is no indication that the newspaper [nor] the accusdce he had gone to the district and distributed copies of the daily on 3
have either complemented or lent their political support to the actions” éfpril 2010. Sevahir Bayindir, MP of the Peace and Democracy Party
ETA. The Public Prosecutor’s case against the newspaper was clos@@DP) in Sirnak (south-eastern Turkey), has brought the suspicious death
However a private prosecution standisial: The trial against the five of Metin Alatas to parliament.
defendants, involving the closing down Bfunkaria, started on 15 . .
December 2009, at the Spanish National Criminal Court. On thé&fprisoned Main Case
hearing, the fivéegunkaria staff testified. On 16 December, it was the Muharrem Erbey
turn of members of the Spanish Police to give their testimony. Th@.0.b.: 1970 Profession: human rights lawyer and writerDate of
continuation of the trial was scheduled for 12 January 2010. If founarrest: 24 December 200Sentence: not yet sentenceetails: On 24
guilty, the defendants could be sentenced from twelve to fifteen yearsecember 2009, human rights lawyer, writer and PEN Turkey member
prison and a further fourteen or fifteen-year ban from practicing joutMuharrem Erbey was arrested in Diyabakir, south eastern Turkey. He
nalism. New information: On 12 April 2010, the Spanish National was among 80 people arrested on accusation of having links with an
Criminal Court has acquitted the five defendants in this trial for absenceganisation said to be affiliate to the banned Kurdistan Workers Party
of proof, and has concluded that there was no basis for the closure of {R&K). Muharrem Erbey is a highly respected human rights lawyer, and
newspapeiEgunkaria. All are Honorary Members of the English Vice President of the Human Rights Association (IHD) who has
PEN Centre conducted research into disappearances and extra-judicial killings in and
around the Diyabakir region. Muharrem Erbey is a lawyer who has since
the late 1990s worked on human rights issues for which he has gained

TURKEY international respect. He has represented a number of individuals whose
. } cases have come to the European Court on Human Rights. In 2008 he
Killed: Trial under way became Vice President of the IHD, one of Turkey's most reputable

Hrant DINK: editor of the Armenian languadgos magazine. Killed human rights associations. He is also President of the Diyabakir Branch
outside his office in Istanbul by an assassin on 19 January 2007. Hithe IHD.Charges: According to reports, members of the Anti-Terror
murder sparked mass marches with protestors carrying banners sayt of the Diyabakir Security Directorate took Erbey from his home in
“We are all Armenians”, “We are all Hrant Dink” and “301 Murderer”. the early hours of 24 December 2009. Erbey is charged under Article
Dink was one of the few persons to be convicted under Article 301 of tf#20/6 of the Penal Code with “membership of an illegal organisation”,
Penal Code, accused of “insulting Turkishness” for his writings on ththe Kurdistan Democratic Confederation (KCK), said to be affiliated to
Armenian genocide. In October 2005 he was given a six montthe banned Kurdish Workers Party (PKR)ace of detention: Diyabakir
suspended sentence for a 2004 article entitled “The Armenian IdentityD. Type Prison.Possible reasons for arrest: Commentators have
Dink’s murder has sparked debate on revision or repeal of Article 30feferred to recent visits by Erbey to various European parliaments,
which many believe marked Dink out as a target for ultra nationalistéacluding in Sweden, Belgium and the UK, where he spoke on Kurdish
Threats. Following Dink’'s murder it has been revealed that he hadights. He had also participated in a Kurdish film festival staged in Italy
informed and warned the authorities about the plans to kill him but was late 2009. In September 2009 he had taken part in a workshop on
not taken seriously. Following the murder, a number of other writers anmdinority rights in Diyabakir. At the time of his arrest, the offices of the
journalists were allegedly put on extremist “death lists” and placed undéfiD were searched and documentation seized, including archives on
police protectionTrial: 17-year-old Ogun Samast was arrested on accuserious human rights violations over the past two decades, including
sation of manslaughter, affiliation to an armed group and possessionasfra judicial killings and disappearanc&ther details: Erbey’s collec-
illegal firearms. In March 2007 it was reported that 30 people had be&on of short storiesMy Father, Aharon Usta, is due to be published
interrogated in connection with Dink’s murder, 20 of whom were subseshortly. In 2007 he was a co-editor of a collection of Turkish and Kurdish
quently brought to trial that opened in July 2007 and is still ongoing. Aanguage stories by 35 authors, distributed by the Diyabakir Metropolitan
separate investigation was opened into 8 police accused of “derelictionMfinicipality free to local people. The Mayor who organised the publica-
duty” following claims that they had been warned several times thdibn was subsequently brought to trial under a law that prohibited the use
Dink was in danger. One of them in particular is accused of failing tof the Kurdish alphabet (since annulled). Erbey defended the Mayor who
pass on information of a plot to kill Dink. In July 2008, the Turkishwas subsequent acquitted, and after Erbey had gathered 300 writé#’
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signatures against the court hearing. Another short story collectiothrahim CICEK, Bayram NAMAZ, Sedat SENOGLU, Ziya
Missing Pedigree was published in 2004. He has written many articles otJLUSOY: editor in chief, journalist, journalist, journalist, deputy editor
culture, children’s and human rights that have appeared in arts aadd journalist respectively for the newspapéitim: Arrested under
culture magazines, newspapers and websites. He is a member of PEilicle 6 of the Anti Terror Law on 10 September 2006. Trial proceed-

Turkey and the Kurdish Writers’ Association. ings against them opened on 13 April 2007. Accused of being members
Place of detention: Diyabakir D Type Prison of the Marxist Leninist Communist Party (MKLP) deemed to be a

. o terrorist organisation. Concerns centre on the non-disclosure by the
Imprisoned Investigation cases authorities of the reasons for their arrest. The first trial itself was marked

Bedri ADANIR: owner of the Aram Publishing House and representaby clashes between supporters and police, during which tear gas was
tive of Hawar newspaper. Arrested on 5 January 2010 on charges undesed. Also among those detained-issun Erdogan (f) a radio jour-
Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law for publishin@n Cultureand Arts, a  nalist. At a hearing held on 26 October 2007 at the Istanbul 10th Heavy
collection of speeches by the leader of the banned Kurdish Workemenal Court, there were protests when it was announced that all the
Paty (PKK), Abdullah Ocalan. The book is said to refer to Ocalan adefendants in this case would continue to be held in pre-trial
“chairman” and PKK members as “guerillas” and “martyrs”. He isdetention.Their lawyers complained that they had not received the
accused of “spreading propaganda for an illegal organisation”. Thevidence against their clients, as the information on them had been clas-
publishing house had originally been raided in October 2008 and chargaBed as secret. Namaz and Senoglu, held in Edirne F Type Prison and
made against Adanir in May 2009. However Adanir has been out of tligicek and Ulusoy in Tekirdeg F Type Prison, as of December 2008. As
country, and was arrested on his return from Iraqgi Kurdistan. Initially hef June 2010, believed still detained.
faced three separate trials, but these have now been merged into one. Rl DEMIRKAYA: journalist for the Dicle News Agency. Sentenced
relates to the book, the other two to articles he wrote for his newspaptr.six years and three months in prison under Article 314/2 of the Penal
The first hearing was held on 25 February 2010. He was ordered @mde — “assisting and harbouring an illegal organisatiddharges:
remain detained due to the “quality of the crimes” he is accused of. Hicused of having met with PKK officials in Tunceli in fall 2005 and
publishing house is described by the authorities as an outlet for PKddving them a lap top computer and CBancerns: His lawyers as well
publications. He faces 31 years in prisbipdate: In the hearing on 6 as free expression groups say that the sentence is unsound, being base
May 2010, the prosecutor stated that 38 books were confiscated in a raidy on the statement of one informant. It is also claimed that at the time
on the publishing house on 14 September 2008 which were either banmédhe alleged offence, Demirkaya was several hundreds of miles away,
or decided to be seized. The prosecutor furthermore claimed a four coemtrolling at a university course near Izmir, information that was backed
charge of “propaganda for an illegal organization” based on articles ang by police in Izmir.Place of Detention: Malatya PrisonOther:
contents published in May 2009. The prosecutor demanded a seven colimelve others were tried with Demirkaya. One of them, the alleged
sentence for Adanir according to article 7/2 of the Anti-Terror Lawnformant received a life sentence. Four were freed.
(TMY) and punishment under allegations of “committing a crime orHatice DUMAN: referred to as a journalist working fatilim as being
behalf of a terrorist organization without being a member of the organitletained as of May 2007 under Anti-Terror Laws. Arrested with a
zation” based on articles 314/3 and 220/6 of the Turkish Criminal Codmimber of others, since released, on the charge of “being members of the
plus article 5 of the TMY related to an increase of the penalty. IMarxist Leninist Communist Party (MLKP)”. Hatice Duman is still in
summary, Adanir faces prison sentences of up to 50 years. Gebze Special Type Prison as of December 2008. PEN is seeking an
Murad AKINCILAR: writer, academic and member of “Free update.
University”. Aincilar has numerous published articles in periodicals ant¥l ustafa GOK : journalist forEkmek ve Adelet magazine. Arrested 15
compilations. He was arrested on 30 September 2009, charged withbruary 2006 and detained under Anti Terror legislation as of May 2007
“membership of a terrorist organisation” and has since been kept am the charge of “membership of an illegal terrorist organisation”. Gok is
Edirne F Type prision without trial.He was arrested for his artioclessharged under Anti Terror Law Article 7 and was said to be in Sincan F
published in a periodical namé@&emokratik Donigum. He has lost an  Type Prison as of December 2008. PEN is seeking an update.
eye and the other was damaged as a result of torture while in custody. Bedal GULER: ex-editor of Revolutionary Democracy Newspaper
reportedly needs urgent medical treatment. (Devrimic Demokrasi Gazetesi) Arrested on 25/26 December 2007 and
Seyithan AKYUZ: Adana correspondent for the Kurdish daigadiya  charged with “propaganda for an illegal organisation”, the PKK and the
Welat. Arrested on 10 December 2009, along with Diinya Radio broaddaoist Communist Party (MKP). Subsequently sentenced to 21 months
casting directorKenan Karavil, by the Anti Terror branch of the police in prison, to expire in December 2009. There are reportedly other charges
in Adana. They were reportedly held in Adana Urkgiiler Prison on 1dgainst him. In early January 2010 it was reported that he remained
December. They are accused of “membership of an illegal organisatiodétained, despite the expiry of his sentendpgdate: According to a
— the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK). Their arrest follows raids on thdianet report published 9 May 2010, Giler is now not due to be released
DIHA news agency and Ayadiya Welat Adana Correspondence thréefore 2014.
days earlier during which 24 others were arrested. Mehmet KARAASLAN: journalist for Glindem (Agenda)newspaper
*Gurbet Cakar (F): As of 10 June 2010, editorial manager of thearrested during a raid on their Mersin offices on19 April 2007. All
Kurdish-Turkish women magazine Rengé Heviya Jiné, has been in deteharged under Article 314 of the Turkish Penal Code for being members
tion for three months. A Diyarbakir court decided to extend her detenti@f an illegal organisation and Article 220/7 “helping and harbouring an
for at least 20 days. She had previously been sentenced to more than tliltegal organisation”. Te indictment was prepared seven months
years in jail. Cakar was detained under charges of “making propaganafer their arrest. Sentenced to five years in prison c. 18 March 2008.
for the PKK via the media”. The lawyer said that another trial undeKaraaslan was reported held in Mersin Prison as of December 2009.
article 7/2 of the Anti-Terror Law will be continued on 1 July 2010.



Vedat KURSUN: editor and owner ofAzadiya Welat newspaper. Soner ARIKANOGL U: Ankara correspondent f@eraf. Trial launched
Sentenced in May 2010 to a total of 166 years and six months in prisonJuly 2008 for a 24 March 2008 article on sketches found in the head-
for having published a series of articles between September 2006 ajubrters of the Workers’ Party of the Supreme Court of Appeal. The
August 2007 seen to be supporting and promoting the PKK. Convictediticle is seen to be insulting to the court, an attempt to influence a fair
under Articles 220/6 and 314/2 of the Penal Code for making propaganttal and a violation of privacy under Articles 267, 285, and 288 of the
for an illegal organisation (the PKK) and Article 7/2 of the Anti TerrorPenal Code. First hearing held at the Kadikdy Court of First Instance in
Law for sending directions to the PKK through the press. 12 years of Histanbul on 16 September 2008. Trial still under way in August 2009.
sentence relate to alleged membership of an illegal organisation, tR&N is seeking an update.

maximum sentence that can be made. The remaining sentences hsh&hmet BARANSU: journalist forTaraf 1) faces trial on charges of
been made under the anti terror law which has been applied to eacH iafulting the military” for an article that suggested an ‘Anti Reactionary
103 articles written by Kursun and seen to be PKK propaganda. Kurséan’ within the military in which he claimed that there were plans for a
was arrested in January 2009 in relation to another trial. Lawyers adefamation campaign against the ruling AKP party and the Fethullah
baffled by the sentences, pointing out that Kursun has never committ&dilen religious movement. Published in June 2008, the article is seen as
violence, only expressed his views. They will appeal the sentenca.breach of Article 301/2 of the Penal Code for public insult to the mili-
Kursun has been in detention since September 2009. tary or police, and which carries a maximum of two years in prison. The
Behdin TUNGC, Ali BULUS, Faysal TUNGC: journalists for the DIHA  prosecution has applied to the Ministry of Justice to approve the trial, as
newsagency arrested between February and April 2007 and detairreduired under revised conditions for application of Article 2)Trial

under the Anti Terror Law. Faysal and Behdin Tung are charged wittpened in September 2009 regarding an article by Baransu on an attack
“voluntarily and knowingly helping an illegal organisation”. Trial aon a PKK headquarters in Aktitiin in which 17 soldiers died. The article
opened on 10 September 2006 at the Van Heavy Penal Court. Evidencensitled ‘Written Records’ was published on 13 April 2009 and gives
said to be based on files downloaded from the internet and books seizitails of the attack, including the departure times of the aircraft that
from their homes. On 30 April 2008, Faysal Tun¢ and Behdin Tung welgombed PKK sites, when the Prime Minister and President were
sentenced (lengths of terms to be confirmed). As of December 200%ormed, and when the Chief of General Staff arrived at his headquar-
reportedly detained in Mersin Prison. ters. He is accused under Article 329/1 of the Penal Code with
Erol ZAVAR: referred to as a journalist f@dak. Reportedly tried at the *“disclosing information related to state security and political efficacy”
Ankara State Security Court No 2 on 27 June 2001 and sentencedatnd disclosing confidential information. He faces up to 10 years in
death under Article 146/1 of the Criminal Code for “attempting as @rison. Baransu argues the his article was published 6 months after the
member of the illegal resistance movement, and in accordance with tAgack and the information he used had already been made public by the
aims thereof, to overthrow the existing constitutional order by force'military. The next hearing is due 6 October 2010.

Sentenced reduced to life imprisonment. Claims to have been tortutedtaol BEHRAMOGLU: noted poet, translator and writer. Reports
Subject of a support campaign calling for him to receive proper treateceived in March 2010 that he had been charged and may face trial for
ment for bladder cancer, asthma and other problems. Said to have writtem/mments he made on the television station CNN-TUrk in January 2010
a book of poetry in prison. His lawyers have demanded his release daemed to be insulting to the governing AKP and Prime Minister
health grounds on a number of occasions, yet all applications weEgdogan. Asked to comment on the prospect of an early election, he is
rejected. Zavar has serious health problems and campaign “Erol Zavagisoted as sayind:Tayyip Erdogan has not given up his past ideas. He

Right to Live” continues. See www.erolzavar.com (in English) for docuwill use democracy as a tool aslong as it fits his interests. What | mean

ments and information on Zavar. In October 2008, Zavar’s wife stateshen | say AKP would forcefully win the electionsis that AKP would rig

that she and her two small daughters were attacked by prison guathe elections, buy out or do anything to turn it into a victory”. PEN
during a prison visit. Held in Sincan F Type Prison, Ankara, as ofurkey, the Writers Union of Turkey, the Association for Literature and

Decemer 2008. PEN is seeking an update. the Play Critics Union-Turkey have issued a joint statement in protest.
. . *|smail BESIKCI, Zeycan BALCI: sociologist and author, and editor
On Trial/Charged (not detained) respectively. Accused in June 2010 of “making propaganda for the PKK”

Irfan AKTAN, Merve EROL: both journalists are on trial, facing under the Anti Terror Law for an article published in the Contemporary
imprisonment on charges of “spreading PKK propaganda” in an articleawyer’'s Association periodical. Balci, editor of the periodical, is
for Express magazine which allegedly constituted a violation of article 7accused alongside him. The article’s title is ‘Right to Self Determination
of the Anti-Terror Act on “Spreading propaganda for an illegal organizaand the Kurds'. Both will appear at the Istanbul High Criminal Court on
tion”. Their article, entitled “Weather Conditions in the Region and ir28 July 2010. The problematic phrase in the articldigds have been
Qandil / No Solution without Fighting” contained statements from atruggling, paying a priceto have a freeland ... Kurds of Syria, Iran, and
PKK/Kongra-Gel member and a one sentence quotation from the Ozglurkey are repressed.. These States have always collaborated against the

Halk (‘Free People’) magazine. Aktan faces five years imprisonmeniurds” Besik¢i spent many years in prison in the 1990s during which
Erol a monetary fine of up fbL 20,000 ( 10,000)The third hearing of time he was a main case for International PEN.

the case was held on 5 May 2010. The case has now been postponedhiad BOGATEKIN: The editor of local Gerger Firat” newspaper

June 2010, when the un-detained defendants and their representativesadmieh is said to have a circulation of only around 200 cop)e®n trial
expected to present their defentipdate: On 4 June, the Istanbul 11th on 15 October 2008 for an article ‘Feto and Apo’ published January
High Criminal Court sentenced journalist Irfan Aktan to imprisonment 02008. Charged with insult to a public offical and attempting to influence a
one year and three months. Editorial manager Merve Erol receivedtréal. Hearing held on 5 February 2009 led to a walk out by the defence
monetary fine oL 16,000 ( 8,000)dr the article published in the 99th lawyers, claiming that they did not believe that a fair trial was possible
issue of the magazine. Aktan is presumed free on appeal. and recommended that another judge preside the case and that a?#®w
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defence counsel be provided. PEN has since learned that he subsequentiged, that he had been asked why had continued to work in the parlia-
spent 109 days in prison under this charge. On 8 March 2010, he wasnt and it had been joked that he should join the guerillas “in the moun-
sentenced to five years and five weeks in prison. He is free penditains”. The prosectution sees this as a call for violence. The case opened
appeal2) In December 2008, he was sentenced to two years in prison anmid February 2010. PEN is seeking an update.

charges of “insulting” pulbic officials for articles in his newspaper on*&rsan CELIK: journalist for the DIHA news agency. Sentenced with 26
corruption trial that led to the imprisonment of a mufti in Adiyaman forother people on 14 January 2010 to six years in prison on accusation of
having misused money collected by mosques aimed at helping the famiembership of the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) by the Malatya High
lies of seasonal workers who had lost their lives. Free on a@p€al.27  Criminal Court no 3. In march 2008 some 100 people were arrested for
October 2009, Bogatekin was sentenced in absentia to two years and tiveir alleged mewmbership of the Patriotic Democratic Youth Council
months in prison under Article 125 of the Penal Code for “insult tqPDYC) linked to the PKK. 30 were arrested of which 26 were freed after
public officials”. Relates to an article by Bogatekin published on 28vo months in pre trial detention. They were accused on the testimony of
February 2008 in which he states that a prosecutor and several pol@® man who claims to have recognised them as members (not clear who
officers had conspired to force his newspaper out of business. Desités person is). Lawyers point out that he did not recognise them at
that he had informed the court that he was in Istanbul receiving medigadevious hearings and had given incorrect names. With reference to
treatment on the day of the trial, the trial went ahead without him prese@elik, his lawyer pointed out that at the defence witness had clearly
Presumed free on apped).In February 2010, a member of the ruling stated that he knew Celik as a DIHA journalist and that he did not have
AKP party filed against against Bogatekin for an article that he sasonnections with the PDYC. He remains free on trial.

attacked his “personal rights” published in September 2009, entitled urat COSKUN: author ofLanguage of Suffering: Woman” published
‘Mercy Miro Mercy Piro”. If convicted, Bogatekin faces a fine. First by Peri Publishing House in 2002. The book contains four stories written
hearing set for 13 May 2010. PEN is seeking an upd8atacked: On 28 in lyric form. Coskun was reported in 2009 to be facing charges under
July 2009, Bogatekin was set upon by the brother of the mayor of Gergerticle 301, alongside Peri Publishing Houser direcAdmmet ONAL,
province, Adiyaman badly beaten as he attempted to take photos of a fwe insult to the armed forces. The case is currently under consideration
in an area where municipal workers had been dumping waste. Bogatekiynthe Ministry of Justice. The charges relate to a passage in the book in
suffered fractures and a broken nose. which the Turkish armed forces are described as “vultures” and another
Ozgir BOGATEKIN: journalist forGerger Firat in Adiyaman and son where a PKK militant is quotes PKK “propaganda”. The case is waiting
of Haci Bogatekin, above. Sentenced on 13 May 2009 to 1 year, f@r permission to proceed from the Minister of JustRr@viousimpris-
months and 17 days in prison for an article in which he argued that loement: detained for almost 9 months from August 2008 for “incitement
father was imprisoned unlawfully. At the time the article was written irto hostility” and has served a previous prison term for his alleged affilia-
June 2008, his father was still in jail. Haci Bogatekin is now fregion to PKK.

although cases against him continue. Ozglr Bogatekin was convictedAadnan DEMIR: director of Taraf. On trial under Article 329 of the
“insulting” the judge presumably who had presided over his father's ca3arrkish Penal Code for publishing classified documents. Relates to arti-
by referring to him as pegur, an insult used in the locality referring to cles published in October 2008 that spoke of “military neglect” in the
having wolf like traits. He also suggests that there is animosity betweease of an attack on a police station by PKK rebels during which 17
the judge and his father. Ozgur Bogatekin is free pending appeal. soldiers were killed. In September 2009, it was reported that the prose-
Hasan CAKKALKURT, Namik DURUKAN: chief editor and jour- cutor of the 13th High Criminal Court in Istanbul had concluded that
nalist for Radikal respectively. Trial opened on 12 August 2009 onthere were no grounds to proceed with the trial. A hearing was due 20
charges article 7/2 of the Anti-Terror Law for having carried a stateme@ctober 2009. There are reportedly 80 cases adairat See elsewhere

by a PKK leader in which he states that even if there were to be an this list for other reports. PEN is seeking an update.

amnesty for Kurdish rebels, the PKK would not put down weapons. (S&emel DEMIRER: writer. 1) Reported in January 2008 to be standing
also Cakkalkurt below.)Jpdate: On 15 June 2010 the trial against trial before the Ankara Penal Court of First Instance under Article 216
Durukan continued at the Istanbul 10th High Criminal Court. Durukan iéinciting enmity) and Article 301 (insult to the state) for a speech against
tried on the grounds of his article entitled “Even a general amnesty withe January 2007 murder of Hrant Dink in which he said “l invite all here
not make us put down our weapons”. The news item conveyed the refeg-commit a crime. Yes, there was an Armenian genocide in this country.”
ring statement of Duran Kalkan, executive of the militant KurdistarAnd then urged Turkish intellectuals that if they did not themselves
Workers Party (PKK) ,delivered to the Firat News Agency (ANF). A newcommit “this crime of 301 301 times” they too could be accomplices to
prosecutor, Bilal Bayraktar, has been appointed to the case. He requesteeimurder of Hrant Dink. A hearing held 15 May 2008 resulted in the
additional time in order to prepare a new final plea. The hearing attendeadurt forwarding the case to the Ministry of Justice following ammend-
by defendant Durukan and his lawyer Nurcan Bayraktar did not reachngents to Article 301 put in place in April 2008. In early September 2008,
final decision. President Judge Zafer Baskurt postponed the trial to #ie Ministry granted approval and the case opened in November 2008.
September 2010. Concern was expressed in November 2008 about comments made by the
Hasan CAKKALKURT, Rifat BASARAN: chief editor ofRadikal and  then Minister of Justice Mehmet Ali Sahin in declaring the decision to
journalist respectively. (see Cakkalkurt above) on trial for an articlproceed by stating that Demirer had made statements calling the Turkish
published 7 December 2009 seen to be spreading propaganda forseate “murderous” and thus should be exempt from freedom of expres-
illegal organisation for an article ‘Our Base Told us to go to thesion protection. Observers are concerned that such statements are tanta
Mountains’ under Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law. This contained anmount to proclaiming guilt and could bring Demirer to the attention of
interview with an MP Emine Ayna. Ayna was co-chair of the pro Kurdistextremists who threaten and attack those who refer to an Armenian geno-
Democratic Society Party that was made illegal in 11 December 2008ide. Demirer's request to have the Minister of Justice’s decision
Ayna is said to have told the newspaper, 2 days before his party wasnulled as being interference in the independence of the judiciary was



heard on 12 May 2009 and its outcome to be announced later. N&drakolu to comment: When the case was opened, there was a cold
hearing of Demirer’s case was due on 28 June Z)10.late May 2009, strong wind blowing through the country. When our acquittal was
Demirer was sentenced to 5 months in prison in a second trial under Aatiggested in November, the atmosphere was warm and soft. Today a

Terror Law Article 7/2 for a speech by Demirer deemed to be propagandiarsh wind is blowing again. | think the atmosphere in thistrial reflects

for an illegal organisation. He is free on appeal. that of the country” The trial was adjourned to 10 June 2010 when
Ristl DEMIRKAYA, Tayip TEMEL, Orhan MIROGLU: two jour-  Zarakolu was acquitted, yet Guler was sentenced. He is free on appeal.
nalists and a writer respectively. Said in November 2009 to have be&nol KARAASLAN: publisher, Kuzey Publishing House. Charges have
sentenced under the Anti Terror Law to one year 10 months, one year d®kn made against him under Article 125 of the Penal Code for “insult”
two years and four months in prison respectively. Also sentenced wasreligion for publishing the Turkish edition Bichard Dawkin’s The
Kurdish politician, Leyla Zana. No further details. Presumed fre&od Delusion. Charges levied in August 2008 currently under considera-
pending appeal. Also see Risti DEMIRKAYA above and Miroglution by the judicial authorities. Earlier in 2008 another attempt to bring
below. the book to proseuction made by the same complainant, under Article
Abdurrahman DILIPAK: editorAnadolu’da Vakit. On trial in August 216 (incitement to unrest), was overturned. Both cases have been brought
2009 with six others articles published in September 2008rkiye'de by people connected to Adnan Oktar, the leader of what has been termed
Cuma titled ‘If Pashas [generals] Misbehave’, ‘Pashas Who Laclka creationist “cult” that has no connection with the government or official
Discipline’ and * Indispensible Principle of Military Service is Not relgious bodies. Oktar has published over 200 books that he has delivered
Secularism but PatriotismCharged under Article 95/4 of the Military to schools and other educational institutes across Turkey. Oktar has made
Penal code for “damaging relations between senior and junior rankg£omplaints against a number of websites that he claims have denigrated
The Military Penal Code has subsquently been revised and the case taken, including one that has led to the blocking of Richard Dawkin’s site
to the Bagcilar Criminal Court of First Instance, then on to the Bakirkognd of the website of Turkey’s Education and Scientific Workers’ Union
Criminal Court of First Instance. There remains a dispute between tlaéer it had protested that Oktar had delivered his pro-creationist book to
courts as to which should preside over the case. A trial hearing held 4dhools throughout Turkey free of charge. The trial opened on 19 June
February 2010 was deferred to 21 May 2010 when the judge did not tu2009, with the next hearing set for 7 July 2009. PEN is seeking an
up. Dilipak has been tried on numerous occasions for his articles update.

recent years. *QOzan KILING: chief editor of the Diyabakir based Kurdish language
Cevat DUSUN: chief editor of theAlternatif newspaper, on trial along- Azadiya Welat. Sentenced 11 February 2010 to 21 years in prison under
side Ragip Zarakolu (see below) before the Istanbul High Criminal the Anti Terror Law for membership of the Kurdish Workers Party
Court on charges of “making propaganda for a terrorist organisatioffPKK). Said to be linked to his publication of 12 editions of his news-
(Anti Terror Law 7/2), alienating people from the military (Penal Codepaper containing references to the PKK. Each edition attracted a 15-
Article 318) and praising crime and criminality (Article 215). Relates tanonth sentence, making the total 21 years. He got a six year and three
articles published irAlternatif, of which Zarakolu is also owner and month additional sentence for “committing a crime for an illegal organi-
responsible editor, published 16 and 17 August 2008 that included aation without himself being a member of the illegal organisation”. His
article by the conscientious objector, Mehmet Ali Avci titled “I Refuse todefence said that the newspaper had only referred to the PKK leader
be a Turkish Soldier” leading to infringement of TPC 318. AnotheAbdullah Ocalan (now imprisoned) as the “leader of the Kurdish people”
article titled “First Bullet” refers to the PKK as “the organisation fightingand failed to call Turkish soldiers killed in battle as “martyrs”. Kilin¢g was
for freedom of Kurdish people”, and a third, titled “Fireworks not present at the trial and an arrest warrant is believed to have been
Everywhere” that quoted a speech made by an MP and stated “Kurdsued. He has announced he will appeal. He is said to have previously
would turn their faces to the mountains if a political solution fails"been sentenced to five years on similar charges, and two other cases
[suggesting that there would be a return to guerilla activities ed.]. Thjgending against him. Reuters reports tAzadiya Welat has had to
breaches ATL Article 7 and TPC Article 215. Trial was ongoing as ofeplace 6 editors in 3 years because they have been arrested or have had
August 2009. PEN is seeking an update. to flee the country. .

N. Mehmet GULER: author. Sentenced to one year and three monthsSiliz KOCALI, Ramazan PEKGOZ, Ziya CICEKCI: publishing

unde Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law for his bodkore Difficult director, jouranlist and owner of th@unlik newspaper. Charged in
Decisions than Death. Accused alongside publisher Ragip Zarakolu (se€ctober 2009 under Articles 6/2 and 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law for an
below) under article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law of “spreading propaiinterview published in Kurdish over three articles entitled “We did what
ganda” for the banned Kurdish Workers Party (PKK). The charges relatéasan Cemal Wanted”, “I completely agree with Yaser Kemal” and “If
to three fictional characters, “Siti”, “Sabri” and “Siyar”. Specifically athe State Would Take One Step We would Take Two”, all quotes from
section of the book where a PKK member on trial says “This court has imterviews with alleged members of the banned Kurdish Workers’ Party
right to judge me. | fight for freedom. | do not recognise this court”. ThéPKK). The are accused of “spreading propaganda for an illegal organi-
fictional judge’s response and following passages are subject to thation”. The first hearing was due 24 February 2010. PEN is seeking an
indictment. The prosecutor stated that some parts of the novel evokgsdate.

sympathy for the PKK in its readers. Giler believes that one way tersen KORKMAZ: owner ofDemokrat Iskenderun. Was on trial for
tackle problems in Turkey is through literature, saying it is “the best wainsult” to the armed forces for an article on a debate organised by the
to deal with social trauma”. The most recent hearing of this case on I8rkish Communist Party on guerrilla leader Ocalan in September 2002.
November 2009 saw the prosecution itself pointing out that no crime haext hearing due 21 October 2009. PEN is seeking an updite.
been committed and called for Zarakolu and Giler’s acquittal. HoweveReported to have another trial against him under Article 215 of the Penal
at the next hearing, on 25 March 2010, another prosecutor expressgade for an article published 18 November 2008 entitled “Ending poor
another view — that the book does provide terrorist propaganda, leadipgactices in Imrali Prison is Essential for Social Stability”. Accused f@&1
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using the honorific term “Mr Ocalan” when referring to the head of thehildren. Said in late 2009 to have been sentenced to 6 months in prison
banned PKK. Hearing before the Iskenderun Court of First Instanaach. Presumed free pending appeal. They are also reportedly chargec
opened December 2008 with last hearing on 26 February 2010 resultimgder Article 301 of the Penal Code.

in court granting the defence more time to present their case. He washan PAMUK: author and Nobel Literature Prize winner. On 7
subsequently acquitted. October 2009, the Supreme Court agreed to allow a private compensation
Mustafa KOYUNCU: editor for Afyonkarahisar Emeridag on trial in  suit to continue against Pamuk for his comment made in a Swiss news-
July 2009 for a 12 March 2007 artitkhould we enter the EU like this? paper in 2005 referring to 30,000 Kurds and 1 million Armenians killed
Officials are abusing their position” . He could face imprisonemtn and a in the early part of the 20th century. In 2006 a trial against him under
fine of 440,000 TL. He was detained for a week in March 2007 andrticle 301 of insult to the Turkish state was discontinued. The charges
released on condition that he publish a refutation. PEN is seeking have been made by six people including the president of the Istanbul
update Martyr's’ Mothers’ Solidarity and Support Association, and Kemal

*Cagdas KUCUKBATTAL, Tuncay MAT: intern and journalist for Kerincsiz, a well known right wing prosecutor himself now in prison
Atilim. Detained for their alleged role in the destruction of a base statiaaccused of attempting to overthrow the government as part of the
(mobile transmitter) alongside nine other defendants, six of whonkrgenekon movement (see below). All the complainants are linked to
including Kucukbattal and Mat, remain detained. The trial opened onright wing groups. These cases have been under consideration by the
March 2010. They are accused of having destroyed the transmitter as mantirts for some time and up until now the courts have argued that there
of a campaign of actions carried out by the banned Marxist Leninistre no grounds for private prosecution. The chief argument against pros-
Communist Party. Both claim that they were present at the event simpgution is that Article 301, under which the complaints have been made,
as journalists and claim that the notes and photos they took are the oannot be brought by individuals. The consensus is that these cases are
evidence. The prosecutors claim that that Kucukbattal specificallynlikely to be successful and are aimed at causing inconvenience and to
encouraged the event and led them into the Wipelate: In the second raise the profile of the individuals concerned. Pamuk is unlikely to have
hearing on 29 May. Mat and Kiiclkbattal were released pending tridh appear in court in person.
they had claimed that they followed the incident as journalists and th&mra PELEK (f), Mustafa DOLU: editor of Aksam (no longer in
their prosecution was a breach of law. A total of eleven defendants are @peration) and its editorial manager respectively. Both are accused for
trial, five of them are detained. The case was postponed to 24 Septemrdmticles on the Ergenekon investigation (see below). Pelek for editing an
2010. article ‘Questions to Firtina from Aydin Dogan, Rahmi Ko¢ and

*Ali Baris KURT: editor of the website www.emekdefteri.com. CaseAkgakoca’ published on 5 January 2010. The case has been taken by
opened at the Ankara Court of First Instance on 10 March 2010 aetired general lbrahim Firtina who has provided evidence to the
charges of promoting conscientious objection for which he faces Brgenekon prosecutors. First hearing is set for 1 November 2010. Both
sentence of between one to four years. Next hearing due 27 May 2046e accused under Article 285 of the criminal code that relates to
PEN is seeking an update. disclosing secret information relating to an investigation and Article 288,
Orhan MIROGLU: writer and leading member of a pro-Kurdish for atttempting to “influence” the outcome of a trial. Both face up to 8
Democratic Society Party (DTP) and one of 37 of its members banngdars in prison.
from politics in late 2009. Reported in November 2009 that a case undedip POLAT: writer. Sentenced alongside lawyeren Keskin and
Article 301 against him was granted permission to proceed by thectorMurat Batgi to one year in prison and deprivation of civil rights on
Ministry of Justice. The case relates to an article entitled ‘Singld October 2009. All are free pending appeal. The Diyabakir High
Soldiers’ published on 12 December 2007 in which he criticised a phot&riminal Court found them guilty under Article 216 of the Penal Code of
graph in the mainstream TurkiShbah showing single Turkish soldiers “inciting hatred and hostility” for using the term Kurdistan and Kurds in
walking side by side with Kurdish women dressed in traditional clothesspeeches made at a Culture and Arts festival in Diyabakir on 31 March
At an earlier hearing he stated his belief that single women were bei2§06. Polat is accused for his speech “The Kurdish Question From Past
held in police stations in the south east where they suffered sexual abusePresent and its Solutions”. Batgi is charged for comments made during
Reported still on trial in December 2009. one of his stand up comedy pieces.

*Serkan OCAK and Ertan KILIC: reporters. Prosecutor asked the Irfan SANCI, Ismail YERGUZ: publisher, Sel Publishing and trans-
court to try the two for “violating the discretion”, “attempting to influ- lator respectively. Reported in May 2009 to have three books published
ence the outcome of a trial”, “providing classified information” andby his company on trial for “obscenity”: ApollinaireThe Exploits of a
“disclosing classified infromation” for their report “Were you going to Young Don Juan, Ben Mila’sThe Fairy’s Pendulum, and a collection of
overthrow the government?” about The Maul intervention plan publishedritings by various authors entitledetters from an Informed and
on 25 February 2010. They face prison terms of from six and half #xperience Bourgeoise Woman. The books are part of a series of erotic
seventeen and a half years. Another case was filed over Ocak’s t#¥es published by Sel since January 2009. In December 2009 another
February 2010 report iRadikal daily where he received the same accu-Sel publishing house bookhe ‘L’ Sate of Love, described by Sanci as
sations. The first hearing of the case against OCAK and KILIC is on Jdaving “no expression [...] that remind of obscenity as defined by the
September 2010 in Bakirkdy Justice Hall Criminal Court of Firsiaw. On the contrary, it consists of naive stories of love between women
Instance number 2. with a literary concern”. The book was entered into a competition organ-
Ercan OKSUZ, Oktay CANDEMIR: both report for DIYA news in ised by the Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Research and Solidarity
Van and accused of “inciting hatred and hostility” under Article 216 in association. It is accused of being an offence of “public morality”. Sanci
interview entitled ‘Witness of Zilan Massacre Talks’. This carried arfaces up to nine years in prison. Yerguz, accused for two of the books,
interview with a man who had witnessed a massacre in 1930 in which feces 6 years. Both are charged under Article 226/7 of the Penal Code.
claims that soldiers killed several of his relatives, including women antihe most recent hearing of the case was on 10 March 2010, without the



presence of the defendants. The hearing was deferred to enable the ex@@%t of the Turkish Criminal Code (TCK) (Violations of Communi-
opinion of the French langauge and Literature Department afations). The allegations were initially drawn against Radikal editor-in-
Galatasaray University on the Apollinaire and short story collection onhief Hasan Cakkalkurt and subsequently directed to Saymaz due to the
request of the publisherdpdate: A hearing took place on 24 May 2010 “responsibility for the news item”.
in which SANCI claimed that Prime Ministerial Board for the ProtectionPinar SELEK (f): writer, academic and women'’s rights activist. Also a
of Children from Harmful Publications, which has been commissioned tmember of PEN Turkey. In 1998, an explosion at a crowded marketplace
assess the quality of the publications and decide on its obscene conteintsstanbul led to the deaths of seven people and injured 127 others. Selek
is not entitled to review books for adults. However, judge Yavuz Oztlrlwas among a number of people arrested and imprisoned in July 1998 on
decided to request a report from the board and postponed the trial tod&kusation of causing the explosion. In December 2001 an expert investi-
July. gation concluded that there was not enough information to confirm that
Veysi SARISOZEN: Writer and journalistl) On 20 November 2008 the explosion was a bomb, the suggestion being that it had been a tragic
one year and three months in prison upheld by Istanbul High Criminakcident caused by a leak from a gas canister. Selek and the other defen-
Court. Charged with making propaganda for an illegal organisation dants were freed after serving two and a half years in prison. However, in
Penal Code 215 (tbc) for an article publishedGiindem on 12  December 2005 a new trial was opened, which in June 2006 was again
November 2007 entitled “Etc. Etc.” in which he argued that the PKK is dismissed due to lack of evidence that the explosion was a bomb.
rebel rather than terrorist organisation. He is appealing his sentence. PEbwever in March 2009 the Appeal Court requested a review of the case
is seeking an updat®) Sarisdzen isalso on trial under article 7/2 of  and reversed the acquittal. Again this went to consideration in May 2009,
the Anti-Terror Law for an article iindem of 14 June 2007 again and Selek was again acquitted. The appeal court once again objected and
accused of propaganda for the PKK for similar comments. A hearing waent the case to the Istanbul High Criminal Court for review once again
held on 1 April 2010 at the Istanbul 10th High Criminal Court, where hen 9 February 2010. Pinar Selek is now resident in Germany. There are
was given a 15 months prison sentence. It is presumed he is appealingdbecerns that she may be extradited to Turkey where she faces a life
sentence3) A third case was opened on 12 June 2009, this time for asentence.
article published in February 2009 titled “We do not make propagandhiledim SENER: journalist forMillyet and authorl) Trial opened against
the people do!” which the prosecutors state argued that the PKK is nohien on 10 June 2009 on charges of disclosing classified information and
terrorist organisation but a popular uprising. Charged under Article 7/2 attempting to influence the judiciary in his bobte Dink Murder and
the Anti Terror Law for “propaganda” for an illegal organisation. Thelntelligence Lies. The book names several police officers accused of
judge ordered that either the paper pays a fine of 20,000 T®,250)  negligence in following up reports that the Armenian editor, Hrant Dink,
within 10 days or the trial will continue. On 26 October 2009 the caseas to be assassinated, as well as providing misleading evidence to the
was deferred to March 2010. PEN is seeking an update. investigation. According to human rights monitors, Sener could be given
*|smail SAYMAZ: reporter forRadikal is on trial for reporting on the up to 28 years in prison (while Dink's assassin received a 20-year
guestions asked to the Chief Prosecutor of Erzincan Erhan Cihaner wiskentence). The complaints were made by five of the officials named who
under arrest. Saymaz stands accused of the “attempt to influence a & asking that the anti terror law be applied. Sener argues that the infor-
trial” and “violating the secrecy of an investigation”, under Article 288 ofmation he used in his book is readily available on the internet. In June
the Turkish Criminal Code. The journalist faces a prison sentence of @909, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media wrote to the
to nine years. Saymaz is being tried for his article “What they asketlrkish authorities asking for the charges against Sener to be dropped. A
Cihaner” published ifRadikal newspaper on 18 February 2010. The firsttrial hearing on 17 February 2010 was attended by various observers,
hearing will be held at the Bakirkdy (Istanbul) 2nd Criminal Court ofincluding International PEN International Secretary Eugene Schoulgin.
First Instance on 23 June 2010. If another trial should be opened a3tz next hearing is due on 28 October 2010. He faces up to 32.5 years in
result of the investigation, journalist Saymaz and editorial managerison.2) a second charge related to the book issued by the same plain-
Hasan Cakkalkurt (see elsewhere) may face imprisonment of up to 3@iffs is being heard, with a hearing due 22 December 2009. PEN is
years in totalUpdate: A total of six trials have been filed against seeking an updat®) A third trial has been opened where Sener was
Saymaz on the grounds of his news about the interrogations of llhaescused of obtaining and publishing confidential information, relating to
Cihaner, detained Chief Public Prosecutor of Erzincan (north-eastereferences in the book to telephone conversations held between two
Anatolia), and lbrahim Sahin, former Deputy Head of the Specidtrgenekon defendants and defendants accused in the Hrant Dink murder
Operations Department. The cases were opened in April 2010 at the Zrase for which he could have received over four years in prison. On 4
Criminal Court of First Instance in Bakirkdy, Istanbul. Saymaz facedune 2010 Sener was acquitted of this charge.
imprisonment of up to 54 years under charges of “attempting to influen&@sevrim SEVIMAY:: journalist forMilliyet. Accused under Article 216
a fair trial” and “violating the secrecy of an investigation” according toof the Penal Code of “inciting hatred and hostility among the people”
articles 285 and 288 respectively of the Turkish Criminal Code (TCK)longside popular actress and singléilya Avsar. The charges arise
On 15 July, 21 July and 20 September 2010 Saymaz will be at court filom an interview published in the paper in 24/25 August 2009 in which
articles published on 12, 20 and 22 February 2010 respectidyate ~ Avsar — who is of Kurdish/Turkish descent — in which she talked of her
(2): Saymaz faces another 4.5 years’ prison sentence in the seventh aasecerns about the government’'s “Kurdish Inititiative” that aims to
opened against him. Saymaz stands accused of “violating the secrecyoofaden broadcasting and teaching in Kurdish while at the same time
an investigation” because of an article published in Radikal on 19 Mar@nsuring that Turkish remains the sole official language. Specifically she
2008 entitled “The generals in their summer residences agree that Ballsagted that it would be difficult to “convince terrorist operatives of the
is the left-wing leader”. Saymaz is now facing imprisonment of up to 68eparatist PKK to lay down their arms”. The two are also convicted unde
years in total. The first hearing of latest trial was held on 3 June 2010 aéuicle 218 that could increase the maximum sentence under Article 216
result of Public Prosecutor Ozkan Kog’s complaint according to articlas the offence was carried out through the media. 83
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Gokger TAHINCIOGLU, Kemal GOKTAS: award winning journalists.  Sahip TATAR: publisher — Su Publishing House. Sentenced on 30 June
1) Law suit filed in August 2008 for an article on the decision of the2009 to 18 months in prison by the Istanbul High Court No 13 for
Ankara 11th High Criminal Court granting permission to the Nationapublishing the collected works of Mahir Cayan, a student leader killed by
Intelligence Organisation (MIT) and police to use electronic monitoringhe Turkish army in 1971. It is seen to be propaganda for an illegal organ-
devices. The article, entitled ‘The Document that will Shake Turkey’ wagsation. (Article 216 of the Penal Code — thc) Not clear if detained. A ban
published on 1 July 2008 in the newspayan. Accused under Article on the book itself, originally for 36 years, was lifted. PEN is seeking an
6/1 of the Anti Terror Law for “targetting public officials who are part of update.

anti-terror activities” by publishing classified information and by givingjFatih TAS: publisher Aram Publishing House. Reported in March 2010
the name of the judge responsible for the decision to grant permissidn.have 12 cases against him for books published. This inc33deays

They face up to three years in prison. The Supreme Court has previoushjthe Sorm against which he is appealing a 10 month sentence. He is
overturned a similar request for monitoring previously. Both had beeappealing fines levied against other bookdliding 3,700 aginstSgns
granted the Turkish Journalists Association Media Freedom Award in Jutp Ammar and 400 forThey Say You Are Missing, the latter under
2008 for publishing the story. The two say that in researching and writingrticle 301 for insult to state institutions.

the story, they had taken care not to publish sensitive information suchiagsel TUGLUK (F): Journalist. Tugluk’'s case was to be heard on 27
photographs. Hearing set for 5 February 2009 postponed to 31 Marbkay 2010 at Diyarbakir High Criminal Court number 4. The indictment
2009. PEN is seeking an upda2gln September 2009 it was reported that claims that there were elements of crime in 12 separate speeches written
the head of the Intelligence Department accused Goktas of attemptingtp Tugluk, which have been given at events and through press statements
influence the outcome of a trial and insulting a public official in his booln Diyarbakir between 2005 and 2009. Tugluk faces a prison term of up
Hrant Dink Murder — Media, Judiciay and Sate and called for his prose- to 70 years. PEN is seeking an update. B

cution. The case opened on 16 February 2010 at the Istanbul Sultanhaferthat TUNC, Mehmet COLAK: singer and editor-in-chief @dzgir

Court and was postponed for up to four months to enable the prosecuti@iindem respectivelyl)Trial started on 2 December 2004 at the Beyoglu
to consider that the case breaches statutes of limitation as more than f@uminal Court on charges under article 159 of the Penal Code for
months had lapsed between the charges being levelled in September 20Bilting the judiciary in an article Tun¢ wrote for the d&@iyndem on

and the offence. The next hearing is set for 15 September 2010. 19 January 2004 entitled “A Revolutionary Leyla and a Song”. They face
Hakan TAHMAZ, Ibrahim CESMECIOGLU: journalist and general 1-3 years in prison if convicted. Hearings continued through to 2009. The
director ofBirgun. Under investigation in September 2008 after the Tase was referred to the Ministry of Justice for approval to continue as
August seizure of the newspaper. Accused of publishing an intervieprescribed under the ammended Article 301. PEN is seeking an update.
with a member of the banned KurdishWorkers party (PKK) carried out &) Tung faces imprisonment of up to 15 years for a speech he made at the
the PKK HQ in Kandil, Northern Iraq in an article entitled ‘A One Sidedlst Eruh-Cirav Nature and Culture Arts Festival in south-eastern Turkey
Ceasefire is Making the Problem Worse'. The interviewee is quoted asAugust 2009. Un-detained defendant Tung is tried under article 7/2 of
saying that although the most people wanted the violence to end, tthee Anti-Terrorism Law (propaganda for an illegal organization).
PKK would continue its “legitimate defensive war”. Both men deniedAdditionally, the artist stands accused of “committing a crime on behalf
that they were carrying propaganda, and were simply carrying out legitf an organization without being a member of the organization”
mate journalism. Tahmaz also referred to a book he is working aaccording to article 220/6 of the Turkish Criminal L&WCK). Tung will
dealing with the conflict and his belief that the public needs access to h# tried at the Diyarbakir High Criminal Court on 28 July 2010.

types of information on the problems. He stressed that he is workiiBpris YARKADAS: chief editor of the Gergek Gindem.com (real
towards an end to the conflict and the need to end the hostilities thatdgenda) websitel) Trial opened on 15 January 2010 alongside Dr
believes “is taking Turkey to a disaster”. Charged under Articles 4 arBlebnem Korur Financi, chair of the board of the Turkish Human Rights
6/2 of the Anti Terror Law for making propaganda for an illegal organisa=oundation before the Kadikoy 2nd Criminal Court of the First Instance
tion. Next trial hearing due 12 September 2010. The defendents arelstanbul. They are accused under Article 125/1-2-4 of the Penal Code
facing prison sentences of up to three years each. for “insulting a public official via the press” for an interview carried out in
Mehdi TANRIKULU: Kurdish publisher, owner of Tevn Publishing. July 2009 in which Yarkadas asked Prof Financi about the head of the
Subject to several trials in recent years under Anti Terror and other legisstitute for Forensic Medicine, Nur Bilgen. Financi’s response suggested
lation for books covering Kurdish issues. Most recently Tanrikulu standbat Bilgen had received bribes and that she had been implicated in
accused of “spreading propaganda for an illegal organization” based oovering up evidence of torture. The two face up“eoy2ars in prison.

an article published in the Kurdish daily on 23 January 2010. In hiShe next hearing is due 21 July 208).0On 3 March 2010 the first
article, Tanrikulu had described imprisoned leader of the militarttearing was held against Yarkadas on charges of insult to President
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) Adullah Ocalan as the “Leader of theAbdullah Gl under Article 299 of the Criminal Code. The charge relates
Kurdish People”. The prosecutor demanded a two-count prison senterioea commented posted on the website by a reader living outside Turkey
for Tanrikulu of a total of two to ten years according to article 7/2 of thevho had criticised Gul's alleged capitulation to the Armenian President
Anti-Terror Law (TMY) (law no. 3713) on propaganda for illegal organi-Sargsyan in talks aimed at normalising relations between the two coun-
zations. In early April 2010 the 4th High Criminal Court of Diyarbakirtries. The comment is said to have included the “insulting” phrase
(south-eastern Turkey) arrested Tanrikulu because he insisted on makiBgavo, you have trampled on the honour of the great republic of Turkey”.
his defence in a press case pending against him in Kuldjstate: Yarkadas responded that since the charges were made, his web site ha:
Tanrikulu attended the hearing on 20 May together with his lawyestopped posting comments referring to President Giil, adding that this is
Mehmet Emin Aktar and Servet Ozen. Aktar demanded to release l@a act of self censorship. He pointed out that the comment was not
client pending trial. After a brief intermission, the court decided for thénsulting, and that he had not been its author. The site has now installed
release of Tanrikulu. software that filters readers’ comments before being posted. If convicted,



Yarkadas could be sentenced to up to five years and four months in prisbigen YUK SEKDAG, Onder ONER, Cetin POYRAZ: editor for
Update: On 9 June 2010 the cowtquitted Yarkadas, reasoning that he Atilimand two of its correspondents respectively. Among 60 journalists,
could not be held responsible for the content of the comment. writers, artists and activists for the Socialist Platform of the Oppressed
Fakir YILMAZ, Selmi YILMAZ, Nihat YILMAZ: Editor of the (ESP) arrested followng police raids Atilim and other organisations in
kuzeyanadolugazetesi.com website ofKingey Dogu newspaper, owner Istanbul and elsewhere 10 March 2009. Raids reportedly made on orders
and editor of the print newspaper respectively. Claims to have 27 codrom the Istanbul 10th Heavy Penal Court under the Anti Terror Law.
cases against the newspaper regarding its coverage of demonstrationSliarges not clear. PEN is seeking an update.

Ardahan prior to a visit by a Democratic Society Party (DTP) leader,

Seven of the cases were in court as of September 20UBe Ardahan ~ Sentenced: non-custodial

2nd Criminal Court postponed the start of a trial for “incitement to publidustafa ARIGUMUS: chief editor and columnist dsimav'in Sesi

hatred and hostility to 4 November 20@9A case taken by a judge and newspaper received a prison sentence of 11 months and 20 days,
a prosecutor for “insult” for an article entitled ‘Should | have demanded suspended for five years. Arigimus was charged with “public insult of a
change of judge?’ was set for 30 September 2009 where they demanpulic official” for an anecdote he published about Prime Minister Recep
financial compensation. In November 2009 a separate case of “insultifigyyip Erdogan. Arigimiis’s trial was opened on 29 December 2009.
public officials in the course of their duties” was due to be heard for thEhe journalist presented his defence in the hearing on 12 April 2010.
same article3) In September 2009 the three journalists were also on trigdlournalistM elih Kaskar, editor-in-chief of theMilas Onder local daily

for “inciting public hatred and hostility” and “spreading propaganda ofsouth-west Turkey), currently stands trial for an anecdote about Prime
an illegal organisation” for an article on a visit to the newspaper'Minister Erdogan and President Abdullah Gul. Kaskar is facing a prison
printing press of the father of Orhan Keskin, who had died in prisorsentence.

They are accused of referring to Keskin as “the Ardahan revolutionédiyazli ILICAK (f): journalist fromSabah newspaper sentenced by the
martyr who died in the Diyarbakir dungeons”. PEN is seeking updates.Istanbul 2nd Criminal Court of First Instance to imprisonment of eleven
Suzan ZENGIN (F): Worker-peasant newspaper journalist, was taken months and 20 days. The journalist had accused Judge Osman Kagmaz
into custody on 28 August 2009 by the Anti-Terror Branch of thdrom the Sincan 1st High Criminal Court of behaving officiously and in
Istanbul Police. In her indictment, Zengin stands accused of “carryiren ideological manner. Kagmaz intended to sue President Abdullah Gl
out illegal activities” which refers to publications such as the Workerin the context of an investigation into “lost millions”, a corruption case in
Peasant newspaper, which is published by the Umut Publishirtge 1990s. llicak was not present at the hearing when Court Judge Sevim
Company, the Partisan magazine and the New Democratic Youth (YD@&fendiler claimed that she had “exceeded the limits of criticism”.
Zengin will appear in court for the first time on 26 August 2010, one yedfendiler initially decreed for a two years and two months’ prison
after her arrest, on accusation under Anti Terror Legislation of “membesentence under article 125 of the Turkish Criminal CEHEK) on

ship of an illegal organisation” defamation. The sentence was then mitigated to eleven months and 20
. . days imprisonment. The sentence was suspedjsthte: In a hearing
Possible prosecution on 8 June 2010, the 2nd Criminal Court of Sincan (west of Ankara)

Onder AYTAC, Emrullah USLU: both police officers — Aytag is a found Ilicak and Sabah daily owner Ahmet Calik guilty of “attacking
professor and member of staff at the Police Academy Institute, and Ugersonal rights” in an article from 25 May 2009 entitled “The President’s
is a Chief Commissioner. Both share a column published in the newlsamunity”. llicak was sentenced to thayment of TL 5,000 ( 2,500) in
paperTaraf. In May 2009 it was reported that they are under investigacompensation because she had described Judge Osman Ka¢gmaz as “offi-
tion under Article 301/2 of the Penal Code for having made statementous”.

seen to denigrate the Turkish Armed Forces in their column. Ayta¢ says

that the charges relate to a comment in an article examining the worki@gath Threat

the intelligence agency and the village guard system among other is§&snazan PEKGOZ: journalist forGunlik newspaper reported on 28
and made reference to Turkey’s application for integration to the EBebruary 2010 that he had been approached by a man as he was walking
suggesting that those people such as themselves who investigate polichis office who threatened “We finished Hrant Dink off. We will do the
abuses should be appreciated for their work. PEN is seeking an updatesame to you.”. Pekgdz immediately went to the police who arrested a
Ertugrul MAVIOGLU, Ahmet SIK: journalists. On 14 April 2010 the man who is a known criminal

Public Chief Prosecution of Kadikdy (Asian side of Istanbul) launched

an investigation into MAVIOGLU and SIK on the grounds of their bookdAttacks./ Other threats

Understanding the Counter Guerilla and Ergenekon andWho isWhoin ~ *Omer Celik: reporter for Dicle News Agency (DIHA), was assaulted in
Ergenekon. The two journalists are under suspicion of “violating thethe Istanbul district of Sisli by a group of people, on the evening of 25
secrecy of an investigation” according to Article 285 of the TurkistMay 2010. The attackers called themselves Uklici (‘idealists’) in refer-
Criminal Law (TCK). Trial date set for 8 September 2010. ence to the “Grey Wolves”, an ultra-nationalist and neo fascist youth
Yiimaz OZDIL: A criminal complaint was filed against journalist organization of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP). He underwent
Yilmaz Ozdil by an lawyer from the Diyarbakir Bar Association on 15medical treatment in the brain surgeon ward and the orthopaedic ward of
April 2010. Ozdil had commented on the recent attack on pro-Kurdisktfal Hospital after the attack. Celik has got two cracks in his skull and
politician Ahmet Tirk in a writing entitled “Punch”, published in the his left arm is broken in three places below the elbow. Celik had
Hurriyet daily on 14 April 2010. Ozdil now faces a prison sentence undguublished an interview with academic Ozgiir Sevgi Goral the day before
charges of article 215 of the Turkish Criminal Law (TCK) for “praising athe attack, drawing attention to the “increasing racist attacks” against
crime and a criminal” and article 216 for “inciting hatred and hostilityKurdish students in eastern provinces.

amongst the public and humiliation of the public”. 85
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*Veysel POLAT: GAP Gundemi newspaper owner Polat was attacked byuly 2009. At a hearing on 19 November 2009, Balbay made a statement
a group of people on his way home from work on Monday 14 June 201id. which he denied charges of inciting an armed uprising. Specifically he
The Turkish Journalists Association condemned the assault. Polat, at theaccused of taking part in secret meetings where leading figures,
same time AKP deputy provincial chair, was injured in his face. Polahcluding generals, discussed plans for a coup. Evidence against Balbay
was attacked in Sanhurfa, a province in south-east Turkey on the bordee notes that he says he took as part of his journalistic activities during
to Syria Polat is also the President of the Sanliurfa Journalisteeetings with various figures who were subsequently also arrested in the
Association.He suffered injuries in his face in the attack. His brotheErgenekon trial. If convicted, he faces between 16-80 years in prison. He
Ahmet Polat, who was close to the scene of the assault, took the jotold the court that random notes had been rearranged by the prosecution
nalist to the Sanhurfa Training and Research Hospital. The reason for tineway that they had not been written down, given dates (he says he does

attack is not clear yet.

Ergenekon I nvestigation

Since June 2007 there have been a series arrests of leading military,
political, police, intellectual and other figures. Now numbering over 200,
they are accused of membership of a neo-nationalist organisation known
as*“ Ergenekon” . Itsaimis said to be to to overthrow the government and
linked to recent assassinations, including that of Hrant Dink (above)and
a threat to kill Orhan Pamuk. There have been concerns about the
conduct of the investigation and that some of the arrests may be of
persons solely for their views. The first to be charged, 86 defendants,
went on trial in October 2008 and is likely to go on for years. A second
trial against 56 others opened in July 2009. In early August 2009 a third
group of people, numbering 52, of whom 37 werein prison, wereindicted
as part of the Ergenekon investigation. It was subsequently announced
that trials of those accused under the second and third indictments would
be merged. Among the defendantsare writers, journalists and academics
whose cases PEN is monitoring. While some may hold nationalistic
views that run counter to International PEN's charter ,there are
concernsthat the only evidence against themistheir writings. The prose-
cutors claim that some of these writings “ in the wake of assassinations
that undermine public authorit, defendants attempted not only to mislead
the public but also carried out propaganda [for Ergenekon] in their writ-
ings”

Adnan AKFIRAT, Serhan BOLLUK: journalist, chief editor of

not date his notes), and to form a diary that would then incriminate him
and serve to strengthen the claim that a coup was being staged. He statec
that he does not believe that the government can be overthrown in a coup,
and that he was acting only as a journalist “witness of the era he or she is
living in”.

Mehmet BAKIR, Oguz DEMIRKAYA, Unal INANC: first two are
journalists and heads of the Internet Journalists’ Association. Inang is
noted only as journalist. Bakir runs the website Sivasmit. Arrested for
investigation re. ‘Ergenekon’ on 22 January 2009.

Zihni CAKIR: journalist and author. Arrested in Ankara c. 27 May 2008
as part of a series of arrests of people implicated in the right wing
Ergenekon group. He is the author of a book on Ergenekon ettdted
AdiDarbe which is said to include secret documents, wire tap records and
codes belonging to the group. Among them is documentation that
allegedly gave details of a public transport site that was targetted for a
bomb attack aimed at creating panic and confusion. The book also refers
to Turkish intelligence services (MIT) investigations into a prominent
judge alleged to be working for the CIA. Believed to be freed pending
charges.

Unal INANGC: Journalist and president of the Security Reporters’
Association. A defendant in the third round of indictments following
arrests made in January to April 2009, and with the trial opening on 7
September 2009. Not clear if detained.

Dr Yalgin KUCUK: writer, economist, historian and socialist. Known
ciritic of the AKP. Author of numerous books on socio-economics.
Accused of sympathies with the PKK and sentenced to two years in

Aydinlik. Among a number of leading nationalist figures arrested singerison in the late 1990s for interview with its leader, Abdullah Ocalan.
late March 2008 on accusation of being part of a nationalist groupyrrested on 7 January 2009 for investigation in the ‘Ergenekon’ case.
Ergenekon, whose aim is to overthrow the government and linked ®eleased 22 January 2009 to face trial as part of the third wave of indict-
recent assassinations, including that of Hrant Dink (above). Some claiments, opening 7 September 2009.

that the arrests are anti-democratic and an attempt to intimidate criticsTafncay OZK AN: writer and journalist. Arrested on 27 September 2008,

the government. Free pending trial.

Ahmet AKGUL, Mevlut SUNGUR: editor in chief and writer for

and trial due to commence on 20 July 2009. A journalist since the mid-
1990s, working for print and broadcast media, he reportedly specialises

National Solution respectively. Among a number of people arrested inncovering corruption, drug crime, and terrorism, specifically that linked
the Ergenekon case on 22 July 2008 and believed to still be in custodytaseligious extremism, and on international relations. His many articles

of February 2009. PEN is seeking an update.
Mustafa BALBAY, Ufuk BUYUK CELEBI, Neriman AYDIN: Ankara
representativ€umhuriyet and chief editor offerciiman, and writer for

appeared in newspapers kncludMiliyet, Radikal andAksam.
Bekir OZTURK, Furat ERMIS: head and contributor respectively of
the ultra nationalist website kuvayimilliye.net. Accused of inciting

the online publicatiofoplumsal Haber 1) Among eight people arrested violent acts by the armed forces through articles on the site.
in early July 2008 as part of a series of arrests of members of the natiérgiin POYRAZ: author of controversial books on the now banned

alist group Ergenekon (for more see Selcuk, below). Released to stasdmic Refah and Fazilet Parties, as well as on the key members of the
trial. 2) Balbay andAydin were re-arrested on 7 March 2009 and takerruling AKP. Evidence in his books is said to have led to the closure of
to Metris prison. Bianet reports that the reasons for their re-arrest Refah and Fazilet in the late 1990s/early2000s. Among the accusations
unknown but that they face life sentences if convidBemnhuriyet editor ~ against him is that he allowed books written by Ergenekon members to
in chief, Hikmet Centinkaya, told the media “What happened in the pabe published under his name, claims said to be unsubstantiated, and that
8 months to cause these arrests? We don’t know if there is new evidemig books deliberately contributed towards the Egenekon’s policy of
or not. ... [Balbay] is a Kemalist and Republican. If those constitutspreading chaos, including through unfounded suggestions that certain
crimes, | wouldn’t know.” Other commentators consider the arrests d¢éaders were of Jewish or Armenian backgrounds, considered defama-
those such as Balbay are a warning to the opposition. Trial opened ontay. One such book could be PoyraZise Children of Moses which



claims that Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan is part of a “ZionisRagip ZARAKOLU: publisher, Belge Publishing House. Zarakolu is a
conspiracy” concocted by JITEM, a clandestine organization said to becipient of the NOVIB/PEN Free Expression Award 2003. In May 2009
the military wing of Ergenekon accused of being responsible for bomlanother court case was initiated against Zarakolu for publishing a novel
ings and assassinations. Some news reports suggest that material sdigeduthorN. Mehmet Giler, (see above). The book is titlddore

from his home suggested Poyraz was collecting information on seniBifficult Decisions than Death under article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law of
military and other officers. Believed to be detained pending trial. “spreading propaganda” for the banned Kurdish Workers Party (PKK).
Ilhan SEL CUK: 84-year-old journalist. Arrested and held briefly beforeOn 10 June 2018ar akolu wasacquitted since the court decreed for a
being freed to face trial in th&rgenekon case in March 2008. lack of “criminal liability”. Author Giler on the other hand was
Cumhuriyet, the mainstream newspaper for which Selcuk works, claimsentenced to imprisonment of one year and three monBaekground:

that the arrest is anti-democratic and an attempt to intimidate critics @arakolu has been subject to many years of harassment, trials and
the government. Selcuk was detained in 1971 for being an alleg@eériods of imprisonment since the 1970s for publishing books on such
communist and is well known for his subsequent book that described hgsues including minority and human rights. His publishing house was
torture and ill-treatment. In 2007 he wrote a controversial article that wammbed by right wing extremists in 1995, forcing his publishing house
seen to be supportive of nationalists. He is a known secularist and critinderground for a couple of years. Many of the hearings against
of the government’s move to revise secularism. Zarakolu have been observed by PEN memb¢osorary Member:
Vedat YENERER: independent journalist and war reporter arrested 2dnerican, English, Quebec, Kurdish, Canadian, San Miguel, Scottish,
January 2008 and believed still detained as of February 2009. PENNstherlands and Swedish PEN.

seeking an update.

Ismail YILDIZ, Hayrulla Mahmut OZGUR, Halil Behig Case closed

GURCIHAN: the first is the former head of SESAR (Centre forThe following cases are of writers, publishers and journalists who have
Political, Economic, Social Research and Strategy Development) anetently been on trial but where there has been no information for over a

head of its website sesar.com.tr. The other two contributed to the websigear, suggesting that the trials may have concluded. Details of these

All are accused of having published articles that furthered the aims ofises can be found in the previous caselist dated July to December 2009.
Ergenekon and “inciting uprising”. Accused with them of carrying,_ .

research for the site at€amal SAHIN, Refik NUHOGLU and Murat BarisACIKEL

YUCEL. Yildiz was acquitted and released on 5 January 2010. No ne d%rgtetAf?r‘ﬂhAKSOY
on the others mentioned in this case. H BAYAR
Released/Acquitted Sibel BULUT (F)

M ustafa Kemal CELIK
asemin CONGAR (F)
ytekin DAL

(ikrii ERBAS:

Aylin DURUOGLU (F): editor of the websitE Gazetevatan.com, part o
Vatan newspaper. Arrested on 27 April 2009 three days after a polic
operation in Istanbul where a member of the militant organisatio
‘Revolutionary Headquarters’, a policeman and a bystander were s
dead. As of 13 May 2009, the authorities were refusing to give informas
tion as to why Duruoglu was detained, saying that the information w:

classified. Her supporters believe it is because she studied alongside | IR.II%/\’(A‘(';‘UO,\?LU
militant who had been killed, Orhan Yilmazkaya, and had interviewe rflanaUCAR

him about a book he had written entit&lakish Hamam. Duruoglu’s
lawyer says that her client had no knowledge of Yilmazkayags aIIegeMGhrnEt Resat YILDIZ
militant activities and had fully cooperated with the police. Duruoglu
reported still detained in Bayrampasa Women'’s Prison in Istanbul as wKRAINE
August 2009. PEN is seeking an updatpdate: According to a Bianet
report published 9 May 2010, DOROUGLU, alongside Mehmet YESILAttacked
TEPE from theDevrimci Hareket (Revolutionary Movement) magazine, *Vasyl DEM YANIC: Editor for the bi-weekly newspap#&olomoyskiy
has been released. Visnyk, was reportedly attacked in the Carpathian region, on 23 March
Ismail ESKIN: reported for Dicle News Agency (DIHA). Released 2010. Reports say that he was at his home when assaulted by unidentified
pending trial in his first hearing after five months detention. The 1shen, who hit him on the head and kicked him once he was on the floor.
Magistrate Criminal Court of Kocaeli detined ESKIN on 4 DecembeDemyanic will require long-term medical treatment. The authorities are
2009; he had been arrested when covering a demonstration against coimviestigating the case.
tions of detention for imprisoned Abdullah OCALAN, leader of the
PKK. He was taken before the Istanbul 9th High Criminal Court on 18l/arassed
May 2010. *QOlena BILOZERSKA (f): Online journalist and internet writer, was

*Roni MARGULIES: poet and writer, on trial charged with “making reportedly summoned and questioned by the police in Kiev, on 30 March
propaganda for a terrorist organisation” in his columtanmaf newspaper 2010. Reports say that the summon was linked to a protest back in
dated 16 December 2009. Margulies told the court “he acted on freeddfebruary 2010, which was covered by Bilozerska. On 27 February,
of expression” and wanted acquittal. Taraf's edtdnan DEMIR told before the summon, armed police searched her home and checked the
the court that Margulies “explained the meaning of PKK for Kurdishcontent of her computer. On 30 March, she was questioned regarding the
people sociologically”. Both were acquitted at a hearing on 15 June 201dpposition protest and the demonstrators. 87
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*Ostriv SVOBODI staff: Weekly based in Zaporizhzhye, who’s staff Abdurakhmanov was stopped in his car by officers of the Ministry of
reportedly resigned en mass after a new publisher was appointed. Theernal Affairs, during the operation known as ‘Black Poppy 2008’, set
journalists were allegedly told about the intention of the publisher to use to prevent drug trafficking. The government states that officers found
the weekly as a political tool, and about who should be praised and whiwat Abdurakhmanov had no driving licence or any document of owner-
smeared in he publication’s content. It is said that the editor-in-chiehip of the car, and that after inspecting the vehicle, substances with a
Natalia Vyhovska had an initial agreement with the publisher so shesharp odour were found, which were confiscated and sent for forensic
would decide the editorial stance, and the publisher would assume taealysis, and turn out to be marijuana and opium. He was indicted under
financial activities. However, this agreement was broken and on Article 276, paragraph 2(a) of the Criminal Code, and after the confisca-
February 2010, Vyhovska’'s duties were taken away from her. On thon of some of his belongings at his home, and a chemical analysis, on
day Vyhovska and the journalistic staff resigned. 17 June 2008 ‘traces of hashish were found in wipe samples taken from

Mr. Abdurakhmanov’s hands and lips'. The letter dated 19 July 2008

states that the Ministry of Internal Affairs had not received any complaint
UZBEKISTAN regarding unauthorised methods during the investigation on

] " Abdurakhmanov’s case, and that his arrest and criminal proceedings ‘are

Imprisoned - Main Case not connected with his human rights activities’. On 5 August 2009 the
Salidzhon (Salijon) ABDURAKHMANOV previous charges were amended on the evidence that Abdurakhmanov
D.o.b.: 1950Profession: Journalist for the independent German-basedhad intended to attempt the sale of a large quantity of narcotics’, and he
Uzbek agencyznews.net which is blocked in Uzbekistan, reporter for was charged under Articles 25 and 273, part 5 of the Criminal Code.
Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty, Voice of America, the Institute of WaAbdurakhmanov was found guilty of attempting to illicitly sell 114.19
and Peace Reporting and chairperson of the Committee for the Deferggams of marijuana and 5.98 grams of opium, and sentenced to ten years
of the Rights of the IndividuaDate of arrest: 7 June 200&entence: of imprisonment to be served in an ordinary regime colony. The govern-
Ten-year prison sentencExpires. 6 June 2018etails of arrest: ment response finally states that on 19 November 2009 this judgment
Arrested by traffic police in Nukus, on the Turkmen border, who stoppedas upheld by the Supreme Court of Karakalpakstan. PEN continues to
and searched his car and then claimed to have found packages, allegé@lyconcerned that Abdurakhmanov is being held for his human rights
containing marijuana and cocaine. He was not questioned about whenenitoring. (RAN 40/08 — 14 August 2008; Update #1 — 14 October
they came from, which would be normal procedure in such cases. On t@08; Update #2 — 20 January 2009)
same day police searched his home and his workplace and confiscated a
laptop, books, and notes, amongst others. Later, Abdurakhmanov wilsshammad BEKZHON (BEKJANOV)
questioned about a biography of the exile leader of the banned oppositiro.b: c. 1955Profession: former journalisDate of arrest March 1999
party Erk, found by police amongst his belongirigetails of thetrial: Sentence 15 years, reduced to 12 yedEgpires March 2011
The trial started on 12 September 2008, and only Abdurakhmanov'’s reRetails of arrest: Deported from Ukraine in March 1999 on accusation
tives were allowed to be present. The charges against him are ‘selliofjinvolvement in a series of explosions in Tashkent. Several others
drugs in large consignment’ under Article 25-273, Part 5 of the Uzbe#rrested in connection with these events. (see Makhmudov, bEloal)
Criminal Code. According to Uzbek laws, attempting to commit a crimeletails: It is thought that his arrest is linked to his association with the
envisages the same punishment as committing the crime. On 10 Octobeted opposition leader Muhammed Salih and that the charges are linked
2008, he was given a ten-year prison sentence, which was upheldtinhis work onErk, the opposition party’s newspaper, although it has
November, when his appeal was overturned by the Supreme Court. ®@en banned since 1994. Some of the defendants have testified to having
25 March 2009, the Karakalpak Supreme Court for the second tinieen tortured under interrogation including beatings, electric shock and
upheld the ten-year prison sentence against Abdurakhmanov, withdhteat of rape of female family members. In August 1999, Bekjanov was
explaining the basis of its decisionProfessional details: sentenced to 15 years in prison, convicted ‘of publishing and distributing
Abdurakhmanov is well known for his reporting and monitoring ofa banned newspaper containing slanderous criticism of President Islam
human rights, economic and social issues in the reglace of deten- Karimov; participating in a banned political protest; and attempting to
tion: He is currently held in Karshi prison. A relative was been able toverthrow the regime’. In addition, the court found them guilty of ‘ille-
visit who reported in late March 2009, that although he has been heldgally leaving the country and damaging their Uzbek passports’.
isolation, he is not being ill-treated. In late April 2009 AbdurakhmanoWProfessional details: Former contributor t&rk. Brother of exiled oppo-
was visited by his father and wife, and they said he is in good spirits asiion leader, Muhammad Saltface of detention: Kasan prison, south-
maintains his innocence. His brother and lawyer announced an appealisstern UzbekistaHealth concerns: reports of torture lead to concern
being prepared to demand the Supreme Court to reconsider the confar-well being. The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture in his 2003 report
tion. Other details: Prior to his arrest Abdurakhmanov had expressedeferred to allegations of torture resulting in Bekjanov's leg being
concerns that he may suffer reprisals for his writings. He had apparenbyoken. It referred to Bekjanov contracting TB, for which he received
written an article that had criticised local traffic police shortly before hisreatment. The Uzbek government had responded to the Rapporteur
arrest. Organisations including Amnesty International and Humaimforming him that the sentence had been reduced by a fifth, and giving
Rights Watch state that the sentence is clearly aimed stopping his criticitails of the TB treatment being given. It denied that “moral or physical
reporting.Government’ responseto the UN: In May 2009 the Special pressure” had been applied. In October 2006, his wife was able to visit
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Opinion of the Unitelim in prison and reports that he was still suffering beatings, and that he
Nations (UN), published his report, including communications transhad lost most of his teeth. Concerns for his health remained &thte.
mitted to the Uzbek government on Abdurakhmanov’s case, and tietails: Wife resident in the USAHonorary Member: English,
responses received. According to these responses, on 7 June 2@@&trican PEN, USA, Canadian PEN Centres



Dzhamshid (Jamshid) KARIMOV to be less harsh than at Naudealth concerns: reports of torture lead to

d.o.b ¢.1967, journalist working for the London-based Institute of Waiconcern for well being. Hospitalised July 2000 presumably for facial and
and Peace Reporting (IWPR) until May 2005 and subsequently fortaroat surgery. Thought to have resulted from extreme ill-treatment and
number of other publications, disappeared on 12 September 2006. Tweglect in Jaslyk camp where previously helther information:

weeks later his friends were able to ascertain that Karimov was beidpkhmudov’s book)mmortal Cliffs was published in French in late
held in a psychiatric hospital in the capital, Samarkand. The chief psyct#008 Honorary Member: English, American, Canadian, Netherlands
atrist at the hospital stated that Karimov suffers from a psychiatriand USA PEN Centres. (RAN 11/09 — 11 February 2009)

disorder, that he was accepting medication, was in a room of his own and

does not mix with other patientsll treatment/medical: has been Dilmurod SAIDOV (pen name SAYYID)

allowed visits from his mother and fiancé but on occasion reportedRrofession: journalist for a number of independent websites and activist.
appeared distressed and asked them to help him get out. In August 20D&e of arrest: 22 February 200%entence: 12 and a half years
there were reports that his health had deteriorated further, in particulaixpires: August 2021Charges. Extortion and forgeryetails of the

his failing eyesight. He was reportedly still held in psychiatric detentiottrial: The trial was heard at the Taylak District Court, where the sentence
in late 2008Background: Karimov is a nephew of the President Islamwas announced in a closed session, in the absence of his defence and
Karimov and, according to CPJ, is said to have been openly critical of Hiamily, as they had not been informed of the date of the trail. There are
uncle and to be living in poverty. Karimov worked for IWPR until May reports that the trial was riddled with procedural violations, and that
2005 when many protestors were killed at a protest in Andijan. He subssrious witnesses withdrew their testimonies. There is an account, for
quently went on to work for a number of independent newspapers asnatance, that a witness testified against Sayid saying that she was forced
freelancerPrevious political per secution: Since mid 2006 Karimov had by the journalist to extort money from a local businessman. However,
been under surveillance by the intelligence agencies and in August 20@&erwards the witness retracted in full her statement, but the trial
his mother reportedly demanded of the authorities, unsuccessfully, traintinued. In the case on extortion charges, two farmers were included
listening devices be removed from their property. Also in August 200@pgether with Sayid, one was sentenced to eleven years in prison and the
Karimov’s passport was seized after he applied for a visa to attend a joother to twelve. His defence announce they would appeal the verdict.
nalism seminar in Kyrgyzstan. It is reported that on 31 August 2006, th#&r ofessional details. Sayid’s reports have been published in various
head of the regional administration visited Karimov and offered hintocal newspapers and news websites in Central Asia, incliing of
positions on official newspapers, apparently in a bid to entice him to stéjpeedom. There are reports that Sayid’s conviction is linked to his reports
his independent journalisf®ther information: Karimov’'s mother, who  on abuse of power and corruption in some local government offices, such
had been outspoken in her son’s defence, died in March Rag8nt as his articles on alleged illegal confiscations of farmers’ land by local
information: According to thelInformation Agency Ferghana.ru, authorities. Sayid is also an activist of the Tashkent regional branch of
Karimov is still detained, as of July 20@9onorary member: English  the human rights organisation Ezgulamily: In early November 2009

PEN Saidov's wife and daughter, aged 6, were killed in a car accident while on
their way to visit him in prisortate of health: He suffers from tubercu-
Mamadali MAKHMUDOV losis and requires regular medical treatment. (RAN 32/10 — 10 August

Profession: writer and opposition activifdate of arrest: 19 February  2009)

1999 Sentence 14 yearsExpires 3 August 2013Details of arrest: . . L.

Arrested 19 February 1999 after a series of explosions in Tashkefffierisoned — investigation

Several others arrested in connection with these everitl. details: Bahrom IBRAGIMOV, Davron KABILQV, Ravshanbek VAFOYEYV,

Held in incommunicado detention from February to May 1999Abdulaziz DADAHONOV (DADAHANOV) and Botirbek
Subsequently charged 1) Article 158 Uzbek Criminal Code -ESHKUZIYEV: Members of a religious group sentenced on 16
Threatening the president and 2) Article 25-159 UCC — Threatening theebruary 2009 to eight to twelve years in prison, reportedly for
constitutional order 3) 216 organising banned public associations apdblishing the religious magaziivesna (Spring) and for their member-
religious organisations 4) 242.1 organising a criminal group. It is thouglship of the religious group Nur (Light). It has been reported that the Nur
that his arrest is linked to his association with the exiled oppositiogroup had originated in Turkey, where it has been banned, and that the
leader Muhammed Salih. However access to key documents has bésrbek Security Service alleged that Nur received funds from Turkey.
denied. Appears that some of the charges against the defendantslbragimov and Kabilov are convicted to twelve years in prison, Vafoyev
linked to their writings in and distribution &k the newspaper of the and Dadahonov to ten years, and Eshkuziyev to eight years, and they are
opposition Erk party, banned in 1994. At the trial, Makhmudov testifiederving their sentences in a high-security prison in Tashkent. On April
to having been tortured under interrogation including beatings, electrRD09 the Tashkent City Criminal Court rejected the defendants’ appeal.
shock and threat of rape of female family members. On 3 August 1998@ee also Shavkat Ismoilov and Davron Tajiyev below)

sentenced to 14 yeafr.ofessional details: Well-known writer. Member  Shavkat ISMOILOV and Davron TAJIYEV: Director and editor

of the Uzbek Writers Union and Uzbek Cultural FoundatRmevious  respectively of the magazinetti Iklim (Seven Dimensions), were
political imprisonment: imprisoned between 1994 and 1996 for allegedsentenced to eight years in prison for allegedly ‘creating, leading or
embezzlement and abuse of office, charges which at the time waparticipating in religious extremist, separatist, or other banned organisa-
considered by PEN and Amnesty International to have been fabricatédns’, according to Criminal Code’s Article 244 Part 2, on 6 April 2009.
and that his arrest was because of his association with Salih. This viéws said that the charges against both were related to both journalists
supported by the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary detentionginks to the religious organisation Nur (Light), based in Turkey. (See also
Place of detention: Subsequently moved on to UYA 646 High security Barom lbragimov et al above.)

prison in Chirchik prison, Tashkent district, where the conditions are said 89
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*Hayrulla HAMIDOV (Khayrullo Kamidov) suggest that police were injured in this inciddmtal: On 15 April 2008
D.o.b.: 1975Profession: Football commentator and radio-host, poet andJuma was sentenced to five years in prison as charged. He reportedly
deputy editor-of the newspap@hempion (Champion) Date of arrest: admitted in court that he may have collided with the police. However an
21 January 2018entence: Six years in prisoixpires: 20 January 2016 original statement offered by the prosecution described the injuries
Details of arrest: Officers of the Tashkent Region police departmentsustained as “minor” was later changed to state that they were “medium”.
entered Hamidov's home, seized his books, computer, a copy of thits son, tried with him, was given a suspended sentéticeealth:
Koran, and audio and video material, and detained Hamibsils of Juma’s family have made several allegations that Juma is in poor health.
thetrial: Tried under Article 216 of the criminal code concerning ‘theMost recently, on 17 August 2009, Juma’s daughter reported seeing
organisation or active participation in a proscribed social or religiousruises on her father's body, which he said were a result of being beaten
movement’ and ‘dissemination of prohibited material’, under articles 216y a member of the prison staff. He also told her that he continues to be
and 244-1 of the Criminal Code. In a closed hearing held on 11 Magsulted and humiliated in prison. She noticed that Juma is weak and very
2010, the prosecutor demanded for Hamidov to be sentenced to setein. Before she left, she was told by the head of the prison that he would
years in prison. The criminal court in Guibakhor, near Tashkent, possee that Juma’s family has its visits cut off, as she had been reporting on
poned the sentencing until 28 May then convicted Hamidov to six year&lse stories about Juma being ill-treat®dvernment’ response to the
imprisonment.Other information: Hamidov is reportedly a prolific UN: In May 2009 the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and
poet. He was also a popular radio-host on Islam of the show ‘Kolisli®pinion of the United Nations (UN), published his report, including
Sari’ (Voice of Impartiality) broadcasted by the Tashkent-based Navruzommunications transmitted to the Uzbek government on Juma’s case,
FM. According to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL),and the responses receivéacording to these responses, Yusuf Juma
Hamidov was tried with 18 other people who were found to be membeasid his son ‘publicly insulted, resisted the authority of and inflicted
of the Islamic group Jihadchilar (Jihadis®)evious political persecu- moderate bodily harm on a law enforcement officer of the Karakul
tion: In 2007 Hamidov's newspapédamlar Orasida (Among the  municipal district’ while in an unauthorised march. In its response of 22
People), that dealt with issues including infant mortality, corruption, anfpril 2008, the government states that after his arrest, medical examina-
homosexuality. The newspaper was closed down by the authd?llls. tion showed that Yusuf Juma’s health was satisfactory and he was free of
position: PEN consider this case as an investigation pending informatidsodily harm, and that during the time he spent at Bukhara correctional

that Hamidov has not advocated violence. institution he did not make any complaints ‘about unlawful acts by the
o institution’s administration’ Previous political persecution: Juma is
Judicial Concern well known for his opposition activities and has been subject to arrest

Yusuf Juma (Dzhuma): poet. Age 50Sentence: five years in prison and harassment in recent years including a three year sentence passed i
Arrest: Reported disappeared on 10 December 2007, and subsequer@01 for “unconstitutional activities”. He was freed in early 2002.

found to have been arrested on 22 December 2007. His arrest followfRAN 28/08 - 22 May 2008; Update #1 — 21 November 2008]

series of demonstrations he and his son staged in Bukhara, where they

displayed anti President Karimov posters against charges made agaﬁﬁﬁf detention

another son, Mashrab Dzhuma, who was arrested on 4 December*aadili MARKOQV: Independent journalist from Tashkent, was reportedly
was charged with rape, allegations that he and his family dispute. Aledstained in Andijan, on 17 June 2010. Markov went to Andijan to assist a
were raised when, on 10 December 2007, after an altercation with policelleague who had been arrested by the police. Markov was taken by the
in Bukhara, neighbours reported that dozens of police had descendedpafice but was not allowed to carry his luggage with him, where he had
the Juma home, and heard shooting from inside the house in a rampageidentity documents. Once at the police station, Markov was asked for
that lasted until 1 am the following morning. Neighbours also report thadtis documents, and for the lack of them, he was sent to a homeless distri-
after the police left, they went to the house to find no-one there and thetion centre. He was released later that day.

corpses of pet dogs and livestock that had been shot. Juma was thoughtleiksey VOL OSEVICH: Independent journalist based in Tashkent, was
have been at his house at the time, along with three of his children agegortedly detained after travelling to the Uzbek border with Kyrgyzstan,
25, 19 and 11, and his daughter-in-law and two grand children aged fiea 13 June 2010. Volosevich went to the area to report on the conditions
and two. For some days there were concerns that Juma had been arreftedefugees who fled the violent confrontations between ethnic Uzbeks
and possibly killed. However by 22 December 2007 he was found to hased Kyrgyz in southern Kyrgyzstan in early June 2010. No reasons were
been detained after he had spent some days in hiding. Some fanmalyparently given for his detention. Three days later, Volosevich was
members are said to have fled abr@aovernment response: in a letter  released without charge.

to PEN from the Uzbek Ambassador to London, responding to queries

made by the organisation, it is confirmed that the arrests occurred aftefi@rassment

“protest action” staged against the decision to sentence one of Jurh&@d YANYSHEV, Khusniddin KUTBIDDINOV, Aleksei VOL OSE-

sons — Mashrab Juma - to a prison term on charges of assault and injMyCH and Marina KOZLOVA (f): Journalists for various media
The letter states that in December 2007 a dispute arose at the home ofiflets, were reportedly called for an informal talk at the Tashkent prose-
friend during which Mr Juma attacked another person present withautor’s office from 7 to 9 January 2010. The four journalists were ques-
knife. Mashrab Juma is charged with deliberate injury under Article 10doned by an officer of the prosecution office, who showed them a
of the Criminal Code. The letter further states that the men insultgzersonal dossier on each one of them, as compiled by the authorities.
police who attempted to break up the meeting and then drove awdyhey were also given some questions and were asked to write their
injuring two policemen. They were subsequently charged under Articleplies to the prosecutor. Reports say that the journalists were accused of
104 of the Criminal code — deliberate injury, and Article 219 — resisting practicing partial journalism that insulted the Uzbek authorities. The
police officer in the course of their duty. Reports from other sourcesfficer reportedly asked the journalists to confirm they were authors of



the articles that were in their dossiers, to give the names of the outl®tsuri BENZENINE: former correspondent for the newspaper
they contribute to, and to disclose their pen-names. The journalists haehourouk El Youmi, in the western region of the country, was reportedly
reportedly contributed to various outlets, includitig Associated Press, sentenced to two months in prison and a fine for defamation in a case
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), and thelnstitute for War brought by a member of parliament. Accordindetd\atan, Benzenine

and Peace Reporting. Two other journalists were also called for ques-did not know about the trial against him until receiving official notifica-

tioning, but refused to attend without a summons. tion of the sentence on 3 May 2009. He appealed the sentence. The case
stems from a report on gas trafficking in the region, published in March
Case closed 2007. The case was ongoing as of 31 December 2009. No further news as

Kushodbek USMON: independent journalist was reportedly detainedof 30 June 2010.
on charges of defamation and insult on 23 February 2009. Initially, thHéassan BOURRAS: reporter, was sentenced to two months in prison on
journalist was detained for ‘hooliganism’ on 13 January 2009, but th28 October 2008 by an appeal courts in Saida for an article published in
charges were changed by the prosecutor without explanation. Usm2006 in the Arabic-language daily newspapéBilad. He was also
allegedly wrote critical reports on police officers of high rank. In latdbanned from writing for five years. Bourras had originally been
February 2009, a court in eastern Uzbekistan convicted Usmon to sientenced to a fine, but the appeals court increased the sentence without
months in prison for defamation and insult. He was released in July 20@ther him or his lawyer being present at the hearing. He was appealing
Case closed as no longer imprisoned. the ruling. The case was ongoing as of 31 December 2009. No further
news as of 30 June 2010.
Hafnaoui EI GHOUL : freelance journalist and human rights activist, is
reportedly facing sixteen lawsuits for his critical articles, which include
criminal defamation, insult to government authorities and contempt. The
charges have been filed by a local official of Djelfa province. One of the
lawsuits reportedly stems from a report regarding alleged corruption and
human rights violations in the local prison, published in the newspaper

= Al-Wasat in October 2008. Ghoul is a member of the Algerian League

M 1 d d I e E ast for the Defence of Human Rights. All the cases were ongoing as of 31
= December 2009. Previous problems: In 2004, Ghoul served a six-month

an d N (o) I't h Af rica prison sentence for criminal defamation stemming from one of his arti-

cles. Update: On 27 October 2009, El Ghoul was reportedly convicted on
charges of defamation and contempt of a public institution in two sepa-
rate trials. He was sentenced to a total of four months’ imprisonment, two
of them suspended, and a fine and was also ordered to pay damages. He
appealed in both cases and remained free pending the outcome. These

ALGERIA cases were brought after Djelfa officials complained about articles by El
. Ghoul inAl-Wasat alleging mismanagement and corruption. In January
On trial 2010, an unidentified person reportedly attacked EI Ghoul with a knife in

Omar BELHOUCHET: editor of the French-languagkaily news- the street.

paper El Watan, is reportedly on trial for defamation in relation to a

piece he wrote in February 2005, in which he quoted a statement mdd@rassed

by a union leader of Air Algeria. The case was filed by Air AlgeridAdléne MEDDI, Mustapha BEFODIL and Said KHATABI: Meddi

There was a court hearing on 10 May 2009. As of 31 December 200#hd Befodil are journalists for the daily newspdagenatan; Khatabi is a

Belhouchet was still awaiting the outcome of the chledfurther news  reporter for the dailfl Khabar. On 3 May 2010, all three were report-

as of 30 June 2010. (See also case below). edly arrested as they organized a sit-in outside the headquarters of the

Omar BELHOUCHET and Salima TLEMCANI: editor and reporter  state television company to demand the liberalization of the audiovisual

respectively of the French-language daily newspaper ElI Watan, wesector in Algeria. They were questioned and released later the same day.

reportedly given a three-month sentence and a fine of 50,000 Dinaksrally planned to mark World Press Freedom Day was reportedly

(approx. 500 Euros), on charges of defamation in late December 20@nned on the grounds of a state of emergency in the country.

The trial is related to a report published in the newspaper in 2004

regarding an alleged healer who practices without any medical qualificgeleased

tion. The case was filed by the healer. Both journalists were free pendiBg RIADH: correspondent for the daily newspaj#bilad in Chlef,

the outcome of their appeal, still pending as of 31 December 2009. ROOkm west of the capital Algiers, was reportedly sentenced to two

further news as of 30 June 2010. (See also case above). months in prison on 15 March 2010, for allegedly defaming a senator in a
*Belhamideche BELKACEM: editor of the daily newspap&éflexions, September 2009 article on electoral corruption. The prosecution had

was reportedly sentenced to six months in prison by a court i@pparently requested a sentence of one year. Presumed to have been freed

Mostaganem on 8 May 2010, for allegedly defaming the President of tloe expiry of his sentence.

People’s Congress of Ain Boudinar. The case related to an article on

corruption published in the 10 June 2009 editioRéffexions. It is not

clear whether Belkacem filed an appeal; PEN is seeking further informa-

tion. 91
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of ‘broadcasting statements that could disturb public order’ was dropped.
BAH RAI N The Court of Appeal upheld the four-year sentence on 12 March 2007.
. Place of detention: Borg El-Arab Prison in Alexandridreatment in
Facing charges Prison: Reported to be beaten and ill-treated in detention. Said to be in a
*Mohammed AL-SAWAD: Courts reporter for thal-Bilad newspaper.  poor state of health. He must follow the strict rules that apply to political
Charged in early June 2010 under Article 246 of the Penal Code wiitisoners during visits, although he remains in the criminal prisoners
violating a publication ban. The ban, issued by the Attorney General alivision, where he is treated without any consideration of his rights as a
25 March 2010, applied to all coverage of the case of a former ministpolitical prisoner. Reports suggest that the prison administration does not
on trial for alleged money laundering. The charge carries a one-yealtow him to go to the prison yard as others do, and that fellow inmates

prison sentence. Remains free on bail as of 30 June 2010. harass him under orders of the prison administratRequest for
release: According to the Arabic Network for Human Rights
Case closed Information (ANHRI), Egyptian law states that once three quarters of the

Husain SABT: Journalist for the dailjAlwaqt, charged on 26 June 2009 prison sentence have been served, the prisoner has the right to be

with defamation for an article on alleged corruption at the Bahraineleased. Kareem Amer filed for his release in October 2009, and on 22

Labour Market Regulatory Authority. In late March 2010, it was reportedNovember 2009 his request was rejected. Is now expected to serve his

that after a number of court hearings before the Higher Criminal Courfyll prison term, which expires in November 20E0evious political

he was ordered to post an apology in the newspaper. Charges droppathrisonment/problems: Previously arrested for posting anti-religious

case closed. articles on his website and held for almost three weeks in October 2005.
Awards. Kareem Amer was awarded the journalism award at the 7th
Annual Index on Censorship Freedom of Expression Awards on 14

EGYPT March 2007. Adopted by the United Nations Working Group on

) . Arbitrary Detention’ on 23 March 2008lonorary member of: English
Imprisoned: Main case and American PEN. (RAN 04/07, 24 January 2007; update #1, 26
Mosaad ABU-FAJR February 2007; update #2, 13 March 2007; update #3, 28 November

Profession: Novelist and Internet writ€rate of arrest: 26 December  2007; update #4, 8 September 2008)

2007 Details of arrest: Mosaad Abu-Fajr has been detained without . . o

charge since 26 December 2007 for his peaceful activism in support/§#prisoned: investigation

the Bedouins of the Sinai Peninsula, his own native people, who are séldni NAZER AZIZ: Internet writer and social worker. Reportedly

to be ill-treated by the Egyptian authorities in Northern Sinai. The aredetained on 3 October 2008, when he handed himself to the police after
borders the Gaza Strip, where the political climate is extremely volatiléhe authorities detained some of his relatives forcing him to come
and the risk of terrorist attack is high. Remains detained under orderfofward. He is being held at Borg El-Arab prison in Alexandria, without
the Ministry of the Interior without charge or trial in spite of repeatedtharges. Nazer Aziz is said to be a Christian internet writer, critical of the
court rulings ordering his release. In mid July 2009 it was reported thaiews of conservative Muslims and Christians. There are reports that
the Ministry of the Interior had issued another arrest warrant againatile browsing his blog some young Muslims found a link to an elec-
Abu-Fajr, which would be the thirteenth warrant against the writer. litronic novel, which is said to be controversial, entifdedzeel’s Goat in

May 2010 the Egyptian government announced its intention to release lecca written by another internet writer who calls himself ‘Father Utah’.
detainees held under emergency law before the beginning of June 20M@wever, they assumed Nazer Aziz was the author which is thought to be
with the exception of those arrested for terrorism and involvement in thibe motive for his detention. Soon after Nazer Aziz’s detention, a bishop
drugs tradeHealth concerns and place of detention: His health has from the locality of Naga Hammadi, where Aziz is from, is said to have
reportedly sharply deteriorated in prison. In early December 2008 hevssited the writer's family and asked them not to publicise his detention,
said to have been moved from Borg Al Arab Prison to Abu Zaabal prisan order to achieve a deal with the authorities to guarantee Aziz release.
where he is held in poor conditions. (RAN 06/09 — 22 January 200®owever, according to local reports, Nazer Aziz’'s lawyer was asked by
Previous political imprisonment/problems: Mosaad Abu-Fajr was the writer to make his case public. According to the Arabic Network for
previously briefly detained in September 20@ther information: Human Rights (ANHR), on 14 December 2009 the State Security
Mosaad Abu-Fajr has reportedly published one ndal el-Badan, the ~ Supreme Criminal Court issued the fourth release warrant for Nazer;
name of a mountain in Sinai province. He is also the editor of the wdipwever the Egyptian Ministry of Interior refused to release him. Again,
siteWedna N'ish’ (We Want To Live), which he founded as a mouth-piece despite a Court order of 3 April 2010, the Ministry of Interior has

for Sinai Bedouins. [Reportedly freed on 14 July 2010] renewed Nazer's detention without charge. Nazer is held under
Emergency Law, which allows for renewable detention orders without
Abdel Kareem Nabil SULEIMAN (aka Kareem Amer) charge. ANHR reports that since his arrest Nazer has been under pressure

D.o.b: 1984 Profession: Internet activistDate of arrest: 6 November to convert to Islam to be released, and that he was forced to reveal the
2006Sentence: Four years in prisoixpires. 5 November 201@etails  password for his web blogareez Hob (Preacher of Love), which was

of arrest: Arrested after posting articles critical of Islam on his blogthen deleted by the authorities. Still detained as of 30 June 2010.
(www.karam903.blogspot.com). He was charged with ‘incitement to .

hatred of Islam’ and ‘circulating rumours threatening public order On trial

Details of trial: His trial began on 18 January 2007 and he wasVael ABBAS: Prominent journalist and internet writer. Reportedly
sentenced to four years in prison on 22 February 2007 on chargessehtenced in absentia to six months in prison on 21 November 2009 on
‘disparaging Islam’ and ‘defaming the Egyptian president’. The chargeharges of ‘damaging an internet cable’ for exposing police violence on



his web blog. Remained free on bail pending appeal until the coutled El Baradei and the Dream of the Green Revolution. Reports say that
dismissed the conviction in February 2010. However, on 10 March 20K&curity services raided his home and seized the copies of the book. The
Egypt’s Economic Court sentenced Abbas to the same sentence Bwok reportedly calls for political change in the country. Mahana was
‘providing a telecommunications service to the public without permisreleased few days later.
sion’. Neither Abbas nor his lawyer had been notified about the convigchmed MOSTAFA: Internet writer and engineering student, was report-
tion and he remained free as of early April 2010. No further details as eflly summoned to the Kafr Al Sheikh military prosecution office on 25
30 June 2010. February 2010, and was immediately arrested. Mostafa, aged 20, was
*Hisham Bahaa EI-DIN: Member of the actor’s union Ashraf Zaki, told that a complaint had been filed against him regarding a publication
reportedly on trial after the head of the union filed an insult and libel suiff false information on his web blog a year before. Reports say that the
against him for an article EI-Din wrote and published on his Facebookomment Mostafa posted on his blog was regarding an alleged case of
The article entitled “Scandal at the Acting Profession’s Union”, dated fiepotism at a military academy in Egypt. The prosecutor brought
January 2010, allegedly criticises the performance of some Union boavtbstafa to trial under Law 113 and the Criminal Code for ‘the publica-
members. The first hearing was held on 24 April 2010. WiPC seeking @on of information considered a secret of the armed forces, spreading
update. false information with the goal of causing harm and insulting officials
*Wael EI-EBRASHI and Samar AI-DAWI: Editor and journalists responsible for admission of students into the military academy’. The
respectively, of the newspapgawt ElI-Umma, reportedly face charges of military trial began on 1 March 2010. On 9 March 2010 it was reported
‘inciting the public against a new property tax law’. The case is linked tthat Mostafa had been released conditionally and that he had agreed to
a campaign launched in January 2010 by the newspaper opposing a @elogise, as well as remove the posting from his blog. Mostafa’s
legislation. The first hearing has been set up for 18 July 2010. defence said that the military court had not given any explanation about
*Amr GHARBEIA: Internet writer and staff of Amnesty International, his release and that they had kept the case on file, which means that the
reportedly charged in May 2010 with ‘criminal defamation’, ‘blackmail’, case could be reopened in the future.
and ‘misuse of the internet’. The charges are linked to a complaint made
by a judge in February 2007 over a review Gharbeia had written of tféarassed
judge’s book. If found guilty Gharbeia faces imprisonment and a fine. * Youssef ZEIDAN: Novelist, has been reportedly harassed after the
*Hamdi KANDIL: Independent journalist. Charged with defamation onpublication of his book entitledAzazel, which according to some
18 May 2010 for a 3 May piece published in the newspApé&hurug, Christian groups defames their religion. In early May 2010 it was
after a complaint filed by the Foreign Affairs Minister. In the article,reported that a group of Christian lawyers joined an ‘actio popularis’
Kandil reportedly criticised a statement made by the Minister that contrarging for a five-year prison term for Zeidan, under Article 98 of the
dicted a previous official statement. No further information as of 30 Jurfeenal Code. The petition was initially sent to the prosecutor, and was
2010. later made public.

Sentenced in absentia Case closed

*Madgy (Magdi) Ahmed HESSEIN: Former editor of the now closed Abdel Rahman AYYASH, Magdi SAAD and Ahmad Abu KHALIL:
El-Shaab newspaper, and politician, was reportedly sentenced to oraternet writers for the blogél-Ghaeeb (The Stranger)yalla Mesh
year in prison and a fine on 15 June 2010, by the North Cairo Court bfohem (Who Cares), andBayarek (The Lanterns) respectively.
Appeal. The case goes back to 1996, when a relative of the then MinisReportedly detained by the Egyptian authorities without charge in late
of Interior filed a complaint against the newspaper &itehaab report-  July 2009. WiPC learned in June 2010 that they were released without
edly launched a campaign against the Minister and his family. Theeing charged after a period of brief detention. Case closed.
lengthy process finally ended after fourteen years, in mid 2010. Hessein
is currently serving a two-year prison sentence in Al-Mourj prison, iMhmed MOHSEN: Internet writer for the blog
Cairo, as ordered by a military court because he allegedly infiltrated titp://eyestillopen.blogspot.com, was reportedly arrested from his home
Gaza Strip on 31 January 2009. Reports say that he participated imna=ayoum city by state security agents on 29 April 2009 and charged

campaign supporting the Palestinian cause. with ‘exploiting the democratic climate prevailing in the country to over-
throw the regime’ for his critical writings online. WiPC learned in June
Sentenced: free on appeal 2010 that Mohsen was held for 45 days before being released and the

Yasser BARAKAT: Editor-in-chief of the Al-Mogaz newspaper. charges dropped. Case closed.

Sentenced to one year in prison on 2 February 2010 in two separate insult

and libel cases filed by MP and journalist Mostafa Al-Bakri in Januar

and February 2008. The cases stem from two articles published iRAN

Barakat in November 2007 and January 2008 accusing Bakri of engagin

in ‘illegal profiteering’ — taking advantage of his government positions té/lled: executed

buy land for less than the market value. Thirteen cases have been fiRetzad KAMANGAR

against Barakat by Al-Bakri, three of which have been won by the MHAeacher and writer. According to PEN’s information, Farzad Kamangar

Barakat remains free pending appeal. was among five Kurdish activists to be hanged at dawn on 9 May 2010 in
. . Tehran’s Evin prison on alleged terrorism charges. Kamangar had been
Brief detention detained since May 2006 and was sentenced to death by a revolutionary

*Ahmed MAHANA: Publisher of the Dawan Publishing House, wascourt in February 2008 following a trial lasting around five minutes. He
reportedly arrested on 3 April 2010 over the publication of the book entitad been ill-treated in detention. He repeatedly denied prosecutors’ 18-
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gations of involvement with a Kurdish nationalist group, the Party opeople live there”. He also wanted to “humanise” Iranians for Israelis. In
Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), and his lawyer Khalil Bahramian assertite March 2010 it was reported that Derakhshan’s mother sent an open
that there was no evidence to support the charges and that the revdditer to the head of the judiciary demanding the released of her son.
tionary court which sentenced Kamangar acted arbitrarily, in gross viol®etails of trial: Trial reportedly began on 23 June 2010 on charges of
tion of the Iranian constitution. He also claims that Kamangar wagonspiracy’ and ‘acting against national securiBlace of detention:
executed before his appeal had been heard and without prior notificatidfyin prison, TehranTreatment in prison: Hossein Derakhshan is held

in violation of procedure. It is widely believed that Kamangar wasncommunicado in Evin prison, where he is said to be ill-treated and has
targeted for his non-violent political activism. The executions appear toeen under pressure to make a ‘confession’. Held in solitary confinement
be an attempt to intimidate members of the Kurdish minority and othéor the first eight months of his detention. Has only been allowed to meet
critics and opponents of the government in the run up to the first annivédris family twice since his arrest, most recently on 29 October 2009.

sary of last year’s disputed presidential election. Health concerns: There are serious concerns for his physical and
. . psychological well-being.Other information: Nicknamed ‘the

Imprisoned: Main Cases Blogfather’, thirty-five year-old Hossein Derakhshan is known for

*Bahman Ahmadi AMOUEE pioneering ‘blogging’ in Iran with his Internet diaries, in both English

Profession: Reformist journalist. Contributor to several reformist news-and Farsi, which have been critical of the Iranian authorities though more
papers includingviihan, Hamshahri, Jame'e, Khordad, Norooz, and  recently have been sympathetic to President Ahmadinajad. He is said to
Sharg. Former editor of the now banned leading economic newspapbe a controversial figure.

Sarmayeh. Date of arrest: 19 June 201@entence: Seven years and four

months, reduced to five years on appEapires: 18 June 201Details  Adnan HASSANPOUR

of arrest: Reportedly arrested with his wife, Zhila (Jila) Baniyaghoub,Profession: Iranian Kurdish journalist, writer and human rights activist.
editor-in-chief of théranian Women’s Club, a news Web site focusing on Date of arrest: 25 January 200%entence: Death penalty, commuted to
women'’s rights, on 19 June 2009 in Tehran. She was released on bailten years in prisonExpires. 24 January 201Details of arrest:

19 August 2009 (see belowpetails of trial: On 5 January 2010, Reportedly detained on 25 January 2007 in Marivan, a small city in the
Amouee was sentenced to seven years and four months in jail, andr&tthwestern province of Kurdistan, apparently for expressing his views
lashes, on security charges. In early March 2010, the sentence veasthe Kurdish issue. He was reportedly held incommunicado without
reduced to five years in prison. Amouee was released on bail for thkearge in a Ministry of Intelligence facility in Marivan, and transferred to
Iranian New Year, on 21 March. He returned to Evin prison on 30 MaWlarivan prison on 26 March 2007. In April 2007, thehr News

2010.Place of detention: Evin prison. Agency, which is said to have close links with Iran’s judiciary, apparently
alleged that Adnan Hassanpour had been in contact with Kurdish opposi-
Massoud BASTANI tion groups and had helped two people from Khuzestan province, who

Profession: Journalist for the reformist newspapanihikhtegan and  were wanted by the authorities, to flee from Iran. However, it is thought
Jomhoriyat, a news Web site affiliated with the defeated presidentiahat he may be held for a phone conversation he had with a staff member
candidate Mir-Hossein Mousaate of arrest: 5 July 2009Sentence: of Radio \oice of America shortly before his arredRetails of trial: He

6 years in prisorexpires: 4 July 2015Details of arrest: Reportedly  appeared before the Islamic Revolutionary Court in Sanandaj on 12 June
arrested when he went to a Tehran court seeking information about 2807, in the presence of his lawyer. On 16 July 2007 he was told that he
wife, journalist Mehsa Amrabadi, who had been arrested on 15 Juhad been sentenced to death on charges of espionadéoaactbeh

2009 and was released on 25 August 20@%ails of trial: Bastani was  (‘fighting God’). The sentence was confirmed on 22 October 2007, but
among 140 opposition figures and journalists who faced a mass, televiseals overturned by the Supreme Court in Tehran in August 2008 on
trial on 1 August 2009 on vague anti-state accusations (see Kignocedural grounds. The case was returned to Sanandaj for a re-trial and
Tajbakhsh below). Sentenced on 20 October 2009 to six years in prisheard on 6 September 2008 and 30 January 2009. He was sentenced t
for “propagating against the regime and congregating and mutinying ten years in prison on 1 July 2009Previous political

create anarchy” for his alleged role in the post-election unresimprisonment/problems. Adnan Hassanpour is a former member of the
Treatment in prison: Reported in September 2009 to have been held foeditorial board of the Kurdish-Persian weekly jourrfedo (Horizon),

weeks in solitary confinemer®@ther information: Bastani had been which was closed by the Iranian authorities in August 2005, following
editor-in-chief of the now-bannededa-ye Eslahat (Voice of Reform)  widespread unrest in Kurdish areas. He had previously been tried in

weekly. connection with articles published in the jourr@ther information:
He is a member of the Kurdish Writer's Association. (RAN 11/07 and
Hossein DERAKHSHAN subsequent updatesjonorary member of: Swedish and Basque PEN.

D.o.b.: c.1975Profession: Internet writerDate of arrest: 1 November

2008. Details of arrest: According to PEN's information, Hossein Mohammad Sadiq KABUDVAND

Derakhshan was arrested from his family home in Tehran on 1 NovemHtRerofession: Editor of the journalPayam-e Mardom-e Kurdistan and

2008 shortly after returning to Iran from several years living in Canadidurdish rights activistDate of arrest: 1 July 2007 Sentence: 11 years

and the United Kingdom. The authorities did not officially acknowledgén prison.Expires: 30 June 201®etails of arrest: Reportedly arrested

his detention until 30 December 2008. He is thought to be accusedatf his place of work in Tehran by plain-clothed security officers.
‘spying for Israel’, apparently for a highly publicised trip he made td~ollowing his arrest, he was first taken to his house where three
Israel — with whom Iran has no diplomatic relations - in 2006, travellingomputers, books, photographs, family films and personal documents
on a Canadian passport. He declared that this trip was to show isre confiscated. He spent the first five months of his detention in soli-
“20,000 daily Iranian readers what Israel really looks like and howary confinement. His family was unable to raise the bail that could have



enabled him to be freed pending triletails of trial: Kabudvand's trial My Laughter. Details of trial: Sentenced to 4 years imprisonment on 4
began on 25 May 2008, and he was sentenced at a closed court orF2Bruary 2010. No formal charges have been disclosed.

June 2008 to eleven years in prison by the Tehran Revolutionary Court

for forming a human rights organisation in Iran’s Kurdish region. Thé&aid MATINPOUR

sentence was upheld on 23 October 2008 by the Teheran Appeal Co®riofession: Journalist with the Azeri-language weekdyrpagh. Date of

Place of detention: Intelligence Ministry’s Section 209 of Evin Prison. arrest: 28 May 2007Sentence: Eight years in prisonExpires. 27
Treatment in prison: Held incommunicado and said to be ill-treated. August 2014Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested on 28 May 2007 at
Health concerns: Suffers from high blood pressure, skin and kidneyhis home in the northwestern city of Zanjan. Reportedly held incommu-
conditions. On 19 May 2008 Kabudvand reportedly suffered a stroke iricado in pre-trial detention in section 209 of Evin prison, without access
Evin prison and has been denied access to adequate medical care. Said tamily visits, until 26 February 2008 because his family was unable to
have suffered another stroke in December 2008, and is said to be in a adise the bail sum. Released on bail, but reportedly taken into detention
ical condition, and in urgent need of specialist medical attentioragain on 11 July 2009 to serve the remainder of his senteaizls of
Previous political detention: Among several prominent Kurdish human trial: Convicted by a Tehran revolutionary court behind closed doors on
rights defenders and journalists to be detained on 2 August 2004 June 2008 on charges of ‘maintaining relations with foreigners’ and
following protests in the city of Sanandaj, capital of Kurdistan.publicity against the Islamic Republic’. His lawyer was not present at
Kabudvand was reportedly sentenced to 10 months in prison on & hearing. His sentence was upheld on appeal in June 268i8h
August 2005 for “separatist propaganda’. Reportedly held in solitargoncerns: Said to suffer from digestive and back problems as a result of
confinement for 66 days before being freed on bail. For reasons unclé&treatment in prison.

to PEN, Kabudvand was summoned by the Office for the Execution of

Sentences on 22 September 2006, and ordered to serve out the remaiRéza NOURBAKHSH

of his sentence. Released in April 2007. (RAN 30/07 -18 July 200Rrofession: Editor-in-chief of the reformist newspapBarhikhtegan.
Update #1 -15 November 2007; Update #2 — 4 June 2B0&)ssional Also contributed toJomhuriyat, a news Web site supportive of the
details: Mohammad Sadiq Kabudvand was Chair of the Kurdish Humadefeated presidential candidate Mir-Hossein Moudaaie of arrest: 4
Rights Organization (RMMK) based in Tehran, and former editor oAugust 2009 Sentence: Six yearsin prison, reduced to threeyearson
Payam-e Mardom-e Kurdestan (Kurdistan People’s Message) a weekly — appeal. Expires: 3 August 2012 Details of arrest: Authorities report-
published in Kurdish and Persian, which was banned on 27 June 208dly took Nourbakhsh into custody after searching his h@eils of

after only 13 issues for ‘disseminating separatist ideas and publishifigal: Nourbakhsh was among more than 100 opposition figures and
false reports’. He has also reportedly written two books on democragyurnalists who faced a mass, televised trial which began in early August
and a third on the women’s movement in Iran, which were not giveB009 on vague anti-state accusations. He was sentenced to six years in
publishing licences. (RAN 30/07 — 18 July 2007; Update #2 — 4 Jurgison on 3 November 2009 although the exact charges against him were
2008; Update #3 — 2 July 2008; Update #4 — 4 November 2008 not immediately disclosed. Sentence reduced to three years on appeal.
information: Recipient of the 2009 Hellmann/Hammett award.

Honorary member of: Swedish PEN. Ahmad ZAID-ABADI
Profession: Journalist who wrote a weekly column fdRooz Online, a
Saeed LAILAZ (LAYLAZ) Farsi- and English-language reformist news Web $iate of arrest:

Profession: Editor of the now-banned daily business jo8arathayeh June 200%Bentence: Six years in prisofxpires: June 201Details of

and a vocal critic of President Mahmoud Ahmedinejad’s economiarrest: Reportedly arrested in Tehran during the crackdown on protests
policy. Date of arrest: 17 June 200%entence: Nine years in prison. following the disputed June 2009 presidential electibesails of trial:
Expires: 16 June 201®etails of arrest: Reportedly arrested at his Zaid-Abadi was reportedly among more than 100 opposition figures and
home in Tehran on 17 June 20@&:tails of trial: Among 140 opposi- journalists who faced a mass, televised trial in August on vague anti-state
tion figures and journalists who faced a mass, televised trial on 1 Augustcusations. In November, he was sentenced to six years in prison, five
2009 on vague anti-state accusations for their alleged participation years of exile in Gonabad, Razavi Khorasan province, and a lifetime
protests following the disputed presidential elections of 13 June 2008eprivation of social and political activities. Sentence upheld on appeal
Sentenced on 18 November 2009 on charges of ‘congregation aimdearly January 201Q@reatment in prison: His wife reports that he is
mutiny against national security’, ‘propagation against the regimebeing held in inhumane conditions.

‘disrupting public order’, and ‘keeping classified documents’. Most o

the evidence against him reportedly related to articles published 4ﬁ"P”30”ed investigation

Sarmayeh, and an investigation into the Iranian judiciary publishedSassan AGHAEE: Freelance journalist, contributor to a number of
online. Place of detention: Evin prison. Treatment in prison: newspapers includinBarhikhtegan, Etemad, Tose' eh, Mardom Salari,
Reportedly held for three months in solitary confinement and denieghd Etemad e Melli. Also author of the blogree Tribune. Reportedly

reading and writing materials. arrested on 22 November 2009 when security forces raided his home.
Held at Evin Prison, no formal charges have been disclosed. In a letter
Javad MAHZADEH the journalist asked to be opened in case of his arrest, Aghaee said any

Profession: Journalist and novelisDate of arrest: 22 October 2010 confessions he might make in custody should be disregarded as coerced,
Sentence: Four years in prisofexpires: 21 October 201Details of according to the reformist Web silaras. WiPC checking whether still
arrest: Reportedly arrested on his way to work. Mahzadepolitical ~ detained.

analyst and a literary critic who wrote for the web siteanian Seyyed Massoud HOSSEINI LAVASSANI: Journalist with Mehr
Diplomacy andBaran, was well-known in Iran for the novéake Away News Agency and blogger, reportedly detained on 26 September 2989
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and sentenced to eight and a half years’ imprisonment. WiPC seekiagd journalists. Arrested on 4 March 2007 along with thirty other women
further details. activists. All four were released on bail in March 2007 but are still facing
Nader KARIMI JUNI: Journalist with publication&ozaresh, Fekr, charges of ‘acting against national security’, ‘participating in an illegal
Jahan Sanat, Sasat Ruz, reportedly detained in December 2008 anddemonstration’ and ‘publicity against the Islamic Republic’ for organ-
sentenced to ten years imprisonment in January 2009 for acting agaiisshg a demonstration in Tehran on 4 March 20R&rvin Ardalan,
national security, conspiracy and spying. Held in Evin prison as of 3&inner of Olof Palme Prize 2007 and honorary member of Swedish PEN,
December 2009. WiPC seeking further details of charges. is facing two terms of six-month imprisonment. Other women journalists
Reza RAFI'EE-FOROUSHANI: Freelance journalist, was reportedly and internet writers facing possible imprisonment in connection with the
sentenced to 7 years imprisonment and 5 years of suspended sentengerotest includeNusheen Ahmadi Khorasani (6 months), Jelveh
charges of espionage. A confession reportedly extracted under duresdagaheri (6 months), Maryam Hosseinkhah (6 months), Nahid
said to have been used as evidence against him. WiPC seeking furtheshavarz (6 months) an®elaram Ali (30 months and 10 lashes (RAN
details. 13/07, 12 March 2007; Update #1, 26 March 2007).
Keyvan SAMIMI-BEHBEHANI: Editor of the bannetlameh maga- Mohammad Ali ABTAHI: Well known blogger. Reportedly arrested
zine and human rights defender, reportedly arrested at his home onfi@dm his home in Tehran on 16 June 2009. Reportedly sentenced to six
June 2009 and held in Section 209 of Evin prison. Said to have been ikears in prison at mass trials of opposition activists. Released on bail on
treated in detention. Reportedly sentenced to six years imprisonment &#iNovember 2009. No further details as of 30 June 2010.
life-long deprivation of political activities on 2 February 2010 on chargedila (Zhila) BANIYAGHOUB (f): Editor-in-chief of thelranian
of ‘Propaganda against the system, congregating and conspiracy to unddomen’s Club, a news web site focusing on women'’s rights, has been
mine the national security’. WiPC seeking further details of the chargesreportedly sentenced to one year in prison and 30-year ban from jour-
*Abdolreza TAJIK: Journalist for the reformist newspapers, now closedpalism on 8 June 2010. She was arrested on 19 June 2009, with her
Bahar, Bonyan and Shargh, activist, and member of the organization husband journalist Bahman Ahmadi Amoue, who is serving a five-year
Defenders of Human Rights Centre, was reportedly detained on 12 Jyméson sentence on security charges (see above ‘main cases’).
2010. Thought to be held in Evin Prison as of 30 June 2010. The reas®@®niyaghoub was released on bail on 19 August 2009; however, the trial
for his detention remain unknown. Previously briefly detained on twagainst her continued on charges of ‘propaganda against the regime’, for
occasions in the past year. her reports in relation to the June 2009 presidential elections in Iran and
Bahman TUTUNCHI: Journalist and former member of the editorial the protests that occurred afterwards. Her defence filed an appeal on 27
board of the banned Kurdish weeldyafto. Reportedly detained on 18 June 2010 and she remains free.
November 2008 at his home in Sanandaj, Iranian Kurdistan. Repo®@nid MAMARIAN, Roozbeh MIREBRAHIMI, Shahram
suggest that he has been subject to harassment since the clé@aftoof RAFIZADEH and Javad GHOLAMTAMIMI: Internet writers.
in December 2007. Said to have recently been moved to the section Reportedly sentenced to three years imprisonment, fines and flogging by
drug addicts in Sanandaj prison. On 9 April 2009 it was reported thdehran Judiciary Court on 3 February 2009, on charges which include
Tutunchi remains detained without charge. WiPC seeking further detailpropaganda against the state’, ‘disseminating lies, ‘disturbing public
. . order’, and ‘membership of illegal organisations’. They were arrested in
Sentenced in absentia September and October 2004, and were allegedly ill-treated while inter-
Maziar BAHARI: Leading Canadian-Iranian journalist, editor, play-rogated, spent time in solitary confinement and did not have legal council
wright and film-maker. According to PEN’s informatioNewsweek  or family visits. By the end of 2004 the writers were free on bail.
correspondent Maziar Bahari, aged 42, was released on 17 October 200@2marian, Mirebrahimi and Rafizadeh are currently living overseas,
from Evin prison, on a bail of approximately $300,000. He had beeonly Golamtamimi remains in Iran. The defence announced it would
detained since 21 June 2009, and is among around one hundred oppagpeal the conviction.
tion leaders and dissidents accused of fomenting a ‘velvet revolutiokaveh MOZAFARI and Jelveh JAVAHERI (f): Journalist for the
following the disputed presidential elections on 12 June. Bahari’s arreBéministSchool.com and4equality.info, both websites dealing with issues
was part of a major crackdown on dissent which has seen unprecedenteghrding women'’s rights. Reportedly detained on 1 May 2009. Mozafari
restrictions on the foreign media in Iran. Maziar Bahari was released aras detained by intelligence officers in the centre of Tehran, before the
humanitarian grounds, two days before his wife gave birth to the coupldieginning of the May Day demonstrations. The officers took him to his
first child. He has now been allowed to leave Iran and is reunited with Hi®me to do a search, and while there, they arrested his wife. On 3 May
family. On 9 May 2010 Maziar Bahari was sentenced in absentia by 2009, a judge set Javaheri’s bail for 100 million Toman, but according to
Iranian Court to thirteen years and six months imprisonment and der lawyer, she refused to pay the bail as she had not committed any
extended flogging on charges of ‘congregation and mutiny with the intetime. Mozafari was released on 25 June 2009, arrested again on 9 July
to commit crimes against national security’, for which he received a fivend released on 15 August 2009Previous political
year sentence, ‘collecting and keeping confidential and classified dodumprisonment/problems: Jelveh Javaheri has been previously detained
ments’ (four years), ‘propagation against the regime’ (one yeargnd charged on several occasions for her writings and activism in support
‘insulting the Supreme Leader’ (two years), ‘insulting the President’ (sief women'’s rights (see ‘On trial’ above), and was sentenced to six
months) and ‘disruption of public order’ (one year and 74 lashes). [RARonths’ imprisonment in October 2009 on charges of ‘endangering state

26/09 — Update #2 - 14 May 2010] security’ for her participation in a peaceful womens’ rights protest on 12
. June 2008. She was also sentenced to six months in prison in 2008 for
On trial ‘disturbing public opinion, propaganda against the state, and publication

Mahbubeh ABBASGHOLIZADEH (f), Parvin ARDALAN (f), Zhila  of lies’ for her role in publishing the website of t@kange for Equality
BANI-YAGHOUB (f) and Shadi SADR (f): Prominent women writers campaign. She is thought to remain free on bail. WiPC seeking an update.



Fariba PAJOOH (f): Freelance journalist. Reportedly arrested at heprison in October 2007 for “acting against national security’, ‘propa-
home in Tehran on 22 August 2009. Held at Evin Prison in Tehran amgénda against the Islamic Republic’ and ‘divulging state secret informa-
said to be in poor health. Pajooh worked for reformist news outlets sutbn’. In December 2007 he suffered a heart attack and three seizures in
as Etemad e Melli and the Iranian Labor News Agency, and for theprison, and remained in poor health without adequate medical care until
Persian service of Radio France Internationale (RFI) and Spain’s his release in October 2008. He was a main case of International PEN
Paise. Reportedly charged with “propagating against the regime” and tluring his previous detentions. (RAN 12/10 — 18 March 2010; Update #1
have been pressured to make a false confession. Released on bail or 23July 2010

December 2009. No further information as of 30 June 2010.

Hengameh SHAHIDI (f): Aged 34. Journalist and opposition activist. Siamak POURZAND

Reportedly arrested in early July 2009 and held for 50 days in solitafy.o.b.: 1930Profession: Journalist and film criticDate of arrest: 24
confinement at Section 209 of Evin prison, which is controlled by thélovember 2001.Sentence: 11 years’ imprisonmentExpires: 23
Ministry of Intelligence, where she was reportedly subjected to torturldovember 201Details of arrest: Abducted by the Iranian intelligence
and ill-treatment. Her lawyer said she had been facing pressure to adsgtvices on 24 November 2001. It is thought that his arrest may be
to “immoral relations” with men. Reportedly sentenced to six years and@®nnected to his position as manager of Nteggmue-ye Farrhangi-ye
months imprisonment and released on bail. Thought to remain frétonari-ye Tehran, a cultural centre for writers, artists, and intellectuals.
pending appeal. WiPC seeking an update. Pourzand is also known for his articles critical of the Islamic regime, and
Brief detention is said to have worked with Iranian foreign-based mébtails of trial:
Following the re-election of Mahmoud Ahmedinejad in the presidential On 6 March 2002, the Iranian authorities began closed and unannounced
elections announced on 13 June 2009, widespread peaceful protestsby ~ proceedings against Pourzand. On 13 April 2002 the Tehran General
supporters of opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi who disputethe  Court reportedly sentenced him to eleven years’ imprisonment on
election result have been suppressed by the authorities. Scores of jour- charges of “undermining state security through his links with monar-
nalists and leading reformists are amongst the hundreds to have been chists and counter-revolutionaries”. It is widely believed that the charges
arrested, and some have been handed down lengthy sentencesin mass  against him are based on ‘confessions’ which are thought to have been
trials (see ‘main cases above). Many have since been released but exacted under duress. The sentence was reportedly confirmed on 21 May
arrests are continuing and over 30 journalists are thought to remain 2002 following an appeal by his court-appointed lawyétsalth
detained as of 30 June 2010, please see www.cpj.organd www.rsf.org  concerns. Pourzand suffers from diabetes and a heart complaint. Said to

for more details. have been denied necessary medical treatment whilst in detention, and
» reported by his family to be in a serious condition both physically and
Conditional release psychologically. After a series of hospitalisations in 2004 he was

Emadeddin BAGHI: Prominent Iranian journalist and human rightsreleased on medical leave from prison. However according to his family
activist. Reportedly arrested on 28 December 2009 after massive protestsis denied permission to travel abroad for necessary medical treatment
in Tehran and other cities to mark the Shi'a religious observance ahd to visit his family who are living in exile in the USther informa-
Ashoura. He is in poor health stemming from his previous imprisonmertiion: Siamak Pourzand is the husband of writer and lawyer Mehrangiz
Baghi's arrest followed the broadcast by the BBC Persian Service ofkar. Honorary Member: Norwegian, Canadian and American PEN.
two-year old interview Baghi had conducted with the late AyatollaRAN 20/04, 27 April 2004)

Hossein-Ali Montazeri, an influential cleric who died in December 2009.

The government has sought to clamp down on publicity about MontazeDy. Kian TAJBAKHSH

who had criticized the conduct of the June presidential ele®eBsase D.o.b.: ¢.1962Profession: Iranian-American scholar, sociologist and

on bail: On 23 June 2010 Baghi was released from Evin prison, on baifban planneiDate of arrest: 9 July 200%entence: 15 years in prison,

of 200 million Tomans (approx. US$ 200,000). He reportedly faces addieduced to five years on appezkpires: 8 July 2014Details of arrest:

tional charges of undertaking ‘propaganda against the state’ amdcording to PEN’s information, Dr Tajbakhsh was arrested on charges
‘colluding to commit acts against national security’. He is due to be trieshcluding ‘acting against national security’ and espionage for his
on 7 July 2010.0ther information: Baghi is the founder of the subscription to Gulf/2000, a cultural and academic internet organization
Association for the Defence of Prisoner’s Rights, which had beesponsored by Colombia University’s School of International and Public
compiling information on torture and other abuses of detainees. In tidfairs. The organization reportedly aimed to increase the availability of
late 1990’s he exposed the serial murders of Iranian intellectuals. Hifformation about countries in the Gulf region, and is run by Gary Sick,
booksRight to Life andRight to Life Il argue for the abolition of the who the prosecution claims to be a CIA agent. The indictment also cited
death penalty and have been banned by the authorities. Author of twety Tajbakhsh’s previous position as a consultant for the Soros
books, six of which have been banned in Iran. Winner of the MartiRoundation’s Open Society Institute (OSI), which was formerly
Annals Award in 2009 and British Press Awards for Internationadpproved by the Iranian authorities but which he discontinued following
Journalist of the Year 200&revious political imprisonment/prob- his 2007 arresDetails of trial: Among over 140 defendants including
lems: Sentenced to a three-year prison term in 2000 on charges pfominent politicians, writers, academics and journalists to be tried for
‘endangering national security’ for his writings about the serial murdeallegedly ‘fomenting a velvet revolution’ in a widely-condemned mass-
of dissident intellectuals in Iran in the late 1990s. He served two yearstoial which began on 1 August 2009. All the defendants had been
that sentence, and one year was suspended. Also handed down a onegeined in a mass crackdown following the disputed 2009 presidential
suspended term in 2003 for “endangering national security” anelections. On 20 October 2009, he was sentenced to 15 years in prison on
“printing lies” in his book;The Tragedy of Democracy in Iran. His news-  charges of espionage, “contacting foreign elements” and acting against
paperJoumhouriat was shut down in 2003. Sentenced to one year imational security. Initially denied a request to file an appeal. On 97
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February 2010 his lawyer reported that his sentence had been reduced to
five years on appeal. He was freed on bail on a two-week release ordeOmytrial
March 2010 in order to spend the Iranian New Year with his famifyshwan MOHAMED and Rebwar Karim WAL : Editor and reporter
although the order was extended and he is thought to remain free as of@8pectively of the independent weelklyene. Reportedly on trial for
June 20100ther information: Tajbakhsh’s academic research report-criminal defamation after charges were filed against them by the
edly examines Iranian state institutions and the policy-making processhurdistan Prime Minister on 10 February 2010. The case is linked to an
Iran. In 2006, he completed a three-year study of the local governmeanticle published in the weekly which allegedly is critical of the Prime
sector in Iran. He is the author of two bookke Promise of the City: Minister. Mohamed and Wali remain free as of 30 June 2010 while the
Space, Identity and Politics in Contemporary Social Thought (Berkeley  trial is ongoing.
and Los Angeles: University of California Press 2001), &odal . .
Capital: Trust, Democracy and Development (Tehran: Shiraze Publishers Brief detention
2005, in Farsi). He has also published numerous scholarly articles* ldsan Mullah FUAD: Journalist for the independent Kurdish newspaper
well as non-academic writings on cinema and culfarevious political Awene, was reportedly detained by the police in Iraq Kurdistan in late
imprisonment/problems: Previously arrested at his home in Tehran onJanuary 2010. Fuad was allegedly investigating a piec&nfeme when
11 May 2007, one of four Iranian-American scholars to be detained e phoned the electricity company asking for additional information. The
that year. Believed to be targeted for his work as an advisor to the Ople@ad of the company refused to answer the questions, and instead, filed ¢
Society Institute (OSI). He was held without charge in Evin Prison focomplaint with the police. After his arrest, Fuad was taken to court where
more than four months before being freed on 19 September 2007. a police officer allegedly said that some of Fuad’s articles on police
Mashallah SHAM SOLVAEZIN: Prominent Iranian journalist. Editor human rights violations were regrettable. The head of the electricity
of many of Iran’s first independent newspapers, includiage’ eh, company withdrew his complaint soon after, and Fuad was released.
Neshat, andAsr-e Azadegan, all closed between 1998-2000; editor of
daily Kayhan throughout the 1980s. He currently serves as thiftacked
spokesman for the Iranian Committee for the Defense of Freedom oftdialed QURAGHULI: Journalist with the newspap@t-Anbar and
Press, and also as vice president of the Association of Iranian Journaligifessor at the University of Al-Anbar. Reportedly attacked by gunmen
Reportedly arrested at his Tehran home on 28 December 2009, in thre8 May 2010 who searched his home in the central city of Ramadi and
aftermath of the 2009 Ashura protests. Shamsolvaezin has been imphsat him.
oned multiple times for his journalism, including a sentence of thirty
months in April 2000 for article criticising the death penalty. Released ol'SRAEL
bail on 28 February 2010.

Imprisoned: Investigation

Ata FARAHAT: Golan Heights correspondent for the daily newspaper

|RAQ Al Watan, and a Syrian broadcaster, was reportedly arrested for ‘espi-
. L onage’ and taken to Al-Jalama prison, southeast of Haifa, on 30 July
Killing: Investigation 2007. Farahat is a Syrian national. In early October 2008 Farahat's

*Sardasht OSM AN (aka Dashti Othman): Journalist for the newspaper family reported that he is being held in Al-Jalbou prison, in Beit Shean,
Ashtiname and for a number of independent websites, was reported20 kilometres from Jerusalem. The trial against him opened on 2 March
abducted from the language department of Salahadin University in Erf@008 in a court in Tel Aviv, and all the hearings have taken place behind
city, capital of Iragi Kurdistan, on 4 May 2010. Two days later, his bodglosed doors. On 1 February 2009 Farahat was sentenced to six years ir
was found in Mosul city. It is widely believed that Osman’s death iprison, three of which were suspended. The media, defence lawyers and
linked to articles he wrote critical of the leadership of the Kurdistafrarahat's family are banned from providing information on the trial
regional government. Osman, aged 23, was a student of English languageause the case was designated a ‘defence secret’. WiPC seeking infor-
and literature. The authorities have reportedly appointed a speciaiation as to whether Farahat is detained for his writings.

committee to investigate Osman’s abduction and death. *Anat KAMM (f): Journalist with the Israeli news portal Walla.
. Reportedly charged in December 2009 with espionage after she allegedly
Kidnapped leaked classified evidence of illegal assassination orders by the Israeli

*Saad AI-AOSSI (AI-AWSI): Editor-in-chief of the weekhAl-Shahhi. army to journalist Uri Blau of the newspapldraretz. The charges
Reportedly abducted from his home in central Bagdad on 14 April 20J8gainst Kamm include two counts of aggravated espionage, including
by a group of armed men. Unconfirmed reports suggest that the mpassing classified information with the intent to harm state security,
were security officials linked to the army and police. A week before highich is punishable by a life sentence, and collecting and holding classi-
abduction, an article alleging official corruption written by Al-Aossi wasfied material with the intent to harm state security, for which she could
published in the weekly. receive up to 15 years in prison. The charges derive from Kamm’s mili-

*Hossam Daoud LAZIM: Journalist for the newspapAi-Nassar and a  tary service, when she allegedly copied over 2,000 classified military
TV station, was reportedly abducted from his home in Kirkuk on 1documents and leaked themHaaretz reporter Uri Blau. Blau used the
February 2010 by unknown assailants. It is not known whether th#opcuments to publish a report in October 2008 that found that the army
kidnapping is linked to the journalist’s work. Mazim'’s brother reportechad carried out targeted killings against three wanted terrorists in the
the incident to the authorities. No further information as of 30 June 201W/est Bank, in violation of a 2006 Supreme Court ruling that said wanted

men must be taken into custody if there were a possibility of doing so.
Although the article was apparently cleared for publication by the army



censor, Kamm was arrested by the Shin Bet (secret police) and pladezhs of sexual harassment in a residential centre for orphans. On 22
under house arrest. Blau has since been living in London while h@@ctober 2009 the journalist was summoned by the police, and charged
lawyers negotiate a way for him to return to Israel without facingvith defaming the centre’s director. On 31 October, however, the General

charges. [Kamm'’s trial started on 20 July 2010]. Prosecutor’s Office charged the centre’s director with sexual harassment
and reportedly dropped all charges against al-Sareet.
Deported Jamal EI-HAJI: Human rights advocate and online contributor.

*Jared MAL SIN: Editor of the English language websia’'an News ~ Arrested on 9 December 2009 and charged with ‘insulting judicial
Agency, and American citizen, was reportedly detained by Israeli authoreuthorities’ for writing and making public a five-page complaint sent to
ities upon his arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport, on 12 Januarthe Justice Secretary on 24 May 2009 about alleged violations of human
2010. Malsin was returning from a trip to the Czech Republic whenrghts, including torture and inhumane conditions, during his two years
detained, and was reportedly interrogated by the authorities regarding bisa political prisoner from 2007-2009. El-Haji was acquitted by the state
work as a journalist. He was deported to the United States on 20 Januaegurity court and freed on 14 April 2010. Case closed.

2010.

*Henning MANKELL: Swedish writer. Aboard one of six ships in a3MOROCCO
flotilla carrying aid to Gaza which was attacked by the Israeli army on . .

May 2010. Mankell was among scores of activists to be taken in#§Prisoned: main case

custody by Israeli security forces before being deported. Chekib EL-KHAYARI: human rights activist and contributor to inter-
national news media, was arrested on 17 February 2009 and sentenced on

JORDAN 24 June 2009 to three years in prison for ‘gravely insulting state institu-
tions’. El Khayari (30) was also convicted of minor financial violations.

Case closed He was ordered to pay a fine of approx. US$90,000. His detention appar-

Issam SAMHAN: Poet and journalist for the newspapéarab Alyawn. ently came shortly after he made statements critical of governmental
Reportedly sentenced to one year in prison on 23 June 2009 for allegepblicy on drug-trafficking to international media. He had also recently
ridiculing religion and divine doctrines, offending prophets and failure teriticised the mistreatment of migrants by Moroccan and Spanish secu-
register his publication at the Jordanian department of printing amity forces at the border with the Spanish enclave of Melilla in his
publishing. The case dates back to March 2008, when Samhan publisteaghacity as activist for Amazigh (Berber) rights. El-Khayari’'s conviction
his bookRahaget Dhel (Gracefulness of a Shadow), some verses of for infractions of currency regulations related to a payment he received
which were considered to be blasphemous by the Jordanian Grand Mufitom the Spanish newspaggrPais, after he published an essay in the 4
Jordan’s highest religious authority, who accused him of ‘apostasy addly 2006 issue of the newspaper. He received 225 Euros for the essay
being an enemy of religion’. The Muslim Brotherhood called for thedeposited in a foreign bank account, and reportedly withdrew the money
book to be recalled and for Samhan to be punished. As a result of tlighout using a Moroccan bank as an intermediary or informing the
campaign he was briefly detained for 15 days on 19 October 2008. @Office of Currency Exchange. It has been suggested that the allegations
early September 2009 it was reported that the Court of Appeal will takeod financial violations, which were not added to the charge sheet until
decision on Islam Samhan’s conviction by the end of the month. Nate in the process, were filed by the authorities in order to discredit the

further information as of 30 June 2010, case closed. journalist and to allow for a longer prison sentence than that permitted
under the main charge of “gravely offending state institutions”. El
KUWAIT Khayari was being held at Oukacha Prison, in Casablanca. On 24
] November 2009, his sentence was confirmed by the Casablanca Appeal
On trial Court. Apparently still imprisoned as of 30 June 2010; PEN is seeking an

*Mohammed Abdulgader Al-JASSEM: Founding editor of the Arabic update.
editions ofNewsweek and Foreign Policy, and well-known journalist, .
was reportedly arrested on 11 May 2010 and charged with ‘instigating @ trial
overthrow the regime’, ‘slight to the personage of the Emir’, and ‘instt-Ali AMAR: journalist and author, is on trial for theft of a computer and
gating to dismantle the foundations of Kuwaiti society’. The charges amher materials in a case brought by a former business associate. Amar
said to be based on articles Al-Jassem published on his website sinz@s arrested in Rabat on 7 June 2010, transferred to police custody in
2006. He was released on bail on 28 June. The trial starts on 12 J@gsablanca and released on bail the next day after being charged with
2010. Al-Jassem is facing five other complaints brought by the Printeeft. He had reportedly suffered harassment by the authorities in the
Minister and the Information Minister for his articles critical of thedays leading up to his arrest. On 4 June, police reportedly broke into and
government, and on 1 April 2010 was sentenced to six months in priseaarched the apartment of journalist and acti@isteb EI Rhazoui
for slandering the Prime Minister. He is appealing the sentence amdthout a warrant before detaining her and Amar, who was present at the

remains free on bail. time, for 12 hours. The police told El Rhazoui they were investigating a
complaint of theft against Amar but devoted most of the time to ques-

LIBYA tioning the two journalists about their writings and private lives. The
police told Amar to report to them for further questioning on 6 June but

Released he refused to do without a written summons. Amar believes the case is

Mohamed AI-SAREET: Journalist, was charged with criminal defama- retaliation for his boolohamed VI, Le Grand Malentendu (Mohammed
tion for an article for the independent news wehlgékLibya. The piece  VI: The Big Misunderstanding), a critical account of the Moroccan
was published on the Internet on 21 October 2009, and concerns allegag’s rule that was published in France in 2009 but was banned98



Morocco. Background: Both Amar and El Rhazoui worked for the 1,000 dirhams (90 euros). His arrest on 8 March came shortly after he
outspoken weekly newspapeg Journal Hebdomadaire before it closed exposed a “cedar mafia” and the illegal trafficking of the wood in the
in January 2010 following mounting government-backed pressurdjidelt region, in both an article and a press release issued by his NGO.
including politically driven libel cases. Amar continues to write onAttaoui was released on 15 April after paying a fine of 10,000 dirhams
controversial subjects; for example, in May 2010 he published an artic{890 euros). [RAN 30/10]
in the French magazindarianne criticizing the Moroccan authorities Driss CHAHTAN: managing editor of the independent weekly news-
for persecuting gays in an attempt to placate Islamists. As well as a jopaperAl-Michaal, was arrested at the papers’ headquarters in Casablanca
nalist, El Rhazoui is also co-founder of the Alternative Movement foon 15 October 2009. The same day he was sentenced to one year in
Individual Liberties (MALI), and has reportedly been twice arrestegrison and a fine for ‘intentionally publishing false information’ in
while taking part in demonstrations, most recently on 2 May 2ixial. various articles published in early September 2009, relating to King
Amar’s trial began in Casablanca on 10 June but was adjourned twiceMdohamed VI's health. The trial reportedly did not comply with standards
the defence’s request; the next hearing was scheduled for 22 June.  of fairness, as the judge did not let witnesses be heard. Chahtan’s
Ali ANOUZLA, Mohamed BRINI, Mokhtar Al-Ghizeawy, Rachid sentence was confirmed on appeal on 10 November 2009. Two journal-
NINY, and Younes MESKINI: respectively, editor of the daily news- ists of the weeklyAl-Michaal were given suspended sentences on the
paperAl-Jarida Al-Oula, editor of the dailyAl-Ahdath Al-Magrebia, same charges. On 13 November 2009, the general Prosecutor issued a
reporter forAl-Ahdath Al-Magrebia, editor of Al-Massae; and former  order banning the publication @i-Michaal on the grounds that its
reporter forAl-Masae. All five are reportedly facing charges of ‘publicly managing editor was serving a prison sentence. In March 2010, it was
harming’ Libyan President Muammar Qaddafi, and ‘hurting his dignity’reported that Chahtan had been found guilty in two defamation cases
over articles published in late 2008 and early 2009. The various piecBed against him by a group close to some relatives of the King and a
were critical of Qaddafi, including his political pafgereen Book. The  former employee of the intelligence services. An appeal was pending.
journalists were summoned to court in Casablanca on 22 May 2009 aRdlease: Chahtan was released from Oukacha Prison on 11 June 2010,
the trial was adjourned until late June 2009. If found guilty, the journabne day before his wife gave a birth to their second child, after receiving
ists could face up to one year in prisbio.further information as of 30 an unexpected royal pardon. During his imprisonment he was reportedly
June 2010. held in harsh conditions despite his need for medical care and suffered
*Taoufik BOUACHRINE: editor of the independent daily newspaperharassment by prison guards.
Akhbar al-Youm, was sentenced to six months in prison on charges &l Bachir HAZZAM: internet writer, was arrested on 7 December 2009,
real estate and sales fraud on 10 June 2010, in what was said to taree days after posting a news item, which had been released previously,
politicized trial. He was also fined 500 Moroccan dirhams (US$56) anigh relation to the crackdown on a student demonstration in the Taghjijt
ordered to pay 10,000 Moroccan dirhams (US$1,120) in damages. Tregion. Hazzam was sentenced to four months in prison on charges of
charges stem from Bouachrine’s purchase of a house in Rabat three yéspseading false information about human rights that undermined the
before. The new owner claimed Bouachrine failed to honour the agre&ihgdom’s image’. He had reportedly also been questioned about
price and sued. Bouachrine was reportedly cleared of the charges in 2@0®ther of his postings from September 2007, entitled ‘Electoral
and 2009 but the owner filed another complaint in April 2010, despite thEromises: truth or fiction’. Reportedly released on 8 February 2010, after
fact that under Moroccan law, it is illegal to re-open a civil case that h&sving spent more than two months in prison.
been closed. Bouachrine was free pending an appaeitground: On
31 October 2009, Bouachrine and cartoonist Khalid Gueddar were given
a four-year suspended prison sentence on charges of “disrespect tMLESTINE AUTHORITY
member of the royal family” for publishing a cartoon depicting the ) . o
wedding of Prince Moulay Ismail, King Mohammed VI's cousin. They/mprisoned: investigation
were also ordered to pay 270,000 Euros in damages to the Pihbar. Farid HAMAD: Editor of the newspapéd-Ayyam. Hamad was report-

al-Youmwas shut down but was re-launched in December 2009. edly arrested on 29 July 2008 on charges of ‘possession of weapons’ and
‘membership of an illegal organisation’, although there are fears that the
Released charges may be linked to his reporting. In late September 2009 it was

*Boubaker AL-YADIB: internet writer, was sentenced to six months inconfirmed that Farid Hamad remains detained. WiPC seeking further
prison and a fine of 500 dirhams (approx. US$62) on 2 February 2010 fdetails about the charges against Hamad.
“degradation of state property”, “threatening a public official” and_ . .
“participation in an illegal demonstration”. Al-Yadib was arrested andBrief detention
detained in police custody in Guelmim, south of Agadir, on 26 JanuatiPaul MARTIN: British freelance journalist. Reportedly arrested by
accused of posting news the previous day of a strike organised by tHamas in Gaza on 14 February 2010. Martin was detained while
Association of Moroccan Bloggers, which was intended to be “a week aftending the trial of a former Hamas militant who has featured in one of
mourning for freedom of expression in Morocco.” The writer was freed/artin’s documentaries. He was there to testify on behalf of the militant.
on appeal on 5 April, having spent two months and a week in prison The former militant was accused of collaborating with the Israeli army
Tiznit. during the January 2009 conflict. Martin was believed to be implicated in

*Mohamed ATTAOUI: correspondent of the Arabic daily newspafler  the militant’s actions; however, he was never officially charged with any
Monataf, as well as president of a local environmental NGO, therime. At a press conference held on 12 March 2010, Martin’s release
Association for the Preservation of Cedar and Bighorn Sheep, and aas announced by a Hamas leader who said that Martin had been found
employee for the rural municipality of Tounfite. On 22 March 2010guilty of being an agent for Israel.

100 Attaoui was sentenced to two years in prison for allegedly extorting



Mustafa SABRI: Freelance journalist. Reportedly arrested on 4 Januamntitled ‘Eunuchs Playing Heroes’, and that he signed a petition for the
2010 by the Preventive Security Service on charges of forming a militarglease of another internet writer prior to his arrest. Case closed for lack
cell. He was released on 9 March 2010 without ch&hg®ious arrests: of further information.

Sabri was previously arrested on 31 July 2008, and despite a 10

September 2008 release order issued by the Supreme Court, Sabri

remained in detention for some time. Later, on 25 April 2009 he W@YR'A

detained again by the Palestinian military intelligence, and once more,a . .

Supreme Court order instructing his release on 15 June was not enforé@prisoned: Main cases

until 25 July. Reportedly arrested at his home in Qalgilya, northern WeHusam ‘Ali MULHIM

Bank, on 29 July 2009 and released after a brief detention. There @e.b.: ¢.1984Profession: Student, dissident writer and pdeate of

reports that Sabri’s previous arrests were related to his reporting. arrest: March 2006Sentence: Five years in prisorExpires: March
2011 Details of arrest: One of seven student activists to be arrested
Harassed between 26 January and 18 March 2006 by the Air Force Intelligence

*Nufouth AI-BAKRI (f): Correspondent for the newspap&lhayat (AFI) in Harasta, near Damascus, apparently for developing a youth
Aljadedah, was reportedly harassed by a group of civilians at her honsiiscussion group and publishing pro-democracy articles on the internet.
on 25 April 2010. The civilians, who identified themselves as workingrial started in November 2006 and on 17 June 2007 they were convicted
for the ministry of information, raided Al-Baki's home and told her thaton charges of ‘taking action or making a written statement or speech
she should stop sending reports to the newspaper from her home, unlebgch could endanger the State or harm its relationship with a foreign
she obtains a licence to work there as ‘press office’. The journalisbuntry, or expose it to the risk of hostile action’ under Article 278 of the
explained that the reason for her to work there is that the newspapeBgrian Penal Code. PEN became aware of this case in 2009. He is a
office is currently closed. She reportedly contacted the ministry of infofriend and associate of Karim al-Arbaji (see ‘released’ beld®igce of
mation asking for the reason for the raid, but they denied knowindetention: Sednaya prison, near Damasciiseatment in prison:

anything about it. Reportedly tortured during pre-trial incommunicado detention, claims
that ‘confessions’ reportedly extracted under duress used as evidence in
Case closed the trial.

Sri Abdul FATTAH SAMMUR: Correspondent for the newspaper
Ahhga Aldawliya and contributor to news websites, was reportedlyFiras SAAD
arrested by intelligence services on 20 June 2009. His relatives belieDeD.B. 1975 Profession: Writer and poeDate of arrest: November
his arrest is linked to his articles published in websites includin@006 Sentence: Four years’ imprisonmenExpires. November 2010
Alhagaeq andArab Times. Case closed for lack of further information.  Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested in November 2006, for articles
posted on various websites, in particular an article entitled 'What did the
Syrian army do in Israel’s war against Lebanon’ dated 16 July 2006,
SAUDI ARABIA posted on an Iragi internet website
] . o http://www.ahewar.org/debat/show.art.asp?aid=70127 (in Arabic).
Imprisoned: investigation Details of trial: Saad was taken to the state security court on 24 June
*Abdul AZ1Z KEMAL: Egyptian academic and journalist, has beern2007, but his trial was postponed twice. He was convicted on 7 April
reportedly detained since 13 June 2009. Reports say that Dr. Azi2808, under Atrticle 286 of the Criminal Code, for disseminating false or
family decided to remain silent about his detention whilst diplomatiexaggerated information, which is liable to weaken national morale.
negotiations were underway to secure his release. For the last 30 ye&tace of detention: Saydnaya prison, north of Damascisofessional
Dr Aziz has been working in Saudi Arabia, after receiving his Master’details: Saad had been writing articles on political and economic issues
degree in Islamic Law. He is a professor at Al-Azhar University in Cairan Syria. Some of these pieces were posted on websites banned in Syria.
and has been writing for various newspapers, includih@ayan. He has also published two collections of poems in Arabi€yrian
Thought to remain held without trial or charge against him as of 30 JufRequiem: A Text on Love and Death’ (Dar al-Balad House, Damascus,
2010. WIPC seeking further information. 2003) andpirit, speckled defeats (Dar Amwaj House, Beirut 2004).

*Shaikh Mikhlif bin Dahham AI-SHAMMARI: Human rights activist Habib SALEH
and internet writer. Reportedly detained at his home in Jubali on 15 M&y.0.b.: 1948Profession: Internet writer and political analyst. Writes
2010 over six articles he had published on various Saudi websites criticagularly for the websitBlaph.com (ttp://elaph.cor); heavily censored
of conservative religious views. He was released on bail but re-arrestiedSyria because of its outspoken news reportBegtence: 3 years in
on 15 June 2010 and charged with ‘annoying others’. Held in DammagprisonExpires: 5 May 2011Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested on 6

General Prison as of 30 June 2010. May 2008. Saleh, aged 61, had recently posted online articles critical of
the Syrian authoritieDetails of trial: His trial began on 1 December
Case closed 2008 on charges of ‘spreading mendacious information aimed at weak-

Rafaat AI-GHANEM: Internet writer. Reportedly detained at the pass-ening national sentiment’, ‘inciting civil and sectarian strife’, and
port office in Riyadh by the Saudi Investigative Police on 29 July 200%ttacking the president’, under articles 285, 374 and 277 of the criminal
Al-Ghanem, aged 25, is a Syrian national living in Saudi Arabia. Heode, for his critical writings. On 15 March the Damascus Criminal
writes in his blogDefat, and contributes to Syrian and Saudi blogs.Court found Habib Saleh guilty of “weakening national sentiments”
Reports say that the last article Al-Ghanem posted in his web blog (&rticle 285 of the Penal Code) and “broadcasting false or exaggerf@d
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news which could affect the morale of the country” (Article 286). TheMustafa ISMAIL: Poet, internet writer, contributor to various Arabic
charges on which he was convicted related to several articles on domefdinguage websites and lawyer, was reportedly arrested on 12 December
political issues which he had written and published on the internet and2009. Ismail reportedly writes on issues about the treatment of Kurds in
which he had criticized policies of the Syrian government and express&gria and in Turkey. Ismail has been summoned for questioning a
support for a prominent opposition figure, Riad al-Turk. The courhumber of times since 2000, particularly since October 2009. The Syrian
dropped other charges against himPrevious poalitical authorities did not acknowledge his detention for some months. In late
imprisonment/problems: Twice detained for his critical writings: June 2010 it was reported that Mustafa Ismail has been charged by the
sentenced to three years in prison in 2002, released on 9 September 2@&&ond Military Court in Aleppo with making plans aimed at damaging
re-arrested on 29 May 2005 and sentenced to three years in prison $yrian relations with foreign countries and being a member of an illegal
‘spreading mendacious information’, released on 12 September 200fganisation aiming to divide Syria. There are reports that Ismail is

after completing three-quarters of his sentence. currently held in Central Aleppo Prison, after being held incommunicado

at an unknown location for three months. His lawyers have requested
Fayez SARA, Yasser al-‘EITI and Ali al-ABDULLAH Ismail’s release on bail, but it has been denied. If found guilty he could
Professions: Journalist for the Arabic language publicatidwssafir, Al- face up to five years in prison.

Hayat and Al-Arab Al-Yom, poet, and writer, respectivelfpate of ~ Ahmed MUSTAFA (pen name: Pir Rustem): D.o.b.: 1963. Kurdish
arrest: 12 December 2007-3 January 2088ntence: Two and a half  writer and member of the National Council of the Damascus Declaration,
years in prisonExpires: July 2010 Details of arrest: Amongst thirteen ~ was reportedly arrested on 18 November 2009 by the Syrian security
prominent activists to be arrested after attending a meeting on farces. According to an online report, Mustafa was initially detained on
December 2007 of the National Council of the Damascus Declaration f@d October 2009 while in Beirut, Lebanon, and was then sent to
Democratic Change, an umbrella group formed in August 2005 b®amascus. The precise location of Mustafa’s detention is unknown, but
secular opposition parties calling for ‘radical democratic change’ ihis family fears he is in one of Syria’s high security prisons. He is said to
Syria. Over 40 activists were reportedly arrested in a crackdown dye the author of fourteen of novels in Kurdish and Arabic languages.
signatories of the Damascus Declaration, and most were freed afteMamber of the ‘KAD Kurdish Committee for Human Rights’ and the
brief detentionDetails of trial: These men are among thirteen to beCentral Committee of the ‘Democratic Kurdish Party in Syria (Alparty)’,
charged on 28 January 2008 with ‘weakening national sentiment’, atth banned in Syria. WiPC seeking further details.

‘spreading false news’. On 29 October 2008 the First Damascus Criminal . .

Court sentenced the detainees to two and a half years in prison ffief detention

‘publishing false information with the aim of harming the state’,Ma’an AQIL: Journalist for the government daild-Thawra, was
‘membership of a secret organisation designed to destabilise the statportedly arrested in Damascus on 22 November 2009. Aqil is known
and ‘inciting ethnic and racial hatred’. Their defence announce thefpr his writings about government corruption, and prior to his arrest had
would appeal the sentenddace of detention: Held in ‘Adra prison in  criticised the recent appointment of a high member of staff at the state’s
harsh conditionsIreatment in prison: Said to have been ill-treated, but publicationTashrin. On 24 November 2009 the government organisation
to have access to family visitflew information: Writer Ali Al- that deals with state-owned media announced Aqil’s dismissal. On 23
Abdullah was reportedly due to be released on 17 June 2010, aftegbruary 2010 Aqil was released from prison without charge.

serving his sentence. However, he remains detained as he is said to face a

new trial for ‘broadcasting false or exaggerated news that could affect th@se closed

morale of the country’ and ‘spoiling Syria’s relations with anotherKarim al-ARBAJI: Internet writer and moderator. Arrested on 7 June

country’, after writing a critical article while in jail. 2007 by the Syrian military intelligence for reportedly being the moder-
. L ator of the online forum www.akhawia.net (Brotherhood). On 13
Imprisoned - Investigation September 2009 Arbaji was sentenced to three years in prison by the

*Raghdah Sa’id HASSAN (f): Writer, was reportedly arrested on 10 State Security Supreme Court in Damascus for ‘spreading false news that
February 2010, after writing her first unpublished novel. Since thenyeakened the national sentiment’, in accordance with Article 286 of the
Hassan, aged 38, has been held incommunicado at the Political SecuBgrian penal code. Presumed released on expiry of sentence on 6 June
Branch in Tartus. The novdlhe New Prophets is said to discuss the 2010.
political situation in the country in the 1990’s through a love storyFarug Haji MUSTAFA: Syrian-Kurdish journalist and writer, report-
involving two Syrian prisoners. She was arrested on the Syrian side edly detained by security officers on 5 April 2009. Mustafa has written
the Al‘Arida border crossing with Lebanon, while travelling by car tofor various regional publications, includifg-\Watan, based in Syrial-
Lebanon. There are reports that on 13 February, Hassan'’s flat weafir, based in Lebanon, andl-Hayat, based in London. There are
ransacked by the security forces when nobody was there. There wereraports that before his arrest, the journalist had received several
signs of a break-in. A paper print-out of her unpublished novel wasummonses to go to the political security office in Aleppo. Thought to be
confiscated, as were several publications by various Syrian oppositibeld incommunicado without charge as of end June 2009, no further
political parties. Hassan was reportedly questioned by Political Securiigformation as of 30 June 2010. Case closed.
on several occasions during the last three months of 2009, wésnjad OSMAN: Syrian Kurdish journalist, editor of the Kurdish maga-
summoned to their branch in Tartus twice demanding she sign a stat@e Hogir. Reported by his family in mid-July 2009 to have been
ment that she would not publish the novel, but she refused. Still thougtmissing since 17 May 2009. Has reportedly been arrested on numerous
to be detained as of 30 June 20H6alth concerns: Hassan suffers from occasions in connection with his publication, which is banned in Syria
kidney stones, and requires daily medication. [RAN 29/10 — 1 Apriand published underground. No further information as of 30 June 2010,
2010] case closed.



reportedly been subject to harassment by the authorities for a number of
TU N ISIA years, in particular since his publication in July 2009 of a book critical of
. President Ben Ali’'s regime. Bouebdelli describes his bbekour ou jai
On trial realize que la Tunisie n’est plus un pays de liberté (The day | realized
*Fahem BOUKADDOUS: correspondent for Al-Badeel news website that Tunisia is no longer a free country), which he published on his
and TV journalist, was sentenced to four years in prison on 13 Januamgbsite (http://www.bouebdelli.org/mon_livre.php), as an analysis of the
2010 for “belonging to a criminal association” and spreading materiaBresident’s regime since 1987 and the failure of his political programme.
“likely to harm public order”. The charges reportedly stem from videdrhe book also includes details of the problems the Bouebdelli family
reports he made of demonstrations in the Gafsa mining region in 200&ve suffered at the hands of the state. Bouebdelli was abroad at the time
His lawyers appealed the rulinBackground: Boukkadous was previ- the book was published. When he returned to Tunisia a week before the
ously sentenced to six years in prison on the same charges in DecemBetober 2009 presidential elections, he was searched at the airport. Since
2008 but was not present at the hearing, as he had been in hiding sitfeen he has reportedly been subject to constant police surveillance, his
July that year when he discovered he was wanted by the authorities.ifiternet service has been cut and his telephone lines interfered with. In
November 2009, Boukaddous emerged to challenge the sentence onBeeember 2009, the Ministry of Higher Education (MES) sent an
basis that he had been tried in absentia. A court overturned the previdgaspector to the ULT. According to Bouebdelli, the inspector admitted
ruling, but said that Boukaddous would be tried again on the santleat he had been sent because of the book; however, his report stated that
chargesAppeal: The appeal hearing was set for April 2010 but wagthe university was not registered and accused it of other various other
postponed several times due to Boukaddous’ ill health: he requirédegularities. In January 2010, the ULT’s activities were severely
hospitalization for acute respiratory problems. A ruling was expected aestricted via a ministerial edict: for example, the authorities have sacked

6 July 2010. key members of staff - including members of the Bouebdelli family -,
barred ULT from accepting any new students for the next three years, and
Threatened banned all new admissions to its largest faculty. As a result of this harass-

*Mouldi ZOUABI: journalist for the online magazirkalima, internet  ment, Bouebdelli went to Paris where he held a press conference with the
writer (runs a blog named ‘Pour un peuple tunisien libre’, or ‘For a freeeague of Human Rights and gave interviews to international media. On
Tunisian people’) and human rights activist. On 2 April 2010, Zouabiis return to Tunis, he was reportedly called for questioning in Tunis. In
reported that he had received a telephone call from an unidentified inéiebruary 2010, Bouebdelli published a report on his website detailing
vidual who threatened to assault him and to rape his sister if he did rtbe state harassment his educational institutes have suffered, entitled
retract his articles and stop criticising the political regime. ZouabWhite paper on the killing of the Free University of Tunis: how the law
believes the threats stem from an article on corruption which led to his flouted in Tunisia’. As of late April, the harassment was ongoing.
blog being censored two week before and from critical comments he hBduebdelli says that the authorities are persecuting him for having
made on Facebook about the President’s wife on 23 March. On &pressed his opinions not because of any irregularity in the ULT.
March, Zouabi was reportedly stopped by police officers in Gabes wHgackground: Since 2007, the Bouebdellis have reportedly been denied
warned him about the consequences of working Wighima and its  permission to open any further educational institutions. They have also
editor,Sihem Bensedrine (see below)in December 2009, police confis- been subject to numerous audits - including for tax, health and social
cated Zouabi’'s radio equipment and International Federation afecurity - and police investigations, where the authorities have tried and
Journalists membership card. He reportedly feared for his safety and tifaited to find evidence of fraud or other irregularities.

of his family. *Sofiene CHOURABI: contributor to the Tunisian opposition newspaper
Attariq Al Jedid and the Lebanese daily newspapérAkhbar, was
Harassed reportedly harassed by Tunis airport police who confiscated some books

*Mohamed ABBOU: human rights lawyer, was threatened and harassedom him on his arrival from Cairo on 24 March 2010. The books
by plainclothes policemen at the airport in Tunis on arrival fromncluded an annual report by the Cairo Institute for Human Rights
Morocco on 27 February 2010. Abbou was reportedly strip searched aStudies,The Left and the Palestinian Cause, The Strategic Handling of
several texts were confiscated from him, including the Committee tArts and From Dictatorship to Democracy: a Liberation Vision for
Protect Journalists’ annual report. Police also confiscated books fraAnogress. According to Chourabi, it was the third time that the Tunis
Lotfi Hidouri, journalist for the London-based news agency Al-Qudsairport police had confiscated texts from him.

Press and the online magazitaima (see below), who was with Abbou *L otfi HIDOURI, Slim BOUKDHIR, Mohamed HAM ROUNI, I smail

at the time. The books were a study of the Moroccan political situatiobEBARA, Rachid KHECHANA and L otfi HAJJI: Hidouri is a jour-

by the Moroccan historian and novelist Abdallah Laroui &wdwe  nalist for the London-based news agency Al-Quds Press and the online
deserve democracy? by the Egyptian novelist and essayist Alaa al-magazineKalima; Boukdhir is a freelance journalist; Hamrouni writers
Aswani; a copy of the Moroccan newspapérdyam was also confis-  for the opposition weekly newsappdrMawkif and Debrar for the news
cated from Hidouri. The officers also physically and verbally assaultedebsiteElaph; Khechana is editor of the newspapeMawkif; Hajji is a
Abbou and one of them threatened to send him back to prisooorrespondent for Al Jazeera. The six were among numerous journalists
Background: Abbou was imprisoned from March 2005 to July 2007 forharassed and otherwise attacked in late March 2010. For example,
articles posted on the internet. Since his release he has been subjedditouri and Boukdhir were reportedly ordered by the police not to leave
state harassment, including police surveillance, being followed arteir homes in Tunis on 24 March, while the same week plainclothes
friends and colleagues being prevented from visiting his home. police reportedly assaulted Hamrouni and insulted Debara. Khechana

*Mohamed el Boussairi BOUEBDELLI: author and founder of and Hajji were prevented from meeting with representatives from Human
Tunisia’s first private university, Université Libre de Tunis (ULT), hasRights Watch and accessing public venues on several occasions. Et0Ber
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in March, Khechana was prevented from covering a meeting of thades” in exchange for his immediate release. Ben Brik was released on 27
Tunis-based Council of Arab Interior Ministers, despite the fact that h&pril 2010, having served his sentence in full. He described conditions at
had been covering the council’'s meetings since 1988. Hidouri has alSdiana prison as “prehistoric” and said his plans were to continue writing
has had books and other publications confiscated from him on arrivalatd to cause trouble for President Ben Ali@ntherder le Président,” as
Tunis Carthage airport in 2010. The first time was on 27 February witte put it. The writer has reportedly suffered further harassment since his
lawyer M ohamed Abbou (see entry above). The second time was on 1@elease, including a permanent police presence outside his home in
June, when customs officials confiscated two books on Isldive- Tunis. On 26 May, a group of policemen reportedly stopped him outside
Future of ISsam by John Esposito of Georgetown University &tadiical his house as he was leaving for a doctor’s appointment and subjected him
Reform: Islamic Ethics and Liberation by Swiss academic Tariq to verbal abuse and threats, including a death threat.
Ramadan - and a Lebanese journal. No explanation was offered by*theuhayr MAKHLOUF: journalist (correspondent for the Tunisian
officials on either occasion. news websitéssabil Online and the opposition weekKd-Mawkif) and
Sihem BENSEDRINE (f) and Omar MESTRY: respectively editor human rights activist, spent almost four months in prison for his
and managing editor of the online magaziaima and human rights reporting in 2009-10 and remains subject to harassment by the authori-
activists, are subject to ongoing harassment by the Tunisian authoritiées. Makhlouf was arrested on 20 October 2009 and charged with
In January 2010, it was reported that Bensedrine was one of a numbefio$ulting others via a public telecommunications network’ after
human rights defenders who had been the target of smear campaigegorting on environmental problems in the industrial district of Nabeul.
orchestrated by the Tunisian government. The smears had reportetllgwever, Makhlouf believes his arrest was actually triggered by items he
accused the human rights defenders along with opposition journalistspdsted on the internet about the deaths under torture of two political pris-
being Israeli spies and allegedly contained incitement to murder. Mestoyers in 1991. On 1 December, Makhlouf was sentenced to three months
reportedly received a summons to appear at the judicial police in relatiomprison. An appeals court refused to release him on 20 January 2010
to Radio Kalima, of which he is the director, on 12 March 2010. He didespite completion of his prison term. Makhlouf went on hunger strike in
not appear as he and Bensedrine are now living in exile. Before leavipgotest. On 10 February, an appeal court confirmed his conviction and
Tunisia, on 16 November 2009, Mestry was reportedly arrested ardided one month to his sentence and a fine of 6,000 dinars (around 3,165
beaten before being abandoned on the outskirts of THiisorary Euros). Makhlouf was eventually released on 12 February, six days
member: Swiss Romande PEN Centre. Both Bensedrine and Nazilzefore the expiry of his four-month prison sentence. He had been denied
Rejiba (see below) are leading members of the Tunisian PEN Centre. access to his lawyers on a number of occasions in December 2009 and
Naziha REJIBA (aka Um ZIAD) (f): editor of the independent online January 2010Police assault/ brief detention: On 24 April 2010,
news journaKalima, blocked in Tunisia, has been the target of repeateakhlouf was severely assaulted by police in front of his family and
intimidation and harassment since November 1987, when President Zimeighbours and then briefly detained. The police reportedly questioned
Abidine Ben Ali came to power in a coup. Her home is under constahim about his posting on the internet of an interview with the mother of
surveillance, her phone lines are monitored, she has been summonedaforactivist who was assaulted by the police and then imprisoned.
interrogation repeatedly and is under threat of legal action. Subject tdHowever, Makhlouf believes that this may have been a pretext to prevent
smear campaign in 200@pdate: As of May 2010, Rejiba reported that him from meeting with a prominent French lawyer later that evening.
in addition to the harassment listed above, her internet service has bééakhlouf said he would take the police to court on the basis of the
cut off, she receives calls in the middle of night from strangers who insuttedical certificate showing the extent of his injuries from the attack,
and threaten her and she is currently the target of another smedrich included a broken nogBackground: Makhlouf previously spent
campaign against her in the medBackground: Rejiba co-founded two years in prison between 1991 and 1993 for belonging to an illegal
Kalima in 2000 with journalisGihem Bensedrine (see above). The pair group.
also co-founded the press freedom group Observatoire de la Liberte de la
Presse, de L'Edition et de la Creation (OLPEC) in 2001. Both are banned
in Tunisia. Rejiba and Bensedrine are leading members of the TuninM EN
PEN Centre.

Killed: Motive unknown
Released *Mohammed Shu’i AI-RABU’l: Correspondent for the newspapér
Taoufik BEN BRIK: journalist and writer, served a six-month prison Qahira, among various other news outlets, was shot dead at his home in
sentence in 2009-10 for assault, damaging property, harming pubBeni Qais, northwest of the country, on 13 February 2010. Reports say
decency and defamation. However, it is widely believed he was targetétht a group of five unknown assailants burst into the journalist's home
for having published articles critical of President Ben Ali in the foreigrand shot him several times. In late 2009, Al-Rabu’l was previously
press during the presidential election campaign of October 2009. Battacked by a group of individuals, who were caught and released
Brik was sentenced to six months on 26 November 2009 at the concluithout any charges. It is thought that he could be targeted for his
sion of an unfair trial; his sentence was confirmed on appeal on 38porting on criminal activities, mainly child trafficking. Al-Rabu’i had
January 2010. He was held incommunicado until mid-January 2010 thpreviously received death threats in relation to some of his journalist
detained at Siliana prison, in northwestern Tunisia. His health reportediyork. The authorities are investigating the killing and have arrested five
deteriorated as a result of poor treatment and lack of adequate medicalividuals.
car in prison. Ben Brik suffers from Cushing’s Syndrome, a chronic
ailment that weakens immunity and requires that he be under mediddgin case
supervision. He reportedly turned down repeated offers to sign an agrémis MANSOUR HAMIDA
ment promising not to “harm President Ben Ali and his family in his artibob: 1978Profession: Journalist with the independent dafi+Ayyan,



currently suspendedate of arrest: 15 July 2009%xpiry date: 14 *Hussein Mohammed Al-LESWAS: Journalist, former editor of the
September 201@entence: 14 months imprisonmerDetails of the  http://sanaapress.net/, and owner of the Al-Tajdid newspaper, was report-
trial: The case was reportedly filed in February 2009, by the Society &xlly sentenced to one year in prison by the Press Court in the Yemeni
Defend the Unity of Yemen, and was linked to Mansour’s reporting o€apital Sana’a, on charges of ‘defamation of a public official’. The
the ongoing conflict in the country between local residents and securiggrdict was handed down on 2 May 2010, and Al-Leswas was taken to
forces in Saada, northern Yemen. The sentence was passed on 15 Saga’a’s main prison. The charges were based on articles written by the
2009 by a court in Al-Qabitta, Luhj province, on charges of ‘separatisnjournalist in early 2009 in which he allegedly referred to mismanagement
and ‘attacking national unity’. The prosecutor reportedly used a CD a& the electricity company, and raised concerns regarding corruption
‘material evidence’ against the journalist. Mansour was taken to prisomithin the local administration. On 22 May 2010, marking the 20th
as soon as the verdict was read. There are reports that public officarmiversary of the reunification of North and South Yemen, Mohammed
whom Mansour cited in his articles testified against him. Al-Leswas was pardoned by the Yemeni president and he was released
. . from prison.

Sentenced in absentia
Mounir AI-MARAWI: Washington-based Yemeni contributor to the Released
independent weekljl-Masdar, was reportedly sentenced in absentia toSamir JUBRAN: Editor of the independent weekBi-Masdar, was
two years in prison on charge of defamation, on 31 October 2009. Hended down a one-year suspended sentence on charges of defamation
was also banned from practicing journalism for life in Yemen. The casen 31 October 2009. He was sentenced by a special press tribunal over a
was dealt with by a special press tribunal and stems from an artighgece authored by Mounir Al-Marawi published on November 2009.
written by Al-Marawi criticising the president’s leadership on the(See above ‘Sentenced in absentia). Jubran was also banned from writing
conflict with a Shi'ite group in the north of the country. The article wagnd runningAl-Masdar for one year. On 8 June 2010, Jubran was
published inAl-Masdar, on 25 November 2009. included in a presidential amnesty and the charges dropped.

*Anisa Mohammed Ali OTHMAN (f): Journalist for the weekhl- Mohamed al-M AQALIH: Editor of the websital-Eshteraki, affiliated
Wasat, was reportedly sentenced in absentia to three months in pristm the Socialist Party, was reportedly taken from his home by plain-
and a fine for ‘insulting the president’ on 16 January 2010. The charge®thes officers on 17 September 2009. It is said that the website reported
are said to be linked to articles alleging government corruption written iyn the military strike that killed about 87 civilians and injured over a
Othman in July 2007. She was also banned from working as a journalisindred people in the conflict between government forces and Shia
for one year. According to reports, neither Othman nor her lawyer werebels in Sa’ada province, northern Yemen. On 30 January 2010 al-
notified about the hearing of 16 January. She has filed an appeal agaMsigalih appeared before the prosecutor for the Specialised Criminal

her conviction and remains free as of 30 June 2010. Court. On 25 March 2010, Al-Magalih was released from prison for
humanitarian reasons. On 22 May 2010, Mohamed Al-Magalih was
Suspended sentenced pardoned by the Yemeni president and the charges against him were

*Sami Ghaleb, Abdel RAHMAN Al-Qiyadi, Abddel Aziz AI-MAJIDI, dropped.

Fuad MA’'SAD, and Shafee’ AI-ABD: Editor, writer and contributor, Fuad RASHID: Journalist, owner and publisher of the news service
and reporters for the independent weeklyNidaa, respectively, were www.mukallapress.com, was reportedly arrested in the city of Al-
reportedly handed down a three-month suspended sentence HKdukalla, Hadramoot province, south of the country, on 4 May 2009.
‘publishing false reports liable to incite violence’, on 24 May 2010. It isReports say that the website had been reporting on the clashes between
said that the verdict was issued by a court in Sana’a without tHecal residents and security forces, which started in late April 2009.
reporters’ knowledge. The case started in late November 2009, when fRashid was taken to a high security prison where he was reportedly
Minister of Information ordered an investigation regarding various issuesssaulted by other inmates during his detention. On 6 April 2010, the
of the weeklyAl-Nidaa, allegedly because some articles and editorial&%emeni president instructed the release of detainees in connection with

referred to the conflicts in the south of the country. the protests in Hadramoot province, and Rashid was freed on 26 May
. . 2010 on the orders of the Ministry of Justice.
Brief detention Salah Al-SAQLADI: Journalist, editor of the websigglengulf.net and

*Moaz AI-ASHIHABI: Journalist for the newspapAl-Thagafieh, was ~ human rights defender, was reportedly arrested at his home in Aden city
reportedly detained on 17 January 2010 for an article Al-Ashihabi wroia July 2009. Reportedly charged in mid-November 2009 with ‘insulting
which allegedly ‘infringed on the Islamic faith’. He was also bannedhe president’, ‘stirring up strife and inciting against unity’, and being in
from writing for one year. Reportedly released on 10 May 2010. contact with secessionists abroad. On 26 May 2010 Salah Al-Sagladi was

*Hisham BASHRAHEEL, Hani BASHRAHEEL and Mohammed released from prison on the orders of the Ministry of Justice.
BASHRAHEEL : Editor-in-chief, managing editor and director of the
independent dailpl-Ayyam, respectively, were reportedly detained by Case closed
security forces following a protest at the newspaper’s offices in thgalah JALAL: Editor-in-chief of the newspapéduly 17, was reportedly
southern city of Aden, on 6 January 2010. The arrests followed alddnapped on 4 May 2009 by a group of unknown assailants. Local
January 2010 sit-in at the newspaper’s offices to the protest the closurenadia reports allege the abduction is part of a state-run campaign against
the daily, which has been suspended since May 2009. Hishatine media, after the clashes between residents of the southern region of
Bashraheel was released on medical grounds on 24 March 2010, whilemen and the security forces in late April 2009. Case closed for lack of
Hani and Mohammed were released in late April 2010 following an ordéuarther information.
issued by the Yemeni president.
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PEN Centres with Writers in
Prison Committees

African Writers Abroad, Algeria, All India, America, Armenia, Austria,
Bangladesh, Basque, Belarus, Belgian Flanders, Belgian French, Bolivia,
Canada, Catalan, Colombia, Cuban Writers in Exile, Czech, Denmark,
Egypt, England, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Galicia, Germany, German
Writers Abroad, Ghana, Guatemala, *Hong Kong Chinese, Hong Kong
(English), Iceland, Independent Chinese PEN Centre, Iranian Writers in
Exile, Italy, Israel, Japan, Korea, Kenya, Kurdish, Lichtenstein,
Lithuania, Malawi, Melbourne, Mexico, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Palestinian, Pakistan,
Paaguay, Poland, Portugal, Quebecois, Russia, San Miguel de Allende,
Scotland, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, South Africa, Suisse Romande,
Sweden, Swiss German, Swiss Italian, Sydney, Tibetan, Turkey, Uganda,
USA, US Writers in Exile, Venezuela, Viethamese Writers Abroad
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Half Year Figures

January to June 2010

Killed 6
Killed — Motive Unknown 18
Disappeared 10
Imprisoned - Main Case 148
Imprisoned - Investigation 67
Judicial Concern 3
On Trial (not imprisoned) 184
Non Custodial Sentence 13
In Hiding 0
Brief Detention 35
Death Threat 15
Other Threat/Harassment 56
Attacked/lll-treated 28
Kidnapped 2
Deported/Fled 2
Total 587
Released 59



